[bookmark: _GoBack]Novena to St. Jude
Day 9


Called and Sent Forth
On this final evening of the Novena, it seems appropriate to spend a little time reflecting on Saint Jude. Our Gospel reading this evening gives us the call of the apostles, among them Judas, the son of James, also called Jude. St. Jude is one of the lesser-known apostles and we know little about his life. He usually comes at the end of the list of the apostles, and the gospels only give him one line of dialogue, when he asks Jesus, “How is it you will manifest yourself to us and not to the world?” 
We know that Jude traveled with Simon, and their feast day is celebrated together. We know that he is a powerful intercessor, and we turn to him particularly when all seems most bleak and hopeless. We know that he was a martyr, and this fact tells us something about how he lived his life. It tells us that he lived his faith openly and in such a way that authorities saw him as dangerous. Christians who live their faith privately are seldom martyred. 
While Jude is one of the lesser-known apostles, here is what’s important. We do know him. More than 2000 years after his death we remember him, and the fruits of his work live on. Jude’s job, like the task of all of the apostles, and like our own task, was to point away from himself and toward the risen one. It is appropriate that we know little about Jude, but a great deal about Christ, and it suggest to us that Saint Jude and the other apostles and first followers of Jesus did their job well. 
We heard in today’s Gospel that Jesus chose and called Jude, along with the other apostles, after spending a night in solitude and prayer on the mountain. When we hear of a call in scripture, it’s generally combined with being sent. We are called and then we are sent forth.  Saint Jude, like the other apostles and like us, was called and then sent out on mission. It is believed that Saint Jude traveled throughout Mesopotamia (present-day Iraq), Libya, Turkey, and Persia. One symbol of Saint Jude is a boat with sails billowing, symbolizing the journeys he made for Christ. 
God does not ask most of us to undertake dangerous voyages over long distances,  or to accept martyrdom. But like Saint Jude, we do each have a call and have each been sent. We are all called to be evangelizers, in our homes, or our communities, or our places of work. We are all called to proclaim the Word, sometimes through preaching, and often through simply living Gospel values.  
In another gospel passage, we hear a little more about what it means to be called and sent. Jesus sends his disciples forth in pairs and gives them specific instructions. They are to carry no money bag with them, no sack, no sandals. They are to eat what is set before them and their message is to be one of peace. As we are sent forth at the conclusion of this novena, it may be helpful to ask ourselves a few questions. What does it mean for us today to be evangelizers who take nothing with us? Perhaps it means, at least in part, to trust that our gifts and talents and preparation, small though they may be, will be enough. And what does it mean to eat whatever is set before us? Perhaps it means, at least in part, to accept with open hands what is offered to us, and know that it comes from God, and it will be enough. 
I have heard the coming together of the people of God in worship described as the breath of God, as God breathing in and gathering us into the assembly, and then breathing out and sending us forth in mission. It seems to me that image applies beautifully to our time together over these past nine days.  God breathed in and gathered us into this place. We have faithfully listened to the Spirit and responded.  Now God breathes out and sends us forth to continue in mission. 

