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Overcoming Spiritual Obstacles  Part 1 
 

A few years ago in the Rose Bowl parade in Pasadena, one of the floats stalled. Suddenly all the 
floats behind were forced to stop.  Frustrations mounted as this event was televised around the world. 
Mechanics quickly descended upon the stalled float, searching all over for the problem. Finally, 
someone had the presence of mind to check on the fuel level of the vehicle. It was empty, out of gas. 
This became even more embarrassing when the crowd realized that the float's sponsor was a major 
oil company. 
 

Sometimes we can feel the same way in our spiritual life, stuck and feeling far from God.  We look for solutions by pondering the 
deeper philosophical questions of life, when the answer is very simple.  One of the common reasons why people feel stuck is that 
they have ignored sin in their life. At times, we all do this. In the past maybe we focused on it too much.  Today we have gone to 
the other extreme where people act as if sin doesn’t exist.     
 

Sin is moving outside of the boundaries that God has set up for us as human beings. The Scriptures say that the “just person sins 
seven times a day” (Prov 24:16). From the beginning of time in the Garden of Eden, after God told Adam and Eve to not eat from 
the tree of Good and Evil, the devil tempted them by saying, “You certainly will not die. God knows well that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, who know good and evil” (Gen 3:4-5).  Sin is thinking and acting as if our lives 
belong to us, instead of seeing ourselves as stewards of our lives, where God is the owner to whom we will all have to give an  

accounting.  The truth is that all sins, big and small, send a negative rippling effect throughout our lives and to all those around us, 
in ways that we cannot see in the moment.  It is not God punishing us, as much as God seeing and grieving over the suffering and 
anxiety that we invite into our lives and our families.   
 

When each of us sins, we choose to take a step away from God and we demonstrate to others that it is ok to do so.  We rationalize 
that nothing has happened, or minimalize things that we are not as bad as others. We stretch the truth, “I am a good person overall.” 
Like Adam and Eve, we are tempted to justify our actions.  Yet every one of us feels the effects of sin in our own life: loneliness, 
depression, fear, anxiety, and unforgiveness.  Jesus doesn’t want us stuck here. Yet how many choose to remain there! 
 

Jesus on the Cross is proof that sin is real and that we all contributed to it by our personal sins. The Good News is that Jesus came 
to reconcile us from our personal sins and their effects.  Jesus shows us how we receive this healing.  Jesus gave the ability to  

forgive sin to the Apostles (and bishops/priests throughout history).  “…he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the holy 
Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained’” (John 20:22-23). 
 

It is tempting to ignore the root cause of many of the difficulties in our lives and in our world, and rationalize that the cause is out-
side of us.  Don’t shortchange joy, hope and healing by avoiding one of the most common roadblocks in our spiritual journey. Jesus 
came that we might have life and have it to the full.  We can all live as though sin doesn’t exist, living on an empty tank if we 
choose. Or in a healthy way we can acknowledge our personal sins and allow Jesus to heal us on a regular basis.  I invite you to  

get back to the practice of coming to Confession on a regular basis.  There is much information on Google to help you.  When we 
do things God’s way, we receive the healing and joy that God wants in our lives. Don’t be satisfied with what this world offers.  

Be not afraid! 
          Fr. Kevin 
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Liturgies  

for the  week  

IN Remembrance  

 

For the week of July 2, Sanctuary Lights burn for a 
Special Intention. Bread and Wine are offered in 
memory of Maureen Alexander.  Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel flowers are in memory of Maureen Alexander. 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
   
 
 
 

Monday, July 3 
Parish Office Closed 
Adoration and Confessions Canceled 
 
 
 

Tuesday, July 4 (Independence Day) 

Parish Office Closed 
 
 
 

Wednesday, July 5 
1—3 pm   Eucharistic Adoration 
 
 
 

Friday, July 7 
Parish Office Closed at 1 pm 

July 2, 2023 

Thirteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

 

Monthly  

Offertory Collections 
 

The collection for the month of May was  
$157,289 

The breakdown is as follows: 
Sunday Collections $85,387 
Online Giving  $71,902 
Total              $157,289 (monthly) 
 

Budgeted:             $127,083 
 

We thank you for your generosity and support of your parish 
home here at Corpus Christi. It is through your generosity 
that we are able to share our parish vision of Christ’s Joy, 
Hope and Healing Received and Shared. 

 
 
 

Saturday, July 1 
  5:00 pm   William Otten; Andrew Depczek 
 

Sunday, July 2 
  7:30 am   Mona Curcio 
  9:00 am   Gary Nybro 

11:00 am   Joseph T. Strempek; Bud Jeannette 
     Charles E. Walsh 
 

Monday, July 3 

  7:30 am    Mario DeStefano 
 

 Tuesday, July 4 (Independence Day) 
  9:00 am   Mary Kratzel 
 

Wednesday, July 5 
  7:30 am   Maureen Alexander; Nicholas Storms 
 

Thursday, July 6 
  7:30 am   Rich McGrade 
 

Friday, July 7 
  7:30 am   Angela Pantano 
 

Saturday, July 8 
  5:00 pm   Camille Brennan; Virginia Maguire;  
     Roy “Bud” Jeannette 
 

Sunday, July 9 
  7:30 am   Mona Curcio 
  9:00 am   Gary Nybro 

11:00 am   Ignatz Punchkowski; Charles E. Walsh 

 

Presider’s Schedule 
 
 
 

 
Saturday   5:00 pm   Fr. Kevin (livestreamed) 

Sunday    7:30 am    Msgr. Mahoney 

Sunday   9:00 am    Fr. Michael 
Sunday  11:00 am    Fr. Kevin (livestreamed) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday   5:00 pm   Fr. Michael (livestreamed) 

Sunday    7:30 am    Fr. Kevin 

Sunday   9:00 am    Msgr. Mahoney 
Sunday  11:00 am    Fr. Michael (livestreamed) 

July 1/2 

                    July 8/9 

 
 

 
 

 Mass schedule 
 

The Summer Mass schedule will  
continue through Labor Day weekend 
(September 2-3). 
  

Summer Mass Schedule: 
M-F  7:30AM 
Sat.   5:00 PM  (livestreamed) 
Sun.  7:30 AM/  9:00 AM/  11:00 AM (livestreamed)   
 

Office Hours 
From June 30 until September 1 
Monday—Thursday 9 am to 4 pm 
Friday       9 am to 1 pm 
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Flower Memorials 

 
Remember a loved one or offer a Special Intention by  
having a flower arrangement placed in the Blessed       
Sacrament Chapel.  The cost will be $60. The Parish will 
coordinate the request with our florist, Carl Lemanski. 

 

Welcome! 
 
New parishioners are asked to register for the parish 
by going to our website at corpuschristi.org.  Click on 
the CONNECT tab at the top of the home page.   
 

For more information, please call the Parish Office at 
973-635-0070 ext. 711. 

Kevin Franken, Sr. Adriana Martins, Eugene Iannocelli, 
Everett Farren, Ann Zerga,  Cheryl Maiorini, Alfri Rundio, 
Barbara Marvin, Beth Cintron, Andrew White, Adeline 
Lombardi, Caitlin Murray, Giovanna Tagliaferri, Nancy 
Merola Miller,  Ann Gilroy, Stephanie Windsor, Rosemarie 
Moeller, Connie Prince, Bud Jeannette, Anna West, Patti 
Mahoney, Robert Bruce, Richard Terranova, Diana Nazelli, 
Elizabeth Yanis, Peter Paul Perla, Timothy Finnegan, Mary 
Mulhall, Jim Tsakonos, Denis Schreiber,  Carmela Mino, 
Ron Leonardis, Jonathan Schwanwede, Angie Dincher, 
Virginia Lutz, Keith Thomas, Max Leyn, Victor Rispoli, 
JoAnne Feliciti, Christine Marinello, John Dory, Margaret 
DiPopolo, John Savarese, Jade Navarro, Carol Lovelock, 
Betty Ann and Ron Henning; Nancy McKiernan, Maire 
O’Donnell, Amy Hefele, Brian Carpenter, Amy Wert, Arlene 
Winsch, Steve Karasoulis, Terry Stephen, Louis Panello, 
John Cristofano George E. Blake, Peter Newell, Ken 
McCaffrey, Ruth White, Heather Nicole McGuire, Valeria 
Capurro, James O’Connell, Gina McCarthy, Josephine 
Dymowski, Eileen O’Boyle, Cathy Hansen, Owen Moran, 
Jim Haggerty, Jan Kerr, Vince  Di Roberto, Kathleen 
Bekiaris, Bailey Buell, Nancy Thompson, Greg Klimek, 
Suzanne Sersun, Ann Martin White, Kris Zingone, Bill 
Walsh, Matty Constantino, Susan Koole, Debbie Sisser. 
 
 

Pray For Those Who Have 

Gone Home to the Lord… 

 

Carolee Ann Hoffman, wife of John 

 

Please Pray for the Sick 

Baptism 
  

We welcome into the church through the Sacrament 
of Baptism, Freya Margaret Pietsch, daughter of  
Andrew and Melissa. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patriotism 

 

Patriotism is the fourth principle of the Knights of 
Columbus. As we celebrate our Independence Day, 
we remember the words of St. John Paul II 
“patriotism … is a love for one’s native land that 
accords rights to all other nations equal to those 
claimed for one’s own. Patriotism, in other words, 
leads to a properly ordered social love.”  
 
Knights of Columbus members throughout the 
world not only support their nation’s citizens,  
military, and veterans, but also come to the aid of 
other nations. When Russia invaded Ukraine, the  
K of C started a Ukraine Solidarity Fund, which 
has already given over $21 million in aid. Knights 
in Ukraine and Poland are personally helping to  
get people out of Ukraine, and administrating to 
the needy and refugees. 

 
To learn more about the Knights of 
Columbus in the Chathams, call John 
Kelly at 201-213-6967.  To become a 

Knight, visit www.kofc.com/joinus.  

 
CARING For the COMMUNITY  

C O N C E R T 
Saturday, July 15th  

6—8:30 pm 
 

The Presbyterian Church of Chatham 
Township (next door) is hosting on  
Saturday, July 15th at 6 pm to 8:30 pm  
a free dinner and lawn concert by the 
Blue Soul Band.  Please bring your 
lawn chairs and any beverage of 
choice.  
 

              All are welcome! 

http://www.kofc.com/joinus
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 Faith Formation 
 

Grades Pre-K to 6 
Contact:   Brigette Vohden    
   email: bvohden@corpuschristi.org  
 

Grades 7—10       
Contact:   Jim Murray  
   email: corpuschristi@boldym.com 
 

High School Service Coordinator 
Contact:   Jim Murray  
   email: corpuschristi@boldym.com 
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Reflection  
      by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 
 

 “Truth or Consequences” was the name of an early TV game show.  It ran from the 50’s to the 
late 80’s.  Contestants had to answer a trivia question correctly within 2 seconds, or face the  

consequences of performing a zany or embarrassing stunt. Often enough, contestants would  

answer incorrectly so that they would have to perform the stunt. 

 

We know that Our Lord never came here to play games. Being truth personified, a reality lost  

on narrow-minded people like the Pharisees and Pontius Pilate, Jesus spoke only words of 
truth.  He did so that we might “have life and have it more abundantly.” He speaks to us today  

of His demands to bring that about. 

 

Note how, in our First Reading, the Christian regard for treating others with care and hospitality 
is prefigured by the influential Shunammite woman in her treatment of Elisha the prophet, even 
before she knew that’s what he was.  As a consequence, she was eventually rewarded with the 
gift of a son, ridding her of what was regarded in those ancient days as a curse: to be without 
child.  (What a contrast with our world today!) 

 

Our Lord promises us that we will find new life, with good consequences, if we but give a drink 
of water to “the little ones,” namely the poor and needy.  Only a generous God can command 
generosity. 

 

It is up to us to remember that fact when Jesus asks us to take up our cross as a consequence of 
being His authentic followers.  So easy to will that part of His message away.  It strikes us in 
moments of weakness as a demand too much.  We often imagine the consequences of cross-
carrying as making us too different from everybody else.  Our secular society demands that we 
Catholics conform to its opinions.  That means, for example. that we approve of a trans-gender 
agenda which is in direct contradiction to the Bible and Church teaching about the human body 
as designed by God. 

 

When a person decides to exercise his/her freedom to break God’s laws, he/she is like a person 
who ascends to the top of a tall building and jumps off. For the first several stories he/she feels 
great.  There are no restraints, no restrictions, no hang-ups. But suppose, ten stories from the 
ground, he/she realizes that a sudden stop awaits, and that he/she doesn’t want to endure its  

consequences. Can they reverse the falling process?  Can you or they stop the fall?  Of course 
not.  Thus, in the final ten stories, our tragic character will examine his/her definition of freedom 
and realize—too late—that it was wrong. 

 

God love you; give you His gift of true freedom; and enjoy your holiday. 



Sunday, Jul 02, 2023
Say what you see
Upon winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 1986, Elie Wiesel was
named a "messenger to mankind." The Los Angeles Times called
him the “most important Jew in America." A Holocaust survivor,
Wiesel didn't speak of his experiences for 10 years after his
liberation from the camps. Eventually he understood the world
needed his witness: “We must take sides. Neutrality helps the
oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor,
never the tormented.... Wherever men and women are persecuted
because of their race, religion, or political views, that place must—
at that moment—become the center of the universe.” Tell the truth
from where you stand.

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a; Romans 6:3-4, 8-11;
Matthew 10:37-42 (97). "Whoever finds his life will lose it, and
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it."

Monday, Jul 03, 2023
A twin to us all
Three times in the Gospel of John, the apostle Thomas is also
called Didymus. Both names mean “twin”—in Aramaic and Greek
respectively. He is referred to in some non-biblical historical texts
as “Judas Thomas”—a.k.a. “Judas the Twin.” It’s likely “the twin”
was his nickname and he was known by it among Jews and
Greeks. But there’s no explanation of whose twin he was. Today,
Christians mostly know him as “Doubting Thomas” because he
didn’t believe Jesus had risen until he saw for himself. While we
don’t know the identity of Thomas’ biological twin, do we resemble
him in our disbelief from time to time? Ask Jesus for the grace of
faith and the same graciousness he showed to Thomas.

FEAST OF THOMAS, APOSTLE
TODAY'S READINGS: Ephesians 2:19-22; John 20:24-29 (593).
“Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”

Tuesday, Jul 04, 2023
Born on the Fourth of July
Born on the Fourth of July is the best-selling memoir of Ron Kovic,
Catholic Vietnam vet turned peace activist. On the fourth of July, in
1336, Saint Elizabeth of Portugal was born into eternal life. Like
Kovic, Elizabeth threw herself into peacemaking—twice
intervening to avert war. Like Kovic, the queen bucked authority:
When her husband forbade her from giving royal wealth away to
the poor, Elizabeth smuggled contributions out of the castle in her
robes. As Americans celebrate our good fortune this day, may the
rights enshrined in the Declaration of Independence—“life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness”—be tempered by Elizabeth’s
example: “God made me queen so that I may serve others.”

OPTIONAL MASS FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 19:15-29; Matthew 8:23-27 (378). "He
said to them, 'Why are you terrified, O you of little faith?'"

Wednesday, Jul 05, 2023
Be an island of justice
On this day in 1868, Rafael Cordero was born in San Juan, Puerto
Rico, one of three children in a free black family. Throughout his
life he was a passionate advocate for equitable education on the
island, opening a free school for children in his home—the pupils
of which would later include some of the most influential figures in
Puerto Rican history. A devout Catholic, Cordero was also known

for his charity to the poor. He also fought for the abolition of
slavery in Puerto Rico, which was achieved in 1873. Following his
death, his schoolhouse became a historic site, and the archbishop
of San Juan opened his cause for canonization. He was declared
venerable by Pope Francis in 2013. May his legacy of justice live
on in our own works of mercy.

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 21:5, 8-20a; Matthew 8:28-34 (379).
“God was with the boy as he grew up."

Thursday, Jul 06, 2023
Girl power
Today’s saint, Maria Goretti, died a difficult death at age 12 after
being stabbed for resisting a rape. She is one of several patron
saints of rape survivors. Traditional hagiography about Goretti
focuses on her concern for chastity during her resistance, but
women who have survived similar ordeals might see saintliness in
Goretti’s resistance itself. They might reclaim Goretti’s story as
one of female empowerment, a refusal to be degraded, and a
rising above violence when Goretti—on her deathbed—forgave
her tormentor. Her act of mercy lives on as a triumph over evil.
Saint Maria Goretti, pray for all who have been hurt by sexual
violence.

MEMORIAL OF MARIA GORETTI, YOUTH MARTYR
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 22:1b-19; Matthew 9:1-8 (380). “He then
said to the paralytic, ‘Rise, pick up your stretcher, and go home.’"

Friday, Jul 07, 2023
Make a wish come true
When asked what he wished for his birthday on July 7, 2008, the
Beatle’s drummer Ringo Starr replied, “Peace and love.” That
simple wish grew into International Peace and Love Day
celebrated around the world and even in outer space when a
message of peace and love was sent from the International Space
Station in 2020. Of course, wishing doesn’t make it so. Start small.
A little show of mercy and forgiveness will go a long way toward
creating a world of peace and love.

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67; Matthew 9:9-
13 (381). “Go and learn the meaning of the words, I desire mercy,
not sacrifice.”

Saturday, Jul 08, 2023
New wine for modern minds
Do you know anybody who sews patches on an old coat or drinks
wine out of a wineskin? And that’s exactly the point of the Lord’s
teaching. It is the work of preachers, teachers, and translators to
rearticulate the ancient truths of Christianity in terms that 21st-
century learners can understand. Otherwise, much of the
language and images of the ancient texts just keeps getting
recycled. Pray for the preachers and teachers who have positively
influenced you.

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 27:1-5, 15-29; Mathew 9:14-17 (382).
“People do not put new wine into old wineskins.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
©2023 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the
following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. For more
information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app available online at
TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.
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ARE YOU CONSIDERING 
PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT 

IN THE CORPUS CHRISTI 
WEEKLY BULLETIN?

Jp

Now is a great time 
to call and  nd out 

how your sponsorship 
can n   only suppo   
our parish and our 

community, but grow 
your business at the 

same time!

Call 1.800.333.3166 
today for details on this 

great opportunity!

Fax: 973-966-7817
Cell: 973-214-3318

973-966-1699

HARDWOOD
CARPET
CERAMIC
REFINISHING

LAMINATE
BLINDS

VINYL
Commercial Residential

4 Lincoln Place
Madison, NJ 07940
Nicholas Gaudioso

Deirdre Coleman
Realtor/Sales Associate

186 Main Street
Chatham, NJ
Cell 973-464-8159

www.DeirdreDColeman.com
DColeman@turpinrealtors.com

Christina R. Carter, D.M.D.
Pediatric Dentistry 
and Orthodontics

~Specialty Permits 5365 & 5610~

973-540-1666
www.CarterSmileLLC.com

180 Main Street
 Madison, NJ 07940

Attention Bulletin Sponsors: If you are
currently including small social media icons in your 
advertisement, please consider placing the Finding 
Faber icon also–it will tell parishioners you are 
participating and they can fi nd you in the app! Email 
advertise@jppc.net ask for Social Media Icons with 
Finding Faber (i.e.           )
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Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

Watch our Video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41thUyj2hwA

PROVIDING CLEAN WATER, 
HEALTHY HOMES, HEALTH SERVICES

Improving the Quality of Life of Q’eqchi’ Mayas in Guatemala
Your Donation Can Change Our Lives ~ Every Dollar Counts

• $50 Supplies a Household with a Water Filtration System
• $300 Builds a Concrete Floor Replacing Existing Dirt Floor
• $400 Provides a Flush Latrine

Donate Online www.qpworks.org/give or by mail 
to Qeqchi Partners, P. O. Box 169 Sewickley, PA 15143-0169

JOHN’S PAINTING
Local Resident & Diocesan Member

(908) 604-8759
www.johnspaint.com

Chatham Collision Repair, Inc.
Auto Body & Mechanical Repair

 24 Hour Towing
Bill Palmer - License No. 0076-A

41 No. Passaic Ave • Chatham • 973-635-9428

The Gingham Giraffe 
Preschool

       234 Southern Blvd., Chatham, NJ
(973) 635-0033

               www.ginghamgiraffe.com
               Gail Luria Smith, Director

Salads • Cold Cuts • Sloppy Joe’s
973-822-1956973-822-1956
648 Shunpike Rd.
Chatham Twp., NJ

DELICATESSENDELICATESSEN
CATERINGCATERING

Open 6 Days A WeekOpen 6 Days A Week

RCPRCP
                      Rose City Paving Rose City Paving 
                        && ConstructionConstruction LLCLLC
                Mike ArtiglereMike Artiglere  973-524-0992

www.rcpandconstruction.com

In-Home Care For Seniors
Call for FREE Assessment

973-360-1500
Madison NJ

Licensed, Insured, 
Bonded & RN Supervised

Suburban Suburban 
ChiropracticChiropractic
CenterCenter

“Your Better Health is 
our Only Concern”

301 Main St.301 Main St.
Chatham, N.J.Chatham, N.J.

www.drmurphy.comwww.drmurphy.com
973-635-0036973-635-0036

Dr. Joseph MurphyDr. Joseph Murphy

25 Passaic Street25 Passaic Street
New Providence, NJ 07974New Providence, NJ 07974

(908) 665-1212(908) 665-1212

Specializing in
Short Term Rehab

& Long Term Nursing Care

www.ChathamHillsSubacute.com

973.822.1500

www.touchpointpediatrics.com

641 Shunpike Rd., Chatham, NJ 07928
www.dawnshallmarkshop.com

973-966-5495

Faith Shared with Future Genera  ons
Please remember Corpus Chris   in your estate planning

HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR COMMUNITY, HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the  app 
when you visit their establishments.
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