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On meaningful
almsgiving

Going beyond giving
money or donations

Pictured: The leaders on our

retreats go beyond themselves to

be with others in an act of love

The 5th Sunday of Lent
March 26, 2023

I've just returned from our final weekend retreat of the academic year,
and once again I was humbled by the generosity of the teen leaders, cook
team, and adult mentors and chaperones who donate their whole
weekend (not to mention weeks of preparation and hours in planning
meetings) to the service of our teens. For this retreat, there were 11
adult mentors/chaperones, 3 cook team members, and 9 teen leaders
from St. Charles, one adult from St. Bonaventure, and me from Santa
Maria, along with Father George who came down to hear Confessions and
celebrate Mass with us - and that ratio is about par for the course.

It was amazing to see so many teens and even adults put themselves out
there, sharing both their presence and their gift of self and experience.
None of them would quantify themselves as experts on the faith
or on living life, but nonetheless they chose to offer what they
had in service of others. High schoolers shared testimonies of when
they'd seen Christ "in the skin" and challenged the retreatants to be the
same to others; young adults fresh out of college talked about their
struggles with the faith or the Church and how they realized Jesus was
greater than all of that and reminded the teens to stay close to the Lord;
and adults offered their witness both by their presence and leadership as
well as by their words of wisdom.

I'd been checking in with my own practice of the Lenten disciplines of
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving as we passed the halfway point of the
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season, and then it hit me - this giving was almsgiving, too. In this
week's Lenten Faith Sharing Group, Sr. Miriam talked about how one of
the best ways we can give alms is to give our "undivided presence and
attention to another."

She writes, "Far from just a dissociated act of 'giving' and then
going on our way, almsgiving is love, or our desire to be shaped
by love, which makes it a transformative experience. It is a gift of
the heart. It is an act of communion." We, too, live as Christ "in the skin"
when like Christ we allow ourselves to be moved when we see the needs
of the crowds - go check out Matthew 9:36, 14:14, and Mark 6:34 for
some examples.

Almsgiving invites and challenges us to go beyond our boundaries of
comfort, security, and self-reliance and support the needs of another. It's
hard because it cuts at our deepest levels of selfishness and self-
centeredness - and we really don't like admitting that we're selfish and
self-centered.

I tell you what - none of those retreat leaders could be considered in the
least bit selfish. They generously share not only their weekend but also
their stories of private failures in order to show the triumph of the Lord.
They give up sleeping at home in a comfortable bed to make sure our
teens are safe and accounted for. They offer up time spent with their own
families and friends to witness with their presence to the never-ending
love of the Lord. These gifts to the teens are beautiful alms with a
huge impact given for the benefit of others.

We still have a few weeks left of Lent. Where is the Lord challenging your
heart to give of yourself over the rest of the season?

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, March 25, 2023

4-4:30pm | Confessions in the Church

The 5th Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 26, 2023

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed
10:30am | Mass in the Church

5:00pm | Youth Mass in the Church
Click here for the Sunday readings

Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for those who are not
fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life
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NEW: Please bring us
Easter flowers!

Our Art and Environment team is
sending out the annual request
for potted Easter Lilies and white
orchids to brighten up the
Church for the Easter season -
which is only two weeks away
now!!

Please bring your lilies and
orchids to the narthex by
Tuesday, April 4 so we have time to plan and purchase other flowers to
supplement them!

The Season of Lent

Invitation to
Thursday

Morning Lenten
Faith Sharing

On Thursdays from
9:30am to 10:30am,
join us in the Parish
Office or on Zoom for a
deep dive into the
season of Lent with the
resource "Restore: a
Journey of Healing and Restoration" with Sr. Miriam James Heidland,
SOLT!

Click here to watch the Fourth Week of Lent video

Each week throughout Lent, Sr. Miriam will lead you to meet the
tenderness of God's mercy, the power of his love, and the restoration of
your heart and life as you practice prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and
sacrifice.

Email Megan for more details or to receive the Zoom link!

Stations of the Cross:
Friday Mornings

through March 31
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During Fridays in Lent, we will be
praying the Stations of the Cross
immediately following Friday
morning Masses. On Good Friday,
there will be no morning
Stations; instead, the Stations of
the Cross will be celebrated at
7:30pm as is our tradition at
Santa Maria.

Service and Outreach

Winter Nights another
success

Santa Maria had another successful
experience volunteering with the
Winter Nights program this year.

Winter Nights provides shelter for
homeless families during the cold,
wet months of winter. This year, we
partnered with the Orinda
Community Church to provide a safe shelter, food, tutoring, and
babysitting to the guests of the program.

Thank you to the many families who helped making this another
successful year - the Hawkins, Kemners, Brewsters, Nestals,
Sitzmanns, Hogans, Lundstroms, and Eversoles, along with Mary
Murphy, Alan Metheny, John McManus, and Gail Gabriel!

THIS SUNDAY: Let's FLOOD
them with kindness

It's official - we have plenty of water to
share... to the point of flooding! Most
would agree that we have much more
to share from our plenty.

Our next Food Drive is for the Dorothy
Day House community in Berkeley:
Sunday, March 26.

In addition to the regular items of food, they also request donations of
new or gently-used and clean wash cloths and towels for the
temporary housing of the homeless.

2 volunteers are needed Sunday, March 26 for each shift:



9am-10am
10am-11am
One driver at 11am

Donations needed:
Canned protein (tuna, chicken, beef, spam, chili, beans, etc.)
Canned tomato sauce, pasta sauce, soup, vegetables, fruit
Rice, beans, pasta, cereal, flour
Peanut butter, jelly
Plastic bottle of cooking oil (48 oz preferred)
Shelf-stable snacks (protein bars, breakfast bars, pretzels, etc.)
Crackers/cookies

Email Gail if you can help!

Food for Thought

Pope Francis: Gender
ideology is 'one of the most

dangerous ideological
colonizations' today

A Catholic News Agency article by
Courtney Mares

While he is not writing something on
gender ideology, the pope said that he
talks about the subject “because some people are a bit naive and believe
that it is the way to progress.”
 
He said that they “do not distinguish what is respect for sexual diversity
or diverse sexual preferences from what is already an anthropology of
gender, which is extremely dangerous because it eliminates differences,
and that erases humanity, the richness of humanity, both personal,
cultural, and social, the diversities and the tensions between..." read
more

Around the Diocese

NEW: Register for the 4/22
Magnificat Prayer Breakfast

by 4/12

Join this event hosted by Magnificat: A
Ministry to Catholic Women on
Saturday, April 22 from 9:30am to
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12:30pm at the Queen of Heaven
Event Center (1965 Reliez Valley Road,
Lafayette) to be inspired by Lily Loh!

Lily was born in China, the youngest
daughter of ten children from a devout
Buddhist family. Her amazing
conversion story to Catholicism has led
her through four continents and given
her an innate awareness that God is
always watching over her.

Come be inspired by Lily's story and presence!

Register online here OR send a check for $33 to:
Magnificat SOTI
PO Box 4626
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Good Stewardship

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct , our eGiving
service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, March 26
8:30am: Buzz (Carole) Zimmerman
†
10:30am: Chuck Kovely †
5:00pm: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, March 27
8:30am: Intentions of Erin
McGourty

Bulletin Sponsors

Would you like to become a

https://magnificat-ministry.net/chapters/chapter-states-a-c/ca-walnut-creek/
http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


Tuesday, March 28
8:30am: Eddie So †

Wednesday, March 29
8:30am: Rosie Becker †

Thursday, March 30
8:30am: Charles Donner †

Friday, March 31
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours.

sponsor for our parish bulletin?

We'll share your advertisement
(like Ana's, above) each week for a
year, and feature your business
three times a year in a larger
column as well!

All advertising proceeds go
directly to Santa Maria.

Contact Megan Arteaga for details
on how you can sponsor us.

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Helena Dietrich
Music Ministry
hdietrich@santamariaorinda.com x307

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Suzanne Wells
Administrative Assistant
swells@santamariaorinda.com x301

Prayer Intentions

For the Sick
Mary Beth Alban, Avery Ann, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Patricia
Bartholomeu, Kristy Blackey-Taylor,
Miguel Briseno, Jeff Calder, Maria
Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Judy Eben,
Lorna Elliott, Anne Emery, Matthew
Ennis, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Gregory Ibabao,
Shirley Jones, Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly,
Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Rose Mary
McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa Moya, Robert
Nick, Chase O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella,
Deacon Jim Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann
Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl
Robinson, Usrula Simmons, Steve
Turner, Faye Young

For the Dead
Chuck Kovely †, Daniel Mein †, Jean
Wells †, Carole Marie Zimmerman †,
Manuela Iturrioz †

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Likewise, thanks be to God for those for
whom prayer has been answered! If you
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would like to be removed from the
prayer list with gratitude for answered
prayer, please let Megan know that as
well.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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