
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 

 

 

October 11 - October 17 
 

Monday, 10/11 9:00 a.m.      Bess Mitchell 
Tuesday, 10/12 9:00 a.m.      Monsignor Ralph Kuehner 
Wednesday, 10/13 9:00 a.m.      Guiseppe Valentino 

 7:30 p.m.      Joseph T. Stehle, Jr. 
Thursday, 10/14 9:00 a.m.      Don Smith 
Friday, 10/15 9:00 a.m.      Josephine Fang 
Saturday, 10/16 5:00 p.m.      Richard & Patricia Hunt 
Sunday, 10/17 8:00 a.m.      JimmyGierula 
 9:30 a.m.      Rosalina F. Ruiz 

 11:15 a.m.    Sylvia Ahimbisibwe Kaweesi 
 5:00 p.m.      Pro Populo 
 

Mass Intentions will be prayed for in a private daily Mass 
said by Fr. John if not prayed for in a public Mass. 

Please pray for the sick…Jim Guidry, Karen Mason, Debra 
Price, Barbara Schmidt, Mary Cutting, Angelica Santos, Jackie 
Komlo, Allison Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, Bob Jones, 
William Komlo, Sandra Kimball, Ed Dudenhoeffer, Jackie Roe-
buck King, Jeni Stepanek. (Names will remain on this list for four 

consecutive weeks, but can be repeated by calling the Office.) 

 Readings for the Week of  October 10, 2021 

Sunday:  Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [14]/ 
  Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30  
Monday:  Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [2a]/ 
  Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday:  Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [2a]/Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday:  Rom 2:1-11/Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9 [13]/Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday:  Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7]/ 
  Lk 11:47-54 
Friday:   Rom 4:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [cf. 7]/Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday:  Rom 4:13, 16-18/Ps 105:6-7, 8-9, 42-43 [8]/ 
  Lk 12:8-12 
Next Sunday:  Is 53:10-11/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 [22]/ 
  Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
 

October is both Respect Life Month and Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month.  There is certainly an important connection 
between the two events.  In observance of both events I am 
finishing the overview of Domestic Violence that is based on 
an important statement entitled When I Call for Help.  This 
statement was issued several years ago by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.  At the end of the column I 
am including the statement for Respect Life Month by 
Archbishop Joseph Naumann. 
 

Why Men Batter  Domestic violence is learned behavior. 
Men who batter learn to abuse through observation, experi-
ence, and reinforcement. They believe that they have a right to 
use violence; they are also rewarded, that is, their behavior 
gives them power and control over their partner. Abusive men 
come from all economic classes, races, religions, and occupa-
tions. The batterer may be a "good provider" and a respected 
member of his church and community. While there is no one 
type, men who abuse share some common characteristics. 
They tend to be extremely jealous, possessive, and easily an-
gered. A man may fly into a rage because his spouse called 
her mother too often or because she didn't take the car in for 
servicing. Many try to isolate their partners by limiting their 
contact with family and friends. 
 

Typically, abusive men deny that the abuse is happening, or 
they minimize it. They often blame their abusive behavior on 
someone or something other than themselves. They tell their 
partner, "You made me do this." 
 

Many abusive men hold a view of women as inferior. Their 
conversation and language reveal their attitude towards a 
woman's place in society. Many believe that men are meant to 
dominate and control women. 
 

Alcohol and drugs are often associated with domestic vio-
lence, but they do not cause it. An abusive man who drinks or 
uses drugs has two distinct problems: substance abuse and 
violence. Both must be treated. 
 

Why Women Stay  Women stay with men who abuse them 
primarily out of fear. Some fear that they will lose their chil-
dren. Many believe that they cannot support themselves, much 
less their children. When the first violent act occurs, the 
woman is likely to be incredulous. She believes her abuser 
when he apologizes and promises that it will not happen again. 
When it does—repeatedly—many women believe that if they 
just act differently they can stop the abuse. They may be 
ashamed to admit that the man they love is terrorizing them. 
Some cannot admit or realize that they are battered women. 
Others have endured trauma and suffer from battered woman 
syndrome. 

 

Continued in the column to the right…. 

 

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 11 

COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY 



October 10, 2021 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

What am I willing to leave behind in order to 

follow Jesus more fully? 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR continued 
 

REMEMBER: Some battered women run a high risk of being 

killed when they leave their abuser or seek help from the legal 

system. It is important to be honest with women about the 

risks involved. If a woman decides to leave, she needs to have 

a safety plan, including the names and phone numbers of shel-

ters and programs. Some victims may choose to stay at this 

time because it seems safer. Ultimately, abused women must 

make their own decisions about staying or leaving. 
 

Let me close the column today by presenting the Respect Life 
Month Statement for October 2021 presented by the Most Re-
vered Joseph F. Naumann, Chairman of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Ac-
tivities: 
 

The month of October brings with it our annual observance of 
Respect Life Month. As part of the Year of St. Joseph de-
clared by Pope Francis, this year’s celebration highlights the 
example of that great saint. 
 

As the faithful protector of both Jesus and Mary, we find in St. 
Joseph a profound reminder of our own call to welcome, safe-
guard, and defend God’s precious gift of human life. 
 

Despite the mysterious circumstances surrounding Mary’s 
pregnancy, St. Joseph took her into his home at the word of 
the angel. He guided their journey to Bethlehem, found shel-
ter, and welcomed the infant Jesus as his son. When Herod 
threatened the life of the Christ Child, St. Joseph left his 
homeland behind and fled with Jesus and Mary to Egypt. 
 

Like St. Joseph, we are also called to care for those God has 
entrusted to us–especially vulnerable mothers and children. 
We can follow in the footsteps of St. Joseph as protector by 
advocating against taxpayer-funded abortion, which targets 
the lives of millions of poor children and their mothers here in 
the United States. We can imitate his care and provision by 
helping to start Walking with Moms in Need at our parishes, 
"walking in the shoes" of mothers experiencing a difficult 
pregnancy, especially low-income mothers in our communi-
ties. 
 

At times, we may feel uncertain of our ability to answer the 
Lord’s call. But He invites us to faithfully respond, despite our 
own fears or weaknesses: “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 12:9).  
May we imitate St. Joseph’s faithful trust and courage as we 
work to uphold the dignity of every human life. St. Joseph, 
defender of life, pray for us! 
 

To learn more about preventing taxpayer-funded abortion, 

visit www.notaxpayerabortion.com. To walk with moms in 

n e e d  t h r o u g h  y o u r  l o c a l  p a r i s h ,  g o 

to www.walkingwithmoms.com. To join in prayer for the inter-

c e s s i o n  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ,  d e f e n d e r  o f 

life, visit www.respectlife.org/prayer-to-st-joseph . 
 

Until next week, 

Fr. John 

ST. FRANCIS DAY DURING 40 DAYS FOR LIFE 

CAMPAIGN IS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16 
Over the past year, many St. Francis of Assisi parishioners 
have relearned the power of prayer. During the 40 Days for 
Life campaign, local Catholics are called to stand witness at a 
local abortion facility to pray for the young mothers entering 
the clinics and the babies inside their wombs.  
 

Register to witness anytime through October 31 
at  www.40DaysforLife.com/Rockville or join St. Francis pa-
rishioners from 9 am-6 pm Saturday, October 16, when we 
will pray and stand in the presence of women who may be 
seeking an abortion at the facility located at Jackson Place, off 
Route 355 near Montgomery College, in Rockville.  
 

There are still many slots open on October 16 to Stand for 

Life. Please come and pray for the souls of those children who 

will never see the light of day and for their mothers and fa-

thers. Sign up for an hour-long slot during St. Francis Day at 

https://sfaderwood.flocknote.com/signup/67591. For more 

information, contact Right to Life Ministry Coordinator Lita 

Silva at litasilva4@gmail.com.   

SPEAKERS FROM THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

OF AMERICA HELP TO ANCHOR OUR  

50TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 
On October 9, Dr. Susan Timoney, associate professor of 
practice, Pastoral Studies Area at The Catholic University of 
America,  kicked off the Fall Ministry Retreat with a talk on 
“Living as Missionary Disciples,” based on the U.S. bishops’ 
publication with the same title. Her talk at 10 am in the Parish 
Center was recorded and posted on the parish YouTube Chan-
nel, so that others may watch it later.   
 

She is the first of several dynamic speakers who will address 
parishioners during this landmark year, laying out the founda-
tional call for how we can live out our Catholic faith in our 
50th year as an archdiocesan parish. Fr. John Dillon has also 
confirmed that Dr. John Grabowski, the Ordinary professor of 
Moral Ethics and Theology at The Catholic University of 
America, will address parishioners, in part, on the intersection 
of Catholic teaching on sexual ethics and Catholic social 
teaching at 7:30 pm Thursday, December 16, in the church. 
We look forward to hearing a fascinating talk by Dr. 
Grabowski and hope all parishioners will plan to attend.  
 

For more information, contact Director of Social Concerns 
and Adult Faith Formation Tony Bosnick via email at  
 abosnick@sfadw.org.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROUP A ELEMENTARY CLASSES MEET  

OCTOBER 10 & 11 
 

HOMESCHOOL ONLINE PARENT MEETING AT 1 

PM TODAY, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10  

(Families registered for the Homeschool option will re-

ceive an email with link to join.) 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CLASSES MEET 

 OCTOBER 11 & 12 
 

CATECHESIS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
Our parish offers catechetical sessions specifically designed 
for children and youth with special needs and their families. 
Our class meets online today, Sunday, October 10 from 3:30-
4:30 pm. If you would like to learn more about these sessions, 
please call Susan Anderson, Director of Religious Education, 
at 301-258-9193.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION PARENT MEETING 
There will be a First Reconciliation Parent Meeting on 
Wednesday, October 13, at 7:30 pm in the Parish Center for 
those who have registered their children for First Reconcilia-
tion and First Eucharist preparation this year. Letters with ad-
ditional information were mailed to families with children 
registered for sacraments this year. If you have questions, 
please call the Religious Education Office, 301-258-9193. 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS UPDATE 

Even though Religious Education classes have started, space 
is still available in most classes and children are welcome to 
begin classes once registration is received and processed. Reg-
istration forms can be found in the Gathering Space, the Parish 
Offices, and also on the parish website. Please call the Reli-
gious Education Office if need more information: 301-258-
9193. Children must be registered before they can begin 

classes.  

SUPPORT THE BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN, 

 EITHER VIRTUALLY OR IN PERSON 
The Shady Grove Pregnancy Center has kicked off its virtual 
Baby Bottle Campaign, and it needs your help. By filling a 
“virtual bottle,” we help the Shady Grove Pregnancy Center 
save the lives of precious babies. Desperate women who oth-
erwise might have aborted their baby can come to the center 
and make a life-affirming choice instead. To give virtually, 
use the link to get to your church’s unique giving page: https://
donate.givedirect.org/?cid=15047&n=19002. To give by 
phone: text “GIVE” in the message section, and in the number 
section, type in the number 4848BOTTLE and “send”.  Once 
you receive a text back with a link, click on it and scroll down 
until you see our church and tap on it. Then scroll down to fill 
out your donation information and then click “submit.” You 
can also pick up a baby bottle from the Gathering Space and 
fill it with coins, currency, or a check made out to Shady 
Grove Pregnancy Center. Put “St. Francis BBC" in the memo. 
Please return all bottles by October 31, 2021.  

OPEN HOUSE AT THE ACADEMY  

OF THE HOLY CROSS 
Prospective families are invited to attend Open House at The 
Academy of the Holy Cross on Sunday, November 7 from 
10:00 am to 1:00 pm. School tours will be available as well as 
opportunities to speak with faculty, administration, coaches, 
board members, parents and alumnae. Information about Fi-
nancial Aid, Scholarships will be available in addition to our 
signature programs. Holy Cross is located at 4920 Strathmore 
Avenue, Kensington, MD 20895. Visit our website at 
www.academyoftheholycross.org. 

A REMINDER FROM FR. JOHN … If anyone is living in 
a marriage that has not been recognized by the Catholic 
Church, it would be wise to consult with a priest to see 
whether that situation might be rectified.  It could be as simple 
as repeating your marriage vows quietly in front of a priest and 
receiving the Church’s blessing.  In that way, one would be-
come eligible to receive the Sacraments of the Church, espe-
cially the Eucharist 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SOLEMN NOVENA IN HONOR OF ST. JUDE 
The Shrine of St. Jude, Rockville, MD., cordially invites eve-
ryone to attend the annual solemn novena in honor of St. Jude 
Thaddeus, beginning Wednesday, Oct. 20, and ending Thurs-
day, Oct.  28.  Evening devotion consists of novena prayers, 
reflections, confessions, Benediction of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and veneration of the St. Jude relic.  
 

 Beginning each evening, October 20 through October 28, 

at 8:00 pm  St. Jude’s is located at 12701 Veirs Mill Rd., 

Rockville, MD 20853   
  

For additional information please call 301-946-8200 Sister 
Sharlet Ann Wagner, CSC, is a member of the Congregation 
of the Sisters of the Holy Cross. She is currently Executive 
Director of the Newcomer Network, a department of Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington. She enjoys 
preaching, break open God’s word and examining how God 
speaks to us today through Scripture.  



ST. FRANCIS ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR  
Saturday, November 13 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR CRAFTERS 
We are making crafts for the 2021 Holiday Bazaar on 
Wednesday October 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center.  If 
you enjoy being creative and socializing with fellow parish-
ioners, please plan on attending.  Also, projects can be taken 
home to work on.  For additional information, please call the 
Parish Office, (301) 840-1407. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring or 
readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities.  A new opportunity:  join as an Online Member 
for $30 per year; go to www.kofc.org and click on “Join 
Us”.  If you wish you can join the Council later.  If interested 
in learning more, contact Gary Palmer (301-948-6494 or email 
gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

TEAMS OF OUR LADY 
Teams of Our Lady is a movement of Christian Marriage Spiritu-
ality that brings together couples united by the Sacrament of Mat-
rimony and who wish, together, to deepen the graces of their Sac-
rament.  It offers married couples a pathway toward love, happi-
ness, and holiness.  The movement’s aim is to help couples live 
fully their Sacrament of Marriage.  Interested in learning more, 
contact Fr. John at 301-840-1407 or email him at jdil-
lon@sfadw.org. 

ENCOURAGE MINISTRY 
EnCourage is a ministry dedicated to the spiritual needs of par-
ents, siblings, children, and other relatives and friends of persons 
who have same-sex attractions.  Standing by the true teaching of 
the Catholic Church, EnCourage members support one another 
and their loved ones through discussion, prayer, and fellowship.  
Please contact Fr. John for more information at 301-840-1407 or 
email him at jdillon@sfadw.org. 

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 

We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 

http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 
 

SJRCS Oktoberfest 2021 

A great opportunity for our community and our past, pre-

sent, and future St. Jude families to socialize in a great 

atmosphere!  Bring your friends!   

As always, this is an ADULT ONLY event! 
"Bis Bald!" (see you soon!)   

Wann? 
Saturday, October 16, 2021 (7:00 PM - 11:30 PM) 

Wo? 
Im Biergarten aka outdoor campus and parking lot 

Wieviel? 
$25 per person until October 4th 
$30 per person after October 4th 

$35 per person at the door 

Was? 
Traditional German food, including:   

        brats, potato salad, sauerkraut and pretzels. 
And of course, German wein und bier!!!  

-College football will be broadcast on outdoor screens 
and cornhole will be the game of the day! There will also 
be music and a 50/50 cash raffle.     
-Get in the spirit and wear traditional Ger-
man trachet (clothing) if you have it!  
-Oktoberfest is an adults-only event. Must be 21 with valid ID 
to enter.  
Register Now! https://www.stjuderockville.org/giving/
oktoberfest 
 Questions? Want to volunteer?  Contact: Zendi Velasquez 
at zgvelasquez@gmail.com   
 

SJRCS Invites you to Outdoor Movie Night 

October 15 at 7:00 PM  

(The parking lot will open at 6:45) 
 

Watch Disney Pixar COCO  See your friends and enjoy a 
beautiful night at the movies! Mr. Edwin Lopez with Farmer’s 
Insurance will be sponsoring the Mr. Softee Truck for the first 
200 people! So come early, get a good spot and an ice-cream! 

DONATE YOUR USED CLOTHING If you are sort-
ing through gently used clothing to give away, remember that 
there is a St. Vincent de Paul clothing collection bin in the 
lower parking lot.  Donations of clean clothing in good repair 
is greatly appreciated.  Please put clothing in a plastic bag and 
deposit in the slot at the top of the bin.  Collections are made 
weekly and will be a great blessing to those in need in the re-
gion. 

TAKE A PERSONAL “RETREAT” DAY 
   Oct 15, Nov 5, Dec 10 

Are your days overcrowded, jam-packed, and busy, busy, 
busy? Jesus tells you to "Come away with me..." to Our Lady 
of Bethesda Retreat Center where your very own personal re-
treat awaits. During your personal retreat, from 8:30am-4pm, 
an experienced retreat director will guide you to a place of rest 
with Christ.  The retreat schedule allows for one-on-
one spiritual direction (optional), quiet reflection, Mass, Con-
fession and Eucharistic Adoration, plus continental breakfast 
and lunch, so you will be nourished and cared for while Our 
Lord speaks to your soul about the depths of His love for you. 
Cost is $120 per person.  Advance Registration is required, 
and registrations will be limited to facilitate appropriate social 
distancing. Visit our website to register and to find more dates 
ourladyofbethesda.org/programs/retreats/personal-retreat-
days. or call 301-365-0612. Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat 
Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817  



ST. FRANCIS BULLETIN  

AD SPACE AVAILABLE 

PRINT & DIGITAL SPACES 
The support of your business is greatly appreciated.  Church 
bulletin advertising is a cost-effective way to advertise 52 
times per year and show support for your local community.  
In turn parishioners will support you and your business.  If 
you are interested in advertising in our bulletin  please con-
tact Alden Berry, achambers-berry@4lpi.com for availability 
and pricing.  Reference St. Francis 03-0021. 

NIGHTLY ROSARY 
The Council of Catholic Women for the Archdiocese of Wash-
ington (CCW-ADW) invites all, who would like to unite in 
prayer at this time of uncertainty, to join in our nightly Rosary 
at 8 p.m., 7 days a week. We offer this prayer for the healing 
of the Church and for our currently health - challenged world. 
To join us, call 605-468-8016, ID 357090# at 8 p.m. seven 
days a week. If you have any questions, please email us 
at archdioceseccw@gmail.com.  For other prayer resources 
please see our website  https://www.councilofcatholicwomen-
adw.com/ See the tab: Coronavirus Prayer Resources, which 
lists many opportunities for daily Mass and meditations.  

INFANT MEMORIAL SERVICE  

TO BE HELD OCTOBER 16 
St. Francis parishioners who have experienced an infant loss 
are invited to attend an interdenominational Infant Memorial 
Service to be held at 7 pm Saturday, October 16, at St. Leo the 
Great Catholic Church, 3700 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 
22030. This in-person event will also be live streamed for 
those who wish to participate but cannot do so in person. 
Types of infant loss include miscarriage, abortion, ectopic 
pregnancy, deceased embryos from fertility procedures, still-
birth, fatal perinatal diagnosis, death of a premature baby and 
infant death. Please register for the event, whether you plan to 
participate in person or virtually, at memorialser-
vice@tepeyacobgyn.com. If you can RSVP by October 11, the 
sponsoring organizations will recognize your baby with a spe-
cial gift.   

RECEIVE GOD’S MERCY AFTER AN ABORTION 

THROUGH A DAY OF PRAYER AND HEALING 
Have you or someone close to you experienced an abortion 
about which you still have unresolved feelings? Experience 
God’s mercy by taking part in an in-person Entering Canaan 
Day of Prayer and Healing next month. This day-long retreat 
will feature someone giving a witness talk on her healing jour-
ney, time for retreatants to share their story with others who 
have had the same experience, Eucharistic Adoration and an 
opportunity to go to Confession.   There will be a day of 
prayer of healing in Spanish on October 9, 2021, and on April 
2, 2022 and two in English on October 23, 2021, and on April 
23, 2022. For more information, contact the Project Rachel 
Ministry at (301) 982-2008 or e-mail hope@adw.org. There is 
a suggested donation of $40 for each attendee, but financial 
assistance is available.  

29TH INTERNATIONAL WEEK OF  

PRAYER & FASTING VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 
 

The 29th IWOPF begins virtually on Saturday October 23-21, 
2021, from 10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Nine days of Prayer, Fast-
ing, Mass, Rosary, Adoration and Inspiration Speakers.  The 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be live streamed daily with Fr. 
Frank Pavone at 10:00 a.m. except on Monday, October 25, 
when Bishop Joseph Strickland will be offering the Holy Sac-
rifice of the Mass, live streamed at 1:00 p.m.  Each day will 
end with the live streamed Divine Mercy Chaplet from the 
Shrine of Divine Mercy, Stockbridge, Massachusetts.  You can 
register for FREE on the day of presentation on 
www.iwopf.org.  If you would like to listen to the talks after 
each day that they are aired, you can use All-AccessPass 
online that allows you to listen at your leisure any time you 
wish for the next several months.  For additional information 
or details please visit www.iwopf.org. 

MASS & ROSARY IN HONOR OF  

OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Please join the World Apostolate of Fatima Archdiocese of 
Washington Division as we resume monthly Mass and Rosary 
in honor of Our Lady of Fatima at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception-400 Michigan Ave, NE 
at 1:00 pm in the Immaculate Heart of Mary Chapel every 13th 
of the month (except when the 13th falls on a Sunday.)  For 
more information call Mary Ann at 301-595-1770. 


