
Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition
Summer Reading Assignment 2022-23

Your summer reading assignment is twofold:

I. Write a draft of your college application essay. Below are the prompts for Apply Texas (choose one only). If
you will be applying somewhere outside of the Apply Texas site, you may respond to a different prompt, but
you will need to share it.

We will workshop the essay when school starts, so come with two copies of a complete, printed draft on day
one.

ApplyTexas Essay Prompts A, B and C
For U.S. Freshman and International Freshman Applications For inclusion in ApplyTexas applications for the 2022-2023
cycle (Summer 2022, Fall 2022, and Spring 2023 - opening 7/1/21)

Essay A: Tell us your story. What unique opportunities or challenges have you experienced throughout your high school
career that have shaped who you are today?

Essay B: Most students have an identity, an interest, or a talent that defines them in an essential way. Tell us about
yourself.

Essay C: You’ve got a ticket in your hand – Where will you go? What will you do? What will happen when you get
there?

Common Application Prompts for 2022-23:

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their
application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when
you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? What
was the outcome?

4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or thankful in a surprising way.
How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new
understanding of yourself or others.

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it
captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to a
different prompt, or one of your own design.



II. Read Beowulf, an important poem in the history of Western literature. You’ll need the
Seamus Heaney translation. Also, before you begin reading, get a fresh, new spiral. Please
do not use the same spiral that you used for Junior year.

Assignment:
✔ First, do some basic research on Beowulf. Write some notes in your spiral. When was it written? By

whom? In what language? Why is it considered so important? etc.
✔ After you have some good background knowledge, listen to the first part of this podcast: Classical

Stuff You Should Know Episode 43 to get some real context around the poem.  Listen until minute
16. (You’re free to listen to the rest, of course, but at least listen up to that point.)

✔ Read the poem. As you read, pay attention to (and make margin notes about) how Beowulf
exemplifies (or does not) an epic hero. As a reminder, here is the handout you worked with
Freshman year when you read The Odyssey.

The reading portion will be due the second week of school.

Have a great summer and e-mail me if you have any questions!

https://www.amazon.com/Beowulf-New-Verse-Translation-Bilingual/dp/0393320979/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1EUZMUWJMECB0&keywords=beowulf+seamus+heaney&qid=1651516302&sprefix=beowulf+seamus+heaney%2Caps%2C90&sr=8-1
https://www.classicalstuff.net/episodes-1/2018/6/26/43-beowulf
https://www.classicalstuff.net/episodes-1/2018/6/26/43-beowulf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IeuwiXxjVbgUrXlDRbtp1O5jjwHZkCHm/view?usp=sharing

