
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 

 

 

 
 

July 5 - July 11 
 

Monday, 7/5 9:00 a.m.      Anna Marie Kuzma 
Tuesday, 7/6 9:00 a.m.      Antonio Faria 
Wednesday, 7/7 9:00 a.m.      Alice Reising 
 7:30 p.m.      Olga Carbonara 
Thursday, 7/8 9:00 a.m.      John Loh 
Friday, 7/9 9:00 a.m.      Deacon Leonard Cain 
Saturday, 7/10 5:00 p.m.      Olga Carbonara 

Sunday, 7/11 8:00 a.m.      Helen Harvey 
 9:30 a.m.      Lynn Krafchik 

 11:15 a.m.    Carol Irene Church Harmon 

 5:00 p.m.      Pro Populo 
 

Mass Intentions will be prayed for in a private daily Mass 
said by Fr. John if not prayed for in a public Mass. 

Please pray for the sick…Jeanette Davidson, Debra Price, Bar-
bara Schmidt, Mary Cutting, Angelica Santos, Jackie Komlo, 
Allison Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, Bob Jones, William 
Komlo, Sandra Kimball, Ed Dudenhoeffer, Jackie Roebuck King, 
Jeni Stepanek. (Names will remain on this list for four consecutive 

weeks, but can be repeated by calling the Office.) 

 

 Readings for the Week of  July 4, 2021 
 

Sunday:  Ez 2:2-5/Ps 123:1-2, 2, 3-4 [2cd]/2 Cor 12:7-
  10/Mk 6:1-6a 
Monday:  Gn 28:10-22a/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15 ab [cf. 2b]/
  Mt 9:18-26 
Tuesday:  Gn 32:23-33/Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15 
  [15a]/Mt 9:32-38 
Wednesday:  Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 
  18-19 [22]/Mt 10:1-7 
Thursday:  Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Ps 105:16-17, 18-
  19, 20-21 [5a]/Mt 10:7-15 
Friday:   Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-
  40 [39a]/Mt 10:16-23 
Saturday:  Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7 
  [cf. Ps 69:33]/Mt 10:24-33 
Next Sunday:  Am 7:12-15/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/ 
  Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
 

Today we celebrate Independence Day, the anniversary of our 
country’s founding.  We should appreciate our freedom to wor-
ship as we desire, while we aspire to build a more perfect union, 
provide for the common defense, and promote the general wel-
fare.   It is important for us to see where we need to keep working 
and persevere in that task.  Let’s talk about something that has 
been talked about in the papers and on social media. 
 

Racism and voting has been much discussed in the news in recent 
weeks and months.  It is timely to look at some remarks that the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) made on 
this topic in Open Wide:  The Enduring Call to Love, their 2018 
pastoral letter against racism.  The USCCB has issued a well-
written background sheet on “Racism and Voting” that will be 
my source of information for what I say in this column today.  
Here is the link for the background position paper for those who 
wish to consult it directly:  racism-and-voting.pdf (usccb.org). 
 

In the November 2018 pastoral letter against racism, Open Wide 
Our Hearts, the Catholic bishops of the United States urge all 
Catholics to acknowledge “the scourge of racism” that still exists 
in our hearts, words, actions, and institutions. Racism can be indi-
vidual, when persons fail to recognize certain groups as created in 
the image and likeness of God and equal in dignity, or it can be 
systemic, where practices or policies treat certain groups of peo-
ple unjustly. One example of systemic racism is lack of access to 
the vote for some communities of color. 
 

The Church teaches that all persons have both a legal right and a 
responsibility to have their voice heard in the public square to 
promote human dignity and the common good of society. As peo-
ple of faith, we have the obligation to help shape the moral char-
acter of society by voting and other acts of public participation. 
We also must act to ensure that the right to vote is protected for 
all citizens. This has often been threatened for many minorities in 
the U.S. 
 

Sixty years ago, the United States Commission on Civil Rights 
documented a history of pervasive discrimination toward minori-
ties in all aspects of voting, despite the 1870 Fifteenth Amend-
ment that prohibits denying citizens the right to vote because of 
"race, color, or previous condition of servitude.” Since the 1870s, 
threats of violence and actual violence, especially in the South, 
had been used to discourage African Americans from voting. 
Government officials openly opposed minority voting. For exam-
ple, U.S. Senator Theodore Bilbo of Mississippi called for Klans-
men to visit African Americans the night before elections to send 
a message that they should not try to vote. Poll “taxes” became a 
part of the election system in many states, requiring money from 
poor sharecroppers for voting privileges. Literacy tests were an-
other systematic attempt to deny voters of color access to the 
voting booth: in states where educational opportunities for mi-
norities were very limited, many African Americans had little or 
no literacy skills. Some of these tests were designed so no one 
could pass, such as demands to recite the entire U.S. Constitution 
or to count the bubbles in a bar of soap to prove math abilities. 
Gerrymandering, the practice of redrawing voting district 
boundaries, was historically used to suppress the African Ameri-
can vote. 
 

Continued in the column to the right….. 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
  

Offertory:  June 20/June 27  $36,382 

   (includes online giving) 

Two-week Budget Estimate  $36,964 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 



July 4, 2021 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

How is Christ made manifest in me through my 

own weaknesses? 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
 

These injustices prompted the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which 
was initially successful in eliminating many of the barriers to 
voting for minorities. However, a 2018 Report by the U.S. Com-
mission on Civil Rights detailed a decline in the Act’s enforce-
ment. The report suggests Latino Americans, Native Americans, 
and African Americans are facing new barriers to voting. Some 
Catholic voices are raising concerns about voter identification 
laws seen in many states in recent years. The Maryland Catholic 
Conference opposed one such legislative proposal in 2017, which 
would “make voting more difficult for people with disabilities, 
the elderly, and the poor,” who “have already established their 
identities via voter registration.” 
 

State Catholic conferences have also been vocal about other is-
sues related to access to voting, including gerrymandering and 
restoration of voting rights. Others raise concerns about restric-
tions on early voting, lack of local and accessible registration 
opportunities and precinct voting locations (especially true in the 
South and on Native American reservations), and illegal purges 
of voting rolls, which disproportionately affect African-American 
and Latino American voters. One in ten Latinos have been har-
assed at polling places. 
 

Today, too many barriers to the right to vote remain for minori-
ties. In response, we are called to work to ensure that all are able 
to exercise their rights, as faithful citizens, to raise their voices in 
the public square. 
 

Let me end my column today with this thought: 
 

“Racism can only end if we contend with the policies and institu-
tional barriers that perpetuate and preserve the inequality – eco-
nomic and social – that we still see all around us.” – U.S. bishops, 
Open Wide Our Hearts. 
 

Until next week, 

Fr. John 

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED 

MONDAY, JULY 5TH 

 

WELCOME to the Family of Christ! 
The following individuals and their families recently 
joined our St. Francis faith community during the month 
of June: 
  

 Alison & Kevin Filano 
 Neghist Girma 
   

The following children were baptized during the month 
of  June: 
 Anthony Noel Lopez Avelar 
 Harrison Patrick O’Brien 
 Graham Henry Stein 

JOIN OUR VIRTUAL PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 

WHICH WE WILL CONTINUE 
Even as our church parish begins easing back into normalcy, 
there are still several virtual prayer opportunities in which parish-
ioners can continue taking part. Through Zoom, the parish contin-
ues offering the following prayer opportunities:  
 

• Morning Prayer at 7:30 am every day.  

• Rosary in Spanish at 6:30 pm on Tuesdays.  

• Rosary in English at 4 pm on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays.  

• Evening Prayer at 7:30 pm every day.  
 

Please access the Zoom links to these prayer opportunities at 
https://www.sfadw.org/ordinary-time. Whether you join these 
virtual prayers because you are continuing to quarantine or sim-
ply want to share in convenient, communal prayer, you are al-
ways welcome to join. If you are interested in serving as a host 
for Morning or Evening Prayer, then please contact Communica-
tions Coordinator Melissa Egan at megan@sfadw.org.   

PARISH TO SOON SPORT LOGOS FOR GENERAL 

USE & OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
As the parish looks forward to commemorating its 50th anniver-
sary next year, it is a prime time to look at redesigning the parish 
logo. The parish recently contracted with an independent graphic 
designer to redesign both the parish logo and a logo to be used for 
the parish’s 50th anniversary in June 2022. A Logo Design Team 
made up of Fr. John Dillon, staff members and parishioners with 
communications expertise will narrow down a field of designs 
and Fr. John will select the final design, with input from staff and 
the Parish Pastoral Council. Please look out for an unveiling of 
the logo in coming weeks.  

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL CHOOSES  

50TH ANNIVERSARY THEME 
The parish’s 50th Anniversary Planning Committee would like to 
thank everyone who submitted entries for the 50th Anniversary 
theme. With 16 unique entries submitted, the Parish Pastoral 
Council voted on and selected the following theme: Made in 

God’s Image: All Are Welcome! Because the winning entry was 
submitted anonymously, the Amazon gift card prize will be set 
aside for use later in the anniversary celebration. Planning Com-
mittee chairs Linda Foster and Sylvia Jones would like to thank 
everyone who took part in the choice of the theme. For more in-
formation or to join the Planning Committee, please contact Linda 
Foster at thebchmom@gmail.com or Sylvia Jones at decaf-
fqueen@gmail.com.   



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

PROGRAM UPDATES 
 

 REGISTRATION FOR 2021-2022 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION WILL OPEN IN MID-JULY 
 

We will be following with care the safety protocols required by 
Montgomery County and the Archdiocese of Washington as we 
make plans for next year’s Religious Education classes.  
 

We expect to continue to offer parents the option to teach their 
children at home (“homeschool” model) and also hope to return 
to some level of in-person classes with covid safety protocols in 
place.  
 

Families will choose the program model that works best for them. 
Calendar and frequency of in-person classes to be determined. 
 

• Two session times are expected for Kindergarten-Grade 5 

classes: Sunday morning and Monday afternoon. 

• Two session times are being planned for Grade 6, 7, and 8 

classes: Monday and Tuesday evenings. 

• Classes for children and youth with special needs will con-

tinue to be offered on Sunday afternoons. 
  

Please watch for updates on the parish website and through parish 
communications. We will announce plans and open registration 
for next year’s Religious Education program and sacramental 
preparation in mid-July.  
 

To receive email updates about our parish Religious Education 
program, including notice when registration opens, sign up for 
the Religious Education group found in Flocknote:  https://
SFADerwood.flocknote.com/ReligiousEducati. 
 

As we look ahead to next year’s Religious Education program, 
please consider whether you can serve as a catechist for our chil-
dren and young people. If you would like to learn more about this 
important ministry, please contact Susan Anderson, Director of 
Religious Education, at 301-258-9193. 
 

Information Regarding Sacramental Preparation for 2021-22 

Sacramental preparation for Reconciliation, Eucharist, Confirma-
tion, and full initiation in the adapted RCIA for children and 
teens seeking Baptism will also be offered in adapted formats as 
needed for compliance with covid protocols. 
 

• Since preparing for a sacrament involves formation in addi-

tion to grade-level catechesis, sacramental preparation at St. 
Francis is not grade specific and children are expected to have 
participated in religious education in the year prior to preparing 
for a sacrament. 

• Families requesting sacramental preparation for their child 

are asked to indicate this when registering for Religious Educa-
tion so that additional information can be provided.  Please note 
that there is a separate materials fee for sacramental preparation 
programs. 

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 

We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 

http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 

Instagram: stjuderockville 

Twitter: @StJudeRCS 
 

LOOKING FOR A WONDERFUL, 

 SPIRIT FILLED SCHOOL?  
St. Jude Regional Catholic School has openings in Kindergarten, 
1st, 2nd, 6th, and 7th. Limited seating! Contact the front office at 
3 0 1 - 9 4 6 - 7 8 8 8  o r  em a i l  E l l e n  D o n n e l l y  a t 
Ellen.Donnelly@stjuderockville.org. “Build yourselves up in 
your most holy faith, pray in the Holy Spirit.” Jude 1:20 
 

ORDER YOUR 2021 SCHOOL SUPPLIES NOW! 
Order your student's school supplies for the 2021-2022 school 
year by JULY 20TH! Kits are customized to the teachers of St. 
Jude Regional Catholic School, and will be waiting on your 
child's desk on the first day of school.  Please visit the following 
website https://www.educationalproducts.com/ShopPacks/  
School code: stj002. 

RIGHT TO LIFE OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY  
This year, Right to Life of Montgomery County will again have a 
pro-life booth at the Montgomery County Fair, August 13-21.  If 
you are interested in helping out at the booth please call Tharpa 
Roberts, (301) 962-5611 or rtl-omc@snk.mail.com.  If you volun-
teered in 2019, Tharpa will be calling you to see if you can help 
again this year.  Your help is greatly appreciated. 

HELP FOR MARRIAGES IN TROUBLE 
Is your marriage going down the right road or is it a little off 
track? Looking for a better way? The Retrouvaille Program is for 
married couples facing difficult challenges in their relationship. It 
is a Christian marriage program, Catholic in origin, in which cou-
ples of all faiths or no faith background are encouraged to attend. 
It can help you learn the tools of healthy communication, build 
intimacy, and heal. For confidential information about or to regis-
ter for the weekend on 3-5 September 2021, please 
visit  www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call 443–400–7017, or e-
mail:    3015@  HelpOurMarriage  .org. There is hope!  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH COORDINATOR NEEDED 
The Shady Grove Pregnancy Center is in need of a Community 
Outreach Coordinator. This full-time position works with the Ex-
ecutive Director in developing and maintaining fundraising pro-
jects and events, digital and social media communications, web-
site management, marketing, advertising, writing and planning 
outreach activities that advance the Center's name and services in 
the community. To apply please email your resume to execdirec-
tor@pregnancy-options.org to apply! 

Parents of registered campers and accepted teen 

volunteers: Watch your email for additional infor-

mation and updates as we prepare for VBC! 

Vacation Bible Camp: July 19-23, 2021 

for children age 4 through those who are complet-

ing 5th grade in June 2021 

Registration is now closed.  

PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 
Thank you for your generous support of last week’s Peter’s Pence 
Collection!  As a parish, we collected $842.  Our contributions 
will join those from our brothers and sisters around the world to 
help Pope Francis in his ministry to the Universal Church, includ-
ing relief to people in need and support for the Holy See.  If you 
missed the collection, it’s not too late to give.  Please visit 
www.usccb.org/peters-pence. 


