
 
 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
4:30 PM, 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, and 11:00 AM  

(limited to 100 people in 2 spaces) 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Saturdays - 8 AM  

 

ADORATION 

8:00 AM-1:00 PM, Mon thru Fri 

 
items are due to the Parish by at 4:00 PM. Please email your 

items 

 

   

 

 
 

June 21, 2020 

mailto:receptionist@thomasmorespokane.org


St. Thomas More 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 21, 2020 

Parish Staff 
Phone 466-3811 
Pastor 
Fr. Pat Kerst Ext. 208 
pkerst@dioceseofspokane.org 
Parish Deacons 
Deacon Douglas Banks Ext. 204 
dougbanks@thomasmorespokane.org 
Deacon Tom Heavey Ext. 200 
theavey@dioceseofspokane.org 
Jennifer Siira, Business Manager Ext. 201 
Jsiira@dioceseofspokane.org 
John Oss, Music Director (H) 939-9919 
Traci Loewen, Bulletin Editor Ext. 200 
receptionist@thomasmorespokane.org Ext 200 
Jim Huss, Receptionist 
jhuss@thomasmorespokane.org 
After Hours Emergency Ext. Ext. 8203 

Week of June 21:  
Sun. 7:30 A.M.   
 9:00 A.M.  STM Parishioners 
 11:00 A.M.  
Mon. 7:30 A.M.  Deceased Pham Family 
Tue. 7:30 A.M.  Christie Wagner     
Wed. 7:30A.M.  Muriel Tingley Turner 
Thur. 7:30 A.M.  Janna Wagner 
Fri. 7:30 A.M.  Conner Flynn 

Sat. 7:30 A.M.  Howard Schlieman  
 4:30 P.M.  John Tich Nguyen 
Sun.        7:30 A.M.  STM Parishioners 
        9:00 A.M.   
      11:00 A.M  

Baptism:  Go to our parish website 
to fill out the proper paperwork.  
After we receive your information, 
you will be contacted to schedule an 
appointment.   
 

Marriage:  To schedule an 
appointment for marriage preparation, please contact a parish 
priest at least four months in advance of your desired wedding 
date.    
 

Anointing of the Sick:  Call the Parish Office to request a priest.  
If the call is after hours, you will be prompted on how to 
proceed.   

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF 
SCRIPTURE 

 
June 21, 2020 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

There are many things of which we can be afraid: being rebuked, rejection, 
anger, being challenged, having to defend ourselves, standing alone, 

insecurity, failure, and even death. For some, identifying and overcoming 
their fears is a daunting task. Regardless of how much they may want to 
break the cycle of fear, they find that they remain close friends with old 
and dysfunctional behavioral habits and norms. Maybe what they really 

fear is change. There are many who gravitate to the familiar and 
comfortable, and find safety and security in doing so, even if they remain 
mired in mediocrity. Human beings have to learn that there is life beyond 

the “what has always been” and that happiness and depth are possible 
when old structures and systems have to be left behind. 

 
Can you leave the near and dear, the comfortable and familiar, the safe 

and secure, and discover new opportunities? The shear thought of doing so 
can bring on feelings of apprehension, intense anger, resentment, 

defensiveness, reluctance, resistance, and even apathy. If we have to be 
responsible for making the change, cowardice can creep in. If someone else 

is to blame for making the change, any number of possible negative 
reactions are possible. In the end, only one thing is required and that is 
God. If I can rely on and deepen my relationship with God, especially in 
the Eucharist along with a community of believers, then little else is of 
great concern. We have to figure out what is really important. It is not 

always what we think. 
 

The Gospel calls us to stretch ourselves and try new things, not to remain 
stuck and stagnant in familiar ways. We are asked to live life more 

deliberately, radically, and intentionally. We are asked to leave the familiar 
behind and learn to live with changing, and often limiting, human 

structures. We cannot get too caught up in the physical, ideological, or 
structural systems we are used to. The Holy 
Spirit always leads and guides us. If we trust 
this, we will find ourselves doing things we 
never thought we could do. Always seek the 

path to joy and love. They keep us from 
falling victim to our fears and from seeking 
the nostalgic crutches we think we need to 

achieve a sense of well-being and happiness. 

Keep informed about the current state 
of  affairs in our parish by signing up 

for Flocknotes.  Simply text: 
StThomasMore to 84576 from your 

cell phone or go to 
www.flocknote.com/
StThomasMoreParish. 

Attention Ministers of the Altar—including Ushers 
Due to the current state of affairs, we will not be 
sending out a serving schedule for the summer 

months. For the time being, we will not be asking 
for the service of Sacristans, Eucharistic Ministers, 
or Altar Servers.  Fr. Pat would like to have Lectors 
at each Mass.  So, if you feel comfortable serving 

in this capacity, please email Traci at 
receptionist@thomasmorespokane.org.  Please 

indicate which dates and Mass times you are able 
to serve.  We are also in desperate need of people 
willing to serve as Ushers at all of the Masses.  As 
you can imagine, it takes a lot of coordination and 

effort to make sure our 
parishioners are able to 

attend Mass in a safe 
manner, following all of 
the guidelines set out by 

our Bishop.  Please call the 
Parish Office or email us if 

you could serve in this 
important role. 
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Stewardship (As of May 31) 
 

Income Budget—YTD Received—YTD 
 

Envelopes & Plates $626,084  $641,904 
 You can set up a one-time or ongoing donation online at  

https://parish.thomasmorespokane.org/give   

Please pray for those who are ill in our Parish and 
for those who are dying or who have died.  Never 
underestimate the power of prayer.  If you would 

like to add someone to our prayer chain, call Mary 
at  

466-0531 or Pat at 466-3163. 

* This coming weekend’s liturgies:   
 Confessions: Saturday, 8-9 am, in the PACC. 

 Mass: 
 Saturday, 4:30 pm 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am 

*Daily Masses next week at 7:30 am; please do not ar r ive before 7:15 am. 
Adoration: Monday-Friday, 8 am- 1 pm. 

        Up to 100 people can be accommodated at each time, with 1 Mass in the Church (50 people) and another at the same time in the PACC if 
needed (up to 50 people), depending on the availability of priests.  If there are more than 100 at any given time, those “over 100th place in line” 

will need to wait outside until the next Mass.  It may be that, if only 1 priest is available, Masses might be at 7:30 in the Church, 8:15 in the PACC, 
9:00 in the Church, etc. until all who come are able to participate in Mass.  Thank you for your patience and understanding with this good but less-

than-ideal situation. 
**Thanks for  your  on-going financial donations to the parish! Please consider giving on-line (see the parish website) if you are not already doing 

so. 
*Excerpts from the Washington State Catholic Conference (the 5 bishops of the state) statement on the reopening of Churches for public 

Masses: 
“Obligation • The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains in place until further notice. This means that although Sunday 
Mass is available once again, the dispensation remains for all Catholics throughout the diocese. If you do not attend Sunday Mass, it is not a sin. • 
Vulnerable, at risk, or otherwise concerned persons must remain at home. • Anyone who has even the slightest symptoms or feelings of sickness 

must remain at home.  
Occupancy • Parishes are permitted to offer Mass for up to 50 people. • A distance of no less than 6 feet must be maintained between households. 
• Pastors must devise a system to collect the names and contact information of those attending Mass and to keep this record on file for 30 days. • 

Please do not congregate before or after Mass. Face coverings must be worn at Mass.” 
*Office Hours: The Par ish Office will be open Mondays and Thursdays only, 8 am-12 noon. 

*Summer Faith Camp has been cancelled this year .  Look forward to returning next summer! 
From Fr. Pat: 

“To gather to praise God and celebrate the Mass is a special grace for the parish.  With the safety protocols, it is challenging; hopefully, 
with more time, the special things we need to do will become somewhat “normal” and not be distractions to our praise of God.  I’m 

grateful to those who have stepped forward to assist with “hospitality” at Masses- serving as ushers, congregation movement, attendance, 
cleaning, etc.  We will need 4 or 5 people to help with this at each Mass for the foreseeable future; if you are willing to help, please call the 

office and leave a message (466-3811) or email Fr. Pat, through the “Welcome/Staff” drop-down on the parish website 
(thomasmorespokane.org). Almost everyone was compliant with the r equir ement to wear  face-coverings last week and the “6-fee” distancing 

directive.  Thank you! 
*As we now have public Masses, there will no longer be Masses from STM available for viewing on the website.  For those who are not 

able to come to Mass, you are referred to the many Sunday Masses shown on television, or the 9:00 am Mass from our Cathedral that is 
livestreamed (see dioceseofspokane.org or spokanecathedral.com) 

Petitions:  
We collected 197 signatures for  the R-90 petition, hoping to have put up for  vote a r epeal of the new Sex Education curr iculum mandate 

for public schools. 
Our bishops are promoting the collection of signatures on a petition for Initiative 1698: The Heartbeat Initiative 

Summary: I-1698 is a pro-life initiative requiring that an ultrasound be performed prior to an abortion. Abortions will prohibited if a fetal 
heartbeat is detected.  

Support: The bishops of Washington state suppor t I1698 and encourage par ishioner s to gather  petition signatures. Signatures may be 
gathered at churches with the expressed approval of the pastor.  

Petition Deadline: June 24, 2020. Organizers ask that petitions be postmarked and mailed to them by this date so that petitions can be 
counted and prepared for submission to the Secretary of State.  

Detail: I-1698 is an initiative to the people that requires an ultrasound of a fetus be performed no less than 24 hours prior to an abortion. If a 
heartbeat is detected, it will be unlawful for an abortion to be performed. (See full text at: https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/initiatives/

finaltext_1793.pdf) 
Details from the Secretary of State website: https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/initiatives/initiatives.aspx?y=2020&t=p 

** There are copies of the petition if you wish to sign in the Narthex of the Church.  Please bring your own pen, or sanitize a pen you find 

in the Narthex before and after using it. 

Family to Family 
Family to Family, an outreach ministry to the poor in Guatemala, is looking for a bookkeeper for 5-6 hours per month to 
help keep track of donations, bank reconciliations and deposits, generate pledge statement reminders (which takes 4-5 

hours on a quarterly basis), year-end tax statements, and other bookkeeping duties as needed.  The bookkeeping program, 
“Quickbooks for Non-Profits” is used currently and is on a laptop for mobility.  A monthly stipend will be offered for these 

services.  Training by the current bookkeeper will be provided.  If you are an experienced bookkeeper and would like to 
help out with this important ministry, please contact Miriam Devaney at 590-3361 or email at devaney@ptera.net 

https://parish.thomasmorespokane.org/give

