
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 

 

 

 

November 8 - November 14 
 

Monday, 11/8 9:00 a.m.      Lea Sullivan 
Tuesday, 11/9 9:00 a.m.      Teresita Marchany Vda de 
    Almodovar 
Wednesday, 11/10 9:00 a.m.      Maria Teresa Valentino 

 7:30 p.m.      Evelyn Meade 
Thursday, 11/11 9:00 a.m.      For All Veterans 
Friday, 11/12 9:00 a.m.      Thomas Lapp 
Saturday, 11/13 5:00 p.m.      Barbara Lynn Beall 
Sunday, 11/14 8:00 a.m.      James Strubel 
 9:30 a.m.      Don Smith 

 11:15 a.m.    Donald Zezzo 

 5:00 p.m.      Pro Populo 
 

Mass Intentions will be prayed for in a private daily Mass 

said by Fr. John if not prayed for in a public Mass. 

Please pray for the sick…Irene Scaramazza, Pam Kelley, Debra 
Price, Barbara Schmidt, Mary Cutting, Angelica Santos, Jackie 
Komlo, Allison Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, Bob Jones, 
William Komlo, Sandra Kimball, Ed Dudenhoeffer, Jackie Roe-
buck King, Jeni Stepanek. (Names will remain on this list for four 

consecutive weeks, but can be repeated by calling the Office.) 

 Readings for the Week of  November 7, 2021 
 

Sunday:  1 Kgs 17:10-16/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/ 
  Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44 
Monday:  Wis 1:1-7/Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10 [24b]/ 
  Lk 17:1-6 
Tuesday:  Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [5]/ 
  1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 
Wednesday:  Wis 6:1-11/Ps 82:3-4, 6-7 [8a]/Lk 17:11-19 
Thursday:  Wis 7:22b—8:1/Ps 119:89, 90, 91, 130, 135, 
  175 [89a]/Lk 17:20-25 
Friday:   Wis 13:1-9/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5ab [2a]/Lk 17:26-37 
Saturday:  Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9/Ps 105:2-3, 36-37, 42-43 
  [5a]/Lk 18:1-8 
Next Sunday:  Dn 12:1-3/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/ 
  Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-32 

 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
 

Today marks the beginning of National Vocation Awareness 
Week, which will continue until Saturday, November 13, 
2021.  National Vocation Awareness Week (NVAW) is an 
annual week-long celebration of the Catholic Church in the 
United States dedicated to promoting vocations to the priest-
hood, diaconate, and consecrated life through prayer and edu-
cation.  During this week we renew our prayers and support 
for those considering one of the vocations.  NVAW began in 
1976 when the U.S. bishops designated the 28th Sunday of the 
year as a week to promote vocation awareness.  In 1997 the 
bishops moved the celebration to coincide with the Feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord, but in 2014 they moved it once again 
to the first full week of November. 
 

Perhaps some who are reading the bulletin today are in the 
process of discerning their vocation.  I thought that it might be 
helpful to outline some steps that the US Bishops recommend 
that those interested in priesthood, diaconate, or consecrated 
life.  I found these steps were useful back when I was discern-
ing my vocation. 
 

1. Pray.  Establish a routine in your prayer life.  It might 
consist of attending Mass, regularly praying the Ro-
sary, meditating on Scripture, making a retreat, and 
spending time with the Lord in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

2. Talk. Contact the Archdiocesan Vocation Directors 
to speak to them about your discernment thus far and 
to get their advice about next steps. 

3. Spiritual Direction. Spiritual direction, often by a 
priest or consecrated person, attunes the heart to the 
voice of the Lord and will help you identify how the 
Holy Spirit is moving in your life. 

4. Come and See.  Often coordinated by the Archdioce-
san vocation office, these “Come and See” events 
offer a glimpse into the life of a seminarian or a reli-
gious sister and will help you identify if this is the life 
to which God is calling you. 

5. Get Involved. Consider volunteering in your parish 
or community and finding trusted friends who can 
provide support and accountability for your discern-
ment journey. 

6. Rest. Discerning a vocation should not be considered 
an “accomplishment” that you can check off your to 
do list.  It is a daily walking with God that involves 
the whole person.  A healthy life balance of eating 
well, exercising, and getting the proper amount of rest 

and positively contribute to your well-being. 

Continued in the column to the right……. 

 

+ In Memoriam Aeternam + 

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of 
Sam Bergbigler, brother of Deby Dicello. 



November 7, 2021 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

What can I give that demonstrates my accep-

tance of Jesus’ challenge to his disciples, to 

give without reservation? 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR continued 
 

I am going to end this column with a Short Prayer for Voca-
tions that is offered to us by the Catholic Bishops of the 
United States: 
 

God, our Father, we thank you for calling men and 

women to serve in your Son’s kingdom as priests, 

deacons, and consecrated persons. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit to help others to respond gen-

erously and courageously to your call. 
 

May our community of faith support vocations of sac-

rificial love in our youth and young adults. 
 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for-

ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Until next week, 

Fr. John 

BAZAAR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
As you may have heard, we are having our Annual Holiday 
Bazaar on Saturday, November 13th.  This is one of our big-
gest fundraisers.  It will be different this year.  In order for 

the Bazaar to be successful, it takes lots of volunteers.  Vol-
unteer sign-up sheets can be found in the Gathering 
Space.  Any amount of time you can give will be greatly ap-
preciated.  You can also sign-up to bring a store bought goodie 
for Millie’s Cake Wheel. If you have any question please con-
tact the parish office (301) 840-1407. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER  

AT THE CHRISTMAS TREE SALE 
The St. Francis Christmas Tree Sale is coming up November 
27-December 5! Men, women, and teenagers accompanied by 
adults are needed to set up the tree lot on Saturday, November 
20; unload and stake trees on Friday, November 26; and sell 
trees during the week of November 27-December 5. The sales 
shifts are weekends from 9 am-12 pm; 12-3 pm; 3-6 pm; and 6 
pm to close. Weekday sales shifts are from 3-6 pm and 6 pm 
to close. Come out for this fun, community-building time to 
raise money for our parish and help families and individuals 
kick off the Advent season.  
 

Sign up to volunteer at the Christmas Tree Sale at https://
sfaderwood.flocknote.com/signup/71961. For more informa-
tion about the Christmas Tree Sale, please contact Ministry 
Coordinator Brian Pettit at brianpettit@pettitcompanies.com 

or call or text him at (240) 372-1662.  

SPIRIT TREET 
We will be collecting gift cards to send down to As-
sumption Parish again this year.  There will be no gifts 
collected .  Please watch for the Spirit Tree the week-
end of November 20/21 for gift card requests. 

MISSION COOPERATIVE APPEAL 
Support the Mission Cooperative Appeal!  Every year the Ro-
man Catholic Archdiocese of Washington welcomes mission-
aries from around the world to share their story of mission, but 
due to the ongoing pandemic, we cannot welcome missionar-
ies this year.  Your generosity allows missionaries to bring a 
message of hope and solidarity to marginalized communities 
worldwide.  Please be generous in today’s second collection 
and remember all missionaries in your prayers. 

NATIONAL VOCATION AWARENESS WEEK 
National Vocation Awareness Week, celebrated November 7-
13, 2021, is an annual celebration of the Catholic Church in 
the United States dedicated to promoting vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated life, through prayer and 
education, and to renewing our prayers and support for those 
who are considering one of the particular vocations. 
 

Please ask Our Lord for more dedicated, holy priests, deacons, 
and consecrated men and women,  May they be inspired by 
Jesus Christ, supported by our faith community, and respond 
generously to God’s gift of vocation. 

PARENTS, MINISTRY COORDINATORS  

INVITED TO YOUTH MINISTRY MEETING  

ON NOVEMBER 7 
Hope to see all parishioners interested in the future of Youth 
Ministry at the Youth Ministry Meeting to be held from 7:30-
9 pm Sunday, November 7, in the church. Come reflect and 
pray on building a thriving Youth Ministry at St. Francis; 
learn about the Church’s hopes and vision for teens to live 
out their faith in their families; and consider your role, as 
parents and ministry coordinators, to help teens know God’s 
love and mercy. If you are reading this before November 7, 
please RSVP to the Flocknote sent out Monday, November 1, 
so we can plan for who will attend.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GROUP A ELEMENTARY CLASSES  

MEET NOVEMBER 7 & 8 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CLASSES 

 MEET NOVEMBER 8 & 9 

 

CATECHIST MEETING 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
There will be a Catechist Meeting for all RE catechists on 
Sunday, November 7 from 12:30-2 pm in the Parish Center. 
Please join us as we share ideas for enriching our faith forma-
tion classes! 

 

CATECHESIS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
Our parish offers catechetical sessions specifically designed 
for children and youth with special needs and their families. 
Our class meets online today, November 7 from 3:30-4:30 pm. 
If you would like to learn more about these sessions, please 
call Susan Anderson, Director of Religious Education, at 301-
258-9193.  

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS UPDATE 

Even though Religious Education classes have started, space 
is still available in most classes and children are welcome to 
begin classes once registration is received and processed. Reg-
istration forms can be found in the Gathering Space, the Parish 
Offices, and also on the parish website. Please call the Reli-
gious Education Office if need more information: 301-258-
9193. Children must be registered before they can begin 

classes.  

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 

We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 

http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 

Instagram: stjuderockville 

Twitter: @StJudeRCS 
 

Apply for tuition assistance from the Archdiocese of Washington 
for the 2022 – 2023 school year, follow the links from 
www.stjduerockville.org - Admissions tab- Archdiocese Tuition 
Assistance or https://adwcatholicschools.org/tuition-assistance/
archdiocesan-tuition-assistance-program/. The Deadline to apply 
is in December. The Archdiocesan Tuition Assistance Program is 
available for students in grades PreK-12 who are applying to or 
currently enrolled in Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of 
Washington. All tuition assistance obtained through the Archdio-
cese is based on financial need. Families must apply each year to 
receive tuition assistance. Once you’ve completed the application 
it will roll over to St. Jude Regional Catholic School Tuition As-
sistance Program. One application and 2 opportunities to receive 
financial aid.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

AT THE LORD’S TABLE SOUP KITCHEN 
The Lord’s Table Soup Kitchen at Epworth United Methodist 
Church in Gaithersburg is seeking teams of five to six people 
to cook and serve meals for those who visit the soup kitchen 
for a hot meal. St. Francis parishioners are especially sought to 
serve from 1-5 pm on the third Thursday of every month, or 
any portion of the afternoon. People serve in cooking and serv-
ing roles.  
 

Both adults and older teens are invited to engage in this service 
work, but all participants must be vaccinated. Those best 
suited for this volunteer work have energy, are friendly, are 
willing to engage with people from all walks of life, and can 
lift trays and some cookware. It is a great service opportunity 
for teams of families or a ministry looking for service work. 
For more information, contact Director of Social Concerns and 
Adult Faith Formation Tony Bosnick at abosnick@sfadw.org.  

ORDER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI BRANDED  

MERCHANDISE AS CHRISTMAS  

OR SPECIAL GIFTS 

Are you beginning to shop for Christmas gifts for your loved 
ones? If so, then check out the branded St. Francis of Assisi 
merchandise produced as a part of our parish’s 50th anniver-
sary celebration. The Parish Office is selling adult and youth-
sized T-shirts, polo shirts, beanie hats, ball caps, and even a 
Sherpa throw blanket. We also have face masks in youth and 
adult sizes. Please download the order form at https://
www.sfadw.org/50th-anniversary-merchandise, print and fill it 
out, and bring either cash or check as payment to the Parish 
Office during business hours.  For more information, contact 
the Parish Office at (301) 840-1407.  

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED:  

GAITHERSBURG MEALS ON WHEELS  
Gaithersburg Meals on Wheels has a continuing need for driv-
ers to deliver hot and cold meals at lunchtime to the elderly 
and shut-ins in the Gaithersburg area. Meals are prepared at 
Asbury Methodist Village, 333 Russell Ave., and picked up 
by drivers between 10:30 and 11:15 a.m. Monday-Friday. 
Containers are provided for carrying the meals, and delivery 
takes about one hour, with eight to 12 clients on each route. 
Volunteers are asked to drive either once a week, or once 
every other week. Children are welcome to accompany par-
ents. Training is provided. Please call 301-216-4200, or Lisa 
Koenig at 301-869-0190 or lisamkoenig1@gmail.com. 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring or 
readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities.  A new opportunity:  join as an Online Member 
for $30 per year; go to www.kofc.org and click on “Join 
Us”.  If you wish you can join the Council later.  If interested 
in learning more, contact Gary Palmer (301-948-6494 or email 
gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PRAYER CHAIN     If you 
have a prayer request, please contact Marianne Bullen,  
mariannebu@comcast.net with your requests. 

PAX CHRISTI PEACE CORNER 
Because you are God’s chosen one, holy and beloved, clothe 
yourselves with heartfelt mercy, with kindness, humility, 
meekness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive what-
ever grievances you have against one another.  Forgive as God 
has forgiven you.  Over all these virtues put on love, which 
binds the rest together and makes them perfect. Christ’s peace 
must reign in your hearts, since as members of the one body 
you have been called to that peace. 
       

    Colossians 3:12-15 

ST. FRANCIS ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR  

“ITEMS NEEDED” 

Saturday, November 13 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

JEWELRY DONATIONS 
Please drop the jewelry off at the parish office or leave your 
treasured items in the mailbox on the Rectory porch if the of-
fice is closed. 
 

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED 

We are looking for silent auction items such as Time Shares, 
Sports Tickets, Theater Passes, etc. for our Fall Bazaar 
(November 13).  For more information or to make arrange-
ments to donate, please call the Deby Dicello, 240-599-6503 
or the Parish Office. 
 

THEME BASKETS FOR SILENT AUCTION 

If you would like to make up a theme basket for the Silent 
Auction, please call the Parish Office to let us know you are 
donating a special basket.  Theme Baskets are always a big 
hit! 
 

FLEA MARKET 

No Flea Market this year.  Please save your items for our 

Annual Spring Yard Sale - April 2022. 
 

GIFT CARDS OR GIFT CERTIFICATES 
If you have unused gift cards or gift certificates that you re-
ceived but know you’ll never use, please consider donating 
them to the Silent Auction.  You can drop them off at the Par-
ish Office or put them in the collection basket in an envelope. 
 

RAFFLE TICKETS 
Raffle tickets are out! 

Tickets can be mailed to the Parish Office  
or dropped in the Collection Basket. 

 Deadline to turn in your raffle tickets  
is Wednesday, November 10th. 

AMAZONSMILE ENABLES ST. FRANCIS  

TO INCREASE FUNDRAISING  

THROUGH ONLINE SHOPPING 
St. Francis parishioners can support our church whenever they’re 
shopping online at Amazon.com. St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church recently became a recipient of AmazonSmile, which en-
ables the church to receive 0.5 percent of the price of eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases you make. Go to our Home Page, Give, 
Give Now and start shopping!   

PRAYERS FOR OUR SERVICE MEN/WOMEN 
Please continue to pray for all those parishioners, family mem-
bers and friends who are serving in the military services.  We 
have a prayer list posted in the Gathering Space for those who 
are serving in these areas.  Please help us to keep it current by 
letting us know of any parishioner who is currently deployed 
so we can add them, and also those who have returned so that 
we can remove their names.  Please continue to keep all of our 
military personnel in your prayers. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 2323 MEMORIAL MASS 
All Members of Montgomery Council 2323, including 
spouses, widows, and guests are invited to the Annual Memo-
rial Mass which will be held at Father Cuddy Hall on Tuesday, 
November 16, 2021 beginning at 8pm.  The hall is located at 
17001 Overhill Rd in Derwood, MD 20855.   Following the 
Mass a reception is planned.  If you are able to join us, please 
RSVP to Steven Willer at either saw.kofc.fs2323@gmail.com 
or (202) 809-6784 (mobile). 

MOVING/CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR EMAIL 
Please notify the parish office, 301-840-1407, of any changes in 
your address, phone number or email.  Thank you! 



YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED 
Domestic violence refers to a pattern of violent and coercive 
behavior by one adult over another in an intimate relationship. 
It can consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of 
abuse, including threats and control. If you experience any 
form of abuse, please know that there is help. Call the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. For additional 
information or to learn more about domestic violence, please 
visit www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

ST. MARTIN’S FOOD PANTRY HELP IS NEEDED 
Young adults and teens are needed to help out at the Food 
Pantry on Sundays, 1:00-4:00 p.m.  Chores include sorting 
and lifting.  Teens under 18 should be accompanied by an 
adult.  For additional information or to volunteer please con-
tact Sylvia Jones, 240-755-5547. 

MASS & ROSARY IN HONOR OF  

OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Please join the World Apostolate of Fatima Archdiocese of 
Washington Division as we resume monthly Mass and Rosary 
in honor of Our Lady of Fatima at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception-400 Michigan Ave, NE 
at 1:00 pm in the Immaculate Heart of Mary Chapel every 13th 
of the month (except when the 13th falls on a Sunday.)  For 
more information call Mary Ann at 301-595-1770. 

SUMMARY OF THE JUSTICE THOUGHT SURVEY 
Thank you to those who completed our Justice Thought sur-
vey. We received 22 responses.   
 

Summary of findings: 

• Most of us met our three closest friends in school and at 
 work.   

• Most of us met our significant others through friends/

 family. 

• Ninety percent of respondents agreed or strongly agreed 
 that we took steps to understand and appreciate our 
 spouse’s family tradition.  

• How do we feel when we learn that a new teammate, 
 roommate, co-worker is a different race/ethnicity than 
 you? Excited, intrigued, or “other” (those who chose 
 other noted: “it is another person; race doesn’t mat-
 ter”). 

 

We asked which of these do you see as a cause that we, as 

parishioners at St. Francis of Assisi, could work on as a 

community.*  

1. Access to health and maternal care - 15 responses 

2. Housing anti-discriminatory efforts - 9 

3. Juvenile justice reform - 8 

4. Meaningful educational opportunities - 8 

5. Restorative justice initiatives -7 

6. Ending the grossly disparate practice of capital punish-

ment - 7 

7. Prison Reform - 5 
 

*Causes lifted from the Building Bridges of Understanding 

and Hope (June 15, 2020). Listed now in order of responses. 
 

Any a-ha moments that you had while reviewing the Jus-

tice Thoughts and/or using the conversation starters.  
 

• “I have enjoyed being taken out of my comfort zone. For 
example, on the Justice Thought concerning hiring managers 
needing to remove elements of bias on resumes before review-
ing candidates, I was enlightened on how names suggesting a 
certain race or ethnicity might unfairly bias one from contact-
ing or considering a candidate…..thank you for making us 
think about these issues through the lens of our Catholic 
faith.” 

• “I liked the reflection on who you invite into your own 
home or your own social events.” 
“All have made me think and want to be more open.”  
 
 

Thank you again for your feedback. We look forward to con-
tinuing this dialogue within our parish.  We plan to publish: 
 

• Additional Justice Thoughts in the bulletin and on 
 Flocknote. 
• Recommended reading list (spiritual and secular books)  
 
For those of you who signed up to be involved in the commit-
tee’s work-thank you! We will be in touch. 
 
-Members of the Parish Pastoral Council’s Ad-Hoc Commit-

tee on Racism  

RETIRED PRIESTS COLLECTION 2021 
The Retired Priests of the Archdiocese of Washington Collec-
tion is November 13 & 14 this year.  Our priests touch our 
lives in many ways: they baptize our children, comfort us in 
the confessional, witness our marriage vows and hold our 
loved ones hands as the Lord calls them home.  Let us come 
together to help provide care and housing for our retired 
priests so they can live their retirement in dignity. There are 
three ways you can support the Retired Priests Collection this 
year: 
 

1. Envelope. Please use the envelope mailed to you earlier 
this month, the envelope in the pew pockets, or the second 
collection envelope provided by the parish. 

2. Online:  Please visit adw.org/rpc to support the collection 
online. 

3. Text: Please text “Priest” to 301-231-1816.  A text with a 
link to a secure form will be sent back to you to complete 
your generous gift for this important collection. 

ST. FRANCIS BULLETIN  

AD SPACE AVAILABLE 

PRINT & DIGITAL SPACES 
The support of your business is greatly appreciated.  Church 
bulletin advertising is a cost-effective way to advertise 52 
times per year and show support for your local community.  
In turn parishioners will support you and your business.  If 
you are interested in advertising in our bulletin  please con-
tact Alden Berry, achambers-berry@4lpi.com for availability 
and pricing.  Reference St. Francis 03-0021. 


