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January 14 -  January 20 
 

Monday,  1/14 900 a.m.   Don Smith 
Tuesday, 1/15 9:00 a.m.  William Dierler 
Wednesday, 1/16       9:00 a.m. Laurin Balkam 
       7:30 p.m.  Ryan O’Connor 
Thursday, 1/17       9:00 a.m.  Legion of Mary  
   Deceased Members 
Friday,  1/18 9:00 a.m.  Terry Ethridge 
Saturday, 1/19   9:00 a.m.   Josephine DeSua 
 5:00 p.m.  Selwyn DeSouza 
Sunday, 1/20 8:00 a.m.   Terry Ethridge 

 9:30 a.m.   Pro populo 
 11:15 a.m. Zenaida Nabor 
 5:00  p.m.  George Duncan Alexander 

Please pray for the sick…Fred Theurer, Pat Hunt, Trenton Faulk-
ner, Donna Marchick, Dennis Parnell, Ed Dudenhoeffer, Jackie 
Roebuck King, Jeni Stepanek. (Names will remain on this list for 

four consecutive weeks, but can be repeated by calling the Of-

fice.) 

 Readings for the Week of January 13, 2019 
 

Sunday:  Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 
  29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
Monday: Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9 [cf. 7c]/
  Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday:  Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 7]/ 
  Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/ 
  Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday:  Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11 [8]/ 
  Mk 1:40-45 
Friday:   Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8 [cf. 7b]/
  Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [cf, Jn 6:63c]/
  Mk 2:13-17 
Next Sunday:  Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/ 
  1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord which 
marks the end of the Christmas season.  We return to Ordinary 
Time until Ash Wednesday, which will be on March 6, 2019.  
The Baptism of the Lord is the feast day that commemorates the 
Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River by John the Baptist.  Today 
we only commemorate two major feasts days with eight days of 
celebration called an Octave.  These are Christmas and Easter.  
Prior to 1955 there was also an Octave for the Epiphany.  In that 
year Pope Pius XII instituted a separate liturgical commemora-
tion for the Baptism of the Lord.  The Holy Father established 
January 13 as the date of the commemoration.  He also used the 
Office and Mass for the Octave of the Epiphany that he had abol-
ished for the new commemoration.  In 1969 Pope St. Paul VI set 
the date for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord as the first Sun-
day after January 6.  With that change the feast could be cele-
brated as early as January 9 but no later than January 13 (as it is 
this year).  Pope St. John Paul II began a custom whereby on the 
feast of the Baptism of the Lord, the Pope baptizes infants in the 
Sistine Chapel. 
 

At the beginning of a New Year, people often make resolutions 
that they hope to carry out during the New Year.  Some popular 
resolutions include improving one’s physical well-being by eat-
ing healthy food, losing weight, exercising more, drinking less 
alcohol, quitting smoking, stopping biting one’s nails, etc.  All of 
these are good things to do.  I would encourage anyone who 
wants to pursue these worthy goals to do so!  
 

I was listening recently to a podcast by Bishop Robert Barron on 
New Year’s Resolutions and want to pass on to three suggestions 
to practice in the New Year.  I like the fact that there are only 
three resolutions.  When I make a list of things, my success rate 
decreases in proportion to the number of items on the list.  I’ll 
have a greater chance at success if there are only three items in-
stead of six or twelve items.   At least for me, less is more!  Let 
me give you Bishop Barron’s three suggestions. 
 

1. Prayer.  Thomas Merton was once asked by someone 
how to improve one’s life of prayer.  Merton’s advice 
was to find the time to do it.  We need to find time each 
day to lift our minds and hearts to God.  There are sev-
eral time-honored practices that can be helpful.  One is 
the Rosary, especially if we take the time to contemplate 
the mysteries while praying the Our Father and Hail 
Marys aloud.  Another practice would be to pray the 
Jesus Prayer:  Lord Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on 

me a sinner.  In the Eastern Christian tradition, a person 
inhales while saying the first part of the prayer:  Lord 
Jesus, Son of God and exhales while saying the second 
part:  Have mercy on me a sinner!  We can pray this 
quietly during a time of adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament.  Or we can pray in the car instead of pound-
ing on the dash board in frustration when the traffic isn’t 
moving.  A third suggestion here is going to Mass.  If 
we are not attending Sunday Mass on a regular basis, 
that would be my first suggestion here:  attend Mass 
each weekend!  If we already attend each weekend, look 
at attending one day or several days during the week. 

 

Continued in the column to the right…... 

+ In Memoriam Aeternam + 
In your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of George 
Berard, grandfather of Jack Berard, Reverend Thomas A. Gude, 
Archdiocese of Washington. 



The Baptism of the Lord 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

How does my baptism affect the way I live my life? Does 

prayer help guide me? 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR (continued) 
 

2. Forgiving an enemy.  In this case an enemy could be 
someone whom we find annoying or who bugs us.  I 
suggest that we should seek to be reconciled with any-
one with whom we feel estranged.  I remember the sad 
story of two sisters who lived across the street from each 
other.  For many years they had not spoken to one an-
other over some long-forgotten matter.  One day, one of 
the sisters started to cross the street in an effort to be 
reconciled with her sister.  Half way across the street she 
lost her nerve and came back.  Shortly after that her sis-
ter suddenly died.  The surviving sister then lived with 
the sense of regret that they had not reconciled with each 
another before it was too late.  If you are reading this 
and you can think of someone with whom you should be 
reconciled, I would advise you to do something concrete 
about it now:  make a phone call, write a note, or make a 
visit.  Don’t put off to tomorrow what you should do 
today! 

3. Comforting the afflicted.  Dorothy Day once made a 
remark that if we are baptized Christians serious about 
living the Christian life, then we should practice each 
day the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.  I am 
not going to list all of them here.  But I want to focus on 
a particular spiritual work of mercy:  Comforting the 

afflicted.  We all know people who are ill, lonely, anx-
ious, bored, or afraid.  We should reach out to them.  St. 
Teresa of Calcutta observed that the greatest poverty 
people in places like New York, London, Chicago, or 
Washington face is spiritual poverty:  the poverty of 
being unloved.  Let’s see what we can do this year about 
bringing comfort to someone who needs it.  

 

A final thought as we begin this New Year.  This comes from St. 
Augustine: “Bad times!  Troublesome times!  These men are say-
ing.  Let our lives be good; and the times are good.  We make our 
times; such as we are, such are the times.” 
 

Until next week, 
 

Fr. John 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM OUR 

 SUNDAY CROSSING GUARD 
 

Suggestions for a wonderful New Year’s Resolution when  
entering & exiting the church parking lot: 

 

1) Please use your turn signals coming in and going out. 
2) Please use the correct lane in exiting the church. 
3) Most important!  Please pay attention to the Crossing Guard 

and not the traffic. 

WELCOME to the Family of Christ! 
The following individuals and their families recently joined 
our St. Francis faith community during the month of Decem-
ber: 
 Michael Delos Trinos 
 John & Aurora Estrella 
 Terri Moraca 
 K. C. Ramirez 
       

The following children were baptized during the month of  
December: 
 Molly Ann Ciavolella 
 Brayden Alexander King Foy 
 Eli Latevi Lawson 
 Mary Elrita Quinones 

SAVE THE DATE 
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 

DINNER DANCE 
 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2019 

Watch the bulletin for additional details. 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS 2018 
Many thanks to all who contributed to our Alternative Christmas 
Program.  Through your kind generosity, we collected $8,630 to 
support the good works of our participating charities in the DC 
Metro area, in Haiti, and throughout the world. 
 

  CHARITY  AMOUNT 

 SFA Haiti Medical Mission $2,040 
 SFA MCIRRN   $   830 
 Heifer International  $1,060 
 Montgomery Hospice  $    350 
 L’Arche    $    210 
 Little Sisters of the Poor  $1,095 
 SOME    $1,545 
 St. Ann’s Center    $    815 
 UMAN    $    685 

LAST WEEKEND FOR CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

COAT DRIVE 
Have any gently used and clean winter gear crowding your clos-
ets? Donate them to the Catholic Charities Annual Coat Drive, 
which is in need of coats, hats, gloves, mittens and scarves to be 
dropped off in the Gathering Space this weekend. Individuals are 
also needed to help sort the donated items after the 9 am Daily 
Mass on Wednesday, January 16. For more information, please 
contact Director of Social Concerns and Adult Faith Formation 
Tony Bosnick at abosnick@sfadw.org.  



January 13, 2019 

POOR BOX DONATION – The donations for next week-
end will go to the Upper  Montgomery Assistance Network 
(UMAN).  Thank you for your generosity. 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PRAYER CHAIN     If you 
have a prayer request, please contact Marianne Bullen, (301) 963-
3420 or mariannebu@comcast.net with your requests. 

ROSARY FOR PRIESTS 
Every Wednesday evening at 6:45 p.m. we pray the rosary for our 
priests before the 7:30 p.m. Mass. 

HOLY HOUR FOR THE DYING 
On Thursday evenings in the St. Clare’s Chapel in the Rectory, a 
prayer group meets at 7:00 p.m. to pray for the dying.  This is a 
Holy Hour Devotion for the Dying.  As a central work of our 
Catholic faith, we are called to pray for the dying, especially for 
those who may die suddenly, unprepared to face God. For addi-
tional information, please call the Parish Office, (301) 840-1407. 

LAMB OF GOD PRAYER MEETING  Join the Lamb of God 
Prayer Group for worship and the study of Scripture on Tuesday, 
January 15, 7:30 p.m., St. Clare’s Chapel in the Rectory. For de-
tails, please call Louise, (301) 977-5217.  

ROSARY CENACLE OF OUR LADY, QUEEN OF PEACE  
Cenacle of Our Lady, Queen of Peace to pray for priests and vo-
cations, 2:00 p.m. in the St. Clare’s Chapel (Rectory) every Sun-
day.  Please join us. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring or 
readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, Unity 
and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many St. Francis 
activities and has many social events.  The KofC offers life and 
long term care insurance opportunities as well as annuities.  A 
new opportunity:  join as an Online Member for $30 per year; go 
to www.kofc.org and click on “Join Us”.  If you wish you can 
join the Council later.  If interested in learning more, contact Gary 
Palmer (301-948-6494 or email gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

LAST CALL FOR COMMITMENT CARDS FOR THE 

OFFERTORY STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM! 
Thank you to the 185 parishioners who have returned Commit-
ment Cards for the parish Offertory Stewardship Program, 
“Responding to God’s Call to Love and to Serve.” Just over 20 
percent of St. Francis parishioners have responded to the call to 
support our church and we thank everyone who made a new com-
mitment to financially support our Religious Education program, 
Youth Ministry, Adult Faith Formation Ministry and Social Con-
cerns Ministry, among many others. With one more week remain-
ing in the official program, we ask parishioners to please return 
their Commitment Cards, so we can capture as many people as 
possible in the Summary Report to be generated this month. For 
more information, contact the Parish Office at (301) 840-1407.  

UPDATE ON THE REFUGEE FAMILIES HELPED 

BY ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 
The St. Francis Pax Christi Ministry continues to provide critical 
support to recently resettled refugee families in our area. Work-
ing with an interfaith alliance of Montgomery County faith com-
munities, St. Francis is helping three families – two from Syria 
and one from the Central Republic of Africa. We provide support 
with transportation, English tutoring, help with medical appoint-
ments, babysitting while the parents attend medical appointments, 
coordination with the children’s schools, budget management 
support, employment assistance and social support. We also help 
with completing paperwork and coordinating appointments nec-
essary to achieve permanent residency in the United States.  
 

Thanks to the generous financial contributions of St. Francis pa-
rishioners, we have also provided critical emergency financial 
support. We have recently offered emergency rental assistance to 
one family suffering from a job loss, assistance for expenses as-
sociated with intensive dental work for another family and rental 
assistance while the breadwinner of the family recovered from 
surgery. 
 

The greatest needs at this time are to find stable employment for 
the men in two of the families who recently lost their jobs. One of 
the men has skills as an electrician’s helper and general handy-
man. His English language skills are moderate but progressing. 
The other gentleman has a college degree in Environmental Sci-
ence from Syria, is driving for Uber, but is hoping to find a posi-
tion that more fully uses his skills. His English is quite good, as 
he worked as an Arabic to English translator. Both men drive and 
have transportation. If you can help either in this area, or for 
more information about our refugee families, please contact Pax 
Christi members Mary Kate Ryner at rynoslp@msn.com or Chris 
King at caking.home@gmail.com. 

THE SATURDAY MORNING SPIRITUAL READING 

GROUP INVITES YOU TO JOIN US  

FOR A NEW BOOK! 
The Saturday Morning Spiritual Reading Group – a diverse group 
of men and women in different life stages who all share a love of 
books and discussion – will begin a new book at 8 am Saturday, 
January 19 in the Rectory’s Assisi Room.  
 

In the new book, The Fragility of Order: Catholic Reflections on 

Turbulent Times, author George Weigel takes readers through 
world events, such the First World War, the collapse of commu-
nism and two recent U.S. presidencies, as seen through his dis-
tinctive cultural and moral lens. The biographer of St. Pope John 
Paul II, George Weigel is also a political analyst and social activ-
ist. He currently serves as a Distinguished Senior Fellow of the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center.  
 

Read a review of the book at: https://cruxnow.com/book-
review/2018/04/15/george-weigel-weathering-turbulent-times-
with-stouthearted-friends/. To reserve a copy of the book and join 
the discussion, please contact Ministry Coordinator Trish Olin at 
(240) 355-5753 or e-mail her at mpolin@comcast.net.  



ST. FRANCIS YOUTH MINISTRY  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
  

 

 

JANUARY 2019 

13  Youth Group Reconvenes 

18 March for Life 
 

GET SOCIAL 
Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @ SFADWYOUTH. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS/EVENTS YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS/EVENTS 
 

CATECHESIS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH  

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
Our parish offers monthly catechetical sessions specifically de-
signed for children and youth with special needs and their fami-
lies. Our next session will be today, Sunday, January 13 from 
3:30-4:30 pm in the St. Clare Room. If you would like to learn 
more about these sessions, or if you are interested in serving as a 
catechist or aide for children with special needs, please call Susan 
Anderson, Director of Religious Education, at 301-258-9193.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 
Children of St. Francis of Assisi Parish will be receiving the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation for the first time this Saturday, January 
19 at 10:00 am.  Please pray for these children as they prepare for 
and receive the gift of God’s forgiveness in this beautiful Sacra-
ment. 
 

RE CLASS SCHEDULE REMINDERS 
Please note that Religious Education classes will not meet next 
week, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, January 20, 21 and 22, in 
honor of the Martin Luther King Day holiday. 
 

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATE SESSION:  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22 
Confirmation candidates will meet on Tuesday, January 22, for 

Confirmation class from 6:45-8:30 pm in the Parish Center.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY 
If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed, and if schools 
are dismissed early, Religious Education classes, including Youth 
Group are also cancelled. This applies to Sunday classes as well 
if Montgomery County Public Schools announces cancellation of 
weekend school activities. Cancellation announcements will be 
recorded on the Religious Education Office phone (301-258-
9193) and posted on the St. Francis Parish website and Facebook 
page (“St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church”).  Whenever in 
doubt, please use your own judgment about local weather and 
driving conditions, and err on the side of safety when making 
decisions about bringing your child to class.  

AMAZONSMILE ENABLES ST. FRANCIS  

TO INCREASE FUNDRAISING  

THROUGH ONLINE SHOPPING 
Christmas Shopping is done, but St. Francis parishioners can still 
support our church whenever they’re shopping online at Ama-
zon.com. St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church recently became a 
recipient of AmazonSmile, which enables the church to receive 
0.5 percent of the price of eligible AmazonSmile purchases you 
make. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7174107 and start 
shopping!  One caveat: we are currently listed as ‘St. Francis of 
Assisi Catholic Church, Location: Derwood, MA, not Derwood, 
MD.’ Rest assured that when you use the link above, your funds 
will support our church. This inaccuracy will be changed soon, 
but in the meantime, the percentage of your purchases will go to 
support our St. Francis of Assisi Church of Derwood, MD.   For 
more information, please contact Fr. Jack Berard at jber-
ard@sfadw.org. 

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 
www.StJudeRockville.org 

 

ENROLLMENT FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

OPENS JANUARY 1 
Open enrollment for new families begins on January 1, 
2019.  During Open Enrollment applications will be taken on a 
first come first serve basis.  Please register by following the links 
on our school website at www.stjuderockville.org. Go to Admis-
sion, then Apply Now, then Enrollment: TADS: Online Registra-
tion and Enrollment.   

 

OPEN HOUSE 
We would love to share the story of our school with 

you. Attend St. Jude Regional Catholic School Open House to 
see our wonderful teachers in action and experience our welcom-
ing community first-hand. SJRCS will be hosting an Open House 
on: 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 
9:00-11:30 am and 6:00-8:00 pm 

 

4th ANNUAL SJRCS INTERNATIONAL DAY! 
We invite you to travel… 

All Over the World! 

Friday, February 1st at 10:00 am 

We would love Parishioners to share their cultural heritage with 
the students. We are asking volunteers to set up a booth that 
represents your country of origin. The booth will contain differ-
ent artifacts from your country (flags, posters, photographs, art, 
etc.) We are also asking that you bring samples of food from your 
country for the students to try at International Day (small appetiz-
ers, small desserts, etc.). This will be a fun community event for 
the parents and kids! Please email Mrs. Balog at: 
Katharine.Balog@stjuderockville.org to let her know what coun-
try you would like to represent, and how you would like to help. 

MAKE PRAYING THE ROSARY ONE OF YOUR 

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS! 
Join the Spanish Ministry in praying the Rosary en espanol at 
6:30 pm on the first and third Tuesday of each month in the 
church. Because the New Year holiday fell on the first Tuesday of 
January, the ministry members will recite the Rosary this month 
on Tuesday, January 22 in the church. Please join us!  For more 
information about the Spanish Ministry, please contact Ministry 
Coordinators Will Garcia at wagarcia@comcast.net and Lourdes 
Garcia at legarcia@comcast.net.  



YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED 
Domestic violence refers to a pattern of violent and coercive be-
havior by one adult over another in an intimate relationship. It can 
consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of abuse, in-
cluding threats and control. If you experience any form of abuse, 
please know that there is help. Call the National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. To learn more about domestic 
violence, please visit www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

NATIONAL TELEPHONE ROSARY 
A National Telephone Rosary in recognition of Fatima is held on 
the 13th of each month at 8:00 pm by the National Council of 
Catholic Women.  Call 515-739-1261 and insert code 703993#. 
Questions? Contact Province Director Cindy Perry 
at cindy.perry@hotmail.com. 
  

COLLECTION FOR CHURCH MISSIONS  

IN THE UNITED STATES 
This weekend, the Archdiocese of Washington will take up a col-
lection for Church Missions in the United States. This collection 
supports home mission dioceses in this country that are unable to 
offer their people basic liturgical, pastoral, and service ministries 
without outside help. It also supports vulnerable Black and Native 
American communities with funds for parish support and evange-
lization needs. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

BROWN BAG CONVERSATION ON JANUARY 13 
The Gift: Your Call to Greatness by Christopher West 
Sunday, January 13 from 1-2:30 pm in the Rectory's Youth Room 
Doors open at 12:45 pm for Brown Bag lunch and fellowship. 
 

“The human body includes right from the beginning... the capac-

ity of expressing love, that love in which the person becomes a 

gift – and by means of this gift – fulfills the meaning of his being 

and existence.” - 
 --St. John Paul II 
 

In Your Call to Greatness, author and theologian Christopher 
West unfolds God’s amazing plan for our life.  This DVD teach-
ing addresses some of the most fundamental and universal ques-
tions of human existence, including: 

• What is our “call to greatness” and what is the key to unlock-

ing it? 

• What will bring the happiness we all long for? 

• What is the “gift” that God desires to give us? 

• What does it mean to be “made male and female in the image 

and likeness of God?” 

• How can I live my life in a way that brings true happiness 

and fulfillment?  
 

After the teaching, enjoy open, honest conversation with fellow 
parishioners.  For more information, contact Adult Faith Forma-
tion Team Member Medy DeAusen, medydeausen@comcast.net. 

HAITI BENEFIT CONCERT ON JANUARY 18  

FEATURES THE FLUTE, VIOLA & HARP 
Already missing the music and majesty of the Christmas season? 
Experience some beautiful music by attending the Haiti Benefit 
Concert at 7:30 pm Friday, January 18, in the church. The concert 
will feature Trio Sirènes, an all-female group of Baltimore Sym-
phony Orchestra musicians playing the flute, viola and harp. No 
admission is charged, but donations are appreciated and will 
benefit the Haiti Medical Mission.  
 

Don’t miss this classical music concert, which will feature works 

by composers Claude Debussy and Astor Piazzolla. It promises to 

be a great night out for music lovers of any age, from seniors to 

young children! For more information, contact Director of Music 

Ministry Janet Pate at sfadwmusic@gmail.com or Haiti Ministry 

Coordinator Dan Cardile at dancardile@yahoo.com.  

GENUINE FRIENDSHIPS ALSO FOUND  

AT SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS 
It’s no secret that participants in Small Groups have forged a 
deeper relationship with God through their weekly readings of 
Scripture and discussion to better understand the spiritual text. 
But members of Small Groups have frequently noted the friend-
ships they’ve made in Small Groups, making wave-and-hello 
relationships at St. Francis ones of genuine warmth and trust.  
 

Are you ready to get to know your fellow parishioners as friends? 
Then, join one of the Gospel of Luke Small Groups, which are 
beginning to meet the week of January 14. The second round of 
discussions around this well-known Gospel narrative will focus 
on Luke chapters 12-24. But, in addition to better understanding 
these narratives of Jesus’ life, you will gain insight and learn 
from the experiences of your fellow Small Group members. And 
perhaps find a new group of friends, who similarly seek to en-
hance their faith lives.  
 

There are currently openings in the Gospel of Luke Small Groups 
that meet on Monday and Tuesday nights in homes, on Wednes-
day afternoons at the Rectory, and on Saturday mornings in the 
Rectory’s Youth Room (Men of Emmaus Small Group). Current 
members of the Gospel of Luke Small Groups are also encour-
aged to pick up their new discussion books at the Rectory before 
their first meeting. For more information or to find a Gospel of 
Luke Small Group that would be a good fit for you, please con-
tact Director of Social Concerns and Adult Faith Formation Min-
istry Tony Bosnick at abosnick@sfadw.org.    

WOMEN OF PRAYER (St. Martin’s Gaithersburg) 
We invite all women of the Parish ages 18 and above to join us. 
We gather as Catholic women to learn more about our faith and 
support each other on our daily journeys through friendship and 
prayer. Our next event is on Saturday, January 19 where we will 
watch a video from Bishop Robert Barron’s “Catholicism: The 
Pivotal Players - a multi-part film series that illumines a handful 
of saints, artists, mystics, and scholars who not only shaped the 
life of the Church but changed the course of civilization.” We will 
watch and discuss St. Catherine of Sienna (The Mystic). We will 

meet in the School Library following the 9 a.m. Mass where a 
light breakfast will be served. Please bring a friend! Information 
can also be found on the Women of Prayer website: https://
www.stmartinsweb.org/women-of-prayer. If you have any ques-

tions, contact Rose Churilla at Rozanne7@comcast.net.   


