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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Catholic community of St. Joseph on the Rio Grande is a 
member of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and is in union with the Roman 
Catholic Church. We believe in and celebrate the presence of Christ in 
our world through Word and Sacrament. We strive to make Jesus  
known in the local community through ministries of faith, hospitality, 
liturgy, compassion and justice. 

For more information contact the Parish Office 505-839-7952 



  NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AT ST. JOSEPH ON THE RIO GRANDE  

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Catholic Daughters participates in the religious, charitable and educational Apostolates of 
the Church.  Members embrace the principles of faith through love in the promotion of 
justice, equality, the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all. 

Knights of Columbus 
Mathias Barrett Council is anchored at St. Joseph on the Rio Grande parish. Activities 
include projects to benefit the parish as well as the broader community. Our goals are to 
make this a better spiritual and fraternal organization for us all to pray together, take part 
in social activities, to be recognized by the church, state and supreme officials and have 
our voices heard. To develop pride in ourselves, our church, our community and to make 
this a safer place for our children. 

Legion of Mary 
The Legion of Mary is an association of Catholic Laity who serve the Church on a 
voluntary basis. Active members serve God under the banner of Mary, practicing the 
Spiritual works of Mercy.  The main apostolate of the Legion consists in activities 
directed towards men and women, young and old as well as people from the margins of 
society (homeless, prostitutes, prisoners, etc.) and non-Catholics. St. Joseph on the Rio 
Grande is fortunate to have two Presidia available to join. 

Mercy Associates 
Mercy associates are women and men who discern a call from God to actively engage in 
a commitment to mercy within a formal relationship with the Sisters of Mercy. Mercy 
Associates respond to the Gospel invitation of Jesus to minister to those who are poor, 
sick and uneducated through the spiritual and corporal works of mercy. Associates live 
out their commitments in independent lifestyles, answering the call to compassion within 
the content of their daily lives. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is dedicated to helping others through personal contact. 
Volunteers use every means possible to help the poor though friendships, support, and 
encouragements. They visit families in their homes, when they experience difficulty 
paying rent or utilities or need food or furnishings. 



LITURGY MINISTRIES AT ST. JOSEPH ON THE RIO GRANDE  

Altar servers             
Altar servers experience fulfillment in being prayer leaders for our community. They 
assist us in celebrating the mysteries of our religion. This ministry is open to all 
parishioners 10 years and older who have received their First Holy Communion and 
registered in the parish. Training is provided. 

African American Catholic Community 
St Joseph on the Rio Grande support the African American community. Several times per 
year an African American Mass is celebrated for the community. 

Art and the Environment 
Decorate and maintain the Church for Feast Days. No special artistic talent is needed. 
Open to parishioners who desire to create an atmosphere for worship. Meet several times 
a year, for the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter. 

Choir 
Provide liturgical music for Mass, both vocal and instrumental, for special events and 
services. Open to parishioners 16 years and up. Practice weekly. A choir is needed for all 
four weekend Masses, Saturday 5pm, and Sunday 8 am, 10 am and 12noon. 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Assist the priests and deacons in distributing the Precious Body and Blood to 
parishioners, during Mass, and those who are homebound and living in nursing homes. 
Training is provided several times per year. 

Ushers / Greeters (Hospitality of the Liturgy) 
Maintain the flow of parishioners during Mass and prepare the community for worship. 
Direct preparation of the Gifts and collections, and work to maintain a safe church 
environment.  Greeters are the first warm friendly faces that the faithful see as they enter 
the worship space.  

Lectors 
Lectors proclaim the Scriptures during the Liturgy of the Word during the celebration of 
Eucharist. They prepare themselves by studying Scripture, praying about the specific 
reading they will be proclaiming and learning and practicing proclamation techniques. 
Several workshops each year are provided to update them on Scriptures as well as 
proclamation techniques. This ministry facilitates the flow of liturgy. 

Sacristan The sacristan and assistants maintain the sanctuary, make certain there are 
enough hosts and wine for consecration, and insure that the altar area is orderly.

Children’s Christmas Mass
The Children’s Christmas Mass is held on Christmas Eve at 4pm.The children participate 
in the Gospel reading at this Mass. There are up to 4 mandatory rehearsals during the 
month of December.



Technology- Technology Ministry is responsible for the projection system and the sound 
system during our liturgies. 

JUSTICE MINISTRIES AT ST. JOSEPH ON THE RIO GRANDE 

Knights of Columbus.  See National Organizations 
St. Vincent de Paul. See National Organizations 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas. See National Organizations. 

Loaves and Fish (Outreach) 
The Loaves and Fish Ministry is the parish’s way of bringing Jesus to our community 
through contributions of nonperishable food, and basic need items to establish assistance 
ministries within the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and by doing so, lets God work through us. 
Our primary support is our ongoing efforts to our parish sister San Jose. 

Caring and Sharing (Outreach) 
Once per month, nonperishable food items are individually packaged for the homeless 
and distributed to places where the food packages are accessible to them. Volunteers are 
always welcome. 

HOSPITALITY MINISTRIES /GROUPS 

Welcome Ministry 
The Welcome Ministry seeks to create an atmosphere of community for all parishioners, 
especially those new to the parish, by presenting them with a packet of vital information 
about parish membership. The Welcome Ministry also staffs the Information Desk in the 
Gathering Space, which can register new parishioners, give contact information for all 
parish ministries, and answer most questions. 

Our Lady’s Rosary Makers (Outreach) 
Make mission rosaries for missions around the world and to local charities. Meetings are 
on the first and third Thursday of each month. 

Social Activities 
Social Activities Ministry eagerly looks for ways to make real and loving friendship  
that is the mark for the Catholic parish. This ministry plans the Posadas, Lenten Fish Fry 
and the Annual Parish Picnic.  

Senior Singles from A-Zeke (NEW MINISTRY) 
The primary intent of this ministry is to allow senior singles the opportunity to form 
community through prayer and fellowship at St. Joseph on the Rio Grande Catholic 
Church. Meetings are the second and fourth Wednesday of the month. Activity calendar 
can be found at the Information Desk. 



COMPASSION OUTREACH MINISTRIES/GROUPS 

Consolation Ministry  
The Ministry of Hope and Consolation represents the “sympathetic heart” of the parish to 
those who are grieving. After experiencing training from the Catholic Center, members of 
this ministry are ready to offer help, support, heartfelt listening, and as much or as little 
practical services desired by families who are grieving. 

Nursing Home Ministry (Ladera and Ravena) 
Provide Communion service to Catholic residents, as a group, or in their rooms, at the 
nursing home. Ashes are also distributed on Ash Wednesday. Training is provided 
several times per year. 

Prayer Quilt and Shawl  
The Prayer Quilt and Shawl Ministry reaches out to those who are in need of comfort 
while going through a difficult time. This ministry creates one of a kind quilt and shawls 
for the many times of our life. For example, for those undergoing medical procedures, 
comfort after a loss, times of stress, during an illness and recovery. There is no obligation 
to attend all the meetings. Requests for a shawl may be made through the church office. 

Christmas Basket Ministry  
In the Christmas Basket ministry, we experience the joy of “Making Jesus Known” in our 
local community by providing food for adopted families and gifts to the children in those 
families during the Christmas season. We start in September with a few volunteers and 
by December many in the parish have volunteered in one aspect or another. We collect 
money after each Mass in the gathering space to fund our cause, and our adopted families 
come from our surrounding schools, St. Vincent de Paul, and from our parish.  

FAITH MINISTRIES/GROUPS 

Adult Formation 
The basic principle of Adult Faith Formation ministry is the reality that from our baptism, 
until we return to the Father, we are in a process of life-long learning and formation in 
faith. This ministry seeks to provide opportunities for adults to strengthen their 
relationship with God, to deepen their discipleship and to build a strong community of 
believers. Ministry members meet regularly for three purposes: to work together on their 
own spiritual formation, to plan together the teaching and formation activities to be 
presented, and to promote a sense of common purpose in the ministry. They are aware 
that they are being formed in knowledge, understanding and wisdom that is itself life- 
long. 



Youth Faith Formation 
St. Joseph on the Rio Grande offers Youth Formation programs (religious education 
instruction) and Youth Sacramental Preparation programs to the children of our parish. 
We minister to children ages four through High School (Confirmation). The Youth Faith 
Formation program begins in early fall and continues until May. Sessions are currently 
offered on Sunday and Monday.  When possible, we follow the APS schedule regarding 
holidays. 

Men of St. Joseph (Prayer group) 
The Men of St. Joseph is a prayer group for men of the parish that meet every Friday 
morning at 6am for prayer and the occasional meeting. 

Praying Mothers 
The Praying Mothers is a small faith group that meets on the third Tuesday of the month 
in Santo Nino room from 10-12 noon. New members are always welcome. 

Pro-life Monday Night Rosary Group 
Rosary for Pro-life meets every Monday at 6PM in the church. 

Breaking Open the Word Group 
Breaking Open the Word meets every Monday evening at 7:00PM. This is an 
opportunity to parishioners to read and discuss the readings for the upcoming Sunday so 
to be better prepared to hear God’s Word at Mass. MEETS OFF CAMPUS

Vacation Bible School 
The Vacation Bible School Ministry offers a week-long program in June for children of 
the parish.  Parents are recruited to help as instructors and aides, as well as young adults 
of the recent Confirmation classes.  Planning for this ministry begins in the late winter 
and helpers are always welcome to participate in preparation  

RCIA/RCIC (Formation) 
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) process is the church’s welcoming to 
those who are not Catholic and wish to be and those who are baptized in the Catholic 
faith but have not had other formation and are seeking to celebrate the Sacraments of 
First Communion and Confirmation. 

The RCIA process also includes an adaptation for children called The Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Children (RCIC), which meets on Tuesday evenings and Sunday mornings. 
“Inquirers” meet at 6:00pm every Tuesday evening, and leave around 6:50PM. 
“Catechumen” meet at 6:30 PM to around 7:30PM every Tuesday evening as well. 
Sunday we “break open the Word” during the 10:00AM Mass immediately following the 
Liturgy of Word every week. This is a year long ministry. 



Scripture Ministry (Bible Study) 
The Scripture Ministry offers parishioners opportunities to respond to Vatican II 
document on Divine Revelation, urging Catholics to become familiar with scripture from 
a Catholic point of view. Scripture Study contributes to faith formation as an aid to 
knowing Jesus Christ more intimately, by use of scripture as a source of prayer, and to 
better understand our faith from the sources of Scripture and Tradition. 

The parish offers scripture study during the year, using two approaches to the study. The 
Little Rock Scripture program uses commentaries and a study guide to discuss specific 
books of the Bible. The Threshold Bible Study uses scriptural themes such as the persons 
associated with the Passion of Christ and is more oriented to prayer. 

New study opportunities are advertised in the bulletin and sign-up occurs in the 
Gathering Space after Masses. Sign up is required to get a count of books to order. The 
participants cover cost of personal books. Groups meet at the church but could also meet 
in homes if more facilitators become available. 
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