
          
 

Fr. Michael Vuky:  971-217-5335 
E-mail: mvuky@yahoo.com 
Parish Website: www.sfaroyparish.org  
  
MSpS:         503-324-2492 
Fr. Peter Arteaga, MSpS and Fr. 
Gerardo Cisneros (fax: 503-324-2493) 
 
Office/Rectory:      503-324-2231 
39135 NW Harrington Rd. 
Banks, OR 97106 
Bookkeeper: Fran Avery  
e-mail: favery@archdpdx.org 
Office Administrator: Katie Bernards 
e-mail: sfaoffice01@gmail.com   
 
School:        503-324-2182 
E-mail: sfaoffice01@gmail.com 
Website: www.sfa-roy.org 

(fax: 503-324-7032) 
38975 NW Harrington Rd., 97106 
 
Eucharistic Adoration Schedule 
Wed. 8:30 am – 5 pm (no Benediction) 
 
Baptisms & Weddings 
Call Father (on cell phone) to schedule 
an appointment.  For weddings, call at 
least 6 months in advance. 
 
Confessions 
Call/Text Father (on cell phone) or e-
mail to schedule an appointment. 
 
Pastoral Council Members 
Angi Duyck        2020-23 
Michelle Galbreath (vice chair)2021-24 
Jocelyn Hammer                     2019-22 
Kelleen Meeuwsen (chair)       2020-23 
Diane Ramsperger      2019-22 
Raymond Peters                    2021-24 
Courtney Schaefer (sec.)        2021-24 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Solemnity of Christ the King                        November 21st, 2021 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Fr. Kelly Vandehey recently sent me a link to an article that appeared a month ago 
in the New York Times reporting that the Archdiocese of Catania, Sicily, had 
prohibited godparents or sponsors for the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation 
for the next three years. 
 
The article was entitled In the Land of the Godfather Comes a Ban on Them, Jason 
Horowitz’ article described how Archbishop Salvatore Gristina, after having 
consulted with his priests and the lay people on the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, 
suspended the role of godparents beginning October 1.  
 
Archbishop Gristina did so, he decreed, because the office had largely lost its 
religious context and had not only become a “sort of formal fulfillment or social 
custom in which the dimension of the faith is rarely visible.” Needless to say, both 
Fr. Kelly and I agreed it was a diplomatic way of saying that many of those 
nominated to serve as godparents were unqualified due to the fact that they were 
not practicing the Catholic faith, and thus have been relegated as an expression to 
an honorary title. 
 
When looking at the role of a godparent and sponsor, in the early Church, especially 
during the age of persecutions, godparents (also called at the time sponsors, 
presenters, guardians, or faith-swearers) were devout Christians who would vouch 
for the faith of adults presenting themselves to the bishop for baptism and who 
would assume the responsibility of accompanying them in their preparation for, and 
life after, baptism. In the baptism of children, godparents would reject Satan and 
make the profession of faith on behalf of their charges, taking responsibility — as 
“co-parents” — to raise the children in the faith. 
 
Over the course of the centuries, the qualifications have been outlined to be: 
baptized Catholic, at least 16, not the child’s mother or father, have received the 
sacraments of baptism, confession, confirmation and communion, live by the faith, 
and not be excommunicated or under other canonical penalties. One Godparent or 
sponsor is required, but there may be two of different sexes for baptism. The 
responsibility to raise children should tragedy strike both parents has never legally 
been an official part of the role of Godparents, but may be stipulated by parents in 

wills. 
 
The reasons for these expectations and criteria are because godparents 
do not receive an honorary title but rather an ecclesiastical title with 
important duties and obligations.  For this reason, the current practice in 
the Archdiocese of Portland that when a godparent is nominated, they 
must present themselves to priests with “in good standing” letters. 
 
Most of the time, a priest is more than happy to write letters of good 
standing especially when it affirms that the godparent nominated is one 
that is open and willing to walk on the journey of faith with their candidate.  
There are rare occasions that a priest may experience a person who 
becomes indignant that a priest is unable to in good conscience to vouch 
for them, attesting that the person is a practicing, exemplary and fully 
initiated Catholic and if not, at least open in an invitation for metanoia. 
 
Often times, godparents who are fervent Catholics in good standing and 
eager to fulfill the responsibilities associated with the office humbly ask 
for advice about how to discharge their duties well.  I have offered the 
following words of advice that have been passed onto me through 
seasoned pastors like Bishop Steiner. 
 
The obvious advice is living the faith with integrity, praying for their 
godchildren each day and remaining involved in their life.  Then I add the 

following three things: 1) get a good photo of the baptism, frame, so that 
the child may more easily and regularly remember the most important day of his or her life, 2) if they are going to get an 
annual gift for their godchild, to do so not on Christmas or on the child’s birthday but on the anniversary of the baptism, so 
that, as the child grows, the child will remember the date and look forward to it and 3) celebrate that anniversary in a special 
way, taking the child out for ice cream or a meal as well as relight their baptismal candle and say a prayer together. 
 
Let all of us who are godparents as well as parents discerning who to choose as godparents recommit ourselves to the 
sanctification of our own godchildren wherever they are in their journey, and to ask the Lord hastily to renew the 
understanding and faithful practice of this important office in the Church. 
 
Blessings, 
 
~Fr. Michael 
 

 
 
 

 
Collections for November 13-14, 2021 

Offertory:  $2,852.00 
Online Giving: $555.00 

Total: $3,407.00 
School Fund:  $260.00 

 

Mass Intentions: 
 

Sat. 11/20 6:30pm  Nick Vandehey+ 
Sun. 11/21 8:00am People of the parish 

Sun. 11/21 10:30am  Melvin Lardy Sr.+ & 
Families 

 
Mon. 11/22 8:00am  Nora Realiza Luna+ 
Wed. 11/24 8:00am  Thanksgiving Mass 

Thur. 11/25 9:00am Nick Vandehey+ 
Fri. 11/26 9:00am  Special Intention 

 
Sat. 11/27 6:30pm Nick Vandehey+ 

Sun. 11/28 8:00am People of the Parish 
Sun. 11/28 10:30am Fredrick Burnsed & 

Families+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH (ROY) 
 

Fr. Michael Vuky, Pastor 

 



Thanksgiving Day Mass 
Thursday, November 25, Thanksgiving Day Mass is offered at 9:00am.  As the turkey is cooking in the oven or in the smoker, 
come and give thanks for the many blessings that God has bestowed on us all. 
 

Also, we have another reason to celebrate as it is Bishop Steiner’s 85th Birthday.  Included in the loaf of bread as a gift to 
each parish family who attends, there will be individually packaged chocolates attached to a table blessing card that you 
can pray before your Thanksgiving Day meal.  Also, Bishop Steiner has asked on his 85 th Birthday, no gifts please, but 
consider donating in his name to the Parish Capital Campaign.  Information on the back of the card provided. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
Meets Sunday, November 21 from Noon to 1:00pm in Visitation school cafeteria.  Fr. Michael will be presenting on “Four 
Marks of the Church and the Rite of Acceptance/Welcoming”.  Sponsors must attend.
 

Middle School (grades 6-8) Youth Group 
Next Meeting Sunday, December 12 from 6:00-7:30pm at Visitation Parish Center.  Advent Service Project: Work party to 
make Blessing Bags for St. Vincent de Paul, St. Matthew’s chapter and McKinney-Vinto Act.  For more information, 
please contact Laura Nevis, 503-575-5608 or lnevis@farthing.com. 
 

High School (grades 9-12) Youth Group 
Meets Sunday, November 21, from 6:00-7:30pm at Visitation Parish Center.  Life Nite Lesson: Discipleship.  For more 
information, please contact Laura Nevis, 503-575-5608 or lnevis@farthing.com. 
 

Mission Krewe 2022 (grades 9-12) 
For those teens (currently in grades 9-12) interested in attending Mission Krewe 2022 June 17-24, 2022 to the Diocese of 
Houma-Thibodaux in partnership with Catholic Charities for Hurricane Ida Recovery work, if you missed the informational 
meeting please contact Laura Nevis, 503-575-5608 or lnevis@farthing.com. 
 

HS Confirmation (grades 9 and older) 
Next meeting, Saturday, December 4 beginning with 5:30pm Vigil Mass at St. Edward, North Plains with meal and lesson 
on “Sacrament of Confirmation and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit” following Mass in the Parish Hall.  For more information, 
please contact Laura Nevis, 503-575-5608 or lnevis@farthing.com. 
 
 

FORMED.ORG:  Go online to www.formed.org and select “Enter code” link.  Input the Parish Code: HWNN8P and create 
your own personal login and password and begin enjoying the free content.  If you have any problems logging in or accessing 
your account, please parishcare@formed.org or 1-844-367-6331.   
                                                               
Fr. Michael’s Pick: “Men, Women, and the Mystery of Love” by Dr. Edward Sri.  In today’s culture, we’re constantly 
bombarded with the secular notion of love and intimacy, instead of the kind of love that God intended for his children.  In 
this Lighthouse Talk, Dr. Edward Sri explains how Pope St. John Paul II’s teachings of the Theology of the Body can help 
us prepare for marriage, by showing us how to live as selfless, authentic men and women.   (Run Time: 48 minutes).
 

 

Live Streaming of Masses: 
- The Archdiocese of Portland will continue to live stream the 11 am Sunday Mass from The Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception every week until the gathering restrictions have been lifted.  Go to https://archdpdx.org/live-masses 
 

- St. Edward/St. Francis of Assisi/Visitation is live streaming the 5:00pm Saturday Vigil, 8:00am and 10:00am Sunday 
Masses in Verboort every week.  Download Zoom.us, enter Meeting ID: 993 4497 4746 Passcode: HolyMass 
 

 

Parish Community Center/Gym Campaign Kick Off 
In celebration of our 100th Anniversary of the blessing and consecration of our parish, a private donor is offering a $100,000 
matching fund.  We have made our goal in just over a week although deadline given was a year.  Thank you for your 
generosity!  We have currently $367,700 donated and pledged which includes the $100,000 matched.  Please consider 
donating, one time or over a five-year commitment to our Parish Community Center and Gym Building project.  Every dollar 
donated will be matched.  Gift Table and Pledge Commitment cards are available in the church vestibule or call the school 
office at 503-324-2182.  You can also visit www.sfaroyparish.org or www.sfa-roy.org. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Fr. Michael and the members of the committee: Kevin Duyck, David Duyck, Dan 
Spiering, Joe Wren, Al VDZ, Bill VDH, Diane Ramsperger, Courtney Schaefer, and Sam Meeuwsen 
 

St. Edward Country Christmas Festival 
St. Edward will be having their annual Country Christmas Festival on December 4th.  Wreaths and centerpieces, baked 
goods, and crafts will be for sale and the raffle will have amazing prizes.  The wreaths will also be available by pre-order at 
VanderZanden’s greenhouse.  Please call Crystal VanderZanden at 503-647-2405 if you would like to order to pick up at 
the greenhouse.  The large size wreaths will be $23 and the small size will be $16.  We hope to see you there! 
 

Blessing Bag Project - Middle School Youth Group Service Project 
The Middle School Youth Group is collecting hygiene items for the homeless to create Blessing Bags in 1 gallon zip lock 
bags. Hats, Gloves, Socks, Razors, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste/mouthwash (travel size), Chapstick, Hot Hands, Travel 
Tissues, Rain Ponchos/Black Garbage Bag, Hand Sanitizer (travel size), Disposable or cloth face mask, Travel size 
wipes. Items can be left in the back of church.  Please Contact Laura Nevis at lnevis@farthing.com or 503-575-5608 if you 
are able to help. 
 

Special Volunteer Request  
SFA has a student in our first-grade class who recently had several surgeries and will need nursing services when she 
returns to attend school. We are reaching out to the community to see if we can get enough licensed nurses to volunteer 
on a rotating schedule to keep this student at St. Francis. If you are interested or know someone who may be retired but 
still has an active license and may be interested, please reach out to the school office for more information. 
 

Altar Server Schedule: 
 

Sat. Nov 20th 6:30pm Jacobs Family  Sat. Nov 27th 6:30pm 
Kylie McCraw & Camila 

Loera 

Sun. Nov 21st 8am 
Jacob Crowell & Seth 

Galbreath 
 Sun. Nov 28th 8am 

Elizabeth Jacobs & Seth 
Galbreath 

Sun. Nov 21st 10:30am 
Joseph Crowell & Olin 

Hammer 
 Sun. Nov 28th 10:30am Juenemann Family 

http://www.sfa-roy.org/
mailto:lnevis@farthing.com


 


