
December Cheer!
Incarnation School Newsletter: December 2021/January 2022

Teacher Feature: Mr. Andrew Utate

Principal's Message!
Dear Incarnation Students, Families, Alumni, and Friends,
 
Greetings from Incarnation! I hope that you are having a blessed Advent season and that you are all
safe and healthy as you prepare for Christmas. We are so excited to share our �rst monthly newsletter
with all of you. This special edition is for December and January and the proceeding newsletters will be
sent out the �rst Friday of each month starting on Friday, February 4th.
 
We hope that this newsletter will be a way to keep you informed and in touch with all of the great
things we have going on each month at the school. There will be a regular feature on one of our
amazing teachers and another on one of our proud alumni. We will share information about our
Student of the Month winners and our Strength of the Month. There will also be special features and
news throughout the year.
 
Incarnation is a great school, but it’s so much more. We have a storied history, a tradition of welcome
and caring, and amazing things happening every day. This newsletter is our way of sharing all of this
with you each and every month! We hope you enjoy it and please be sure to share this with your family
and friends.
 
God bless you all,
Mr. Green

Mr. Utate is a graduate of Incarnation School, Class of 2009. Check
out his graduation picture! He then attended Mount Saint Michael
High School and Lehman College where he majored in Exercise
Science and minored in Computer Science. Mr. Utate came to
Incarnation in 2019 as a substitute for 1st Grade and then
continued in our Early Childhood program as a Teacher Aide. This
school year is his �rst as our Physical Education and Computers
teacher. Mr. Utate is born and bred in Washington Heights and is
part of a family legacy at Incarnation - his brother graduated in 2008
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What made you (Mr. Utate) want to become a
teacher?
I really wanted to give back to the community, speci�cally Washington
Heights. I was born and raised here and it’s important to me to show
these students that there are so many opportunities for them and so
many different kinds of teachers. Also, it’s important for our students to
see someone from their community and culture as a teacher. That
diversity and representation matter.

, his mother graduated in 1979 and three of his uncles graduated
from Incarnation too.

What was your favorite subject in school?
Gym, of course! Also, I really enjoyed learning math and penmanship from Mr. Sarabia.

What is the best part about working at Incarnation?
The environment. There’s such great camaraderie and culture here. The teachers, staff, students and
families - we all work together to make this a great experience for the students.

If you could visit any place in the world, where would you go?
Dubai. The architecture is amazing and the desert would be something to see. The experience of
seeing something new always caught my attention and Dubai would be the �rst of many places.  
 

What is your favorite place in the neighborhood to visit?
Ft. Tryon Park and the Cloisters. I grew up playing on those basketball courts and still play there to this
day.
 

What’s something about you we might not guess?
I collect sneakers.
 

What’s your message for our students at Incarnation?
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Alumni Spotlight: Madeline Cuddy (Tineo) - Class of 1995

To always follow your dreams!
 

Madeline attended Incarnation from Kindergarten through 8th
grade and then went on to attend Aquinas High School and
Dominican College. Currently, Madeline is married with three children
and works as a Counselor at Ossining HS in Ossining, New York.

What are your favorite memories from attending Incarnation?
We had this Earth Day tradition that really stands out in my mind where the whole school would come
together one day a year. We would go out into the street, after all the recesses were �nished, and we
would release balloons into the sky. It was a lot of fun and I remember clapping and celebrating
together as one school community. 
 
I loved having our canteens, our dances, and also being a part of the girls’ basketball team is an all-
time favorite memory. It was always about more than just the basketball; we did all kinds of acts of
service. We had clothing drives, food drives, and more. I also remember volunteering at Incarnation
Children’s Center on Audubon Ave. where we do anything from wrapping gifts for the children during
the holidays to changing diapers. I learned that even though I came from this neighborhood where my
parents and many other families struggled to pay tuition, I acknowledged my privilege and that I could
always give of myself, and I could always do more.
 
All of the memories come back to one thing and that is the feeling of belonging, knowing that I belong
to this special family. Because that’s what Incarnation is, an extension of my family.
 

How did Incarnation prepare you for high school, college, and your
future?
Attending Incarnation, it was a no-brainer that I’d go to a Catholic high school. Then, the spirit of
service that was instilled in me at Incarnation also led me to a Catholic college. I didn’t just go to school
at Incarnation, I was a part of after school activities, summer camps, and more. My role models were
always educators and I always knew I’d come back to education and working with kids. 
 

What message do you want to share with Incarnation students today?
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Important Dates - January 2022

Incarnation is a special place. No matter who you speak to that attended Incarnation, they have a
special connection or relationship that has lasted a lifetime that came out of Incarnation. Don’t take
for granted what this building and what this neighborhood means. Take advantage of what it offers
and don’t forget to come back. Incarnation is always welcoming and is always home. 

Would you like to be featured?
If you are an alum or you know an alum who would like to be featured in a future edition of our
newsletter, please let us know! You can contact Mr. Armando Miranda at
amiranda@incarnationnyc.org.

 
January 3rd - Classes resume for All Students 3K-8th Grade
January 7th - Mass at 9:00am, Awards Ceremony at 9:45am (K-8)
January 10th - The Great Reading Games begins (K-8)
January 11th - Winter MAP Tests begin (K-8)
January 14th - Mass at 9:00am (K-8)
January 17th - No School - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day (3K-8)
January 21st - Mass at 9:00am - Feast of Our Lady of Altagracia (K-8)
January 28th - Mass at 9:00am (K-8)
January 31st - Chipotle Fundraiser - 4:00pm-8:00pm (3K-8)
January 31st - Catholic Schools Week begins (3K-8)
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