
 



 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA CONNECTIONS 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/norfolknorwoodraymondville/ 
Website: https://norfolknorwoodraymondville.org 
Email: visitationchurch@centralny.twcbc.com 

 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING – TITHING 
How much time have you spent this week in prayer for 

others and for the work of the Church? 
 

Parish of the Visitation and St. Raymond 
May 16 – 17, 2020 – $890.00 
Adult Env. $620.00 
Maintenance $75.00, Fuel & Heat $30.00 
Sanctuary Lamp $20.00, Donation $40.00 
Mass Intention $10.00, Holy Land $10.00,  
Catholic Home Mission $30.00, Ascension $35.00 
Catholic Home Missions $30.00 
 

St. Andrew’s Church 
May 16 – 17, 2020 – $1,510.00 
Adult Env. $1,121.00, Fuel $145.00 
Maintenance $175.00, Catholic Charities $43.00 
Easter Flowers $10.00, Catholic Relief $13.00 
Holy Land $3.00 
 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot  
at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart ... 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never  
permit me to be separated from You.” 

Private Mass Intentions offered by Fathers Giroux and Amyot this week 
 

Saturday, May 23 – Gordon McDonald by Jan & Family 
 

Sunday, May 24 – Vince Penderghest by Mary Dean 
         The People of the Parishes 
 

Monday, May 25 – Sue Ann Cutler by the Cutler Family 
                   Hugh Miller by Annabelle LaForest 

 

Tuesday, May 26 – Living & Deceased Members of the Dawson & Stiefvater Families by the Dawson Children 
                    Duff Lavigne by the Lawrence Family 

 

Wednesday, May 27 – Patrick Grady by SA Altar & Rosary Society 
                          Agatha Carson by Natalie & John LaBarge 

 

Thursday, May 28 – Margaret & Leonard Bryant by their Children 
                      Rev. J. Everett Denesha & Family by Rev. J. Everett Denesha Estate 
 

Friday, May 29 – All Souls by Parishioners 
 

Saturday, May 30 – Harry Clark by Nancy Demo 
 

Sunday, May 31 – The People of the Parishes 
         Ed Ferguson by Barbara 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
The Sanctuary Lamp burned this week at The 
Church of the Visitation for all lost to Covid-19 

by Gil & Carol Gonthier. 
And at St. Andrew’s Church it burns this week for 

Chuck McGinnis by Patty & Family. 
You can memorialize the sanctuary candle 

for an offering of $10.00. 
Please contact the parish office. 

Counters are still needed weekly to do the tally 
each week.  If you need to know who is scheduled 
please contact the office 315-384-4242 



 
Update on Reopening Public Sunday Mass 
 

As you know, Governor Cuomo has placed the opening of houses of worship in Phase 4 of the plan to 
reopen New York State.  The governor’s office has asked for and received copies of the plans of the upstate 
dioceses, including ours, and is evaluating them to see if it might be possible to reopen our churches at an 
earlier date.  Right now the earliest date we could reopen is June 26th.  We will keep you posted on 
developments.  As of Ascension Thursday, Governor Cuomo stated that we may have public services for 
groups of ten or less, provided all precautions are in place.  Parishes must submit their plan before opening 
up for public services. 
 

Bishop LaValley has asked pastors to prepare for reopening so that we are ready when we are able to do so.  
Prior to resuming public worship, a parish must formulate a parish plan that will allow for the celebration of 
Sunday Mass in a safe and responsible way.  Bishop LaValley has given pastors a draft decree that includes 
the guidelines for celebrating Mass with precautions that will prevent the spread of the coronavirus.  In order 
to formulate an acceptable parish plan, the pastor must include guidelines for social distancing, on-going 
cleaning and disinfecting of worship spaces, the placement of signs and markings to assure social distancing 
and safe movement of parishioners during Mass, the wearing of masks during Mass by the faithful,  
requesting that sick persons or those at higher risk for coronavirus remain home and not come to Church, 
placement of hand sanitizer at the entrances of churches and a safe protocol for the distribution of Holy 
Communion.  Once the plan is formulated, the pastor will submit an attestation form to Bishop LaValley, 
stating that the parish has a plan for the celebration of Mass that meets the requirements of the decree for 
the reopening of Sunday Mass.  Only when we have been given the “go ahead” to resume Mass and the 
pastor has received the approval of Bishop LaValley may he reopen the Sunday Mass for public 
participation. 
 

Bishop LaValley wants to make us aware of the changes we will have to make once public worship is 
allowed.  These changes will require the understanding and cooperation of us all.  These changes include: 
• Our churches will have to undergo intensive cleaning and sanitizing to reduce the spread of the virus. 
• At the outset, only a certain number of people will be able to physically go to Mass.  This is largely 

determined by the size of the church and the requirements of social distancing. 
• All parishioners will be encouraged to wear face coverings while in church to protect themselves and 

others. 
• There will be no holy water in fonts to reduce the risk of infection. 
• No offertory processions. 
• No passing of the collection basket.  The basket will be placed in a fixed location and parishioners will 

be asked to drop their contributions into the basket as they enter or leave the church. 
• The distribution of Communion will be different because of necessary distancing. 
• No worship aids will be available for use, such as missalettes and hymnals.  This will reduce the risk of 

spreading the virus. 
• There will be no choirs in the early phases of our return to public worship. 
• There will be no congregating in the church, on the steps or at the doors of the church so we can 

maintain social distancing. 
• Bishop LaValley will extend the dispensation for Sunday Mass until further notice. 
• Those who are sick or are at higher risk for coronavirus will be asked to stay home and not come to 

church.  The symptoms for coronavirus include a fever over 100.4, cough, shortness of breath, fever, 
chills, unexplained muscle pain, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, etc.  If you have any of these 
symptoms you should not attend Mass or visit your parish church. 

• If the parish priest has any symptoms of coronavirus or any respiratory illness, he will not celebrate 
public Mass.  In such cases, other provisions for a Sunday Celebration may be made. 
 

The safety and health of our priests and parishioners is an essential goal of our plans to reopen public 
Sunday Mass.  We do not want to undo the progress that has been made, through the grace of God, to 
lessen the spread of coronavirus.  We must be deliberate in continuing social distancing, personal hygiene, 
wearing masks, disinfecting often touched surfaces, and respecting the health and well-being of those 
around us.  We ask your cooperation and patience as we move forward.  Please pray to St. Joseph, 
protector of the Church, as we move forward with these important endeavors. 



 
COMMUNITY LUNCH PROGRAM FOR KIDS 

2020 BACK2SCHOOL EVENT 
CLPK has scheduled a BACK2SCHOOL celebration 
for all district children on Wednesday, August 26th at 
NNCS.  At this time we are not sure what this event will 
look like, but we plan to have at least a modified version 
of it for the over 200 school age children in the 
Community Lunch Program for Kids. 
At this time we would like to ask anyone with children 
to hold onto any gently used winter coats, snow pants 
etc that your children may have outgrown.  We would 
like to collect them later in the summer and offer them 
to the children in our program.  (There may be some 
question as to when school will be starting, but we can 
almost 100% guarantee that winter will arrive on time 
and we will have children in need of winter coats!) We 
will let you know of a drop off point in the very near 
future. 
 
 

OUTREACH TO THE UNAFFILIATED 
 

Produced by the USCCB's Committee on 
Evangelization and Catechesis this video 
offers insight from expert evangelists and 
sociologists, as well as young people who 
don't aff i l iate with any religion: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znyE
svbrM8k 
Download the discussion guide right here: 
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-
teachings/how-we-
teach/evangelization/outreach-to-the-
unaffiliated.cfm 
 
 

MASS AT HOME 
 

Participating in Mass at home is participation in a 
real and valid liturgy. Even though we are not 
physically together for Mass, we are united in our 
love of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. We are 
in God’s presence as we listen to God’s word in the 
Scripture and acknowledge the Lord’s presence in 
the Eucharist. Area Masses being offered can be 
found at this link https://www.rcdony.org/livemass 
 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
In times of crisis, when it is not possible to receive 
the Body of Christ, it is acceptable to make an Act of 
Spiritual Communion. Spiritual Communion is a 
deep routed desire to receive Jesus and to remain 
close to Him even though we are unable to be 
physically present with our faith community. It also 
applies to situations when we are present in 
community but cannot receive the Eucharist. 
 
 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN MEN’S RETREAT 
 

MEN'S RETREAT: A weekend with the “Apostle of 
Common Sense,” G.K. Chesterton.  Where/when: The 
Lodge at Guggenheim Center in Saranac Lake Friday, 
June 5 - Sunday, June 7.  $100 includes meals/lodging. 
Registration to begin in mid-May. Contact John Miner 
518-354-0727 or jdminer@roadrunner.com for details 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL 
 

We have been asked to forward a message on behalf 
of Catholic Charities.  The success of the Catholic 
Charities Mother’s Day Appeal relies on the generosity 
of our parishioners. The Appeal is a critical component 
of Catholic Charities’ operating budget. The current 
restrictions on public Sunday Mass in New York State 
prevent us from conducting this Appeal on Mother's 
Day. Therefore, the 2020 Catholic Charities Mother’s 
Day Appeal will be moved to Father’s Day, June 21, 
2020.  It is our hope that we will be able to gather for 
Mass by that time. Information for the Appeal will be 
distributed via the North Country Catholic and the 
diocesan website.  Please know that parishioners can 
still make online pledges at www.cathcharities.org. If 
you have any questions, contact Catholic Charities 
Director Patrick Donahue at pdonahue@rcdony.org. 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 

Stepping Stones is still collecting returnables and 
appreciate those who have continued to drop them 
off at the rectory garage.  If you need them picked 
up please let us know. 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

With all of us being unable to celebrate physically 
together at Mass now for two months, Pastors continue 
to express their gratitude from the continued support of 
parishioners throughout the Diocese.  Parishioners 
have continued to contribute their weekly offertory gifts 
through the mail, personal delivery to the rectory or on-
line (for those who are set up accordingly).  Realizing 
this weekly support of their parishes is the primary 
source of funding the day-to-day operations of the 
parishes which continue during these social distancing 
efforts. Seasonal residents who feel they may not be 
able to make it to the North County this year with the 
current environment have also been sending in 
support. Your continued generous support is very 
much appreciated by Bishop LaValley, your pastors 
and the Development Office. 
https://www.rcdony.org/giving/donate-now-capital-
campaign.html (Capital Campaign link) 
 
https://www.rcdony.org/giving/donate-now-bishop-s-
fund.html (Bishop’s Fund Appeal link) 
 
We are so grateful for your continued support. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP:  
During this month of May Bishop LaValley consecrated 
our Diocese to St. Joseph and re-consecrated our 
Diocese to Mary.  We are reminded that “Mary, the 
Mother who cared for Jesus, now cares with maternal 
affection and pain for the wounded world…At her side 
in the Holy Family of Nazareth, stands the figure of St. 
Joseph. He too can teach us how to show care; he can 
inspire us to work with generosity and tenderness in 
protecting this world which God has entrusted to us." 
(Laudato Si, Para. # 241-242) Let us ask Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph to be with us and guide us to bring a 
healing touch to the world today. 



 
BISHOP LAVALLEY WORK ON A PLAN FOR 

THE RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC WORSHIP 
 

For the latest in the plans for the resumption of 
public worship watch Bishop LaValley’s video 
found both on our Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/norfolknorwoodraymondvil
le/ and on the homepage of our website: 
https://norfolknorwoodraymondville.org 
 

We will need your prayers, patience and 
cooperation.  There will be challenges as we seek 
to provide public worship while safeguarding the 
health and well-being of us all.  We need to work 
together to be ready for the re-opening of our 
churches and return to Sunday Mass.  Please pray 
to St. Joseph, protector of the Church, for his 
intercession and guidance. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH OF THE VISITATION AND ST. 
RAYMOND'S SUMMER SOCIAL 

After much careful consideration, we have decided 
to cancel our annual Summer Social scheduled in 
mid-August.  As much as everyone looks forward to 
this community building, fundraising event, we feel 
it is better to err on the side of caution and cancel. 
We look forward having our Social back in 2021… 
bigger and better than ever! 
Thank you for your understanding! Stay well! 
 
 

PVSR PRAYER LINE – LET US PRAY 
 

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish 
family and friends who suffer emotionally, spiritually, 
or physically especially for; Leo Bond, and Tyler 
Ebersole.  If you wish to have someone listed for one 
month, please contact the Parish office at 315-384-
4242. 
Anyone from Our Catholic Parishes may request to 
have a person included in the bulletin for prayers. We 
will adhere to the practice of including a name for one 
month before removing it. Prayer can always be 
requested again at any time. 

ST. ANDREW’S PRAYER LINE 
 

Members of our Parish who would like a member of 
their family or a close friend put on our Prayer Line are 
asked to call either Doreen Valade @ 315-212-5729 
or Ann Miller @ 315-353-2950. Please be sure the 
person we will be praying for agrees to this before you 
call.  Everything you share with us is kept confidential.  
 
 

CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL 
 

Before the coronavirus pandemic, over 40 percent 
of dioceses in the United States could not fund 
essential pastoral work, so they are considered 
home mission territory. Please consider how you 
can help through a gift to the Catholic Home 
Missions Appeal. We can ease the struggle of our 
fellow American dioceses through your generous 
gift. More information can be found at 
www.usccb.org/home-missions. 
 
 

OBERAMMERGAU PILGRIMAGE 
POSTPONED UNTIL 2022 

Austria and Germany Pilgrimage, September 2020 
2022.  Classic Austria and Germany Pilgrimage 
Featuring the Passion Play of Oberammergau! 
 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

We may have be out of the buildings, but we have 
continued to work with and implement remote 
learning with our children. Time for faith formation 
did not come to a halt.  Our catechists have been 
reaching out to their faith families during this time of 
uncertainty.  Each week they receive the Sunday 
readings, a children’s bulletin, and some activities 
that can be shared.  Sacramental lessons have 
continued though we do not have any set plans of 
when they will be received as of yet.  When we do 
we will be prepared.  If you would like to continue to 
receive the readings each week until we are able to 
come back together contact either your catechist or 
Mrs. G. at cgonthier@twcny.rr.com. 
Please, keep us in your prayers as you are in ours 
to see that now is a time to remain in our faith and 
support one another.  Keep the faith, stay safe! 
 
 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Reporting Abuse: As part of the Safe Environment 
Program followed so closely today by the Church in 
the North Country we want to inform people that 
ample opportunities exist for reporting incidents of 
abuse.  For further information please talk with Fr. 
Giroux, Carol Gonthier, or visit the diocesan 
website. 
Victims Assistance Coordinator 
Terrianne Yanulavich, LMHC, PhD.  
Lic, 000186  NPI: 1356531149 
5050 Route 374, Merrill, NY 12955 
email: terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 
Phone: Day time is 518-651-2267, 
evenings: 518-569-0612 



 


