
 
 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
4:30 PM, 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, and 11:00 AM  

(limited to 100 people per Mass—overflow in 

PACC if necessary) 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Saturdays - 8 AM  

 

ADORATION 

8:00 AM-1:00 PM, Mon thru Fri 

 
items are due to the Parish by at 4:00 PM. Please email your 

items 
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St. Thomas More 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 26, 2020 

Parish Staff 
Phone 466-3811 
Pastor 
Fr. Pat Kerst Ext. 208 
pkerst@dioceseofspokane.org 
Parish Deacons 
Deacon Douglas Banks Ext. 204 
dougbanks@thomasmorespokane.org 
Deacon Tom Heavey Ext. 200 
theavey@dioceseofspokane.org 
Jennifer Siira, Business Manager Ext. 201 
Jsiira@dioceseofspokane.org 
John Oss, Music Director (H) 939-9919 
Traci Loewen, Bulletin Editor Ext. 200 
receptionist@thomasmorespokane.org Ext 200 
Jim Huss, Receptionist 
jhuss@thomasmorespokane.org 
After Hours Emergency Ext. Ext. 8203 

Week of July 26:  
Sun. 7:30 A.M.  Peggy Birkenbuel 
 9:00 A.M.  STM 
 11:00 A.M.  Joseph & Maria Nguyen 
Mon. 7:30 A.M.  Owen Ferguson 
Tue. 7:30 A.M.  Delores Murphy     
Wed. 7:30A.M.  Connor Flynn 
Thur. 7:30 A.M.  Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Fri. 7:30 A.M.  Julie Ann Ferguson 

Sat. 7:30 A.M.  Howard Schlieman 
 4:30 P.M.  Jerry Baker 
Sun.        7:30 A.M.  STM Parishioners 
        9:00 A.M.  Rigbey Gerhart 
      11:00 A.M  Joseph & Maria Nguyen 

Keep informed about the current state of affairs in 
our parish by signing up for Flocknotes.  Simply 

text: StThomasMore to 84576 from your cell 
phone or go to www.flocknote.com/

StThomasMoreParish. 
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Stewardship (End of Fiscal Year) 
 
Income Budget—YTD Received—YTD 
 
Envelopes & Plates $683,000  $706,338 
  

Thank you for your generosity with your financial support of your 
parish throughout the past fiscal year (ended on June 30, 2020), 

especially during the time we were not allowed to gather for Mass.  
Thanks, too, to all who have begun offering your stewardship 

donations to the parish on-line!   
Because our volume of donations is greatly reduced, we are only 

counting collections every few weeks.  Please be patient if your checks 
have not been cashed.  Updates will be included in the bulletin as they 

become available.  You can set up a one-time or ongoing donation 
online at:   

https://parish.thomasmorespokane.org/give   

Please pray for those who are ill in our Parish and for 
those who are dying or who have died.  Never 

underestimate the power of prayer.  If you would 
like to add someone to our prayer chain, call Mary at  

466-0531 or Pat at 466-3163. 

Baptism:  Go to our parish website to fill out the proper 
paperwork.  After we receive your information, you will be 
contacted to schedule an appointment.   
 

Marriage:  To schedule an appointment for marriage 
preparation, please contact a parish priest at least four 
months in advance of your 
desired wedding date.    
 

Anointing of the Sick:  Call the 
Parish Office to request a priest.  
If the call is after hours, you will 
be prompted on how to proceed.   

What Is God Asking of You? 
 
What are you willing to give for the sake of the 
kingdom of God? Often, we begin a discussion like 
this with a story or a few leading thoughts. 
However, if we are to be serious about who we 
claim to be as Christians, there should be no 
beating around the bush. The question is not only 
important for each of us and our relationship with 
our God, but it should be important for the 
relationship each of us has with the entire Body of 
Christ. Like any good team or family, I need you to 
have my back, and I need to have yours. If one of 
us is going to lay it on the line and be all in for our 
faith, then we all need to be as well. 
 
If only all the Christians of the world felt the same 
way. In some parts of the world, Christians are still 
being martyred for their faith. Others must worship 
underground and avoid the government-led police. 
Then there are those who seem to take faith for 
granted, and because little is asked by their friends 
or parish, they give nothing. It is quite a contrast of 
situations.  
 
On this day, it may seem like little is being asked of 
you and I by God. Is that because we aren’t being 
asked or because we aren’t listening? If you are 
counting on me and I am on you, we should figure 
this out sooner than later. Of course, I suspect we 
actually do know the answer, don’t we? 
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

DECEASED 
Please remember in your prayers the following 
who have been buried recently from our Parish: 

 

Donald Wolfe 
Virgil Kassa 
Bill Korum 

Question: Why do Catholics light candles in church? 

Answer: 

Candles have been part of the Church’s worship from the 
earliest times. In the days before electricity, candles and 
oil lamps were the ways that people lighted buildings. 
Even today, we often still depend on candles during power 
outages, relying on their flickering flames to bring light 
into the dark. 

Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special 
occasions. Think about a festive family meal or a romantic 
dinner for two — there will often be candles on the table, 
special objects for a special event. We light candles on 
birthday cakes and carry them in processions. We also 
place candles at makeshift memorials that appear when 
there has been an accident or act of violence. In these 
moments, their light casts aside a different kind of 
darkness — the darkness of grief, fear, and death. 

The custom of the early Christians lighting candles and 
lamps at the tombs of the martyrs gave way to the practice 
of having candles at Mass, honoring the sacredness of the 
celebration. 

As Christians decorated their worship spaces with statues 
and icons, they would burn candles in front of sacred 
images and the relics of the saints, basically “shining a 
light” on what they held to be sacred. When pilgrims 
would visit these shrines, they would often bring candles 
to light before the image or relic. These candles came to be 
a symbol of the person, and their prayer and the burning 
these candles came to be understood as an extension and 
continuation of the prayer that was offered. What began as 
a practical way to provide light has come to be a symbol of 
the hopes, desires, loves, losses, fears, and faith of 
everyday Christians offering their prayers to God and his 
saints. 

https://parish.thomasmorespokane.org/give

