
SAINT KENNETH GUIDELINES FOR RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC MASSES

It is prudent that we prepare for a gradual “opening” of our parish for the celebration of the

Mass. The guidelines below are intended to assist you in the process, and they will be enforced.

The attention and cooperation of all the faithful will allow us collectively to do our part to avoid a

severe “second wave” of the Covid-19 virus. 

GENERAL INFORMATION AND MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION

Dispensation from the Sunday Obligation

As parishes prepare to begin public Sunday Mass, all the faithful in the Archdiocese of Detroit are

dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass through Sunday, September 6, 2020. Although the faithful

are dispensed from their Sunday obligation to attend Mass, they must observe the Lord’s Day and are encouraged

to spend time in prayer on Sunday; meditating on the Lord’s passion, death and resurrection (an excellent way to

do this is through participating in the broadcast of the Sunday Mass available on our parish website at

www.stkenneth.org).

Parishioners who are older than 65 years old (the recommended CDC age), with a compromised health

condition, or individuals caring for the sick in any way are strongly encouraged to stay home.  Anyone who is ill,

has a temperature, cough, etc., should definitely stay home as an act of justice to the whole community.  Clergy

with respiratory infections of any kind should avoid celebrating public Masses or administering the sacraments as

they are able to do so during this phase.  The same applies to other ministers: lectors, greeters, ushers, sacristans,

musicians, cantors, and servers. 

Necessary Conditions for the Resumption of Public Masses

The decision of Archbishop Vigneron to resume public Mass brings great joy; it also creates numerous

issues and challenges that are difficult, if not impossible to solve.   

1. The health and safety of Saint Kenneth Parishioners. Since the obligation to attend Sunday Mass has

been dispensed through September 6, 2020 – we strongly recommend that you remain home and view the

broadcast of the weekend liturgy on the parish website until government officials deem it safe to allow larger

groups of people to congregate in one enclosed space.

2. Church Capacity. Archdiocesan directives indicate that parish churches are not to exceed 25% of the

total capacity of the building. For Saint Kenneth this would amount to 200 people not counting the musicians,

ministers, lectors, servers, and sacristans. It is not yet known the level of attendance that we may see at the

various masses and therefore no easy solutions. To ensure compliance with the Archdiocesan  guidelines we will

have to remain limited to the first 200 parishioners at any given Mass. It is an unfortunate reality and an extremely

difficult challenge to be unable to accommodate all of the passionate faith community at Saint Kenneth. We ask

for your patience, understanding and support over the coming months as we move towards normalcy again. 

3. Face coverings. Archdiocesan and State directives order that masks are to be worn by the faithful in and

around the church (except for those under 2 years old.) The priest celebrant and deacon along with other

ministers need not wear masks during the liturgy when standing in the sanctuary, as they will be more than 6 feet

from the front pew. At Saint Kenneth our policy is “No Mask – No Mass”.

4. Physical distancing. Archdiocesan directives indicate that physical distancing will be practiced by

everyone within in the church building and all people on the church property, including the parking lot.  At Saint

Kenneth this will be another difficult challenge to meet.  We are currently trying to determine a “best practice”

seating configuration within the church.  We can easily determine that some pews will not be in used during the

Mass. Due to the requirements of social distancing, ushers will direct you to an available pew and seating will be

done from the center of the pew outwards towards the aisles. The directives of the AOD indicate that married

couples or families should be allowed to sit adjacent to each other. This will be another very difficult challenge to

overcome and will be determined based on attendance and availability of seating and cannot be guaranteed. 



5. Distribution of Holy Communion. The priest, deacon, and communion ministers will sanitize their hands

before distributing Holy Communion to the congregation. Distribution of the Precious Blood to the faithful is

suspended at this time. Holy Communion may not be distributed with gloves, nor may it be received in the hand if

someone is wearing a glove. The consecrated Communion Host will only be distributed in the hand of the person

receiving the Eucharist.                                                                     

At Saint Kenneth, the following directives apply to the all individuals receiving the Eucharist. Physical

distancing should be observed when coming forward to receive Holy Communion; and while returning to your

seat. The aisles will be marked to maintain a 6 foot distance between people. The faithful should keep their facial

mask in place in order to minimize germ transmission between the minister distributing Holy Communion and the

person receiving the Eucharist. After receiving Holy Communion in their hand, the faithful should carefully move

aside about 6 feet, then remove their face mask to receive the Body of Christ. Due to the limited space in the

sacristy, those in need of a low-gluten host should contact Father Belczak prior to each Mass. The communion

ministers will sanitize their hands after distribution of Holy Communion.  All communion vessels will be purified

and cleaned with soap and hot water after every Mass.

6. Restrooms. Unfortunately, our public restrooms will be CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE due to the

inability to properly sanitize and wipe down every surface touched by individuals who may have used the facility.

If because of age, medication, or underlying health issues you are unable to worship for an hour without the use

of the restroom; you are encouraged to remain home. 

7. Other Matters.

a. Holy Water Fonts will remain empty.

b. The offertory procession will be omitted. The cruets with wine and water along with the priest’s 

chalice and the paten with hosts to be consecrated will be placed on the altar prior to the 

beginning of Mass. 

c. The invitation to exchange the Sign of Peace will be omitted.

d. Doors to the church will either be propped open or a minister will open the door as you enter 

and leave the church.

e. Song books and hymnals will not be used by the congregation. An individual song sheet including 

the Gloria, Creed, and the Saint Kenneth post-communion prayer will be provided for each       

person attending Mass. At the end of the Mass, this “one time use” worship aid should be 

dropped in a designated container at the doors of the church so that it can be properly recycled.

f. We have ample parking space available in our parking lot. We encourage proper distancing as you 

walk in the parking lot before and after Mass, and be mindful that you might want to leave an 

extra parking space between your car and the next car when parking in our parking lot.

The pandemic is not over and

these guidelines will be

enforced in order to protect the

health and safety of everyone in

our community.  

Above all – please stay safe,

stay optimistic, and most

importantly stay healthy!


