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CULTURAL COUTURE
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Models walked the runway in pieces from foreign designers at the 
inaugural Fashion Night Ignites, March 23rd, at the Perry Belmont House 
in Dupont. Here, Irina wears Charles & Ron (Malta).

Pink Tie Party kicks off the 
cherry blossom celebrations 
BY KATE MICHAEL

The Ronald Reagan Interna-
tional Trade Center welcomed 
the unofficial kick-off to the 
National Cherry Blossom Fri-
day evening (March 22nd). One 
night in advance of the Festi-
val’s Opening Ceremony, a 
blush-swathed atrium and ball-
room welcomed hundreds who 
braved a not-to-Springlike eve-
ning to fête the 170th anniver-
sary of Japan’s gift to the Capital 
City in party style.

All evening, guests enjoyed 
delicious spring-inspired cui-
sine and cocktails from such 
local favorites as Ana at District 
Winery, Barley Mac, Columbia 
Firehouse, Dyllan’s Raw Bar 
Grill, Kaliwa by Restaurant Eve, 
Kingbird at The Watergate, 
Momofuku Milk Bar, Ottoman 
Taverna, Pisco y Nazca Ceviche 
Gastrobar, RASA, The Royal, 
Thai Chef Street Food, and 

TICO.
As hundreds of attendees 

mixed and mingled in their 
rose-colored finest, Oh He Dead 
performed its special blend of 
electro-pop; Yusaku Mochizuki 

incorporated movement, video 
art, and digital poi sticks into 
some mesmerizing cultural 
entertainment; and Simon Bull 

Image courtesy of Kate Michael
There were plenty of interactive opportunities at the Pink Tie Party, a kick off 
event for the National Cherry Blossom Festival. 

For actress Kashayna Johnson, 
the stage is all the world
BY AMY WOOLSEY

When the lights go down, 
Kashayna Johnson shines. The 
Petworth-based actress has per-
formed at venues ranging from 
the opulent Kennedy Center to 
the intimate Anacostia Play-
house, but she still experiences 
the final moments before a show 
starts as a giddy rush.

Some people might describe 
that feeling as anxiety; Johnson 
calls it excitement.

“It’s not so much like I’m 
scared,” she said. “It’s a nervous 
energy, and I hope I continue to 
have that because what that 
means to me is that I really care 

about this performance and this 
story… But once I hit the stage 
and the show starts, the nerves go 
away, and I’m completely in it 
and I’m ready to go. I’m ready to 
play.”

On April 5, the day Arena 
Stage opens Junk: The Golden 
Age of Debt for its D.C. premiere, 
she will be more than ready. Ayad 
Akhtar’s play, which ran on 
Broadway in 2017 and received 
two Tony nominations, explores 
the lofty, ruthless world of 1980s 
Wall Street, following investment 
banker Robert Merkin as he mas-
terminds a takeover. Johnson 

Citizen Salon: inequality, politics 
saved for dessert in new series
BY KATHERINE RIVARD

“I’m kind of an optimistic 
person. As long as we’re in this 
beautiful place, let’s let go of 
our cynicism and talk to each 
other,” began Philippa Hughes, 
the brains behind a new string 
of free events brought to life 
thanks to the support of 
American University’s School 
of Public Affairs. 

On March 26, The Phillips 
Collection hosted one of the 
events, with a goal to create 
space for discourse and stir up 
conversation amongst people 
of all beliefs and backgrounds, 
keeping the hostile political 
climate at bay, at least for an 
evening.

The venues are strategic: 

welcoming restored houses or 
home-like buildings. Nothing 
is meant to feel forced or 
unnatural: the events are an 
opportunity to share thoughts 
and ideas. Awe and beauty of 
the surroundings create curi-
osity, sparking conversation, 
which in turn are meant to 
lead to connections with oth-
ers and greater empathy.

The idea for the events start-
ed as dinner parties at 
Hughes’s home after the 2016 
presidential election. Feeling 
that people needed to not just 
talk about talking about 
important issues facing the 
country, but to actually start 

See CITIZEN/Page 2
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D.C. Native Chosen for NASCAR Competition

BY ELAINE BOLE

Eight young drivers, ranging 
in age from 12-17 years old from 
across the United States, com-
peted for one of four open slots 
on NASCAR’s Drive for Diver-
sity Development Team, which 
develops drivers for NASCAR’s 
professional racing series. 
Among those invited to the 
combine is 16-year-old D.C. 
native, Rajah Caruth.

“The mission of the NASCAR 
Drive for Diversity Program is 
to identify young diverse and 
talented drivers and provide a 
path for their development, 
with the goal of being identified 
as a prospect by NASCAR’s 
national series teams, sponsors 

and manufacturers,” said Jusan 
Hamilton, director of racing 
operations and event manage-
ment at NASCAR.

Caruth, a junior at The School 
Without Walls in Washington 
DC, said he has had an interest 
in NASCAR and an ambition to 
drive race cars for years. He said 
he was first inspired by watch-
ing the Disney Pixar film, Cars. 
“I hear that a lot from young 
drivers,” said NASCAR’s Ham-
ilton.

The race wins that propelled 
Caruth to this point, and 
noticed by NASCAR, have all 
been on virtual tracks.

This is a separate league of 
racing that functions just like a 
real racing series, with points 

standings, playoffs and champi-
onships. Drivers compete on 
replicas of actual NASCAR race 
tracks.

Some of Caruth’s most nota-
ble accomplishments include 20 
official iRacing wins and 157 
top 5’s in 359 starts between 
June and October of 2018. He is 
currently raising money to race 
legend cars at Charlotte Motor 
Speedway.

“I’m honored to have been 
chosen to compete in the youth 

combine, and excited to repre-
sent Washington, D.C. at the 
event,” said Caruth. “I’ve been 
working for years to get to this 
point, and can’t wait to test my 
skills and go head-to-head with 
the other participants. I’m going 
to give it my all and make D.C. 
proud.”

According to Hamilton, 
Caruth gave an impressive 
showing at the two-day com-
bine event: 

“Each of the drivers we saw 

yesterday showed the ability to 
be developed and grow and 
have success in racing. Every 
driver improved each time they 
went out on the track and com-
peted every step of the way. As 
we meet to decide the final 
group, we will have some tough 
decisions ahead.”

The announcement of the 
four slots on NASCAR’s Drive 
for Diversity Development 
Team is scheduled for mid-
April.

Photo courtesy of NASCAR
Eight young drivers ages 12-17 from across the United States competed for one of four open slots on NASCAR’s Drive for 
Diversity Development Team. (D.C. native Rajah Caruth back row, second from right).   

 Photo courtesy of NASCAR
D.C. native Rajah Caruth (out front, car 3) at NASCAR Drive for Diversity Youth Driver 
Development Program during a two-day combine event Mar 23-24, Concord, N.C. 

talking, she invited people 
with opposing opinions over 
for a meal, then spoke and lis-
tened. 

The conversations are not 
meant to change anyone’s 
viewpoints, but to instead cre-
ate a better understanding of 
others and their thoughts. 
Speaking with each other, 
instead of only listening to the 
media, people are often able to 
find shared values.

Staff paired conservatives 
with liberals — all strangers 
who had somehow been identi-
fied through Hughes’s network 
of friends and acquaintances 
or individuals who had reached 
out to her directly. They waded 
through the museum, each 
pair discussing whatever they 
liked, though instructions and 
a conversation topic were pro-
vided to get things rolling. The 
crowd was a mix of all ages, 
men and women, and their 

conversations ranged from 
their teenage children at home, 
to growing up in Miami, to 
being unable to identify which 
works were by Jackson Pollock. 
The hope was that curiosity 
and interest in someone else 
would spark meaningful, natu-
ral conversations. And poli-
tics? Well, that was the one 
topic guests were asked to not 
speak about. 

Dinner was the main affair, 
and beautifully set. 

Dorothy Kosinski, Vraden-
burg Director and CEO of The 
Phillips Collection, highlight-
ed the significance of using the 
art gallery to spur conversa-
tion: “[The artwork] Slows you 
down. Makes you self-con-
scious. Makes you ask the right 
questions.” Standing beside a 
stranger with a different back-
ground, visitors see the pic-
tures in a whole new light, 
often pushing themselves out 
of their comfort zones. 

Two experts, Michael Tan-
ner, a senior fellow at the 
CATO Institute, and Adam 

Ruben, a director at Economic 
Security Project, shared their 
thoughts and potential solu-
tions to socioeconomic 
inequality in America, as din-
ner was served family style: 
delicious bowls of macaroni 
and cheese, fried chicken, and 
mashed potatoes bizarrely con-
trasting the high-brow setting.

Regrettably, what might 
have been an interesting dis-
cussion felt forced: two white 
men discussing the plight of 
the poor, the stigma of race, 
and how to move forward, sur-
rounded by wine, candlelight, 
and wood panelling.

Gentle lighting fell across 
the dark, wood paneled rooms, 
fresh flowers lay amidst wine 
glasses along the long dining 
tables, and two Joan Miro’s 
framed the scene. Despite this 
picturesqueness, walking 
across D.C. to get home that 
evening meant walking away 
from these comforts and back 
into the real world, filled with 
the social inequality that can’t 
be fixed by fancy dinner par-

ties or intellectual talks alone. 
Hughes may have been able to 
hold the group in disbelief, 
away from the cynicism, while 
in the museum’s beauty, but 
back on the street, the real 
world rushes in.

Even when surrounded by 
millions of dollars of art, talk is 
cheap. How participants at the 
dinner continue to actively 

engage in conversations with 
those of differing opinions and 
put their words into action 
through voting and civic par-
ticipation will be where real 
change occurs. 

Those interested in joining 
the next dinner may reach out 
to Philippa (p@curiositycon-
nects.us).

CITIZEN
Continued from page 1

Guests discuss inequality over dinner
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ANC 3/4G
n CHEVY CHASE

At the March 25th meeting:

• Commissioner Rebecca 
Maydak invited residents to a 
public safety meeting for 
transportation at Lafayette 
Elementary School on April 
9th at 6:30pm. 

• Community Relations and 
Services Specialist Gabri-
elle Priest of Mayor Muriel 
Bowser’s Office of Communi-
ty Relations and Services 
reported that new legislation is 
being drafted to alleviate the 
sales taxes on diapers. A resi-
dent proposed this be extend-
ed for adult diapers as well, to 
which Priest said will be con-
sidered.
Priest announced that through 
Mayor Bowser’s proposed fis-
cal budget of 2020, the DC 
Circulator bus system will 
now be free. Priest mentioned 
that Bowser is pushing for a 
new route to serve Ward 7 
residents.
Potholepalooza, a month-long 
program focused on repairing 
potholes throughout the Dis-
trict, has begun. She asked 
residents to report potholes 
worth adding to the program 
to 311 or to her email at gabri-
elle.priest2@dc.gov.

• Co-chair Brian Doyle of 
Ward 3’s Feeder Network 
said the master facilities 
enrollment plan in Wilson 
Feeder Schools has a total pro-
jection of 3,185 students in the 
next ten years. Doyle noted 
that although this is only a 
projected number, students 
will arrive, regardless of capac-
ity available. He mentioned 
that short-term plans, such as 
the extension of a partnership 
where high school students 
can take college-leveled classes 
at the University of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, have been 
considered. Remarking that 
Bowser introduced legislation 
to extend a fifty-year lease for 
The Lab School’s ownership of 
The Old Hardy School, Doyle 
recommended public usage of 
The Old Hardy School as the 
most beneficial option to alle-
viate overcrowding. He said 
this proposition could happen 
as soon as next week with the 
Council’s history of declaring 
emergency legislation when 
extending leases. 
Commissioner Chanda Tuck 
Garfield questioned how 
much making the Old Hardy 

School public would actually 
help school overcrowding. 
Doyle said no other solutions 
have been given on the May-
or’s behalf, and that four 
buildings would be gained, 
making it a good place to start.

• Supervisory Civil Engineer 
Zahra Dorriz reported that a 
reconstruction project of Ore-
gon Avenue on Military Road 
to Western Avenue NW has 

been advertised for construc-
tion in January. Dorriz said 
the public should anticipate a 
three-month process to revise 
submissions and clearances. 
They will be recruiting a con-
struction contractor, manager, 
and a public outreach person-
nel during this time period. 
 She mentioned that construc-
tion will begin early fall and 
will be completed fall of 2021. 

Residents and Commissioner 
Chanda Tuck Garfield said 
they were skeptical about these 
dates because this project has 
been ongoing with delays for 
nine years. 
Dorriz said a monthly news-
letter will be issued out to 
update the community. Com-
missioner Abraham Clayman 
requested a weekly newsletter 
be put out instead. He also 

asked for better communica-
tion, for projects to be com-
pleted on time, and for an 
overall disruption decrease 
from the District Department 
of Transportation. He recom-
mended that the project’s web-
site be updated now due to its 
dissemination of inaccurate 

In Your Neighborhood
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COMMUNITY LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETS APRIL 18
American University’s Community Liaison Committee (CLC) will hold a 
quarterly meeting on Thursday, April 18. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
in Constitution Hall, Rooms 2–3 on the university’s East Campus. Neighbors 
are invited to join AU staff at 6 p.m. for pre-meeting coffee and conversation. 
Parking for the meeting is available in the open-surface lot on Nebraska Ave.

The CLC was established to foster positive relations and to maintain regular 
communication between the university and its neighbors. As specified in 
the D.C. Zoning Commission Order for AU’s 10-year Campus Plan, the CLC 
comprises individuals from neighboring community organizations and 
representatives from the university.

Additional information on the CLC, including meeting agendas and minutes can 
be found at https://www.american.edu/communityrelations/clc/index.cfm.

CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION DAY APRIL 9
April is Earth Month at American University, and we invite our neighbors to 
join us for our annual Campus Beautification Day (CBD). 

This year, AU will celebrate its 26th Campus Beautification Day on April 9 
(rain date: April 10). You can register for CBD at the flagpole area opposite 
the Mary Graydon Center entrance on the AU Quad starting at 8 a.m. the 
day of the event. CBD is a university tradition that incorporates campus 
beautification and sustainability goals. The most important aspect of the 
day is building and strengthening the AU community by bringing together 
staff, faculty, students, and neighbors. 

Wear comfortable clothing, closed-toe shoes, and we will supply the rest 
(gloves, water, T-shirt, and team leaders to guide you in participating in the 
various activities). Beautification activities wrap up at 11:45 a.m. with a 
barbeque in the AU Amphitheater. Campus Beautifiers all will be qualified 
to be entered to win a raffle prize at the barbeque. Simply fill out a raffle 
ticket at the registration desk and be present to win at the giveaway during 
the barbeque. Also be sure to bring your personal and office e-waste to be 
recycled. The Office of Facilities Management American University Zero Waste 
will collect e-waste next to the registration desks. E-waste will be recycled, 
and data will be wiped according to Department of Defense standards. 

For more information, contact Ed Fisher, Director of Community Relations, at 
edfisher@american.edu. Also, follow Campus Beautification Day happenings 
on Instagram @americanu_arboretum and check out #BeautifyAU. 

AU FARMERS’ MARKET
April 3, 10, 17, 24, 10 a.m., On the Quad
Every Wednesday, the quad space around the Mary 
Graydon building buzzes with activity as students, 
faculty, staff, and neighbors browse goods ranging 
from farm-fresh vegetables to homemade breads 
and desserts at the AU Farmers’ Market. The 
market is a coordinated effort between AU and 
Pennsylvania-based Agora Farms. Girardot’s Crumbs 
Bakery also offers a variety of fresh breads as well 
as chocolate chip cookies, mini pies, and cobblers.

YOGA IN THE GALLERIES 
April 3, 10, 17, 24, 10 a.m., Katzen AU Museum 
Led by certified Kripalu Yoga teacher Eva Blutinger, 
this yoga class provides mental clarity and 
relaxation in the peaceful surroundings of our art 
galleries. Please bring a mat. Cost is $10 for non-
members, $5 for museum members, and free for 
members at the Associates level and above. 
www.tinyurl.com/aumtickets.

SPRING OPENING RECEPTION 
April 6, 6–9 p.m., Katzen AU Museum 
Mix and mingle with artists, curators, and fellow 
patrons at our spring opening reception and enjoy 
the five new exhibitions on view. Free and open to 
the public.  

KATZEN DOCENT-LED TOUR
April 14, 20, 21, 28, 2–3 p.m., Katzen AU Museum
A docent-led tour of one or more of our current 
exhibitions. No RSVP required. Please meet at the 
front desk.

Women’s Lacrosse at Jacobs Field
vs. Colgate, April 13, 1–3 p.m.
vs. Holy Cross, April 20, 12–2 p.m.

See ANC/Page 4
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District Digest

Norton proposes for DC 
to buy RFK

Congresswoman Norton has 
introduced a bill to sell the RFK 
stadium site, unused federal 
land, to the District of Colum-
bia at fair market value. Cur-
rently, the 190 acre site is the 
largest track of unused land in 
the District. It is owned by the 
Department of the Interior, and 
under D.C.’s current lease, 
which is set to expire in 2038, 
the city may only use it for rec-
reation, stadium purposes, or 
open space. The current fair 
market value of the site is yet to 
be determined.

Capital One Green Turtle 
space to become sports book

The Green Turtle space in 
Capital One Arena could soon 
be a sportsbook. Ted Leonsis 
had previously expressed inter-
est in the space becoming a 
sports betting location, and 
seemed to confirm this to be the 
case at a meeting last week. The 
D.C. Council voted to legalize 
sports betting in February and 

is expected to take bets begin-
ning after this year. As for the 
space, it is planned to serve as a 
pop-up “Shell Raiser Lounge” 
after the final Wizards home 
game on April 9th and through 
the Capitals playoff run. 

Five DC restaurants named 
James Beard Finalists

Five DC restaurants were 
named finalists for the James 
Beard Awards this year. The 
awards, sometimes called the 
“Oscars” of the food world, rec-
ognize culinary professionals 
across a broad range of genres. 
DC’s finalists include: Rising 
Star Chef of the Year, Kwame 
Onwuachi (Kith and Kin); Out-
standing Restaurant, Jaleo; Best 
Chef: Mid-Atlantic, Amy 
Brandwein (Centrolina) as well 
as Tom Cunanan (Bad Saint); 
and Outstanding Pastry Chef, 
Pichet Ong, (Brothers and Sis-
ters). Additionally, Annie’s Par-
amount Steakhouse was named 
one of five winners of the 2019 
James Beard Foundation Amer-
ica’s Classics awards, and Pat-
rick O’Connell, the chef and 

owner of The Inn at Little 
Washington in Virginia, will be 
honored with James Beard 
Foundation Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. The food and bev-
erage winners will be announced 
in Chicago May 6. 

Nationals lose to Mets on 
opening day 

On Thursday, March 28th, 
the Nationals lost 2-0 to the 
Mets on opening day. Despite 
the loss, and the new bag policy 
prohibiting bags larger than 16” 
x 16” v 8”, there was much to 
enjoy, like seeing the 113th 
Wing Capital Guardians’ fly-
over, the Budweiser Clydes-
dales, and Mayor Muriel Bows-
er announcing “Play Ball!” 
Spectators also feasted on a 
variety of new food options at 
the stadium, including CHIKO 
(Section 240), Hank’s Oyster 
Bar (Section 106), La Casita 
Pupuseria (Section 141), Lobster 
Shack (Section 107), Medium 
Rare (Section 135), Old Hickory 
BBQ (Bid Light Loft), and Taco 
Caminado (Section 233). 

Photo courtesy of Ben Shumin
RFK Stadium on July 20, 2005

information. 
Commissioner Garfield 
said resolutions in writing 
have been approved by the 
commission in the past, yet 
the District Department of 
Transportation has consis-
tently not held up their part. 
She said that construction 
plans tailored directly to 
communities are necessary. 
Commissioner Clayman 
asked Dorriz to return to 
the June Advisory Neigh-
borhood Commission 
meeting to update the com-
munity with facts, since on 
multiple accounts Dorriz 
reported that there was not 
yet enough information to 
notify residents. Dorriz said 
she plans on attending the 
June Advisory Neighbor-
hood Commission meeting 
with the project’s hired 
staff.

• Deputy Associate Direc-
tor Steve Strauss of the 
Transit Delivery Division 
and Project Manager 
Raka Choudhury pro-
posed an on-demand tran-
sit system that will only 
affect the A6 bus route. 
Choudhury mentioned that 
the N4 bus is not up for con-
sideration in this plan. The 
aim of these medium-sized 
small vehicles is to save 
public transportation while 
competing with ride-share 
services. The implementa-
tion would go into low-den-
sity areas and would pro-
vide frequent service at 
what Strauss said he hopes 
will be the same cost as 
ride-share services. 
Commissioner Gerald 
Malitz said he envisioned 
ride-share services being 
significantly cheaper than 
this proposition, and noted 
that they also take riders to 
their exact desired location 
rather than this plan. 

Strauss said this solution is 
only a trial. 
Commissioner Abraham 
Clayman said he thinks this 
proposition is only to get rid 
of the E6 bus. One resident 
said the E6 bus is terribly 
important to him, and that 
a substantial amount of 
taxes are paid for this bus. 
Another resident supported 
the on-demand transit sys-
tem because he claimed that 
the E6 bus is the most 
inconvenient. 
Choudhury said there is no 
current funding to imple-
ment this proposition, but 
said hopefully next year 
their team will ask for such. 

• The commission unani-
mously passed a resolu-
tion to accept testimony 
from the Council’s budget 
hearings calling for better 
communication between 
commissioners and constit-
uents, and requesting 
$100,000 for a direct feed-
back app.

• The commission unani-
mously supported a bud-
geting proposition for the 
Department of General Ser-
vices to have a particular 
amount requested and 
allotted for community 
completion work that is to 
occur in upcoming years. A 
specific amount of money 
was not requested by the 
commission at this time.

• The commission unani-
mously supported a 
request for the Council to 
provide at least another 
$200,000 to look for more 
places to locate certain 
future construction pro-
grams.
Commissioner Speck he 
was not impressed with the 
earlier presentation from 
the District Department of 
Transportation and said he 
hopes funding will alleviate 
future construction pro-
grams.

ANC
Continued from page 3

did live art painting before 
everyone’s eyes in 15 minutes 
(and sold an original in the 
silent auction to raise extra 
funds for the Foundation).

ARTECHOUSE’s AR bar was 
a hit, making craft cocktails 
come “alive” via an augmented 
realty app experience, while 
ANA’s AR Video booth took the 
virtual transport a bit father, 
allowing guests to see scenes 
from Japan and stroll through 
blooming cherry blossom trees.

There were magic selfie mir-
rors, a game of PINKU (think 
Price is Right’s Plinko, but make 
it cherry blossom), a botanical 
bar, swings, selfies that turned 
into edible cookies, and even a 
beverage bike that pedaled 
around the ballroom serving 

the evening’s most sought-after 
wine, Whispering Angel Rosé.

And now that DC has pink 
“tie’d one on,” the city is ready 
for several more weeks of spe-

cial events, celebrations, and 
premiere programming to con-
tinue the Festival in peak 
bloom. 

PINK
Continued from page 1

Image courtesy of Kate Michael
The Whispering Angel Rosé beverage bike. 
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School Dispatch

Publishing Party! 
BY MEENA SUDHEENDRAN’S FIRST 
GRADE CLASS AT MARET SCHOOL

Publishing Party is when you 
write a book, and a bunch of 
parents come to read it. When 
you start to write the book, you 
have to pick a topic, then you 
have to do the rough draft, and 
then you have to do the final 
draft. Publishing Party is on 
Friday, May 3. To be an expert 

means you must know a lot 
about a topic. So just say we are 
writing about camping—we 
have to know a lot about it. A 
rough draft is not the final one. 
You have to do a lot of editing. 
Green pen is for word wall. Pur-
ple pen is for capital letters. Blue 
pen is for spelling. You use the 
pens for editing. A dedication 
page is when you dedicate the 
book to anyone besides your-
self. Dedication is when you 

give something to someone you 
love. Introduction page is when 
you say why you wanted to write 
about the topic. For final draft, 
you must use your best hand-
writing because the teachers are 
very picky. You use pencil when 
you are writing. You do your 
writing and then your illustra-
tions. Then color your illustra-
tions. Publishing Party is awe-
some! 

Spanish-Music Integration Performance 
BY SHERIDAN SCHOOL 
KINDERGARTNERS 

Senora Jimenez and Senora 
Garcia de Mendoza thought it 
would be cool for us to do a spe-
cial project. We practiced the 

song in both Spanish and Music 
class. We watched a video of Los 
Pollitos in Spanish class. First 
we sang along with the video 
and then we learned it and sang 
it by ourselves. We had to prac-
tice over and over again to get it 

right. We played different kinds 
of instruments. We played the 
vibraslap, triangles, and guiros. 
We added some special dance 
moves at the end. It was really 
cool to be on stage. Everyone 
clapped at the end.

Dear Editor,

As we move deeper into 
2019 and the previous year’s 
W-2s arrive, I’m reminded of a 
meme that went viral a few 
years back. It said: I’m so glad 
that I took geometry when par-
allelogram season rolls around. 
I got a kick out of it, but I also 
realized it perfectly and 
insightfully encapsulated a 
major issue facing this coun-
try: Americans struggle to 
understand and apply basic 
principles of personal finance. 

While so many of us started 
the new year setting resolu-

tions focusing on physical fit-
ness, it’s an opportune time to 
instead talk about financial 
fitness- a conversation that 
most of us didn’t have in high 
school. It’s well-documented 
that Americans have trouble 
comprehending finance. 

Financial illiteracy, or even 
confusion, is a pervasive issue 
that doesn’t discriminate 
based on income, age, or sta-
tion in life; it affects everyone. 

At Catholic Charities, I 
work with vulnerable popula-
tions including the homeless, 
survivors of domestic vio-
lence, and refugees among 

many others. Many of these 
clients face the challenging 
task of rebuilding their lives, 
having to focus on the bare 
necessities- food, shelter, and 
employment. The idea of 
learning personal finance is a 
foreign concept- or considered 
a luxury in some cases, one 
that is incorrectly viewed as 
only reserved for people plan-
ning for college or retirement. 
In reality, everyone needs to 
plan for the future, whatever it 
looks like. It’s the difference 
between building a house on a 
concrete foundation rather 
than quicksand.

Catholic Charities Financial 
Stability Network does offer 
free education and support to 
anyone (regardless of circum-
stance or religion) motivated 
to improve their financial 
future.  I think it’s important 
for everyone to become 
empowered to take control of 
their financial responsibilities 
and be prepared to take the 
next steps to improve their 
lives. 

Did you know that only five 
states require high schools to 
teach personal finance as part 
of their curriculum as of 2018?  
This is a conversation that 

must continue, and a compli-
cated issue that needs to be 
tackled from an early age to 
help prevent cycles of poverty 
or financial stagnation. It’s my 
hope that more states will fol-
low suit so hat we no longer 
find the irony in that meme.

Thanks - and good luck 
with those taxes!

Monsignor John Enzler, 
CEO Catholic Charities, DC

Have something to say?  The Current 
wants to hear about it! 
Send your comments and concerns to 
newsdesk@currentnespapers.com

PLAY EITHER GAME  
FOR A CHANCE TO WIN

TAX TIME BONUS
THE DC LOTTERY ALLOWS YOU TO WIN CASH INSTANTLY!

4/1/19 — 4/30/19

$200,000  
IN TOTAL PRIZES!

YOU PLAY 
WE PAY

dclottery.com

DCL2016 | Tax Time Bonus | Current Newspaper | 4C | 4x8

Letters to the Editor

Keep up with The Current  

currentnewspapers.com 
@CurrentnewsDC 
facebook.com/currentnewsdc
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St. Ann’s celebrates 150 with illustrious organ concert

BY KATE MICHAEL

“When you enter the church, 
there is an ambience.  You can 
feel it. It’s quite rare to find a 
church like this in the U.S.  It 
inspires.”

Notre Dame Cathedral 
organist Vincent Dubois, quot-
ed, played at Saint Ann Catholic 
Church in honor of its 150th 
Anniversary on Tuesday, March 
26th. The youngest of three tit-
ular organists at Paris’ most 
well known cathedral joined 
such world renowned organists 
as Thomas Murray, Jane Park-
er-Smith, John Scott, and Ken 
Cowan in playing what is con-

sidered one of DC’s finest 
organs.

But it is not Dubois first time 
playing this organ. The one 
time he played St. Ann’s organ 
before, in 2008, he had not yet 
been appointed Titular Organ-
ist at Notre Dame — a coveted 
honor.  

“I have a good memory of this 
instrument, and I am thrilled to 
have the opportunity to play it 
again,” he shared before the 
musical performance.  “I 
remember a generous, equally 
large acoustic, one that permits 
me to express myself even more 
while playing it.” 

St. Ann’s Létourneau Organ, 

installed in 1999, was recently 
enhanced tonally and restored 
in 2018.

In his performance for the 
church’s sesquicentennial, 
Dubois played one of the major 
movements of the grand reper-
toire of the organ, the Fantasy 
and the Fugue on the chorale 
Ad nos, ad salutary unjam by 
Franz Liszt.

“I want to give the maximum 
I can and try to make the music 
alive and defend what the com-
poser wanted. I want to recreate 
his universe,” said Dubois of his 
playing.

“There are no words in my 
vocabulary — no words in any 
language — to tell you how 
amazing this young man is,” 
said Charles Staunton, a perfor-

mance attendee.  “And just to be 
in his presence… All of it was 
great.”

For those who missed this 
concert, there will be two others 
upcoming in celebration of the 
church’s 150th anniversary 
year.  On April 28th at 3 p.m. 
Nathan Laube, and on Novem-
ber 17th at 3 p.m. Olivier Latry 
will play the St. Ann’s organ.

Pet of the Week: 
Max is calm and relaxed 

BY DANI RIZZO, DIGITAL DIRECTOR, 
HUMANE RESCUE ALLIANCE 

Are you looking for the 
perfect pup? Look no further 
than seven-year-old Max. 
Calm and relaxed, Max is 
well past the puppy phase, 
and loves attention from peo-
ple. Some of his favorite activ-
ities include sleeping, going 
outside, and playing with his 
toys. Max came to the 
Humane Rescue Alliance 

when his previous owner 
could no longer care for him, 
but he’s not letting that get 
him down. His sunny, happy 
personality is evident to 
everyone he meets. Think 
Max is the right match for 
you? Meet him at HRA’s 
Oglethorpe Street adoption 
center. As an added bonus, 
Max’s adoption fee is waived 
for adopters over the age of 50 
as part of HRA’s Boomer’s 
Buddies program. 

Photos courtesy of Natalie J. Plumb/St. Ann Catholic Church
Notre Dame Cathedral organist Vincent Dubois plays organ at Saint Ann Catholic 
Church

Photos courtesy of Natalie J. Plumb/St. Ann Catholic Church
Vincent Doubois is Titular Organist at Notre Dame — a coveted honor

FREE WORKSHOPS AND COACHING FOR 50+ JOBSEEKERS
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Our BACK TO WORK 50+ program offers free 
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Your call is toll free.
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Fresh new condos bloom in Columbia Heights

BY SUSAN BODIKER

Like the ubiquitous cherry 
blossoms, new boutique condo-
minium complexes are rising 
up everywhere, transforming 
neighborhoods throughout the 
city. One such property is 3812 
Rose—a century-old semi-
detached Wardman-style town-
house on 13th St NW that has 
been refreshed and reimagined 
by //3877 and Sia.interior. 

Located at the intersection of 
Columbia Heights and Pet-
worth, 3812 Rose offers two 
large condos, each offering 2100 
square feet of bright and airy 
living space on two levels with 
three bedrooms, three-and-a 
half baths, exposed vintage 
brick walls, sleek, contempo-
rary finishes and eco-friendly 
construction. Both units have 
access to a back garden with a 
fire pit.

Unit 1 on the ground and 
lower levels is on the market for 
$872,000 with a monthly condo 
fee of $250. Unit 2, on the upper 
two levels, is listed at $972,000 
(condo fee: $250/month). Two 
reserved parking spaces are 
available for $20,000 apiece.

Two more units, next door at 
3810 13th St NW, are also being 
developed. 

A turquoise door set in a cool 
grey brick façade opens into a 
shared vestibule with Alham-
bra-inspired tile flooring. Unit 
1, to the left, leads to an open 
plan living room/dining area 
and kitchen set off by oversized 
windows and wide-plank 
scratch-resistant French oak 
floors throughout. 

The all-white and chrome 
kitchen is fitted with custom 
flat-panel cabinetry, chrome 
hardware and arctic white 
quartz counters and backsplash. 
It is accented by stainless pro-
fessional-grade Bosch applianc-
es, including a French door 
refrigerator with two freezer 
drawers, five-burner gas range 
and oven, microwave and dish-
washer. A polished chrome pot 
filler is mounted above the 
stove.

Across from the kitchen is 
“mini-mudroom” with custom 
built shelving and cushion-
topped bench. A hallway takes 
you to the rear of this first level 
where there is a door to the back 
porch plus a bedroom with a 
deep walk-in closet and a hall 
bath furnished with glass show-
er, white chevron-patterned 
subway tile backsplash and 
floating vanity with Grohe fau-
cets.

At the center of the lower level 
is a family room with adjacent 
laundry niche enclosing an 
Electrolux washer and dryer. At 
one end of the hall is a second 
bedroom with access to a cov-
ered patio and a hall bath fea-
turing a stand-alone soaker tub, 
grey subway-tile backsplash and 
textured Spanish Marbella perla 
floors.

The master bedroom, at the 
front end of the home, has a 
large walk-in closet with built-
ins and a refined ensuite bath 
with glass shower with bench, 
white “statement” tub, grey/
taupe tile backsplash and floor 
and floating white glass vanity 
with double sink.

Unit 2, the upper level duplex, 
is a variation on a theme with a 
slightly different layout but the 
same luxurious finishings. In 
the kitchen, there is a more sub-
stantial island that seats four 
and open shelving that comple-
ments the white cabinetry.

The dining/living room is 
anchored by a wall of floor-to-
ceiling windows with a sliding 
door that opens to a sunny deck 
overlooking the rear green 
space. Down the hall there is a 
powder room and a bedroom 
with ensuite.

A glass-walled staircase rises 
to the top level where a hallway 
leads to a laundry niche, a sec-
ond bedroom with ensuite and 
spacious walk-in closet. 

Off the master bedroom is a 
large private terrace with a brick 
wall, Trex decking and view of 
the Washington Monument. A 
dressing room with built-in 
custom storage sits between the 
bedroom and spa-worthy mas-
ter bath that boasts large-format 
Italian floor and wall tile, dou-
ble-sink floating vanity, state-
ment tub and Grohe fixtures. 

3812 Rose is a very easy walk 
to the vibrant 14th Street corri-
dor. The Green and Yellow line 
metro station is also nearby.

The two duplexes at 3812 
Rose, at 3812 13th St NW, are 
listed at $872,000 (Unit 1) and 
$972,000 (Unit 2) with Compass. 
For details, contact Josh Cohen 
at 202-957-6060 or jason.
cohen@compass.com. 

On the Market

Photo Courtesy of DCBuySell
Left: 3812-13th-Unit 1-The homes feature contemporary design with vintage 
accents like this brick wall
Top: 3812-13th-Unit 2-A private terrace off the master can serve as a sitting room
Bottm: 3812-13th-Unit 1-A mini-mudroom sits across from the all white, sleek 
kitchen
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assumes the role of Jacqueline 
Blount, a Harvard-educated law-
yer with “balls and charm to 
boot,” in the words of the drama-
tis personae.

Junk marks Johnson’s debut at 
Arena Stage, the fulfillment of a 
longtime dream. She remembers 
seeing a production of Lynn Not-
tage’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Ruined there in 2011, shortly 
after the Mead Center underwent 
an extensive renovation. It was, 
according to Johnson, the “most 
compelling piece of theater I had 
ever seen up to that point,” fea-
turing a curtain call as emotional 
as the play that preceded it.

“I had never seen a standing 
ovation in the round before,” she 
said. “Literally everyone was up

on their feet applauding. And 
the lead actress – her name was 
Jenny Jules – that moment that 
she took in, it was just beautiful 
to experience and watch. I 

remember sitting down, and I 
started crying because it was 
overwhelming… And I remem-
ber looking down on the stage 
and thinking, I want to perform 
on this stage one day.”

Now, she has the chance to 
return to the site of that memory 
and experience it from a different 
perspective. Like Ruined, Junk 
will be presented on Fichandler 
Stage, the oldest theater at Arena 
Stage. Named after founding 
director Zelda Fichandler, the 
space hosted its first show in 
1961.

“So many amazing artists have 
set foot on there,” Johnson said. 
“So many amazing plays and 
works have gone through there. I 
feel honored and privileged to be 
a part of that.”

Johnson was not destined to 
act. Born into a military family, 
with both of her parents, her sis-
ter, her grandfather, and many of 
her uncles joining the armed 
forces, she considers herself a 
black sheep. The Wiz piqued her 
interest in theater, inspiring her 
to audition for a school produc-

tion at the age of 8. However, she 
missed out on the part, and it was 
not until she saw a presentation 
by the visual and performing arts 
coordinator from Maryland’s 
Suitland High School that John-
son decided to pursue acting as a 
career.

After graduating from Suit-
land, she attended Temple Uni-
versity in Philadelphia and the 
honors conservatory at the The-
atre Lab School of Dramatic Arts 
in D.C. She also was accepted 
into the midsummer program at 
the British American Drama 
Academy in Oxford, which not 
only helped enhance her appre-
ciation for Shakespeare but also 
refined her skills.

“There’s just something so 
smart about [the British] 
approach to acting,” she said. “It’s 
not so much about the emotion, 
right? It’s so much more about 
the words. It’s like they’re always 
playing a match with each other, 
and it’s brilliant. So, that 
approach to text and circum-
stance I have back brought with 
me, I think, when it comes to 
approaching new works for sure.”

Evidently, training in the 
Bard’s homeland pays off, 
because upon her return state-
side, Johnson landed the lead role 
in a production of Romeo & Juliet 
mounted by Prince George’s 
Shakespeare Theater Festival. 
She brings similar dedication to 
every part, from the teenage 
dreaming of She a Gem to the 
anguished vernacular poetry of 
For Colored Girls. For the latter, 
she earned a Helen Hayes nomi-
nation.

To prepare for Junk, she 
immersed herself in the “foreign 
terrain” of high finance, learning 
about the minutiae of junk bonds 
and boardroom deals. In addi-
tion to satisfying her natural 
hunger for knowledge, research 
allows Johnson to develop a clos-
er connection to her characters. 

“I want to do justice to the 
characters and who they repre-
sent,” she said. “They may be fic-
tional on paper, but there’s some-
one out there in the world whose 
story this can be. This is a voice 
that probably hasn’t been heard 
yet, so I want to do my best to be 
honest.”

Whatever fears Johnson had 
about tackling such an esoteric 
subject were dwarfed by her pas-
sion for the character of Jacque-
line. She relishes the opportunity 
to depict a narrative seldom seen 
in theater or fiction in general: 
that of a black woman in power. 
Although she struggles at times 
to make herself heard by her 
white male colleagues, Jacqueline 
navigates Wall Street with the 
poise of somebody who knows 
the game and the drive of some-
body who wants to win it.

“She’s not waiting for permis-

sion,” Johnson explained. “She’s 
worked hard to get there. What 
I’ve learned by reading this play 
is that the rules are kind of devel-
oped as you go along. And it’s like 
once you learn the [rules], you 
can earn a piece of the pie, wheth-
er it be wealth, whether it be suc-
cess, whether it be promotion.”

Behind the scenes, the vibe of 
Junk is more easygoing. Johnson 
credits director Jackie Maxwell 
with creating a collaborative 
environment, encouraging actors 
to experiment during rehearsal 
and holding one-on-one meet-
ings to discuss the material in 
depth. Thanks to Maxwell and a 
crew that has arranged and 
marked out the rehearsal room 
while the set is being finished, 
she expects the transition to 
Fichandler to go smoothly.

This sense of camaraderie is 
why the New York native consid-
ers D.C. home.

“You really develop real rela-
tionships with other artists here,” 
she said. “And you don’t feel like 
you’re competing; you don’t feel 
like it’s a dog-eat-dog situation… 
Yeah, it feels good, and I feel like 
people are doing works that mat-
ter. It’s always great to feel like 
you’re coming together and cre-
ating something special.”

Anchored by a “great support 
system” of friends and family, 
Johnson carves out time between 
jobs to expand her horizons. She 
aims to travel at least twice a year, 

including once abroad; most 
recently, she visited Barbados, 
her mother’s birthplace. When 
not acting, she fuels her creative 
side by doing spoken word open-
mics and watching live perfor-
mances, whether plays or music 
concerts. A stint at Taste Wine 
Company in New York City 
turned Johnson into a self-
described wine nerd, capable of 
tasting the difference between a 
Californian cabernet and a Chil-
ean one. Having varied interests, 
she believes, helps one become 
more well-rounded not only as a 
person but also as an artist. Act-
ing, after all, is an exercise in 
empathy, compelling individuals 
to “walk in different people’s 
lives.” It requires curiosity as well 
as imagination.

Curiosity is a trait that John-
son shares with her Junk charac-
ter. Like Jacqueline, she works in 
a challenging industry, where 
fortunes can rise and fall on a 
dime, and like Jacqueline, she 
thrives on challenges.

“It can be a little scary,” she 
said. “Stability isn’t necessarily 
something that’s guaranteed. But 
if you’re doing it for the love, if 
you’re doing it because it’s some-
thing you really enjoy doing, 
then you’ll find ways to make it 
work and you won’t get weary.”

KASHAYANA
Continued from page 1

Photo courtesy of Tony Powell
Junk runs April 5 through May 5, 2019 at Arena Stage at the Mead Center for 
American Theater. 

REGISTRATION  
OPENS  

JANUARY 18
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optional Aftercare 4:00pm-6:00pm

Language Intensives, Visual Arts, Dance, 
Music, Theatre, Cooking, Design, Sports 
and MORE!

July 8-12 and July 15-19, 2019

Learn more at dcinternationalschool.org/summercamp

Join us for one or  
both sessions of our  
new Language Immersion Arts & Culture 
Camps in Spanish, French, or Chinese for 
rising 5th-8th Graders!

DCI EXPEDITIONS SUMMER CAMP
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SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2019

n Arrests Made in an Assault 
with a Dangerous Weapon 
(Bottle) Offense: 2400 Block 
of 18th Street, Northwest

Detectives from the Metropoli-
tan Police Department’s Third 
District announce two arrests 
have been made in reference to 
an Assault with a Dangerous 
Weapon (Bottle) offense that 
occurred on Sunday, March 24, 
2019, in the 2400 block of 
18thStreet, Northwest.

At approximately 1:50 am, the 
suspect approached the victim, 
inside of an establishment, at 
the listed location. The suspect 
struck the victim and walked 
away. A second victim confront-
ed the suspect and was struck 
with a bottle by a second sus-
pect. Both suspects were arrest-
ed by responding officers. The 
second victim was transported 
to a local hospital for treatment 
of non-life threatening injuries.

On Sunday, March 24, 2019, 
30-year-old Amir Gawaher, of 
Daytona Beach, FL, was arrest-
ed and charged with Assault 
with a Dangerous Weapon (Bot-
tle). Additionally, 23-year-old 
Erick Martinez, of Winston-
Salem, NC, was arrested and 
charged with Simple Assault.

MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2019

n Arrest Made in an Assault 
with a Dangerous Weapon 
(Gun) Offense: 5400 Block of 
5th Street, Northwest

Detectives from the Metropoli-
tan Police Department’s Fourth 
District announce an arrest 
made in reference to an Assault 
with a Dangerous Weapon (Gun) 
offense that occurred on Thurs-
day, February 7, 2019, in the 
5400 block of 5th Street, North-
west.

At approximately 3:44 pm, three 
suspects approached a group of 
subjects, at the listed location. 
One suspect brandished a hand-
gun and shot at the subjects. 
The suspects then fled the 
scene.

On Friday, March 22, 2019, pur-

suant to a DC Superior Court 
arrest warrant, 26-year-old Rod-
ney Walls, of Southeast, DC, 
was arrested and charged with 
Assault with a Dangerous Weap-
on (Gun).

This case remains under investi-
gation.

TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2019

n Arrests Made in an Assault 
with a Dangerous Weapon 
(Gun) Offense: 1200 Block of 
Quincy Street, Northwest

Detectives from the Metropoli-
tan Police Department’s Fourth 
District have announced two 
arrests have been made in refer-
ence to an Assault with a Dan-
gerous Weapon (Gun) offense 
that occurred on Wednesday, 
February 27, 2019, in the 1200 
block of Quincy Street, North-
west.

At approximately 9:33 am, the 
victim was walking at the listed 
location. The victim was 
approached by a vehicle and a 
suspect rolled down his window 
and brandished a handgun. The 
suspect proceeded to fire the 
weapon at the victim. There 
were no injuries reported.

On Sunday, March 24, 2019, 
pursuant to a DC Superior Court 
custody order, a 17-year-old 
Juvenile Male, of Northwest, DC, 
was arrested and charged with 
Attempted Second Degree Mur-
der while Armed.

On Tuesday, March 26, 2019, 
pursuant to a DC Superior Court 
custody order, a second 17-year-
old Juvenile Male, of Northwest, 
DC, was arrested and charged 
with Attempted Second Degree 
Murder while Armed.

THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2019

n Suspect Sought in a Burglary 
Two of an Establishment 
Offense: 900 Block of 14th 
Street, Northwest

Detectives from the Metropoli-
tan Police Department’s Second 
District seek the public’s assis-
tance in identifying and locating 
a suspect in reference to a Bur-

glary Two of an Establishment 
offense that occurred on 
Wednesday, March 20, 2019, in 
the 900 block of 14th Street, 
Northwest.

At approximately 3:20 am, the 
suspect forcibly entered an 
establishment at the listed loca-
tion. Once inside, the suspect 
took property then fled the 
scene.

n Suspect Sought in an Armed 
Robbery (Knife) Offense: 2200 
Block of 14th Street, Northwest

Detectives from the Metropoli-
tan Police Department’s Third 
District seek the public’s assis-
tance in identifying and locating 
a suspect in reference to an 
Armed Robbery (Knife) offense 
that occurred on Friday, March 
22, 2019, in the 2200 block of 
14th Street, Northwest.

At approximately 4:06 pm, the 
suspect approached the victim 
at the listed location. The sus-
pect brandished a knife and 
demanded the victim’s property. 
The victim complied and the sus-
pect fled the scene.

n Vehicle of Interest Sought in 
an Armed Robbery (Gun) 
Offense: 1700 Block of N 
Street, Northwest

Detectives from the Metropoli-
tan Police Department’s Second 
District seek the public’s assis-
tance in identifying and locating 
a vehicle of interest in reference 
to an Armed Robbery (Gun) 
offense that occurred on Tues-
day, March 26, 2019, in the 
1700 block of N Street, North-
west.

At approximately 11:10 pm, the 
victim was approached by four 
suspects at the listed location. 
One of the suspects brandished 
a handgun and demanded the 
victim’s property. The victim 
complied and the suspects took 
the victim’s property and fled 
the scene.

Anyone who can identify or has knowledge of these incidents should take no action but call 
police at (202) 727-9099 or text your tip to the Department’s TEXT TIP LINE at 50411. Crime 
Solvers of Washington, DC currently offers a rewards to anyone who provides information 
that leads to the arrest and indictment of the person or persons responsible for a crime 
committed in the District of Columbia.

Police Blotter

@currentnewsdc 
Follow us on Twitter for more!

These two affordable crossovers 
boast premium qualities
BY BRADY HOLT 

What separates a luxury car 
from a mainstream one? Is it 
the image of a premium brand, 
and the status that it conveys to 
yourself and anyone else? Or is 
it the flashier styling, the more 
elegant interior, the longer list 
of features, or the higher-grade 
driving experience that are 
commonly associated with such 
marques? 

Most luxury cars draw from 
both lists, and some buyers will 
always treasure the cachet of a 
storied high-end product. But if 
you’re not particular about who 
makes it, you can sometimes 
find a solid luxury product 
from an unexpected source.

In the compact crossover 
segment, this rule is demon-
strated by two recently tested 
mainstream models: the 2019 
Mazda CX-5 and the 2019 
Volkswagen Tiguan. Though 
they offer different flavors — 
the sporty, extroverted Mazda 
and the spacious, subtly styled 
Volkswagen — both of them 
offer considerable luxury 
appeal at comparatively reason-
able prices. 

Between the two, it’s the Jap-
anese CX-5 rather than the 
German Tiguan that’s the most 
like a European luxury vehicle. 
It’s has the taut, responsive 
steering; firm, planted ride; and 
well-finished, minimalistic 
interior you’d look for in a 
BMW. 

The current CX-5 generation 
came out as a 2017 model, her-
alded for its sporty driving 
manners and polished cabin — 
but facing some criticisms for 
its engine, a 2.5-liter four-cylin-
der with 187 horsepower. 

That engine is competitive 
with fellow mainstream-brand 
compact crossovers, but it 
didn’t deliver premium-grade 
punchiness. Enter the updated 
2019 CX-5, which adds a turbo-

charger to that engine on its 
upper-trim models. Output 
rises to 227 horsepower on reg-
ular-grade fuel, or 250 horse-
power on premium. The extra 
power makes the CX-5’s accel-
eration as effortless as its han-
dling; it complements the over-
all premium-grade package. 

Most CX-5s will still use the 
perfectly serviceable non-turbo 
engine, and they’ll enjoy some 
fuel savings as well. The base 
engine achieves a respectable, 
but not amazing, 28 mpg in 
mixed driving with front-
wheel-drive, or 26 mpg with 
all-wheel-drive; the turbo slips 
to 25 mpg and 24 mpg, respec-
tively. 

Inside, the CX-5 has com-
fortable seats and an upscale 
design. That’s especially true in 
the new Signature model, which 
we tested for this review; it 
brings richer materials to an 
already upscale package. You 
may notice rougher plastics on 
the turn-signal stalk if you’re 
coming out of an Audi, but the 
overall ambiance is compelling. 

The CX-5’s passenger and 
cargo space compares well to 
premium compact crossovers, 
many of which sacrifice some 
volume for sportier styling. 
Similarly, the CX-5 lacks the 
extra-generous room of the 
boxier Honda CR-V, Nissan 
Rogue or Toyota RAV4. 

Perhaps the CX-5’s weakest 
point is its infotainment. While 
most luxury cars, and even 
many mainstream ones, offer 
big, feature-laden infotainment 
screens, Mazda’s is a diminu-
tive 7-inch unit with some-
times-awkward controls 
mounted on the center console. 
Its graphics are sharp by main-
stream standards, but nothing 
like the dazzling displays of a 
new Audi. 

Then again, it’s priced noth-

On Autos

See AUTOS/Page 12

Photo courtesy of Brady Holt
The 2019 Mazda CX-5 is priced from $25,395 but looks and drives more like a 
higher-end vehicle, especially with its newly available turbo engine. 
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Wednesday, April 3rd

Book event 
n Stuart E. Eizenstat will discuss 
his book President Carter: The 
White House Years.  Eizenstat, 
who was Carter’s chief White 
House domestic policy adviser, 
argues that it is time to re-evalu-
ate Carter’s four years as presi-
dent. In his new book, Eizenstat 
makes the case that the 39th 
president changed the course of 
the country for the better. Book 
sale and signing to follow event.  
7:00 p.m. at the Tenley-Friendship 
Library, 4450 Wisconsin Ave NW.  
Free. 

Thursday, April 4th

Theater event
n Phantom Limb Company: Falling 
Out (part of DIRECT CURRENT).  
Known for its marionette puppetry 
and multimedia theatrical produc-
tion, New York’s Phantom Limb 
Company has created a response 
to the Fukushima nuclear disaster 
in collaboration with butoh dancer 
Dai Matsuoka. The work is the 
company’s final installment in an 
environmental trilogy exploring our 
changing relationship to nature 
over time. Co-presented in collabo-
ration with the Laboratory for 
Global Performance and Politics at 
Georgetown University. 7:30 p.m. 
in the Kennedy Center’s Terrace 
Theater, 2700 F Street NW. Tick-
ets: $29. http://www.kennedy-cen-
ter.org

Art event 
n Experience the sounds of Puer-
to Rico and Cuba while listening to 
Grupo Quimbo. Sample rum
from DC’s Thrasher Distillery and 
sip on a Rum Punch while creating 
Zilia Sánchez-inspired art.
Enjoy island snacks in Tryst Café, 
watch the Soy Isla documentary 
that was created for the
exhibition, and learn more about 
the artist’s journey, and join one 
of the Spanish
speaking exhibition tours. 5:00 - 
8:30 p.m. at the Phillips Collec-
tion,1600 21st Street NW. Tickets 
$12. https://www.phillipscollec-
tion.org/events/2019- 04-04-phil-
lips-after- 5?utm_

source=iContact&amp;utm_
medium=email&amp;utm_campaig
n=publicity&amp;utm_content=Apr
il+2019+Media+Calendar+SL

Comedy event 
n Comedy as a Second Language 
is back! Making its first ever 
appearance at Busboys
and Poets in Takoma Park, join in 
for a night of amazing stand-up 
comedy with the funniest immi-
grant and first generation perform-
ers! This will be a hilarious night 
of comedy with Naomi Karavani, 
Ryan Ha, Elahe Izadi, Danny Rolan-
do and Yasmin Elhady. 7:00 and 
9:00 p.m. at Busboys and Poets 
Takoma, 235 Carroll Avenue NW.  
Tickets $20.  https://www.improb-
ablecomedy.com/comedy-as-a-
second-language

Friday, April 5th

Musical event 
n Henry Threadgill: Double Up 
Plays Double Up Plus (part of 
DIRECT CURRENT). The saxophon-
ist/flautist makes his highly antici-
pated Kennedy Center debut 
accompanied by his mind-blowing 
ensemble on piano, saxophone, 
drums, tuba, and cello. A mentor 
of Jason Moran, who calls Thread-
gill his “favorite living composer,” 
the Pulitzer Prize winner brings his 
avant-garde musical innovations 
and intense, unyielding originality 
to audiences in the spring of 
2019. 7:30 p.m. in the Kennedy 
Center’s Family Theater, 2700 F 
Street NW.  Tickets: $39.  http://
www.kennedy-center.org

n The Choral Arts Society of 
Washington’s Chamber Singers 
and Youth Choir, together with the 
New Orchestra of Washington 
(NOW) and the Aeolus Quartet, will 
immerse their audience with 
soundscapes and projections in a 
subterranean musical experience 
for Into the Light. This unique con-
cert will make use of the shimmer-
ing acoustics of the space. The 
program will present Steve Reich’s 
Different Trains, a choral and dou-
ble string quartet arrangement of 
Samuel Barber’s Adagio for 
Strings, and a new piece by Choral 
Arts’ Artistic Director Scott Tucker 
inspired by the acoustics of the 
venue, amongst others. 8:00 p.m. 
at Dupont Underground, 19 
Dupont Circle NW.  Tickets $20. 
https://choralarts.org/events/into-
the-light

Art event 
n The Korean Cultural Center 
Washington, D.C. proudly presents 
the opening reception for Breaking 
Boundaries, a new group exhibi-
tion featuring abstract installa-
tions, sculptures, and painting by 
four contemporary Korean artists 
whose work transcends the tradi-
tional boundaries—mental, physi-
cal, spatial—that define human 
life and how we experience it. 
Yunkyung Kim, Jisook Kim, Hyo Jin 
Yook, and Kwang Bum Jang each 
express contradictory phenomena 
in their art and subvert familiar 

concepts such as life and death, 
time and space, or real and ideal 
by combining a variety techniques 
and media. 6:00 p.m. at Korean 
Cultural Center, 2370 Massachu-
setts Ave. NW. Free, rsvp at www.
KoreaCultureDC.org

Book event
n Jean Case on How to Be Fear-
less: Philanthropist and technolo-
gy pioneer Jean Case examines 
the risk-taking principles that guid-
ed notable change-makers from 
JFK to Jane Goodall to José 
Andrés and shares how they can 
be put into action in our own lives. 
6:45 p.m. at S. Dillon Ripley Cen-
ter, 1100 Jefferson Drive SW. Tick-
ets $25-$30. https://smithsoni-
anassociates.org/ticketing/tick-
ets/jean-case-on-how-to-be-
fearless?utm_
source=SIMag&utm_
medium=SIMagListing&utm_
campaign=APR19-SIMag-
JeanCase&promo=241487

Award presentation
n 2019 Benjamin Franklin Creativ-
ity Laureate Presentation: The 
Benjamin Franklin Creativity Laure-
ate Award recognizes and cele-
brates influential thinkers, innova-
tors, and catalysts in the arts, sci-
ences and humanities in both tra-
ditional and emerging disciplines. 
Nina Totenberg, NPR’s legal affairs 
correspondent, is the recipient of 
the 17th annual award, and dis-

cusses her career in a lively con-
versation during the presentation 
program. 7 p.m. at National Muse-
um of the American Indian, Ras-
muson Theatre, 4th St & Indepen-
dence Ave SW.  Tickets $20-$30. 
https://smithsonianassociates.
org/ticketing/tickets/nina-
totenberg?utm_
source=SIMag&utm_
medium=SIMagListing&utm_
campaign=APR19-SIMag-
NinaTotenberg&promo=241487

Saturday, April 6th

Anniversary event
n St. Columba’s Nursery School in 
Tenleytown is celebrating its 60th 
birthday. Current and past stu-
dents will enjoy a reunion event to 
include a live band, food, cocktails 
and an exciting auction. 7:00 - 
10:00 p.m. at Chevy Chase Village 
Hall, 5906 Connecticut Ave, NW. 
Tickets $150. https://columba.
ejoinme.org/60thBirthdayBash

Musical event
n Du Yun with OK Miss (part of  
DIRECT CURRENT). Du Yun— her-
alded as an “indie pop diva” by the 
New York Times—takes the stage 
with OK Miss, her own experimen-
tal band, for a set featuring 
excerpts from her musical Dim 
Sum Warriors. 9 p.m. in the Kenne-
dy Center’s Terrace Gallery, 2700 F 
Street NW.  Tickets: $25–39.  
http://www.kennedy-center.org

n Jazz piano doesn’t get more 
immediate, awe-inspiring, or elec-
trifying than this: the towering vir-
tuoso, Afro-Cuban jazz icon, six-
time Grammy-winner, and three-
time Latin Grammy-winner Jesús 
“Chucho” Valdés, alone on the 
intimate stage. Experience for 
yourself the pianistic mastery the 
New York Times hailed as “great 
hydraulic fountains of notes, each 
drop sparkling as it falls.” 8:00 
p.m. at 6th & I Synagogue, 600 I 
Street NW. Tickets $45. http://
www.sixthandi.org/event/chucho-
valdes/

n The DC Chamber Musicians 
presents a Chamber Music Master 
Class. Program includes Antonin 
Dvorak, Serenade for Winds, Op. 
44; Aleksandr Borodin, String 
Quartet No. 2; Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart, Violin Viola Duet, K. 424; 
Johannes Brahms, Clarinet Quin-
tet, Op. 115. Refreshments 
Served.  10:00 a.m. at New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 5th
floor, 1313 New York Avenue, NW.  
Free, donations accepted. https://
dccos.org/Public-Events

Dance event
n Dance with the Deans! Join UDC 
Law as it celebrates its fabulous 
deans - past, present and future! 

Events & Entertainment

ROBERT BEATSON, II
Attorney/Accountant
Former IRS Attorney

Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All Types of Federal, State, Local
& Foreign Taxes, Individual, Business, 
Trusts, Estates, IRS & State Tax Audit 

Matters, Amended Returns,
Late Returns, Back Taxes

Business Law, Business Formation
& Finance, Contracts, Civil 

Litigation, Mediation, Trusts, Estates, 
Wills, Probate, Real Estate

WWW.BEATSONLAW.COM
301-340-2951

See EVENTS/Page 12

Image courtesy of Francis Vernhet
Chucho Solo performs at Sixth & I Synagogue.  

Image courtesy of Deaf Dog and the Indictments
Deaf Dog and the Indictments play as you Dance with the Deans



CurrenTneWspapers.Com The CurrenT  Wednesday, april 03, 2019  11

Keep up with The Current  
currentnewspapers.com  |  @CurrentnewsDC  |  facebook.com/currentnewsdc

The CurrenT newspapers
Service Directory Department

P.O. Box 32360, Wash. D.C. 20007

The Current Service Directory is a unique way for local businesses 
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any advertising or advertising copy at any time for 
any reason. In any event, the advertiser assumes 
liability for the content of all advertising copy 
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Woodwork / Upholstery

Handymen

Roofing

Floors

Handyman Services

Estates

PIETER FELIX BOOGAERtS
Boogaerts Fine Cabinetry

Media Centers • Built-in Libraries • Home O�  ces
301-493-7775 ◆ www.p� oogaerts.com

4122 Howad Avenue, Kensington, MD 20895

Have your home transformed by a true cra� sman using only the � nest materials.

FamilyFamily
Over 50 years Experience • Featured on HGTV

  Free Estimates
 Emergency Service
 Competitive Low Costs

    Experts in:
 Slate and Flat Roofs
 Gutters
 Roof Coatings
 Shingles and Copper

 Member BBB
 Lic. Bonded Insured

Handyman 
Services

 • Carpentry – 
Repair or New Work

 • Repairing & Replacing Storm 
Windows, Doors & Cabinets, etc.

 • Plaster & Drywall Repair
 • Painting & Finishing

 • Stripping Doors & Trim
 • Building Shelves, Storage &  

Laundry Facilities
 • Countertops

 • And Much More!

Joel Truitt Builders, Inc.
734 7th St., SE

202-547-2707
Quality since 1972

Our craftsmen, who for 30 years have done quality work, 
would work on your project. Our shop can build or dupli-

cate almost anything. We are a design & build firm. We are 
kitchen and bath designers. We can bid on your plans.

FREE ESTIMATES

301-277-5667
ssmcconkey@comcast.net

MHIC 1876 • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

C.K. McConkey, Inc.
Roofing

Cleaning

Service DirectoryTHE CURRENT 202.244.7223

www.dcwoodwork.com
Custom designed cabinetwork,

wall units, mantles, wainscotting, etc.
Women owned and operated for over 25 years.

Many Local references. Call Terry Nagorski at 301-461-9150

703.892.8648
Licensed, bonded and insured since 1985

www.acleaningserviceinc.com 

Over 30 years of providing cleaning services to NOVA, DC and MDOver 30 years of providing cleaning services to NOVA, DC and MD

Best Cleaning 

Company Award 

winner 2011-2017

A SLIPCOVER STUDIO
Slipcovers, draperies, 

upholstery, fabrics
Winter Discount

25% off labor
Call 301-270-5115
Text 240-401-8535

aslipcoverstudiomd@gmail.com

Cash for Estates
Moving,etc. I buy a wide range of 

items. www.atticllc.com

Gary 301-520-0755. 
www.currentnewspaper.com

Ace Window Cleaning, Co.
Residential specialists inside and 

outside.Family owned and operated
for over 30 years.

301-656-9274    Chevy Chase, MD
 • We also offer glass, screen,
and sash cord repair service
• Ask about our no damage,
low pressure Powerwashing.

Chevy Chase Floor Waxing Service 
Polishing, buffing, and waxing to 

preserve and protect your fine wood 
floors, using old-fashioned paste wax. 

Family owned and operated 
for 30 years.

Licensed Bonded Insured
301-656-9274, Chevy Chase, MD

Northwest Roofi ng
YOUR LOCAL WASHINGTON ROOFING COMPANY 
SPECIALIZING IN: SLAT ROOFING, FLAT ROOFING 
GUTTERS, AND MORE

Licensed, Insured, and Bonded

Call us today at 202-246-3613
Hauling

Parking Rental

ANGEL 
HAULING

Trash • Basements & Garages
Yard Cleaning • Construction Debris

Porch, Deck, Fence Demo • Move In/Out 
Residential & Commercial • DC MD VA

H: 703-582-3709 Cell: 703-863-1086
www.angeljunkremoval.com

TO BOOK YOUR 
AD TODAY, CONTACT

Min Xiong at 202.567.2020 or 
min@currentnewspapers.com

It’s “Always Something”

To Do List
Handyman Services
• No Job Too Small
• Very Reliable

• Carpentry • Drywall Repairs
• Caulking • Light Electrical & Plumbing 

• Deck Repairs • Storm Doors
• Junk Removal

703-217-6697 / 703-217-9116
Licensed Chris Stancil Insured
Always Something Inc.

Branches
Tree 

Experts
Certifi ed Arborist

10% o� 
July and
August

• Full Service
• Diagnostic Tree Care

• Pruning
• Insect & Disease Control

• Fertilization

301-589-6181
Licensed Insured

Parking spaces available for lease. 

$150/mo. Month to month. Two 
months due at signing. Located at the 
2660 Woodley Road – in the Woodley 
Garage.  Only 15-20 spaces available.  
Contact gm@wardmantower.com 
for more information.

HIGHTOWER FLOOR SERVICE, INC.
The Wood Floor Experts –Serving the area since 1948

 Sand - Install –Restore - Repair Hardwood Floors
Install Luxury Vinyl  Tile – Ceramic Tile - Carpet

Family owned and operated 202-345-1511   
202-726-6795

Free Estimates

Bonded and 
Insured

The Wood Floor Experts –Serving the area since 1948
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In hopes to raise enough money 
to fund a  Summer Public Interest 
Fellowship for each participating 
dean, though EVERYONE is invited 
regardless of ability to donate.  
Live rock and roll music by Deaf 
Dog and the Indictments, featuring 
Top Dog Hon. Russ Canan, with 
brief remarks by former deans 
Edgar Cahn, Tom Mack, Bill Robin-
son, and John Brittain followed by 
a baton passing to incoming Dean 
Renée Hutchins!  7:00 - 10:00 
p.m. at the UDC Student Center 
Ballroom, 4200 Connecticut Ave. 
NW.  Donations accepted, https://
www.law.udc.edu/

Workshop event 
n Geared for families with children 
aged 2 to 8, this workshop 
includes multiple “Creativity Sta-
tions” to explore. Each station has 
a different project with art materi-
als, instructions, and artistic inspi-
ration from The Phillips Collection. 
A professional art educator is on 
site to support families who would 
like guidance. 10:30 - 12:30 p.m. 
at Phillips Collection, 1600 21st 
Street NW. Tickets $18 for one 
adult and one child. https://www.
phillipscollection.org/
events/2019-04-06-creativity-
workshop?utm_
source=iContact&amp;utm_
medium=email&amp;utm_
campaign=publicity&amp;utm_con
tent=April+2019+Media+Calendar
+SL

Philosophy event
n As the 20th century emerged, 
existentialism was the first cultur-
al and philosophical movement to 
become a major factor in the 
shaping of modern intellectual 
thought about what it means to be 
human. This absorbing all-day 
seminar examines its major 
themes, figures and impact, guid-
ed by Francis J. Ambrosio of 
Georgetown University, a special-
ist in 20th-century European phi-
losophy. 9:30 a.m. - 4:15 p.m. at 
S. Dillon Ripley Center, 1100 Jef-
ferson Dr SW.  Tickets $90-$140. 
https://smithsonianassociates.
org/ticketing/tickets/existential-
ism-human-search-for-
meaning?utm_
source=SIMag&utm_
medium=SIMagListing&utm_
campaign=APR19-SIMag-
Existentialism&promo=241487

Cultural event 
n Learn about the tradition of 
pysanky, the colorful Ukrainian 
Easter eggs, as you master the 
egg-waxing and dyeing processes 
used to create them. 12 p.m. at 
S. Dillon Ripley Center, Room 
3041, 1100 Jefferson Dr SW Tick-
ets $65-$85. https://smithsoni-
anassociates.org/ticketing/tick-
ets/pysanky-ukrainian-easter-egg-
decorating-workshop?utm_
source=SIMag&utm_
medium=SIMagListing&utm_
campaign=APR19-SIMag-
EasterEggs&promo=241492

Art event
n Spend an afternoon creating 
springtime holiday cards, as well 
as those to express thank-yous, 
congratulations or birthday wish-
es, all in a memorably personal 
way. 2 p.m. Tickets $65-$75. 
https://smithsonianassociates.
org/ticketing/tickets/handmade-
cards-mothers-day-and-moreutm_
source=SIMag&utm_
medium=SIMagListing&utm_
campaign=APR19-SIMag-
Emerson&promo=241492

n The Printmaking Legacy Proj-
ect’s® first national print exhibi-
tion, Forward Press:
21 st  Century Printmaking fea-
tures ten innovative print artists 
from across the
country who employ the finest 
examples of hand printed and digi-
tal techniques at it’s opening 
reception. The exhibit explores 
themes of culture, identity, reli-
gion, environment, memory, and 
art history. Some work in tradition-
al forms, like lithography, intaglio, 
relief, and screen printing, while 
others explore these methods as 
the basis for large-scale sculpture, 
collage, and integrating technology 
into printmaking. These ten artists 
are changing the way American 
printmaking is seen and under-
stood. Featuring April Flanders, 
Tom Hück, Carrie Lingscheit, 
Beauvais Lyons, Dennis McNett, 
Michael Menchaca, Richard Peter-
son, Nicole Pietrantoni, Steve 
Prince, and Sangmi Yoo. 6:00 - 
9:00 p.m. at Katzen Arts Center, 
4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. 
Free and open to all. http://tinyurl.
com/aususeumkatzen

Sunday, April 7th

Musical event 
n Skylark is a premier vocal 
ensemble of leading American 
vocal soloists, chamber musi-
cians, and music educators. Sky-
lark’s program entitled Master-
piece, will offer musical reflections 
of the visual arts from the ancient 
to the modern. Over the centuries 
art has inspired music, and music 
has inspired art. Pre-concert lec-
ture followed by concert. 3:00 
p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, 3240 O Street NW. Tick-
ets $30. https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/skylark-tick-
ets-45943669753

n The Emerson String Quartet 
stands apart in the history of 
string quartets with an unparal-
leled list of achievements over 
three decades, including more 
than 30 acclaimed recordings, 
nine Grammy’s, three Gramo-
phone Awards, and the Avery Fish-
er Prize. This concert features 
music by Mozart, Wernick and 
Shostavkovich. 6 p.m. National 
Museum of Natural History Baird 
Auditorium, 10th Street and Con-
stitution Ave. NW. Tickets $50-
$60. https://smithsonianassoci-
ates.org/ticketing/tickets/emer-
son-string-quartet-
2018%E2%80%9319-season-
1P0632?utm_
source=SIMag&utm_

medium=SIMagListing&utm_
campaign=APR19-SIMag-
Emerson&promo=241487

Holiday event 
n Friends of Volta Park Easter Egg 
Hunt. 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at 
Volta Park, 1516 34th Street NW. 
Free.

Monday, April 8th

Musical event
n Heralded by the daily Público as 
“one of Portugal ś premier violin-
ists” and by the weekly Expresso 
as “one of today ś most renowned 
Portuguese musicians” Bruno 
Monteiro is internationally recog-
nized as a distinguished violinist 
of his generation Portuguese buf-
fet/wine.  7:00 - 10:15 p.m. at 
Portuguese Ambassador’s Resi-
dence, 2125 Kalorama Rd. NW.   
Tickets $125. https://www.
instantseats.com/index.
cfm?fuseaction=buy.
event&amp;eventID=64D23C92-
9321-5B4F-4A2727A7F8554B34

n ShowTunes & Cocktails, a gath-
ering of theatre lovers and artists. 
Spend an evening at the Beacon 
Bar &Grill, sipping on cocktails 
and singing your favorite tunes at 
theatreWashington’s monthly 
ShowTunes & Cocktails. Featuring 
Maestro Glenn Pearson at the 
piano and special Guest Artist 
Chani Wereley, who recently 
appeared in Constellation Theatre 
Company’s Aida and Monumental 
Theatre Company’s Pippin, and 
will next be seen at  Folger The-
atre in Love’s Labor’s Lost starting 
April 30. Enjoy delicious selections 
from the Beacon’s menu – and a 
chance to win some great theatre 
ticket giveaways. 7:00 - 10:00 
p.m. at Beacon Bar & Grill, 1615 
Rhode Island Ave. NW.  Free.

Tuesday, April 9th

Ballet event 
n Mariinsky Ballet: Le Corsaire. 
For its annual engagement, the 
legendary company presents Mari-
us Petipa’s captivating story of 
bold pirates, passionate maidens, 
shocking betrayal, and a dramatic 
shipwreck rescue.  7:30 p.m. in 
the Kennedy Center’s Opera 
House, 2700 F Street NW. Tickets: 
$39–175.  http://www.kennedy-
center.org

Musical event
n If you love rock and roll, and 
want to sing some of the greatest 
hits of all time, join the Boomers 
Rock ’n’ Roll Chorus, a program 
geared for people ages 55 and 
above who love to sing—and 
there’s no experience required. 8 
rehearsals culminate in a free 
public performance. 6:45 p.m. at 
S. Dillon Ripley Center, 110 Jeffer-
son Dr. SW.  Tickets $100. 
https://smithsonianassociates.
org/ticketing/
tickets/244442?utm_
source=SIMag&utm_
medium=SIMagListing&utm_
campaign=APR19-SIMag-
Boomers&promo=241487

ing like an Audi. The base CX-5 
starts at $25,395, compared to 
$43,945 for the Audi Q5. Even 
the top-of-the-line CX-5 Signa-
ture AWD that we tested cost 
less than $40,000, and that’s 
with a lot more equipment than 
the base-model Q5. 

Not all of the details are quite 
Mercedes-level, but the overall 
feel of the CX-5 — the basics of 
its styling, interior design, driv-
ing experience, and list of luxu-
ry features — are luxury-grade, 
especially with the new turbo 
engine. 

If the CX-5 feels like a Euro-
pean premium crossover, it’s 
the Volkswagen Tiguan that 
can look very much like one. 
Volkswagen and Audi have the 
same parent company and a 
similar design ethos, with 
straight, simple lines and clean 
details. 

The interior is more tradi-
tional than the latest German 
luxury models, but its simplici-
ty hearkens back to the recent-
luxury past. VW also cleaned 
up the instrument panel by hid-
ing the CD player in the glove-
box, achieving a flat, smooth 
surface. 

Like today’s Audis, the upper-
trim Tiguans turn the gauge 
cluster from analog dials to a 
reconfigurable digital display, 
which presents electronic ren-
derings of a speedometer and 
tachometer along with other 
information that can include 
the navigation system’s map. Its 
8-inch touchscreen is bigger 
and more user-friendly than 
the Mazda’s.

So is the rest of the Tiguan’s 
cabin. While some city buyers 
will lament how much the 
Tiguan has grown — earlier 
models baked a premium feel 
into a much smaller package — 
others will welcome its extra 
passenger and cargo space. 
There’s even an available third-
row seat, a rarity at the Tiguan’s 
size and price point. 

Like other Volkswagens, the 

Tiguan has a composure to its 
ride and handling that helps it 
stand above the mainstream 
norm. However, the powertrain 
comes up short from a luxury 
standpoint; the 2.0-liter four-
cylinder engine’s 184 horse-
power are overworked in this 
relatively heavy crossover. Not 
only does acceleration suffer, 
but the engine doesn’t sound 
great and returns disappointing 
fuel economy — no better than 
the far more powerful Mazda. 

The Tiguan’s styling is 
appealingly premium if you 
prefer Volkswagen’s restraint 
over the exuberant details of an 
Acura RDX or Lexus NX. And 
it provides more interior space, 
and lower pricing, than a pre-
mium model. 

But think of it less as a budget 
rival to a BMW than a Europe-
an-flavored alternative to a 
Honda. The Tiguan doesn’t 
jump out and dazzle you, and 
the engine is a clear weak spot. 
But it’s a pleasant overall pack-
age with upscale styling details 
whose third-row seat — small 
as it is — makes it appealing as 
a city-friendly family car. 
Tiguan prices start at $25,290. 

If you’re looking for even 
more focus on utility than the 
CX-5 or Tiguan offers, the 
extra-spacious Honda CR-V is a 
class standout — it’s not only 
astoundingly roomy for a com-
pact crossover, but it also fea-
tures above-average driving 
dynamics, interior quality, and 
fuel efficiency. 

Meanwhile, if you’re cross-
shopping these models against 
the luxury brands, standouts 
include the Acura RDX, BMW 
X1, and Volvo XC40 — all of 
which combine moderately 
affordable prices with useful 
interior volume and high-end 
build quality. 

To see more photos of the test-
ed 2019 Mazda CX-5, you can 
visit tinyurl.com/current-cx-5. 
To see more photos of the tested 
2019 Volkswagen Tiguan, you 
can visit tinyurl.com/tiguan-
current. 
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Photo courtesy of Brady Holt
The 2019 Volkswagen Tiguan is a spacious and decently affordable compact 
crossover with Audi-esque styling cues and available seven-passenger seating. 
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Freedom
Art as the Messenger

Freedom means something different to every person, yet its value is a common bond between Americans. In these 

polarized times, Freedom: Art as the Messenger aims to provide a unifying platform of civility and creativity. Artists 

from across the country—in a wide range of media—share innovative and thought-provoking perspectives on 

freedom and the enduring need for its protection. 

Curated by Harriet Lesser and June Linowitz • Art exhibition free and open to the public 

April 11, 2019–June 14, 2019 • Monday–Saturday, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m

For a preview of artworks visit cato.org/artmessenger

Pictured: Frederick Douglass, 1847 by Dennis Carrie (left) and The Dreamers by Beryl Jazvic (right)

for private tours and questions: exhibition@cato.org 
#artmessenger • cato.org/artmessenger
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