
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday: 4:30 PM 
Sunday: 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

DAILY MASSES: 7:30 AM  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Thursdays – 4:30 PM • Saturdays - 8:15 AM  

DEV  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Monday - 12:01 AM through Saturday 4:00 PM 

ROSARY 
Daily - 7:00 AM  

 

 

 
 

- -  
 

items are due to the Parish by at 4:00 PM. Please email your items  
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Due to the Coronovirus Outbreak and the sanctions from our 
President, Governor, and Bishop, all Parish events/meetings have 
been cancelled at STM including: 
 

 All Daily and Weekend Masses 

 Rosary Makers 

 Shawl Ministry 

 Altar Society 

 Knights of Columbus meetings and activities including Ham Bingo 

 Wednesday Game Day 

 8th Grade Play 

 Sacramental Prep Classes (Confirmation is postponed) 

 Religious Education Classes 

 Communal Penance Service on 4/1 

 Lenten Morning of Reflection on 4/4 

 Taize Prayer on April 7 at 7:00 PM 

 Stations of the Cross on Fridays at 6:30 PM 

 School until 4/24 

 School Masses 
 
Most Diocesean events have been cancelled including: 

 All events at Immaculate Heart Retreat Center through April 

 Chrism Mass at the Cathedral scheduled for 3/31 (Closed to the 
Public) 

 Various parish Altar Society Card Parties 
 

Parish Office is open from 8:00 AM until Noon Mon-Fri  
Adoration remains open 

 
Please know that events and restrictions are ongoing and ever 
changing.   Everything is subject to change.   

The diocese is committed to helping victims/survivors of sexual 
abuse and to protecting children and vulnerable adults.  Volunteers 

who supervise other volunteers who work with minors and 
vulnerable adults are required to report any suspected abuse by 

others they supervise.  Contact:  Roberta Smith, Victims Assistance 
Coordinator (509) 353-0442 Office Phone or (509) 998-8340 Cell.  

You may also go to the Diocesan website.   
http://www.dioceseofspokane.org/safe-envirnoment. 

Baptism:  Go to our parish 
website to fill out the proper 
paperwork.  After we receive 
your information, you will be 
contacted to schedule an 
appointment.   

 

Marriage:  To schedule an appointment for marriage 
preparation, please contact a parish priest at least four months in 
advance of your desired wedding date.    
Anointing of the Sick:  Call the Parish Office to request a 
priest.  If  the call is after hours, you will be prompted on how to 
proceed.   

Parish Staff 
Phone 466-3811 
Pastor 
Fr. Pat Kerst  Ext. 208 

 

Parish Deacons 
Deacon Douglas Banks Ext. 204 
Deacon Tom Heavey 

 

Office Staff 
Jennifer Siira, Business Manager Ext. 201 
John Oss, Music Director Ext. 200 
Traci Loewen, Bulletin Editor Ext. 200 
Jim Huss, Receptionist Ext. 200 
Alexis Ferrante, Religious Ed. Coord. 
Tracy Acker, Sacramental Prep Coord. 
J.J., Nazzaro, Youth Ministry Coord. 

School Staff 
Phone: ............................................................... 466-3811 
Doug Banks, Principal…………………………..Ext. 204 
Jim McCollum, Interim Principal  
     & Student Affairs VP ……………………….Ext. 315 
Maureen Durheim, Academic VP. ..................... Ext. 326 
Mary Heavey, Secretary ..................................... Ext. 313 

Jen Siira, Preschool Director .............................. Ext. 201 

We face death every 
day.  Whether it comes 
with the actual death of 
someone we love (or 
someone we don’t even 
know), a failed 
relationship, the loss of 
a job, a broken dream, 
or pondering our own 
mortality, death is 

always around us.  What does death say to us?  
What we believe about our death experiences is 
going to say volumes about how we live our 
lives.  Jesus comes to us today just as he did 
many years ago to people who were struggling 
with loss and death and wondering what to do.  
He calls us out of our tombs, where we have 
been closed up in fear and despair, and shouts, 
“Come out”!  Jesus leads us out of death and 
gives us hope.  There is always hope.  Although 
we may not always see where the road of life is 
taking us or see God’s presence with us on our 
journey, we will be brought to a new place and 
be given new life.  Walk with God and listen to 
Him call you.  Tomorrow, there awaits another 
surprise.   

mailto:vac@dioceseofspokane.org
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Stewardship 
 Budget YTD     Received YTD  
 

Income                              $435,472.00       $485,373.00 
Needed Weekly:                    $12,808.00 
 Received 3/08: $12,238.00  
  (figures unavailable at press time.) 

“Put His Will in Your Will!” 
Clause for Christian Will 

I give, devise, and bequeath to St. Thomas More Catholic Parish-Spokane, a Wash-
ington non-profit corporation (description of gift). 

It was so strange.  For the first time in 30 years of priesthood, 
yesterday I walked into a dark church building that was not going to 
come to life for the celebration of Sunday Masses.  As directed by the 
bishop, I celebrated a private Mass, for the intention of St. Thomas 
More parishioners.  Since last Wednesday, I have also been 
celebrating private daily Masses, including the personal priest-
intentions requested (N.B. the intentions of the other Sunday Masses 
have been transferred to open daily Masses).  Private Masses are also 
something I’ve never done in 30 years of priesthood.  It’s prayerful, 
but it’s certainly not the same joyful, rich experience of Mass with the 
congregation. 
The Mass readings for yesterday spoke of light—with the declaration 
of Christ as the Light of the World!  In this dark time in our church’s 
life, with restricted parish activity, we want to see the light at the end 
of the tunnel.  And the true Light, Jesus Christ, who has come into the 
world, is certainly there.  But, he is also with us in the tunnel; there are 
“light switches” all along the way.  What are some of these? 
· View a Mass on TV or on-line, or read the Mass readings of the 

day, and make a “spiritual communion.”  Certainly Jesus Christ, 
who is infinitely generous and bigger than we can ever imagine, 
will fill those with his grace who come to him and receive him in 
this way. 

· Take a walk outside and praise God for his beautiful works, 
including the people we see along the way. 

· Check in on a neighbor. 
· Spend some extra prayer time at home, or come to the church 

during adoration hours. 
· Read spiritual or catechetical works (see formed.org, for 

instance).  
· Organize extra “family time.”  
· Call a relative who lives far away with whom you haven’t spoken 

in a while. 
While virtually everything in the parish is “on hold” for now, do know 
that: 
· The parish office is open Monday-Friday, 8 am-12 noon if you 

need anything, or want to drop off your donations for the Parish, 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society, and/or Family to Family. 

· Adoration continues at regular hours in the Chapel (the building 
is open from 8 am-5 pm; after that, ring the doorbell for 
entrance).  Additional hours are Sundays, 9-11 am. 

· Confessions continue, Thursdays at 4:30 pm, Saturdays at 8:00 
am, and now Sundays from  9-11 am. 

 
Regularly check the parish (thomasmorespokane.org) and diocesan 
(dioceseofspokane.org) websites for updates and information.  If you 
know a fellow parishioner who is not signed up for Flocknotes, please 
encourage them to do so.  They can call the parish office if they need 
assistance.  This is our primary means of communication at this time. 

 
May God continue to bless us in this time of darkness with the grace 
of Christ, the Light of the World! 

Dear Parishioners: 
 
We are doing our best to keep you all informed 
about the current state of affairs in our parish and 
diocese.  Things seem to change almost hourly.  We 
will send out emails and Flocknotes as new 
information becomes available.   
If we do not have your email, please let us know 
what it is.  The fastest and easiest way for us to 
contact you is through Flocknotes.  If you are not 
signed up for Flocknotes please consider signing up 
now.  There are two easy ways to connect (pick 
one). 
 
1. Visit our Parish at:  www.flocknote.com/

StThomasMoreParish 
 
Or 
 
2. Text StThomasMore to 84576 from your cell 

phone.   
 
You can opt out of this at any time by texting 
“STOP” to 84576.   
 
Also, please remember that while we are all going 
through these difficult times, our parish still needs 
to pay our bills to keep the lights on and the doors 
open. We are asking you to keep sending in your 
weekly donations.  Please mail your contributions 
to the Parish Office or drop them by the Parish 
Office which is open 8:00 AM until noon. 
 
Our St. Vincent de Paul Ministry has seen a big 
increase in the calls for help due to people losing 
their jobs and being unable to pay rent, feed their 
families, or get gas.  Please consider giving a 
donation to this ministry.  These are difficult times 
for everyone.  The STM parishioners always step up 
and help those less fortunate.  Thank you for your 
continued help and generosity. 
 
 Please pray for those who are ill and in need in our 
parish and elsewhere.   
 
We will keep you updated as best we can. 
 
   -St. Thomas More Staff 



Il   St. Thomas More March 29, 2020 PAGE 4  

 



St. Thomas More  March 29, 2020 PAGE 5  

 

All Knights’ Meetings and 
Activities are cancelled through 

the end of the month. 
 

Knights’ Corner Coffee & Donuts 
Coffee and donuts 

cancelled til further notice . 

MAGNIFICAT to Give the Faithful 
Complimentary Access to its Entire 

Online Edition  

 During this difficult time, many of the 
faithful across the United States and all 

around the world may be unable to 
attend Sunday or weekday Mass. As a service 

to the Church and to help the faithful 
sanctify their day, MAGNIFICAT has 

announced its decision to provide 
temporary complimentary access to 

its online versions of the daily prayer 
resource throughout the world, including 
in English: www.magnificat.com/free and 

Spanish: www.magnificat.com/gratis. 
 

MAGNIFICAT President Romain Lizé 
noted,  "When you are used to going to Mass 
regularly, it can be spiritually difficult and 

frustrating when you cannot attend because 
of sickness or out of caution. We are 

honored to make this resource available to 
keep everyone united with the Church and 
to sanctify their day as it offers all the texts 
of Mass and prayers inspired by the Liturgy 

of the Hours." 
 

Access to its online edition is being given to 
help the faithful pray with MAGNIFICAT in 

union with the Church each Sunday and 
weekday. Mr. Lizé added, "We are 

committed to making this resource available 
for as long as it takes to get this situation 

under control. In the meantime, we 
encourage everyone to pray with us for a 

speedy and safe end to this time of difficulty 
in our world."  

Immaculate Heart Retreat 
Center 

 Mother’s Day Brunch,  1 7th 
Annual Champagne Bruch, 
5/10, $35 adults, $15 
children, reservations 
requested 

 Weekend Manuscript 
Illumination Retreat,  5/29-
31, $240, Hannah Charlton 

 Free Weeklong Work 
Retreat: “Grant Success to 
the Work of Our Hands”, 
6/1-5, Fr. Savelesky 

 12-Step Recovery Weekend 
Retreat for Men and 
Women, “Recovery and the 
Mysteries of Faith”, Fr. 
Vogt, 6/5-7 

 Catholic Home School Mom 
Retreat, “Cause of Our 
Joy”,  
8/14-15, Leila Miller and Fr. 
Gaines.   
 
Call the IHRC at 448-1224 to 
register for any of the above 
events. 

Altar Society Cookbooks 
Our Altar Society has gathered 

recipes from all of its 
members and has 

compiled a 
cookbook.   Books 
are $10 each and 
would make great 
gifts for Easter or 

Mother’s Day. Books 
are available in the 

Parish Office.    

Attention Parishioners:   This 
is a reminder to not leave 
valuables in your cars during 
Mass!  There was a car broken 
into during the 9:00 Mass 
recently, and a purse was 
stolen.  The thieves got into 
their car by breaking the 
window.   

Thank you to everyone who 
helped with the Altar Society 

Card Party and Raffle.  We 
appreciate our hard-working 

volunteers!  It was a huge success! 

http://stbedementoroh.org/dnn/Portals/0/Images/ServiceMinistries/k of c/knights of columbus logo.jpg
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=4af29beb3a&e=16f1357f27
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=4af29beb3a&e=16f1357f27
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=50ffe52d96&e=16f1357f27
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=22ca00b8f1&e=16f1357f27
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=6594103b84&e=16f1357f27
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=c7493700ed&e=16f1357f27
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=859874c9dd&e=16f1357f27
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=c7493700ed&e=16f1357f27
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=859874c9dd&e=16f1357f27
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Please pray for those who 
are ill in our Parish and for 
those who are dying or who 
have died.  Never doubt the 

power of prayer!  If you 
would like to add someone 

to our prayer chain, call 
Mary at 466-0531 or  

Pat at 466-3163. 

ADORATION 
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta has stated, “The fruit of 

silence is Prayer, the fruit of prayer is Faith, the fruit of 
faith is Love,...the fruit of love is Service, the fruit of 

service is Peace.”  St. Padre Pio’s words, “Confide your 
needs to Him, along with those of others.”  

 
At the present time, we are trying our best to keep the 

Adoration Chapel open for those who wish to come in and 
pray before the Eucharist.   Understandably, many of our 
volunteers have had to cancel their hour during this time 

of illness.   
 

Please consider taking an hour or two during 
the week to help staff the chapel.   

 
Now, more than ever, we are in need of prayer before the 

blessed sacrament.   
  

Call Sue at 467-0671 if you can help.   

 
 

Week of March 29:  
Sun.   STM Parishioners 
Tue.      Vicky Feldscher  
Wed.   Keith Rieckers 
Thur.   James Talley 
Fri.   Dennis & Beattie Wolf 
      56TH Wedding Anniversary 

Sat.   Harry Siria 
Sun.   STM Parishioners 
  
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Rules For Fast and Abstinence 
Fasting is required for those between the ages of 18 to 59 on Ash Wednesday and 

Good Friday.  A proper fast means only one full meal a day with other meals limited.   
Abstinence from meat is required for everyone 14 and older on Ash Wednesday and 

all the Fridays in Lent and Good Friday.   

Looking for ways to reflect during Lent?   

 Flocknotes:  Sign up to receive a daily 
text and/or email with Lenten 
Reflections 

 Word on Fire:  Visit our website to view 
a daily video from Bishop Barron 

 Formed:  Check out the Formed daily 
reflections, activities for your family, 
movies, videos, and more.   
Parish Code:  6HR79H 

 

Please remember, while you are 
unable to attend Sunday Mass or 

attend your regular Lenten Services, 
you can watch live stream on the 
internet, EWTN, Fox Channel 3 at 
6:30 AM, IHRC broadcasts at noon 
and 5:00 PM on Cable Channel 14.    
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Need Help With Your Spring Cleaning?    
Don’t forget about our 8th Graders who are 

now busy earning money for their DC trip 
this May.   If you need help with cleaning or 

yard work, contact Jennifer Onzay at: 
STMDCTRIP@gmail.com  

St. Thomas More Weather Station  
As part of our C+STEM program, we had added a true NOAA official weather station here at 
STM.  Students are gathering data and making charts—but you, too, can benefit from seeing 
firsthand what the weather is at St. Thomas More at the touch of your phone 

app! 
Download the Weatherlink App (by Davis) to your android or apple device and 
the weather, right from our very own parish school, will be at your fingertips!  

Our weather station’s handle is:  “STMweather99208” 

Grades 6-8 Spanish Program 


