
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 

 

 

December 27 - January 3, 2022 
 

Monday, 12/27 9:00 a.m. Catherine C. Dillon 
Tuesday, 12/28 9:00 a.m. Girolamo Battista 
Wednesday, 12/29     9:00 a.m.  Mary Stehle Rockenstein 
        7:30 p.m.  Msgr. Paul Lansfeld 
Thursday, 12/30       9:00 a.m. Guy Beaven 

Friday, 12/31  5:00 p.m. Serge Triau 
Saturday, 1/1  5:00 p.m. Richard & Pat Hunt 
Sunday, 1/2  8:00 a.m. Serge Triau 
  9:30 a.m. Pro populo 

  11:15 a.m. Diane Comly (L) 
  5:00 p.m. Catherine Sgambati 

Please pray for the sick…David Falzarano, Joanna Dudek, Fr. 
Joseph Mindling, Jeanette Davidson, Donna Ruffin, Allan Jay 
Francisco, Baby Nathan, Fr. Francis Russo, Debra Price, Barbara 
Schmidt, Mary Cutting, Angelica Santos, Jackie Komlo, Allison 
Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, Bob Jones, William Komlo, 
Sandra Kimball, Ed Dudenhoeffer, Jackie Roebuck King, Jeni 
Stepanek. (Names will remain on this list for four consecutive weeks, 

but can be repeated by calling the Office.) 

Readings for the Week of  December 26, 2021 
 

Sunday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/ 
  Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or 
  1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 
  5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52 
Monday:  1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 
  2-8 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/ 
  Mt 2:13-18 
Wednesday:  1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/ 
  Lk 2:22-35 
Thursday:  1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/ 
  Lk 2:36-40 
Friday:   1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/ 
  Jn 1:1-18 
Saturday:  Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/
  Lk 2:16-21 
Next Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:-12 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
I hope that everyone had a very Merry Christmas. I thought 
that it was wonderful to see so many people attend the Masses 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  After all the Christmas 
Masses were concluded, I was pleased to have Christmas din-
ner with my Stehle cousins who live in DC.  But with Christ-
mas being on a Saturday this year, we are back in Church one 
day later for the Feast of the Holy Family--which is celebrated 
on the Sunday between Christmas and the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God.  I was surprised to find out that the devotion 
to the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph developed 
rather recently—in the seventeenth century.  Built on the Gos-
pel accounts, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph are looked upon as an 
excellent domestic unit representing the ideal family life.  To 
promote family life and build up devotion to the Holy Family, 
a feast of the Holy Family was established for the Universal 
Church a century ago in 1921. 
 

The Office of Readings in the Liturgy of the Hours for today 
quotes from an address that Pope Saint Paul VI gave when he 
visited Nazareth on January 5, 1964.  The Holy Father said on 
that occasion that Nazareth was a kind of school where we 
could discover what the life of Christ was like and even to 
understand his Gospel.  At Nazareth we can observe and pon-
der the simple appeal of the way the Son of God came to be 
known, profound yet full of hidden meaning.  St. Paul VI 
thought that here in Nazareth we could come to realize who 
Christ really was.  We can also sense and take account of the 
conditions and circumstances that surrounded his life on earth:  
the places, the tenor of the times, the culture, the language, 
religious customs, in brief everything which Jesus used to 
make himself known to the world.  St. Paul VI noted that here 
everything has meaning and here we can learn the importance 
of spiritual discipline for all who wish to follow Christ and to 
live by the teachings of his Gospel. 
 

Saint Paul VI mentions three lessons that we can learn from 
the profound school that is Nazareth: 
 

First, we learn from its silence.  If only we could 
once again appreciate its great value.  We need this 
wonderful state of mind, beset as we are by the ca-
cophony of strident protests and conflicting claims so 
characteristic of these turbulent times.  The silence of 
Nazareth should teach us how to meditate in peace 
and quiet, to reflect on the deeply spiritual, and to be 
open to the voice of God’s inner wisdom and the 
counsel of his true teachers.  Nazareth can teach us 
the value of study and preparation, of meditation, of a 
well-ordered personal spiritual life, and of silent 
prayer that is known only to God. 
 

Continued in the column to the right……. 

 

+ In Memoriam Aeternam + 

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of 
Bernard Mc Loughlin, Elizabeth Benedek. 



December 26, 2021 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

How can I apply the lessons from scripture to 

the various families to which I belong: my im-

mediate family, my extended family, my parish 

family, my family at school or work, the entire 

human family? 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR continued 
 

Saint Paul VI mentions three lessons that we can learn from 
the profound school that is Nazareth (continued): 
 

Second, we learn about family life.  May Nazareth 
serve as a model of what the family should be.  May 
it show us the family’s holy and enduring character 
and exemplifying its basic function in society: a com-
munity of love and sharing, beautiful for the problems 
it poses and the rewards it brings; in sum, the perfect 
setting for rearing children—and for this there is no 
substitute. 
 

Finally, in Nazareth, the home of a craftsman’s son, 
we learn about work and the discipline it entails.  I 
would especially like to recognize its value—
demanding yet redeeming—and to give it proper re-
spect.  I would remind everyone that work has its own 
dignity.  On the other hand, it is not an end in itself.  
Its value and free character, however, derive not only 
from its place in the economic system, as they say, 
but rather from purpose it serves. 
 

St. Paul VI closed his address in Nazareth by expressing his 
deep regard for people everywhere who work for a living.  He 
pointed out that Christ their brother would be their great 
model and prophet in every cause that promotes their well 
being. 
 

Let me wish everyone a Happy New Year!   
 

Until next week, 
Fr. John 

 

ARCHDIOCESAN WOMEN’S RETREAT  

FOR SURVIVORS 
As the Church continues to minister to all survivors of abuse, the 
Archdiocese of Washington is sponsored a retreat for survi-
vors.  The Archdiocese will offer a women’s retreat on February 
18-20, 2022. This retreat is an occasion for survivors to reflect on 
God’s plan for their lives and for healing through prayer and the 
sacraments.  For more information go to https://adw.org/the-way-
retreat/.  To register email mcdonald@adw.org or call Deborah 
McDonald at 301-853-4466. 

JANUARY 1, 2022 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
This is not a Holy Day of Obligation in 2022.  There will be  
no special Masses for the day.  The Vigil Mass on Saturday at 
5:00 p.m. will be for Sunday, January 2, Epiphany of the 
Lord. 

MASS FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN  

ON HIATUS UNTIL 2023 
On January 2, 2022, there will be no Mass for All God’s Chil-
dren at the 5 pm Sunday Mass, because of ongoing precau-
tions taken during the pandemic and the challenges in recruit-
ing ministers for the liturgy. We look forward to celebrating 
the Mass for All God’s Children, a liturgy in which we cele-
brate the gifts and contributions of people with special needs, 
in January 2023.  

PARISH LISTENING SESSIONS  

FOR ARCHDIOCESAN SYNOD  

TAKING PLACE IN JANUARY 
Our parish listening sessions for the archdiocesan synod are 
just around the corner! As Catholic parishes around the arch-
diocese meet on the topic of “For a Synodal Church: Com-
munion, Participation, and Mission,” our parish will convene 
an in-person listening session series and a virtual listening ses-
sion series in January 2022.  
 

Here are the dates for the in-person listening sessions:  

• Sunday, January 9: First Listening Session from 7:30-9 

 pm (location to be announced) Small Group topic: 
 The Fundamental Question. 

• Sunday, January 16: Second Listening Session from 

 7:30-9 pm (location to be announced) Small Group 
 topics: Listening, Speaking Out, and Sharing Res- 
 ponsibility for Our Common Mission and Sharing 

 Authority and Participation. 

• Sunday, January 23: Third Listening Session from 7:30-
 9 pm (location to be announced) Small Group topics: 
 Discerning and Deciding, Celebration, and Holy 

 Spirit. 
 

In addition, we will host a virtual parish listening session se-
ries over Zoom from 10-11:30 am on Saturday, January 8, and 
Saturday, January 15. Whether you plan to attend the in-

person or virtual listening session series, we ask you to sign 

up for the listening sessions on Flocknote starting Monday, 
December 27. We also ask that you make your best effort to 
attend all the sessions within a series, so your voice can be 
heard on all the discussion questions upon which we will re-
flect. Thank you!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE CLASS SCHEDULE AND  

THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 
There are NO Religious Education classes on the following 
days: 
 Sunday, Monday & Tuesday, December 26, 27 & 28 

Sunday, Monday, & Tuesday, January 2, 3 & 4  
 

Religious Education classes will resume on January 9, 10 & 
11 as follows: 
 

SUNDAY & MONDAY GROUP A ELEMENTARY 

CLASSES MEET JANUARY 9 & 10 

 

MONDAY & TUESDAY MIDDLE SCHOOL CLASSES 

MEET JANUARY 10 & 11 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION PREP DAY 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 8 

Children preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
for the first time will attend a day of preparation on Saturday, 
January 8 from 9:00 am - 12:30 pm in the Parish Center 
(Snow date: January 15). Please pray for these children who 
will receive this Sacrament on Saturday, January 22. 
 

SNOW/EMERGENCY CANCELLATION POLICY 
If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed, and if 
schools are dismissed early, Religious Education classes are 
also cancelled. This applies to Sunday classes as well if Mont-
gomery County Public Schools announces cancellation of 
weekend school activities. 
 
Cancellation announcements will be posted: 

• On the parish website: www.sfadw.org 

• On the St. Francis Parish Facebook page: “St. Francis of 

 Assisi Catholic Church” 
• On the Religious Education Office phone voicemail: 301-

258-9193. 
 

Whenever in doubt, please use your own judgment about local 
weather and driving conditions, and err on the side of safety 
when making decisions about bringing your child to class  

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 

We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 

http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 

Instagram: stjuderockville 
 

Dear St. Francis Families, 
 

The faculty and staff at St. Jude Regional Catholic School 
wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

Thank you for your donations to the St. Jude Scholarship 
fund.  We raised over $25,000 in the #IGIVECATHOLIC 
fundraiser. Because of your generosity many students will be 
able to continue or begin their Catholic education at St. Jude’s.  
Thank you again and know that you are in our daily school 
prayers.   
 

Enrollment for next year is now opened for all. We have lim-
ited space in PreK-8th grade.  ADW financial aid is opened for 
all new families and closes on February 18, 2022.  Please go 
to the St. Jude website https://www.stjuderockville.org/  to 
register, and to apply for financial aid.  As a student at St. 
Jude’s your child will receive an excellent education, and 
more importantly will grow closer to God and learn to love 
Him with all their heart, soul, and mind.  If you have any 
questions, please reach out to me. 
 

Join us on March 12th for our 80’s theme gala.  It will be a fun 
evening of music, food, and friends. More information will be 
available soon.   
 

Thank you again for your support and prayers.  
 

St. Jude Thaddeus… Pray for us.  
 

God Bless, 
 

Jeanne Donatelli 

Principal 
St. Jude Regional Catholic School 
4820 Walbridge St. Rockville, MD. 20853 

301-946-7888  

MOTHER OF GOD TEACHING POSITIONS OPEN 
Mother of God School is recruiting for three positions: a Pre-
Kindergarten instructional aide, a First Grade instructional 
aide, and a Long term substitute First Grade Teacher.  All po-
sitions are full-time. MOG School is an Independent Catholic 
PreK through 8th-grade school, affiliated with the Archdiocese 
of Washington. At Mother of God, faith is not an extra but an 
integral part of everything we do! Please contact the principal, 
Melissa Sloan, at principal@mogschool.com for more infor-
mation 

2021 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS  
To receive credit in 2021, your contributions must be dated 
December 31, 2021.  If you are mailing a contribution, it must 
be received in the parish Office on or before Monday, January 
3, 2022.  As a reminder, the parish statement of contributions 
will not include your FAITHDIRECT contributions.  You will 
receive a statement directly from FAITHDIRECT. 

 

Happy & Blessed New Year to All! 

Fr. John, Fr. William, Fr. Ted  

& the Parish Staff 
 

Parish Offices will be closed Friday,  

December 31. 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring or 
readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities.  A new opportunity:  join as an Online Member 
for $30 per year; go to www.kofc.org and click on “Join 
Us”.  If you wish you can join the Council later.  If interested 
in learning more, contact Gary Palmer (301-948-6494 or email 
gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

AMAZONSMILE ENABLES ST. FRANCIS  

TO INCREASE FUNDRAISING  

THROUGH ONLINE SHOPPING 
St. Francis parishioners can support our church whenever 
they’re shopping online at Amazon.com. St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church recently became a recipient of AmazonSmile, 
which enables the church to receive 0.5 percent of the price of 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases you make. Go to our Home 
Page, Give, Give Now and start shopping!   

PRAYERS FOR OUR SERVICE MEN/WOMEN 
Please continue to pray for all those parishioners, family mem-
bers and friends who are serving in the military services.  We 
have a prayer list posted in the Gathering Space for those who 
are serving in these areas.  Please help us to keep it current by 
letting us know of any parishioner who is currently deployed 
so we can add them, and also those who have returned so that 
we can remove their names.  Please continue to keep all of our 
military personnel in your prayers. 

SUNDAY TV MASS 
The TV Mass airs every Sunday at 10:30 am - 11:00 am on 
WDCW-50.  Use the chart below to determine the channel on 
your television: 
 

 TV Provider         Channel 
Antenna/no cable   50 
Comcast 
 DC & Montgomery  23 
 PG & Southern MD    3 
Dish or Direct TV   50 
Cox 
 Northern VA     3 
 Fredericksburg   15 
RCN     15 
Verizon       3 
 

The Mass is also available to watch online on the National 
Shrine’s YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/user/
marysshrine. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #2323 

FRIDAY FAMILY NIGHT 

JANUARY 7, 2022 

6:00-9:00 PM 
Please join us for our 3rd Monthly Family Night with Families 
from St. Mary’s, St. Martin of Tours and St. Francis of Assisi 
Parishes.  We will be serving Pizza, Salad, Dessert and Bever-
ages. There will be Games & Arts and Crafts - New this 
month, we will have a piano for anyone who can play (or not 
play). The Council will be celebrating this year's winners of 
the Keep Christ In Christmas Poster contest. Come together as 
families and enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship - No 
Cooking or Cleanup! Admission: Adults - $10, Children - $5, 
Maximum per Family cost - $25 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 

ROCKVILLE 
Experienced Custodian needed for St. Mary’s School 600 
Veirs Mill Rd. Rockville, MD. Monday-Friday, 7:00 am -3:30 
pm, 40 hours weekly with benefits. Please call for more infor-
mation at 301-424-5550 between 9:30 am and 2pm and ask for 
Kevin. Send resume and references to stmaryrock-
villekd@yahoo.com. or fax to 301-424-5579. 

2022 YOUTH RALLY & MASS FOR LIFE UPDATE 
Throughout the past several months, we have been planning an 
in-person Youth Rally and Mass for Life at Capital One Arena 
on January 21, 2022. Tickets for this event opened on October 
15. At this point in time, fewer than 6,000 tickets have been 
requested/sold. ADW parishes and schools have reserved ap-
proximately 1,250 tickets. By comparison, in past years, all 
19,000 tickets were gone within a few hours of opening regis-
tration.  In order to promote stewardship of diocesan funds and 
honor safety concerns related to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Office of Life Issues and the Catholic Youth Organization will 
be moving the 2022 Youth Rally and Mass for Life. We will 
host a live event in the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apos-

tle, open only to youth participants and chaperones from 

the Archdiocese of Washington. We hope that this ADW 
Rally and Mass for Life will be as lively and educational as 
our past events, while also providing a more personal and en-
gaging experience for our young people. The Youth Rally and 
Mass for Life will be live streamed for viewers who are out-
side of the Archdiocese of Washington. Please watch the bul-
letin for additional information. 

NIGHTLY ROSARY 
If you would welcome a time-out from your busy schedule, 
come join us in prayer. Since September 2018, the Council of 
Catholic Women (CCW) has been hosting a nightly Rosary 
call for the healing of the Church. We also pray for healing 
from the COVID pandemic and for callers’ personal inten-
tions. All (men, women, children, non-CCW members) are 
welcome to join us any night of the week or every night of the 
week. How often is up to you. How about once a month on 
your birthdate? Please join us at 8:00 p.m. as we read medita-
tions on the Rosary’s mysteries and pray together. Remember, 
in prayer we are never alone. Call 605-468-8016, code 
357090# 8:00 p.m., 7 days a week. 



YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED 
Domestic violence refers to a pattern of violent and coercive 
behavior by one adult over another in an intimate relationship. 
It can consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of 
abuse, including threats and control. If you experience any 
form of abuse, please know that there is help. Call the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. For additional 
information or to learn more about domestic violence, please 
visit www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PROVIDE  

SERVICES TO AFGHAN REFUGEES 
Catholic Charities of Washington DC is helping to solicit vol-
unteers for the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) to provide services for newly arrived Afghan refu-
gees. Volunteers would be helping with a children’s Recrea-
tional Day Program and Conversational English classes. Ap-
proximately 120 adults and 80 children, under the age of 
10, will be served at one location in Bethesda. The USCCB 
is looking for volunteers who can consistently provide at least 
one full day of service each week until approximately March 
2022. The programs will operate seven days per week. Volun-
teers will receive remuneration for parking and meals, and 
there is a potential opportunity for paid positions. Completion 
of the Protecting God’s Children course is pre-
ferred.  All adult Afghan guests are fully vaccinated, and all 
volunteers must be fully vaccinated. All persons inside the 
facility will wear masks throughout their time of service. For 
more information, e-mail volunteers@usccb.org.  

ARE YOU COMFORTABLE USING TURBO TAX? 
If yes, Catholic Charities needs you! Next February, the 
Catholic Charities’ Tax Clinic will open its doors for the 6th 
tax season at Catholic University. The goal of the Tax Clinic is 
to help low-income families maximize their tax refund. The 
Tax Clinic makes sure these families claim every tax benefit 
they are entitled to (e.g., child tax credits, child care credits, 
economic stimulus payments, and earned income credits).  
Volunteer tax preparers are supported by Catholic Charities 
staff, experienced volunteers, and lawyers from the Catholic 
University Columbus School of Law who provide training in 
January. If you are interested in helping these families prepare 
their tax returns, please reach out to Deacon Jim Shanahan at 
Catholic Charities (email: jim.shanahan@cc-dc.org or phone: 
202-262-1419). 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
The St. Elizabeth Bereavement Ministry will offer a support 
group series for adults who have experienced the death of a par-
ent, spouse, or significant other. The sessions will run on seven 
consecutive Thursday evenings January 6 - February 17, 2022, 
from 7:00 - 8:30 PM. The sessions will be run virtually using the 
Zoom platform. Registration is required. To register contact Dea-
con Kevin Byrne (301-279-5962) or Claudia McAuliffe (301-
881-1457). St. Elizabeth Church - 917 Montrose Rd - Rockville 
MD 

FOR SINGLE CATHOLICS 
22nd Annual Epiphany Party at St. Raphael Church, 1513 
Dunster Road, Rockville, Saturday, January 8 starting at 7:00 
p.m.  Includes delicious Ledo’s Lasagna dinner, Salsa dance 
lessons, complementary wine and beer, DJ and more.  Send 
$21 check donation by December 28 to SCS Epiphany Party, 
St. Raphael, 1590 Kimblewick Road, Rockville MD  20854. 
OR $23 by credit card at https://www.paypal.com/biz/fund?
id=AJLD5F4VY43NE; ($27 cash, card or check at the door).  
For more information please call 240-426-5589. 

UPCOMING RETREATS 

OUR LADY OF BETHESDA RETREAT CENTER 

7007 BRADLEY BLVD., BETHESDA MD 
 

Leading with the Heart of a Man: January 6 & February 3 
A new series of Monthly Reflections for Men that will high-
light everyday tips for transforming your relationship with 
God and your Family. Each evening includes: Mass, dinner, 
directed meditation, a practical talk, and time for personal re-
flection plus the opportunity for Confession.  Cost is $20 per 
person, per session. Advance Registration is required. SERIES 
REGISTRATION: For a limited time, register for all 3 reflec-
tions for only $45 per person. Visit our website for more de-
tails and to register www.ourladyofbethesda.org.  Hosted by 
the Men of Regnum Christi. 
 

Praying with the Heart of A Woman: January 26 & 27 
A Mini-Retreat in January. Each Mini-Retreat (evening 6:00-9:00 
pm or morning 9:30 am - 12 Noon) includes: Mass, adoration, 
directed meditation, a practical talk, and time for personal reflec-
tion, and a meal. Cost is $20 per person. Advance Registration is 
required. Babysitting will be available for the Morning Mini-
R e t r e a t .  V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  t o  r e g i s -
ter www.ourladyofbethesda.org.  Hosted by the Women of 
Regnum Christi.  

ONLINE GIVING THROUGH FAITH DIRECT 
Throughout the Christmas season, people in need right here in 
our community turn to St. Francis of Assisi for warm meals, 
comfort, and shelter during the holidays. We must be there for 
them and share Christ’s love. To do that, we need your help. 
Your generous online donations are needed now to help sus-
tain Christmas ministries that reflect the promise of God’s 
love. COVID-19 and news of its variants continue to cause 
upheaval and uncertainty, giving our ministries added impor-
tance. Your kindness will help families all around us.  We 
prayerfully request that you consider signing up for eGiving 
from your computer, Smartphone or tablet. You can set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today by 
visiting faith.direct/MD110. Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish family. 
 

God Bless You, 
Fr. John 


