
Ministry Resource Center 

Using the MRC 

Click here to go to the MRC Website.  You can 

view video tutorials to help you navigate our on-

line system. 

Q: Who can use the MRC? 

A: Anyone with access to a device (computer, 

tablet, smartphone) and an internet connection. 

Q: Do I need a library card to check out items? 

A: No, but you have to register as a patron to 

obtain a user name and PIN.  Click Here to 

register as a patron. 

Dealing with the Covid-19 Pandemic 

Inside you will find curated resources to use 

during these troubling times. 

“Great place. Great 

people to help one. 

Excellent services 

and resources. 

Thank you!! …”  

-Mary Reinhardt 

April 3, 2020 

In this brochure: 
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 Coping with pain 

and suffering 

 Using Social Media  
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 Video/audio 
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 Home Schooling  

Resources You Can Access Anywhere 

https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/ 

 

What is the Ministry 

Resource Center? 

The Ministry Resource Center or MRC is a free 

library available to any parishioner.  We have 

thousands of on-line resources available to you.  

The MRC  is funded by the Archdiocesan Catholic 

Appeal.   

Our on-line resources utilize the OverDrive 

system which is used by many public libraries. 

Resources for Lent and Easter 
Between midnight and dawn : A Literary Guide to Prayer 
for Lent, Holy Week, and Eastertide by Arthur, Sarah. - 2015.  
Experience the liturgical seasons of Lent, Holy Week, and East-
ertide in the company of poets and novelists from across the 
centuries. This third literary guide compiled by Sarah Arthur 
completes the church calendar with daily and weekly readings 
for Lent and Easter from classic and contemporary literature. 
New voices such as Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Benjamin 

Alireenz join well-loved classics by Dostoevsky, Rossetti, and Eliot. Light in 
the darkness, illuminating the soul. This rich anthology will draw you deeper 
into God's presence through the medium of the imagination. 
 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 
 

Click here for more Lent and Easter Resources 

https://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHome
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/mrc-patron-registration
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/search?query=Between%20Midnight%20and%20Dawn


More Lent and Easter Resources 
 

The MRC is loaded with eBooks, audio books and steaming 
video  related to Lent and Easter.  These are just a few of the 
popular ones: 
 

Lenten survival guide for kids : I am Supposed to 
Do What?!. by Celano, Peter. - 2014.  
Written for 7-11 year olds, this playful guide ap-
peals to kids who want to know more about what 
adults are telling them is a serious time. Without 
talking down to them, and challenging them to 
learn and do more, the following topics are ex-

plored in detail: What Lent Is, What Lent Definitely Is Not, 40 
Days of Survival Tactics, and A Few Prayers and Practices – 
Only for Kids. 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 
 
Sacred space for lent 2020  by The Irish Jesuits. - 2019.  
Lent, a holy time of introspection and penance in preparation 
for the passion, death, Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus 
Christ, can be further enriched with Sacred Space 
for Lent 2020 , a daily prayer experience from 
Sacred Space, the internationally known online 
prayer guide. Sacred Space for Lent invites 
readers to develop a closer relationship with 
God during this season of prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving. What we know and trust about the 
Sacred Space online prayer experience is now 
available in a compact print format to heighten 
our Lent prayer practice in a way that is accessible, engaging, 
and meaningful to daily life. Throughout the Lenten season, 
each day includes a Scripture reading and points of reflection, 
as well as a weekly topic enhanced by six steps of prayer and 
meditation. With its small size and meaningful message, Sa-
cred Space for Lent is a simple way to build a richer relation-
ship with God and embrace the Lenten season as a sacred 
space. 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 
 
Easter Grace by Paul, Daughters of St. - 2012.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Easter is the most im-
portant celebration in the life of the Church. With 
this book of daily reflections for the season, you 
will unearth a renewed and refreshed spirit in your 
walk with Christ. These reflections are based on a 
lectio divina ("holy reading") prayer method, in line 

with the Pauline tradition. 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 
 
Easter, Season of Life and Fire by Barry Hudock—2017 
In the ancient church, the season of Easter was 
known as the laetissimum spatium—"the most 
joyful space" in the church's calendar. In Easter, 
Season of Life and Fire, Barry Hudock looks at 
the resurrection of Jesus and the wonderful sea-
son that celebrates it through the lens of three 
key Scripture passages. Each one sheds new 
light on both who Jesus is and what it means to be a Christian 
today. 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 

https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/search?query=Lenten%20Survival%20Guide%20for%20Kids
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/search?query=Sacred%20Space%20for%20Lent%202020
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/search?query=Easter%20Grace
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/search?query=Easter%2C%20Season%20of%20Life%20and%20Fire


Here is a sample of resources to 

help you cope with the current situ-

ation bring it into perspective. 

Managing Stress with the Help of Your 
Catholic Faith by Mary Lou Rosien—
2006 

Experiencing stress can be frustrating, 
upsetting, or downright debilitating. Managing it, however, can 
provide a new source of energy, accomplishment, and everyday 
application of the Faith.  This book helps readers 
confront, understand, and overcome challenges. 
Through the teachings and Traditions 
of the Church, it explores the causes of stress, ex-
plains ways to identify personal stress triggers, 
and delivers realistic, helpful tools for coping. 
Written for individuals and support groups, this 
practical resource covers: A better understanding 
of stress and human suffering, Innovative ways to 
break the cyclical nature of stress, Discovering the stress-
reducing impact of receiving Christ in the Eucharist 
and the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Finding comfort and re-
lease in prayer, Taking an outside perspective to avoid stress-
induced selfishness. 

Click here to view this eBook in the library 

 
No One Cries the Wrong Way : Seeing God through Tears by 
Kempf, Joe. - 2012.  
Have you ever found yourself tongue-tied when encountering 
someone suffering, dying, or having just lost someone close? As 

people of faith, we are invited to trust 
in the wonderful goodness of God. Then how are we 
to understand the sufferings of so many 
of God's people? Where is God to be found 
in the midst of a world filled with so much pain and 
loss? What difference does it make to pray? 
No One Cries the Wrong Way offers some glimpses 

into these great questions. Certainly, there are no easy answers. 
Any words about God will fall far short of the truth of 
who God is. Indeed, we stand here before the great mystery. But 
we do not stand along; without hope; or without something to 
offer. Consoling in a way that is both simple and profound, Fr. 
Kempf helps us trust the Love in the midst of the pain. 
At the end of the book, there is a prayer service for each chapter, 
questions for reflect or discussion, and quotes for meditation 
and prayer. 
 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 
 
 
Inner Peace by  Jean Pierre de Caussade - 2012.  
How do I find peace of mind in my stressed-out life? 
Caussade tells us not to fret over the past, nor worry 
about the future because God is at work for our good 
in the midst of every duty and every event. Jean-
Pierre de Caussade was a Jesuit priest best-known as 
the author of Abandonment to Divine Providence. 
 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 

https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/search?query=Managing%20Stress%20with%20the%20Help%20of%20Your%20Catholic%20Faith
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/A7DC69F0-96DF-4559-AE43-BE57494E0D34
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/1005352


Using Social Media 

The church and new media : Blog-

ging Converts, Online Activists, 

and Bishops Who Tweet.    

 Author: Vogt, Brandon.  Copy-

right: 2011.  

  Engaging the digital Revolution. We're experi-

encing the biggest communication shift since 

the printing press. Millions have adopted Face-

book, YouTube, blogs, and Twitter. What does 

this mean for the Church? How can Christians 

harness these new tools to reach out, teach, cul-

tivate community, and change the world? Fol-

lowing Pope Benedict's call to evangelize the 

"digital continent," The Church and New Media 

explores the power and risks of New Media 

while guiding Christians through this new envi-

ronment. 

Click here to view this eBook in the Library.   

  

Connected toward Communion : the church and social commu-

nication in the digital age . 

Author: Zsupan-Jerome, Daniella.  Copyright: 2014.  

We are living in a cultural shift: digital communication has re-

shaped the way we interact with one another, form and main-

tain relationships, and gain knowledge and understanding. 

How might we go about communicating the good news of Je-

sus Christ in the midst of these changes to an emerging culture shaped by 

digital media? This question addresses the whole church, from the baptized 

faithful to pastoral ministers and the institutional structures that serve the 

church locally and globally. In Connected toward Communion, Daniella 

Zsupan-Jerome traces the Roman Catholic Church's contemporary thought 

and practice of social communication, from Inter Mirifica of the Second Vati-

can Council to the church's approach to communicating faith through social 

networking today. Throughout, a key question forms a common thread: how 

might we form pastoral ministers today for serving the church in the digital 

age and beyond?   

Click here to view this eBook in the Library 

 

The social media gospel : Sharing the Good News in New Ways.     

Author: Gould, Meredith.   Copyright: 2013.  

Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, YouTube, and a growing number 

of other social media tools can help you build church, deepen 

faith, and extend your reach in previously unimaginable ways. 

In this easy-to-understand, step-by-step guide to digital minis-

try, church communications professional Meredith Gould goes 

beyond "how to" and explains, "why to" engage your parish in 

the world of social media. Social media tools make it possible to share conver-

sations and content with the long-time faithful, disaffected millennials, the 

homebound, and spiritual seekers within and beyond church-the-building. 

Inspired by the Gospel and centered on Christ, The Social Media Gospel gen-

tly guides you and your church leaders and volunteers through the rapidly 

changing world of social media, helping you preach the Good News in new 

ways.     

 Click here to view this eBook in the library 

 

https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/search?query=the+church+and+the+new+media
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/search?query=Connected%20Toward%20Communion
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/1355685


A Retreat With Pope Francis  2018  
Pope Francis has captured the hearts of the faithful throughout 
the world. Now, you can take a retreat with his words and exam-
ple, opening the door to a deeper relationship with God.  

Pope Francis is a pope of firsts: the first Jesuit, the 
first to take the name Francis, and the 
first pope from the Americas. His papacy has been 
marked by a style of simplicity, warmth, and an em-
phasis on the heart of the Gospel. In his opening 
conference in a retreat to the bishops of Latin Amer-
ica, Francis said, "What moves us most is the desire 

to thank God and to praise him." Like Pope Francis, we are all 
called to conversion, impelled towards the renewal of our faith. 
By walking with Pope Francis, you will discover the importance 
of dialogue with yourself, the world, and God. In this retreat, 
you will enjoy six conferences that delve into the heart 
of Pope Francis's message. Available in two formats:  Streaming 
Video and Audio. 
 
Click here to view this video in the library 
Click here to view this audio book in the library 
 
Praying in color : Drawing a New Path to God by Sybil MacBeth 
- 2013.  
Praying in color can take as little or as much time as you have or 
want to commit, from 15 minutes to a weekend retreat. 
"A new prayer form gives God an invitation and 
a new door to penetrate the locked cells of our hearts 
and minds. For many of us, using only words 
to pray reduces God by the limits of our finite words." 
Maybe you hunger to know God better. Maybe you 
love color. Maybe you are a visual or kinesthetic learner, a dis-
tractable or impatient soul, or a word-weary pray-er. Perhaps 
you struggle with a short attention span, a restless body, or a ten-
dency to live in your head this new prayer form helps to com-
municate with God. This smaller, "portable" edition has also been 
revised and updated by the author for the new format. 
 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 
 
 
Together on Retreat Meeting Jesus in Prayer by James Martin -
 2013  
How can we find God? How can we pray? What can we learn 

about Jesus from the New Testament stories about his 
ministry around the Sea of Galilee? In this innovative e-
book, Rev. James Martin, S.J. invites us on an actu-
al retreat to answer those questions and to encounter 
God's presence in prayer and meditation.  

 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 

https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/3937205
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/3603624
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/8C4BE74A-F1E1-4601-93EB-100DAAB47A90
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/1155741


Want to take advantage of some down time to learn some-
thing new?  The MRC has a large collection of college level 
courses that you can watch (streaming video) or listen to 
(audio books).  Here is a small sample. 

 

Lent, Holy Week, Easter: A Catholic's Guide—2018.  

Learn from award-winning professor and world-
renowned theologian Fr. John Baldovin, S.J. 
(Ph.D. Yale), in this fascinating 12-lecture course 
on the liturgical seasons. Lent, Holy Week, and 
Easter commemorate the crucifixion, death, and 
resurrection of the Lord, Jesus Christ. These 13 
weeks are fundamental to the liturgical year, and 

they are a time of vital importance to Catholics. During this 
time of sacrifice and solemnity, Catholics are called to reflect 
on the presence of Christ in their lives. Now, you are invited 
to join one of the world's leading liturgical scholars on this 
fascinating look at the vital seasons of Lent and Easter.  

Click here to check out this video from the library 

 
Discipleship- 2018.  

This course is singularly outstanding. Disciple-
ship is expertly taught with clear examples and 
an engaging style you will find moving and 
compelling. Your guide, Fr. Anthony Gittins, is 
not only a world-renowned scholar, he is also a 
charismatic presenter who for good reason was 
selected to deliver the 2012 Los Angeles Reli-
gious Education Congress keynote address. 
What does it really mean to be a disciple of Jesus? In the Bible, 
Jesus says to His followers, "If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free." Now, you can dis-
cover this "truth" and how to spread His Word through your 
own life. In Discipleship, you will explore the two vital ele-
ments that compose discipleship: mission and evangelization. 

Click here to check out this video from the library 

 

Click here for more courses 

https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/3937256
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/3937224


Here are some more learning 

opportunities.  You might also 

want to take advantage of 

courses offered by  the Virtual 

Learning Community for Faith 

Formation from the University 

of Dayton.  5 week classes are 

available for $55.  Click Here to 

go to their web site.  

 

Meaning: Exploring the Big Questions of the Cosmos with a 

Vatican Scientist—Fr. Guy Consolmagno—2018 

Explore the big questions of science and religion 

with a Jesuit astronomer. While science and reli-

gion have often been seen as contradictory forc-

es, in reality they complement each other. In-

deed, Catholics have often been at the forefront 

of scientific discovery; the Augustinian friar 

Gregor Mendel innovated the study of genetics, and the Jesuit 

Georges Lemaître first proposed the Big Bang Theory. More 

recently, Pope Francis issued Laudato Si, an encyclical that ad-

dresses global warming. Now, you can join a leading Catholic 

scientist in examining the most vital questions about the uni-

verse.  

Click here to check out this video from the library 

Retrieving Women's Voices in the Christian Theological Tradi-

tion: Four Doctors of the Church  by Elizabeth A. Dreyer—2018 

Encounter four of the most remarkable women in 

the history of Christianity. Since 1970, the Roman 

Catholic Church has named four women "Doctors 

of the Church": Teresa of Ávila, Catherine of Siena, 

Thérèse of Lisieux, and Hildegard of Bingen. De-

spite living in different countries, centuries, and cultural con-

texts, these saints continue to inspire us with their wisdom and 

faith. Now, you can understand each woman's powerful theol-

ogy, letting her spirituality guide your own life. As you explore 

the historical context that gave rise to their ideas, you will learn 

how to retrieve aspects of their theological thought in a critical 

and relevant way today.  

Click here to check this video from the library 

Becoming a Catholic: The History and Practice of Initiation  

by Michael Witczak—2017 

What does it truly mean to enter the Church as a 

disciple of Jesus Christ? This course gives you a 

fascinating understanding of initiation into the 

Catholic Church. Available in two formats. 

Click here to listen to this audio book from the library 

Click here to view this streaming video from the library 

https://vlcff.udayton.edu/
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/3395506
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/3937275?cid=4211
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/3395432
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/3937216


 The MRC has hundreds of 
recources for you to use for 
educating your children in 
the faith! CLICK HERE for a 
complete list. 
 
 

The Creed Explained by Silvia Vecchini—2015 
Introduce children ages 8–12 to the Apostles' Creed 
and the foundations of the Catholic faith. This 
guide explores each of the twelve "articles", or lines, 
of the Apostles' Creed piece by piece. Prayers, re-
flections, a notebook section and quotes from vari-
ous saints and theologians give more depth to the 
articles. The Creed Explained offers the Apostles' 
Creed as a guideline for taking children through the basic tenets 
of Catholicism, and begins to bring them into a deeper under-
standing of God. 
 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 
 
Tackling Tough Topics with Faith and Fiction by Diana Jen-
kins—2014 

Doctrinally-sound, non-preachy, and engaging, this 
faith-based resource opens up the playing field to tackle 
ten tough topics with your 11–14 year-olds through fic-
tional stories. Each chapter focuses on a real life chal-
lenge to the faith as experienced by a fictional character 

and also includes interactive elements. 
 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 
 
My Big Book of Catholic Bible Stories by Thomas Nelson—2011 
With almost 200 stories, this book is an excellent resource 
for children and families to grow together in their faith 
and knowledge of Catholic tradition.  It uses selections 
from the actual text of the highly respected and readable 
New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition, includ-
ing stories from the Deuterocanonical Books. 
 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 
 
Secrets: Visible & Invisible by Theresa Linden & Corinna 
Turner—2018 

Secrets: Visible and Invisible is a collection of short sto-
ries by seven CatholicTeenBooks.com authors. As de-
scribed by Mark Hart of Life Teen International, who 
provides the foreword, "Each story reveals something 
different about the human heart and our constant 

(though, often veiled) desire for truth and virtue." 
 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 
 
The Magician's Nephew, The Chronicles of Narnia, Book 1 
by C. S. Lewis—2009 
Witness the creation of a magical land in The Magician's 
Nephew, the first title in C. S. Lewis's classic fantasy se-
ries, which has captivated readers of all ages for over 
sixty years. 
 
Click here to view this eBook in the library 

https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/collection/240235
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/2109725?cid=240235
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/1680534
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/599372?cid=240235
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/4187131?cid=240235
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/media/191539?cid=240235

