
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 

 

 

 

November 29 - December 5 
 

Monday, 11/29 9:00 a.m.       Bill English 
Tuesday, 11/30 9:00 a.m.       John Veise 
Wednesday, 12/1 9:00 a.m.       Jacqueline Gordon 

 7:30 p.m.       Michael Waters 
Thursday, 12/2 9:00 a.m.       In Thanksgiving 
Friday, 12/3 9:00 a.m.       Barbara Lynn Beall 
 7:30 p.m.       Kenneth T. Yeast, Sr. 
Saturday, 12/4 5:00 p.m.       Josie Lee 
Sunday, 12/5 8:00 a.m.       Edward Yandoli 
 9:30 a.m.       Pro Populo 

 11:15 a.m.     Enrique Quemuel 
 5:00 p.m.       Cory Pheasant 
 

Mass Intentions will be prayed for in a private daily Mass 

said by Fr. John if not prayed for in a public Mass. 

Please pray for the sick…Donna Ruffin, Allan Jay Francisco, 
Baby Nathan, Father Francis Russo, Debra Price, Barbara 
Schmidt, Mary Cutting, Angelica Santos, Jackie Komlo, Allison 
Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, Bob Jones, William Komlo, 
Sandra Kimball, Ed Dudenhoeffer, Jackie Roebuck King, Jeni 
Stepanek. (Names will remain on this list for four consecutive weeks, 

but can be repeated by calling the Office.) 

Readings for the Week of  November 28, 2021 
 

Sunday:  Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 
  10, 14 [1b]/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 
Monday:  Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 
  Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday:  Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/ 
  Mt 4:18-22 
Wednesday:  Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/ 
  Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday:  Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a  
  [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday:   Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/ 
  Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 
  30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday:  Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/ 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
Among the activities of the recently concluded meeting of the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) was 
the agreement on November 17, 2021 that the sainthood 
causes for three laypeople from the United States should be 
advanced by their perspective dioceses.  Bishop J. Douglas 
Deshotel of Lafayette, Louisiana presented the causes of Au-
guste Robert “Nonco” Pelafigue and Charlene Richard.  
Bishop Larry Silva of Honolulu presented the third cause, that 
of Joseph Dutton. In 2007 the Vatican issued a document 
Sanctorum Mater (Mother of Saints) requiring a diocesan 
bishop promoting a sainthood cause to consult with the body 
of bishops on the advisability of pursuing the case.  That is 
why Bishop Deshotel and Bishop Silva made these presenta-
tions at the recent USCCB meeting.  The bishops affirmed 
advancement of all three causes via voice vote with no audible 
dissent.  All three sainthood candidates have the title “Servant 
of God,” given to them when their causes officially opened.  I 
want to devote the rest of this Flocknote to Brother Joseph 
Dutton, as he has been informally called. 
 

I first heard of Joseph Dutton from my father who told me that 
Brother Joseph had served for many years at the leper colony 
on Molokai in Hawaii with Father Damien and then Mother 
Marianne.  Dad also told me that Brother Joseph had written 
many letters giving details of his service on the island of Ha-
waii.  President Theodore Roosevelt was one of many who 
read his letters.  President Roosevelt was so impressed with by 
the Civil War Veteran’s work that he ordered the United 
States Navy’s Great White Fleet to pay tribute to him by dip-
ping their flags as they passed by the island.  Let me give you 
now some of Joseph Dutton’s background. 
 

He was born in Vermont in 1843, moved with his family to 
Wisconsin in 1847 and later served in the Civil War.  Bishop 
Silva told the Bishops that Dutton might have suffered post-
traumatic stress disorder from his service during the Civil 
War.  Joseph married in 1866, but separated a year later as his 
wife was “unfaithful and extravagant.”  A divorce was granted 
in 1881. Dutton them embarked on which called a “degenerate 
decade” about which he said little afterward. 
 

Dutton joined the Catholic Church in Memphis, Tennessee, in 
1883 and learned about the work of Father Damien De-
Veuster—now Saint Damien of Molokai—and his ministry to 
those suffering from leprosy on the islands of Hawaii. 
 

Dutton booked passage to Hawaii and joined Father Damien 
who had recently learned that he had contracted leprosy, 
which today is called Hansen’s disease. 
 

The future Saint Damien of Molakai wrote this about Dutton:  
“The courage of my dear brother Joseph Ira B. Dutton appears 
to respond very well to the special calling for which our 
Blessed Lord has chosen him.  He takes a special interest in all 
that concerns the altars and sacristies of our churches…He 
also acts as our druggist, and he is truly a good confrere to 
me.” 

Continued in the column to the right….. 

 

+ In Memoriam Aeternam + 

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of 
Kathryn W. Taylor, mother of Wesley Taylor. Marlyce 
Rooney, mother of Beth Sorge. 



November 28, 2021 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Can I name a person or group whom I now realize I 

have overlooked? How can I seek out Jesus in my 

neighbor? 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR continued 
 

In 1892, Dutton, at the request of Mother Marianne Cope—
now Saint Marianne of Molokai—was received as a Secular 
Franciscan.  In 1895 he took charge of the Baldwin Home for 
Boys, which had a capacity of 120 and was meant for troubled 
and abused boys.  He did that until reaching the age of 87 in 
1930.  Dutton died the following year. 
 

Bishop Silva told his fellow bishops that the importance of the 
cause of Joseph Ira B. Dutton was very timely in light of the 
situation of the present day where the poor and disadvantaged 
are often the objects of a “throwaway’ culture abandoned to 
their limited or practically nonexistent resources.  But Saint 
Damien of Molokai, Saint Marianne of Molokai, and Joseph 
Dutton provide a brilliant testimony of the presence and activ-
ity of the Catholic Church for the downtrodden and aban-
doned. 
 

It is worth noting that nearly five dozen causes of Americans 
are working their way through the process of canonization.  
This was reported by Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki of Mil-
waukee, chairman of the bishops’ Committee on Canonical 
Affairs and Church Governance. 
 

Auxiliary Bishop John P. Dolan of San Diego urged the bish-
ops gathered there to beg our heavenly Father to further the 
causes of six Black Catholic Americans:  the Servants of God 
Sister Thea Bowman, Mother Mary Lange, and Julia Greeley 
along with Venerable Mother Henriette DeLille, Venerable 
Father Augustus Tolton, and Venerable Pierre Toussaint.  
Such prayer was particularly appropriate during November 
which is Black Catholic History Month. 
 

Until next month, 

Fr. John  

HYMNAL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 
It is indeed wonderful that we, as a parish community, may lift 
our voices in song at Mass once again! Fr. John and Janet Pate, 
our Director of Music are also happy to announce that new 
Ritual Song-Second Edition hymnals will be in the pews soon.  
The decision to acquire new hymnals was made for two impor-
tant reasons.  Our current hymnals do not include the language 
of the revised translation of the Roman Missal, and some of 
our current hymnals are in rather poor condition.  We would 
greatly appreciate any financial contributions towards the new 
hymnals.  You can help defray the cost by sponsoring the pur-
chase of one or more hymnals with a small donation.  Take 
this opportunity to celebrate the memory of a loved one, com-
memorate an important event, or simply honor your family 
name.  A memorial label will be placed on the inside front 
cover of the hymnal.  We ask a donation of $20 per hymnal.  
For more information or to get a donation form, call the Parish 
Office at 301-840-1407. 

SEE OUR ADVENT & SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
During the Advent season, as we celebrate the first family of 
our church, we hope you will join us to prepare for the birth of 
Jesus Christ with your families. See the parish web site, 
www.sfadw.org, for more information on how we will cele-
brate the Advent season as a parish.     
 

• Starting Saturday, November 20: Spirit Tree gift card 

project after all Masses in the Gathering Space.  Choose an 
ornament off the Spirit Tree to help a family with a gift card 
with which they can buy food for the holidays; you can re-
turn the gift cards using the envelopes next to the Spirit 
Tree. For more information, contact Director of Social Con-
cerns and Adult Faith Formation Tony Bosnick at abos-
nick@sfadw.org.  

 

• Saturday, November 27-Sunday, December 5: Parish 

Christmas Tree Sale on the church grounds. Join us early 
to buy your Christmas tree and fresh Christmas wreath and 
please volunteer to help with sales. The sales shifts are 
weekends from 9 am-12 pm; 12-3 pm; 3-6 pm; and 6 pm to 
close. Weekday sales shifts are from 3-6 pm and 6 pm to 
close. Sign up to volunteer at https://
sfaderwood.flocknote.com/signup/71961.  

 

• Saturday, November 27: Lighting the Advent wreath in 
church. Individuals, couples, and families are sought to 
light the Advent wreath in the church at all weekend 
Masses during Advent. Sign up at https://
sfaderwood.flocknote.com/signup/73235.  

 

• November 27/28, December 11/12 and 18/19: Sale of 

right-to-life Christmas cards after all Masses in the Gath-
ering Space. Come buy Christmas cards that respect life and 
benefit right-to-life organizations. For more information, 
contact Marianne Bullen at mariannebu@comcast.net.  

 

• December 4/5: Olivewood sales after all Masses in the 
Gathering Space. Come browse  handmade religious items 
made by families in the Holy Land. For more information, 
contact Tony Bosnick at abosnick@sfadw.org. 

  

• December 4/5 and 11/12: Sale of Alternative gift cards 

after all Masses in the Gathering Space. Take the commer-
cial emphasis off  Christmas by purchasing services at local 
and global nonprofit organizations that benefit people in 
need. Contact Pat O’Connor, leafs20879@aol.com or Doris 
Chung, dichung14@gmail.com for more information.  

 

• Monday, December 13: Parish Penance Service, 7 pm in 
the church. Receive forgiveness for your sins during this 
communal prayer service, at which several priests will hear 
Confessions. For more information, contact the Parish Of-
fice at (301) 840-1407.  

 

• Thursday, December 16: Talk by Dr. John Grabowski, 
7:30 pm in the Parish Center. Dr. Grabowski, the Ordinary 
Professor of Moral Theology/Ethics at The Catholic Uni-
versity of America in Washington DC, will speak to parish-
ioners as part of our 50th anniversary speaker series. For 
more information, contact Director of Social Concerns and 
Adult Faith Formation Tony Bosnick, abosnick@sfadw.org.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GROUP A ELEMENTARY CLASSES  

MEET NOVEMBER 29 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CLASSES 

 MEET NOVEMBER 29 & 30 

 

RE CLASS SCHEDULE  

AND THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
There are no Religious Education classes today, Sunday, No-
vember 28. Classes resume on a normal schedule this week for 
Monday and Tuesday classes, November 29 and 30. 
 

CATECHESIS FOR CHILDREN 

 AND YOUTH WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
Our parish offers catechetical sessions specifically designed 
for children and youth with special needs and their families. 
Our class meets online next Sunday, December 5 from 3:30-
4:30 pm. If you would like to learn more about these sessions, 
please call Susan Anderson, Director of Religious Education, 
at 301-258-9193.  
 

CHRISTMAS STOCKING HELP LINE 
Religious Education families are invited to support families 
served by Catholic Charities here in Montgomery County by 
donating $25-$50 gift cards for local departments stores (e.g., 
Target) through our "RE Christmas Stocking Help Line." 
Families may choose to take one (or more) stockings, pur-
chase a gift card, and return these to RE classes by December 
14. Look for a letter with more information about this project 
given to students in RE classes. 
 

SNOW/EMERGENCY CANCELLATION POLICY 
If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed, and if 
schools are dismissed early, Religious Education classes are 
also cancelled. This applies to Sunday classes as well if Mont-
gomery County Public Schools announces cancellation of 
weekend school activities. 
 

Cancellation announcements will be posted: 

• On the parish website: www.sfadw.org 

• On the St. Francis Parish Facebook page: “St. Francis of 
 Assisi Catholic Church” 
• On the Religious Education Office phone voicemail: 301-

258-9193. 
 

Whenever in doubt, please use your own judgment about local 
weather and driving conditions, and err on the side of safety 
when making decisions about bringing your child to class. 
 

Continued in the column to the right…... 

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 

We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 

http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 

Instagram: stjuderockville 

Twitter: @StJudeRCS 
 

St. Jude Regional Catholic School  
IS PROUD TO BE PARTNERING WITH 

#iGIVECATHOLIC. 
 

ADW Tuition Assistance Program – Deadline for Applica-

tion is December 3rd Apply for tuition assistance from the 
Archdiocese of Washington for the 2022 – 2023 school year, 
follow the links from www.stjduerockville.org - Admissions 
tab- Archdiocese Tuition Assistance or https://
adwcatholicschools.org/tuition-assistance/archdiocesan-
tuition-assistance-program/. The deadline for returning fami-

lies is December 3rd. The deadline for new families is Febru-
ary 18th.  The Archdiocesan Tuition Assistance Program is 
available for students in grades PreK-12 who are applying to 
or currently enrolled in Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of 
Washington. All tuition assistance obtained through the Arch-
diocese is based on financial need. Families must apply each 
year to receive tuition assistance. Don’t forget to apply for the 
St. Jude Tuition Assistance Program too. 
 

Save the Dates: 
Breakfast with Santa – December 4 

SJRCS Christmas Program, The Animal Alleluia  
 December 6th at 10:30 a.m.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (continued) 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE FOR RE STUDENTS 

The students in grades 3 - 8 will have the opportunity to cele-
brate the Sacrament of Reconciliation as part of their Reli-
gious Education classes in Advent. Catechists will review the 
Sacrament of Penance in advance, and we encourage parents 
to talk with their children about the Sacrament as well. Please 
note the date for your child’s session and grade as shown be-
low: 
 

Sunday 9:20 Session: 

 Grades 3-5 (Gr. B) – Sun., Dec. 5 
Grades 3-5 (Gr. A) – Sun., Dec. 12 
Grades 3-5 (Gr. B) – Sun., Dec. 19 

 

Monday 4:45 Session: 

Grades 3, 4 and 5 – Mon., Dec. 13 
 

Monday 6:45 Session: 

Grades 6, 7 & 8 – Mon., Dec. 13 
(participating in the Parish Penance Service starting at 
7:00 pm) 

 

Tuesday 6:45 Session: 

Grades 6, 7 & 8 – Tues., Dec. 14 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring or 
readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities.  A new opportunity:  join as an Online Member 
for $30 per year; go to www.kofc.org and click on “Join 
Us”.  If you wish you can join the Council later.  If interested 
in learning more, contact Gary Palmer (301-948-6494 or email 
gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

AMAZONSMILE ENABLES ST. FRANCIS  

TO INCREASE FUNDRAISING  

THROUGH ONLINE SHOPPING 
St. Francis parishioners can support our church whenever 
they’re shopping online at Amazon.com. St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church recently became a recipient of AmazonSmile, 
which enables the church to receive 0.5 percent of the price of 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases you make. Go to our Home 
Page, Give, Give Now and start shopping!   

PRAYERS FOR OUR SERVICE MEN/WOMEN 
Please continue to pray for all those parishioners, family mem-
bers and friends who are serving in the military services.  We 
have a prayer list posted in the Gathering Space for those who 
are serving in these areas.  Please help us to keep it current by 
letting us know of any parishioner who is currently deployed 
so we can add them, and also those who have returned so that 
we can remove their names.  Please continue to keep all of our 
military personnel in your prayers. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

AT THE LORD’S TABLE SOUP KITCHEN 
The Lord’s Table Soup Kitchen at Epworth United Methodist 
Church in Gaithersburg is seeking teams of five to six people 
to cook and serve meals for those who visit the soup kitchen 
for a hot meal. St. Francis parishioners are especially sought to 
serve from 1-5 pm on the third Thursday of every month, or 
any portion of the afternoon. People serve in cooking and serv-
ing roles. Both adults and older teens are invited to engage in 
this service work, but all participants must be vaccinated. 
Those best suited for this volunteer work have energy, are 
friendly, are willing to engage with people from all walks of 
life, and can lift trays and some cookware. It is a great service 
opportunity for teams of families or a ministry looking for ser-
vice work. For more information, contact Director of Social 
Concerns and Adult Faith Formation Tony Bosnick at abos-
nick@sfadw.org.  

ORDER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI BRANDED  

MERCHANDISE BY NOVEMBER 30 TO FILL 

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS 

There are just a few more days to order St. Francis of Assisi 
branded merchandise and ensure that you will receive your 
gifts by Christmas! The Parish Office is selling adult and 
youth-sized T-shirts, polo shirts, beanie hats, ball caps, key 
chains, and even a Sherpa throw blanket, all branded with our 
new St. Francis of Assisi 50th anniversary parish logo. We also 
have face masks in youth and adult sizes. Please download the 
order form at https://www.sfadw.org/50th-anniversary-
merchandise, print and fill it out, and bring either cash or 
check as payment to the Parish Office during business hours. 
To receive promotional items for Christmas, please submit 

your order forms by November 30. For more information, con-

tact the Parish Office at (301) 840-1407.  

HOLIDAY BAZAAR RAFFLE WINNERS 
Congratulations to the winners of our 2021 Holiday Bazaar 
Raffle: 
 1st Prize J. Treacy 
   M. Christ 
 2nd Prize M. Lynch 
 3rd Prize S. Santiago 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the raffle! 

OUR PARISH CHRISTMAS TREE SALE OPENS 

FOR BUSINESS ON NOVEMBER 27 
Our parish Christmas Tree Sale is here! With the tree sale go-
ing from Saturday, November 27, to Sunday, December 5, 
please plan to buy your Christmas tree and fresh Christmas 
wreath early, since we have less inventory than in past years 
but the same or increased demand. The Christmas Tree Sale 
will be open from 9 am-9 pm on the weekends and from 3-9 
pm on weekdays. Cash and checks are accepted payment. 
Please remember that tree prices have increased over last year, 
because of decreased tree supplies and supply chain and 
COVID-related issues. For more information about the Christ-
mas Tree Sale, please contact Ministry Coordinator Brian 
Pettit at brianpettit@pettitcompanies.com or call or text him at 
(240) 372-1662.  

STAND VIGIL FOR THE UNBORN AT THE 40 DAYS 

FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN  

ON NOVEMBER 30 & DECEMBER 1 
Are you interested in making a stand for the unborn? The 40 
Days for Life Campaign is holding a special two-day vigil on 
November 30 and December 1 at the Potomac Family Plan-
ning Center, 932 Hungerford Drive in Rockville. Volunteers 
are needed to sign up to pray during one-hour shifts through-
out the 48-hour vigil; during the evening hours, prayer warri-
ors are encouraged to bring a friend and sit in their car to pray 
and witness. To sign up or to read more, go 

to  www.40DaysforLife.com/Rockville. For more information, 

please contact Director of Social Concerns and Adult Faith 
Formation Tony Bosnick at abosnick@sfadw.org.  

RETIRED PRIESTS COLLECTION 2021 
Thank you for your support of the Retired Priests Collection! 
Our priests touch our lives in many ways.  Your generosity 
helps to provide care and housing for our retired priests so 
they can live their retirement in dignity.  Thank you for your 
generosity! 



YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED 
Domestic violence refers to a pattern of violent and coercive 
behavior by one adult over another in an intimate relationship. 
It can consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of 
abuse, including threats and control. If you experience any 
form of abuse, please know that there is help. Call the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. For additional 
information or to learn more about domestic violence, please 
visit www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 

ST. ANN’S CENTER FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH & 

FAMILIES 
Please join Cardinal Wilton Gregory, Sister Mary Bader and 
the Board of Directors of St. Ann’s Center for Children, Youth 
and Families to our ANNUAL CHRISTMAS OPEN 

HOUSE:   Sunday, December 5, 2021 from 1:00pm - 

3:00pm at St. Ann’s Center: 4901 Eastern Avenue, Hyatts-
ville, MD 20782.  Please contact Carolyn Boyle for more in-
formation: cboyle@stanns.org  or 301-559-5500 

GABRIEL PROJECT 
The Gabriel Project Cluster of Montgomery County serves 
mothers and their families in crisis pregnancies. With so many 
families depending on resources for support, we count on the 
generosity of our donors for their prayers and donations of 
material items, which sustain needy families throughout the 
year. This Christmas, we need your support more than 

ever! We will provide gifts and essential items to the families 
we serve. Please join us in our efforts by choosing from any 
number of gift options from our Amazon wish list. Please visit 
our website, www.gpmoco.org, and click on our Amazon 
wishlist. We thank you in advance for helping to make this 
Christmas bright for over 200 current families. If you have any 
q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  N a t a l i e  R a y 
at natalieanneray@gmail.com. 

SAVE THE DATE 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

MONTGOMERY COUNCIL #2323 

SECOND FRIDAY FAMILY NIGHT 
Knights of Columbus Montgomery Council #2323, will host 
the Second FRIDAY FAMILY NIGHT. December 3rd 6:00 – 
9:00 pm. Cuddy Hall 17001Rd. Derwood MD. Family Fun , 
Food and Games. Family $25,00, Adults $10.00 Children 
$5.00. Games, Puzzles, Arts and Crafts. We are reviving a 
Friday night Tradition for the families of St. Martin, St. Mary 
and St. Francis. This is a good time to meet others in our 
Community and get to know the Knights of Columbus. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PROVIDE  

SERVICES TO AFGHAN REFUGEES 
Catholic Charities of Washington DC is helping to solicit vol-
unteers for the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) to provide services for newly arrived Afghan refu-
gees. Volunteers would be helping with a children’s Recrea-
tional Day Program and Conversational English classes. Ap-
proximately 120 adults and 80 children, under the age of 
10, will be served at one location in Bethesda. The USCCB 
is looking for volunteers who can consistently provide at least 
one full day of service each week until approximately March 
2022. The programs will operate seven days per week. Volun-
teers will receive remuneration for parking and meals, and 
there is a potential opportunity for paid positions. Completion 
of the Protecting God’s Children course is pre-
ferred.  All adult Afghan guests are fully vaccinated, and all 
volunteers must be fully vaccinated. All persons inside the 
facility will wear masks throughout their time of service. For 
more information, e-mail volunteers@usccb.org.  

TAIZE PRAYER WITH FLOWER OF CARMEL LAY 

CARMELITE COMMUNITY 
This prayer service is help 1st Wednesday of each month at St. 
Rose of Lima Historic Chapel, Clopper Road, Gaithersburg, 
7:00-7:30 pm.  Next  date is December 1st. Prayer in the spirit 
of the Taizé Community is a meditative form of common 
prayer.  Gathered in the presence of Christ we sing uncompli-
cated, repetitive songs, uncluttered by too many words, allow-
ing the mystery of God to become tangible through the 
beauty of simplicity.  This service includes scripture, 
song, silence, and intercessory prayer.  You can participate as 
much as you feel moved to, allowing the text of the songs and 
scripture to “sink in”. If you are interested in helping to set-up, 
have an icon to display or are willing to be a reader for this 
service, please arrive early (6:45pm). Questions - Beth 
Fisher: ljfisher57@gmail.com  

SETON SHRINE EMMITSBURG MARYLAND  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Candlelight Tours begin run from Nov. 27-Dec. 5th. These 
festive tours tell the story of Mother Seton (the first American 
born saint) through our historic interpreters. Visitors will ex-
perience what Christmas was like in the early 19th century 
school house and will be invited to partake in colonial tradi-
tions. Door to Bethlehem faith drama reminds families the 
meaning of Christmas, and it has a particular emphasis on how 
the Holy Family must have felt constantly being rejected as 
they sought shelter...ultimately, it reminds us to open the door 
to our hearts and to recognize Christ this season. This is a pro-
gram that most strongly appeals to young families and takes 
place Dec. 10-11 and 17-18. Tickets are likely to sell out on 
this, so please reserve your tickets ahead of time. For addi-
tional details visit setonshrine.org. 

ARE YOU COMFORTABLE USING TURBO TAX? 
If yes, Catholic Charities needs you! Next February, the 
Catholic Charities’ Tax Clinic will open its doors for the 6th 
tax season at Catholic University. The goal of the Tax Clinic is 
to help low-income families maximize their tax refund. The 
Tax Clinic makes sure these families claim every tax benefit 
they are entitled to (e.g., child tax credits, child care credits, 
economic stimulus payments, and earned income credits).  
Volunteer tax preparers are supported by Catholic Charities 
staff, experienced volunteers, and lawyers from the Catholic 
University Columbus School of Law who provide training in 
January. If you are interested in helping these families prepare 
their tax returns, please reach out to Deacon Jim Shanahan at 
Catholic Charities (email: jim.shanahan@cc-dc.org or phone: 
202-262-1419). 


