
L e a d e r s h i p  &  S e r v i c e  i n  P r a c t i c e
At St. Norbert Catholic School, stu-
dents are encouraged to develop their 
God-given gifts to achieve their personal 
best in body, mind and soul. Some join 
student council while others volunteer 
as altar servers. 

Many of our girls are continuing their religious journey 
at Rosary Academy, actively participating in the school’s 
mission to educate the next generation of women leaders 
inspired by faith.

On average, 65 percent of 8th grade graduates attend a 
Catholic high school. In the last four years, about 20 have 
chosen Rosary and are thriving when it comes to leader-
ship and service. Campus Ministry responsibilities, for ex-
ample, include leading school retreats and donation drives 
and helping to build a house for a family in need once a 
year, while Rosary Ambassadors conduct campus tours, 
volunteer at school fundraisers and visit Catholic junior 
high classes to educate and answer questions about being 
a Royal. Peer Assistance Leadership (PAL), a school-based 
peer-to-peer youth development program, is designed to 
create a caring, safe and supportive school environment.

Students also participate in Red and Gold, Rosary’s annual 
student-run and self-funded tradition. The entire school 
is randomly divided into two teams (Red or Gold), and 
each team produces an original musical production. Team 
captains oversee different categories that make up the 
Red and Gold show, such as dance, drama, fashion, choral, 
technology, props and publicity.

Check out the SNCS alumni excelling in leadership and 
service at Rosary:

Freshmen (SNCS class of 2021)
Jazzlyn Sandoval (I): Freshman class trea-
surer; captain of JV soccer team
Abigail Zabala (E): Campus Ministry

Sophomores (SNCS class of 2020)
Jacee Baumann (H): Campus Min-
istry; Rosary Ambassador
Riley Martinez (L): Campus Ministry
Brooke Skipton (F): 2022 Gold 
Team, Red and Gold Captain Fash-
ion; Rosary Ambassador
Isabella Walker (K): Campus Ministry

Juniors (SNCS class of 2019)
Reagan Beuerlein (C): 2022 Red Team, Red and Gold 
Co-Producer; PAL member; Campus Ministry; Rosary Am-
bassador; JV volleyball captain
Karissa Garcia (N): Founded and serves as president of 
Angel Bears, a campus club that sews teddy bears by hand 
to give to children in shelters. 
Molly Muse (M): 2022 Gold Team, Red and Gold Captain 
Publicity; Campus Ministry; Rosary Ambassador; founder 
of Garden Club
Emma Oskorus (D): 2022 Gold Team, Red and Gold Cap-
tain Drill; Campus Ministry; Rosary Ambassador

Seniors (SNCS class of 2018)
Gabriela Guzman (A): ASB senior class secretary; PAL 
member; Campus Ministry 
Elena Navarro (B): 2021 White Team, Red and Gold Cap-
tain; ASB cabinet; Campus Ministry; PAL member; 2022 
track & field captain
Alinna Rivera (J): Rosary Ambassador; PAL member; Cam-
pus Ministry
Jade Sandoval (G): 2022 White Team, Red and Gold Cap-
tain; ASB executive treasurer; Cheer Team captain; Rosary 
Ambassador; yearbook production editor
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ALUMNI in the NEWS

1980s
Attorney Mike Gaston 
(1980), a former 7th grade 
teacher at SNCS, switched 
professions and is now 
focused on Medi-Cal plan-
ning, living trusts and pro-
bate at his Long Beach law 
firm.

1990s
In April, Robert Lay (1991) 
will celebrate his first year 
as a divisional CFO for First 
American title insurance 
company in Santa Ana.

Jason Gray (1997) will soon 
welcome his second child 
with wife Jackie (Cole) Gray 
(2004), who is serving St. 
Norbert Catholic Church as 
the director of Family Life 
and Faith Formation. 

2000s
Chad Steutzel (2000s) is 
a production assistant for 
MotorTrend and travels 
throughout the West Coast 
to aid in the filming of one 
of their original TV shows. 

Attorney Alexander Basil 
Avtgis (2003) is specializing 
in commercial litigation for 
a law firm in Indianapolis, 
Indiana.

Christina Mojica (2006) 
graduated from Chapman 
University, Fowler School 
of Law in 2020, and is 
currently working for the 
Department of Labor in San 
Francisco. 

 G E T  I N V O L V E D
Fish Frys Return
Remember when you served up fish, 
fries, quesadillas and more during 
Lent? Our 7th and 8th grade students 
will be back in the gym welcom-
ing guests and serving meals for six 
weeks. Support our students’ efforts 
to raise money for their East Coast 
Expedition trip. Purchase meal tickets 
at the gym front door and join SNCS 
families between 5 and 9 p.m. every 
Friday March 4 to April 8. Opportunity 
drawing tickets, beverages and des-
serts will be available at an additional 
cost.

Rosary Every Monday
Recently brought together by a tragic 
accident, a group of St. Norbert par-
ents began praying the Rosary in our 
parish church each Monday evening 
at 7 p.m. The group has continued to 
pray together even after seeing the 
fruits of their prayer, and they have 
expanded their prayers for the entire 
community. For more information, 
contact Therese Bornhop at (714) 363-
2053.

Save the Date!
Join St. Norbert School’s 7th Annual 
Golf Tournament June 27, 2022, at 
Yorba Linda Country Club. Proceeds 
benefit the school’s Legacy of Light, 
which funds much-needed capital 
projects such as new HVAC units, 
upgrades to LED lighting and a new 
softball backstop. Looking for more 
information or interested in sponsor-
ing the event? Please visit saintnor-
bertschool.org/golf or call principal 
Joe Ciccoianni at (714) 637-6822 .

Invest in our Future
Have you or someone you know been 
blessed to the extent of being able to 
contribute significantly to a cause that 
will impact generations of students 
and their families? Donations are a 
wonderful way to honor a loved one 
who valued Catholic education or fa-
vorite teachers and their long-lasting 
impact. Please consider a monetary 
gift or non-cash financial instruments 
of any size, such as stocks or mutual 
funds, to St. Norbert Catholic School. 

Our needs include: 

• SNCS Endowment Fund: Provides 
financial support now and into the 
future. Funds are used to reduce or 
stabilize the school’s deficit.
• Tuition Assistance Fund: Gifts of 
any amount help families struggling 
to meet their child(ren)’s tuition costs 
(about $7,000/year). 
• Legacy of Light: Contributions help 
finance projects and maintenance 
that improve the school’s safety, dura-
bility, beauty and energy efficiency. 
• Kathy Oldham Children’s Fund: 
Supports our school in a way that 
honors our dear friend Kathy Oldham 
and her love of family, children, faith 
and art education. We were able to 
open a new art studio in honor of 
Kathy’s legacy and continue to be able 
to fund art classes every trimester 
thanks to donations. 

St. Norbert Catholic School is a 501(c)
(3) charitable organization. Gifts are 
tax deductible. To arrange a donation, 
please call (714) 637-6822 or email 
info@saintnorbertschool.org. Thank 
you for your consideration. 

 I N  M E M O R I U M
STAFF & FACULTY
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Paula Verkuylen (2006), who 
was crowned Miss City of 
Orange in 2015, has been 
named manager of external 
communications at The Walt 
Disney Company in Burbank. 

Brian Bornhop (2007) has 
been living in Vietnam the last 
five years teaching English 
and working as a sales rep for 
a plywood company there.

After graduating from Mis-
souri Valley College with 
honors majoring in crim-
inology and minoring in 
psychology, Noah Babiak 
(2009) completed the Central 
Missouri Police Academy in 
December and is now work-
ing as a police officer.

For the last two years, Robbie 
King (2009) has been deliv-
ering the afternoon news as 
an anchor/reporter at radio 
station 107.9 KUZZ in Bakers-
field.

2010s
After graduating from Servite 
and then University of Notre 
Dame, AJ Jimenez (2012) is 
now working as a business 
developer for tech company 
Ericsson Emodo in New York.

In his first season at Southern 
New Hampshire University, 
men’s lacrosse player Jack 
Terrones (2016) was named 
to the All-Rookie Team having 
scored a team-high 25 goals. 

Kevin Kissinger (2016) re-
turned to SNCS to coach the 
boys basketball A teams.

What have you been up to? We’d 
love to hear! Email your Alumni 
Update to alumni@saintnorbert-
school.org.

 A R O U N D  C A M P U S
Nano Makes Her Debut
Nano Nagle, foundress of the Sisters 
of the Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, was immortalized on 
campus with a 4’6” golden bronze-
hued statue in 2018. About six of 
those sisters founded the St. Norbert 
School in 1965. 

Nano stands atop a planter outside 
the school office, holding a lantern. 
She welcomes visitors and inspires 
the school children to emulate Nano’s 
vision and courage, says SNCS princi-
pal Joe Ciccoianni.  

“It’s incredibly important for the 
children to know about the sisters,” 
Ciccoianni says. “Devoting one’s life to 
God as a religious is an admirable and 
worthwhile way to serve. I want the 
children to see it’s a great way to live 
their life.” 

Mosaic Artwork Relocated
As their parting gift to St. Norbert 
Catholic School, the class of 1974 
created this 2-foot by 10-foot mo-
saic of the Blessed Virgin Mary that 
welcomed the school community for 
many years. 

When the school underwent earth-
quake retrofitting in the late 2000s, 
the facade of the front of the school 
was updated with stucco and the tile 
art piece was moved to its current 
location, right outside the school 
office facing the second grade class-
room. 

Nativity Scene Donated
Longtime SNCS supporters and 
founding parents Terrance and 
Elizabeth Barry, through their Barry 
Foundation, donated a near-life-size 
nativity scene, which was set up this 
past Christmas season on campus. 

The Barrys continue to support SNCS 
in a variety of ways, including do-
nations to the school’s annual golf 
tournament. We are beyond grateful 
for their generosity.



Former Teacher Now SNCS Parent
After serving as the 7th grade homeroom teacher from 
1998 to 2001, and interim principal during his last six 
months, Bill O’Connell moved on 
to Garden Grove Unified School 
District. After seven years, Bill left 
the field of education and joined 
the family business—O’Connell 
Hospitality Group—as the CEO of 
their six Anaheim hotels. However, 
his loyalty to SNCS remained—all 
four of his children have attended 
the school. 

Bill says his fondest memories include the 8th grade 
overnight every May.

“The spiritual retreats were the icing on the cake getting 
the students prepared for high school,” Bill says. “They 
were such a maturing experience, where the kids 
really embraced their faith and shared how much they 
appreciated each other. Former students would come 
back and give them encouragement; that really set 
them up for high school.”

Never Too Far From Campus
Students who had Mrs. Connie Thomas in 5th grade can 
surely recite the books of the Bible or every state capital 
thanks to her catchy tunes. Mrs. Thomas taught at SNCS 
1981 to 2007, retired for three years, then returned to 
SNCS to co-teach 2nd grade with Mrs. Sally Debevec for 
another three years.  

“In my first years the classes were very large, sometimes 
40 students in a class,” says Mrs. Thomas. “We had no 
aides, no air conditioning. Teachers covered recess duty. 
Parent volunteers covered lunch duty.”
 
Alumni may also remember Mrs. Thomas’ storied travels. 
When students would get rowdy, she’d pick up her suit-
case that sat in the corner of the classroom, walk out one 
door and back through the room’s other door. Students 
would then have to guess where she had “travelled” to 
based on geographical clues. “The kids loved it and it 
really helped calm them down,” she says.

And when students excelled? She’d jump on her desk 
and bust out a silly dance. “I’d have a student on the 
lookout since [former principals] Sister Frances and Mr. 
John Loffer were afraid I’d fall off my desk,” laughs Mrs. 
Thomas.

Mrs. Thomas says she is most proud of starting the 
speech club on campus.

 

“I wasn’t sure 5th graders could handle conducting 
meetings, writing speeches, and presenting them in 
front of their peers,” says Mrs. Thomas. “I was pleasant-
ly surprised when they exceeded my expectations. The 
students continued to demonstrate speaking skills with 
poise and confidence. It was my greatest joy to celebrate 
their progress.”
 
When she’s not watching Angels baseball games or visit-
ing family on the East Coast, Mrs. Thomas can be found 
roaming the SNCS halls.

“Yes, I’m still substitute teaching,” says Mrs. Thomas, 
whose two grandchildren graduated from SNCS. ”St. 
Norbert continues to hold a special place in my heart.”
 
Thank you, Mrs. Thomas, for your time and attention.

CONNIE THOMAS (right) enjoys Spring Training in 
Arizona with daughter Jayne.

 F A C U L T Y  &  S T A F F  N O T E S

From Teaching 
to Training
Camille Ricupito began her career 
as an educator at SNCS, teaching 
from 1998 to 2000. Ricupito left for 
Canyon Rim Elementary School in 
Anaheim Hills, where she currently 
teaches 2nd grade. Camille is also a 
certified personal trainer at Fit Body 
Boot Camp in Corona.

Enjoying Her Retirement
Janne Gomes spent 28 years at SNCS—
the first 14 as a parent, then the second 
half as a teacher’s aide. These days, 
Janne is enjoying retirement visiting 
with family and friends—and working on 
a nail client or two. She says she cher-
ishes all of her fond memories of SNCS.

“I really enjoyed working with the junior 
high kids,” Janne says. “I think that was one of my greatest 
callings in life. I loved all of the teachers and families.”


