
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 

 
 

January 3 - January9, 2022 
 

Monday, 1/3 9:00 a.m. Serge Triau 
Tuesday, 1/4 9:00 a.m. Alexander O’Connor 
Wednesday, 1/5      9:00 a.m.  Msgr. Robert Cary Hill 
        7:30 p.m.  Padre Luis Rodriguez 
Thursday, 1/6       9:00 a.m. Teresita Marchany Vda. De 
     Almodovar 
Friday, 1/7  5:00 p.m. Barbara Lynn Beall 
  7:30 p.m. Homebound Parishioners (L) 
Saturday, 1/8  5:00 p.m. Heidi Titus 
Sunday, 1/9  8:00 a.m. David O’Connor 
  9:30 a.m. Maria Relunia 

  11:15 a.m. Pro populo 
  5:00 p.m. Nana Puelma 

Please pray for the sick…Lorri, Kyle & Madelyn Anessi, Karen 
Mason, David Falzarano, Joanna Dudek, Fr. Joseph Mindling, 
Jeanette Davidson, Fr. Francis Russo, Debra Price, Barbara 
Schmidt, Mary Cutting, Angelica Santos, Jackie Komlo, Allison 
Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, Bob Jones, William Komlo, 
Sandra Kimball, Ed Dudenhoeffer, Jackie Roebuck King, Jeni 
Stepanek. (Names will remain on this list for four consecutive weeks, 

but can be repeated by calling the Office.) 

Readings for the Week of  January 2, 2022 
 

Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf.11]/
  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday:  1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-17, 
  23-25 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday:  1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday:  1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/ 
  Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday:   1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 
  Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday:  1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b/
  Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/ 
  Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 or, Is 40:1-5, 
  9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 [1]/
  Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
 

The 55th World Peace Day was celebrated yesterday.  Pope 
Saint Paul VI instituted the World Peace Day, which is cele-
brated on January 1, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.  
It has become the custom of the Holy Father to provide a mes-
sage for this occasion that is sent to foreign ministers around 
the world. In the message for this year Pope Francis states that 
he wants to promote a dialogue between generations, educa-
tion, and work because there are tools for building lasting 
peace.  Pope Francis would like to see a new alliance between 
the young and the elderly to address the problems of isolation 
and self-absorption heightened by the corona virus pandemic.  
Pope Francis notes that the wisdom and experience of the eld-
erly is needed by young people.  At the same time the young 
can provide support, affection, creativity, and their dynamism 
to our senior citizens.  He would also like to see a “hearty 
politics” become the driving force of a new dialog between 
generations.   
 

Pope Francis is sad to see the tendency to see education and 
training considered as expenditures instead of as investments 
because they should be the primary means of promoting inte-
gral human development.  Indeed, investment in education 
could help young people take their rightful place in the labor 
market and build a more habitable and beautiful world through 
their work.  In addition to greater investment in education 
Pope Francis would like to see the promotion of a “culture of 
care.” This could become a common language that could 
break down barriers and build bridges. 
 

Pope Francis acknowledged that COVID-19 has made it more 
difficult for young people to find stable employment. On this 
point he noted that “Millions of economic and productive ac-
tivities have failed; short-term workers are increasingly vul-
nerable: many of those who provide essential services have an 
even lower public and political profile, and in many cases, 
distance learning has led to a deficit in learning and delays in 
completing programs of study.” 
 

Pope Francis is also troubled by the bleak prospects faced by 
young people entering the job market and recently unem-
ployed adults and the exposure of migrant workers to various 
forms of slavery with no system of welfare to protect them.  
The Holy Father observed that only one in three people work-
ing today “enjoys a system of social protection, or benefits 
from it only in limited ways,” while violence and organized 
crime are on the rise in many places. “The only answer to this 
is an expansion of dignified employment opportunities,” Pope 
Francis stated.  He believes that labor is the foundation on 
which to build justice and solidarity in every community. 
 

 

Continued in the column to the right…….. 

+ In Memoriam Aeternam + 

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of 
Sally Heaney, Ryan Rosario, son of Hercules & Rebecca 
Rosario, Edward Hanner, father of Ann Manyin. 

Sally Heaney:  We regret to announce the passing of a beloved 
former parishioner, Sally Heaney.  She was a member of St. 
Francis for almost 40 years before retiring to Delaware with her 
husband Bob.  Sally served as a Religious Ed Catechist, helped to 
run the Spirit Tree, was Co-Chair for our Holiday Bazaar and 
always volunteered whenever help was needed.  Sally’s funeral 
was on December 29, St. Edmond’s Catholic Church, Rehoboth 
Beach, Delaware. 



January 2, 2022 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

How do I use both reason and faith to find my 

way to Jesus? 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR continued 
 

Pope Francis believes that the freedom of initiatives of an en-
trepreneurial nature needs to be ensured and supported.  But at 
the same time, efforts need to be made to encourage a renewed 
sense of social responsibility so that profit will not be the sole 
criterion that guides these entrepreneurial initiatives.  He 
hopes that all Catholic workers and entrepreneurs to strive for 
“a fair balance between economic freedom and social justice,” 
drawing on the “sure guidelines” found in the social doctrine 
of the Church. 
 

The Pope finished his message in the following manner, “To 
government leaders and to all those charged with political and 
social responsibilities, to priests and pastoral workers, and to 
all men and women of goodwill, I make this appeal: let us 
walk together with courage and creativity on the path of inter-
generational dialogue, education, and work.” 
 

Until next week, 
Fr. John 

PARISH LISTENING SESSIONS  

FOR ARCHDIOCESAN SYNOD  

TAKING PLACE THIS MONTH 
Our parish listening sessions for the archdiocesan synod are 
just around the corner! As Catholic parishes around the arch-
diocese meet on the topic of “For a Synodal Church: Com-
munion, Participation, and Mission,” our parish will convene 
an in-person listening session series and a virtual listening 
session series in January 2022.  
 

Here are the dates for the in-person listening sessions:  

• Sunday, January 9: First Listening Session from 7:30-9 

 pm (location to be announced) Small Group topic: 
 The Fundamental Question. 

• Sunday, January 16: Second Listening Session from 

 7:30-9 pm (location to be announced) Small Group 
 topics: Listening, Speaking Out, and Sharing Res- 
 ponsibility for Our Common Mission and Sharing 

 Authority and Participation. 

• Sunday, January 23: Third Listening Session from 7:30-
 9 pm (location to be announced) Small Group topics: 
 Discerning and Deciding, Celebration, and Holy 

 Spirit. 
 

In addition, we will host a virtual parish listening session se-
ries over Zoom from 10-11:30 am on Saturday, January 8, 
Saturday, January 15 January 29. Whether you plan to at-

tend the in-person or virtual listening session series, we 

ask you to sign up for the listening sessions on Flocknote at 
https://sfaderwood.flocknote.com/signup/77992. We also ask 
that you make your best effort to attend all the sessions within 
a series, so your voice can be heard on all the discussion ques-
tions upon which we will reflect. For more information, con-
tact the Parish Office at (301) 840-1407.  

SPIRIT TREE DONATIONS REFLECT  

GENEROSITY OF PARISHIONERS 
St. Francis of Assisi parishioners were very generous in sup-
porting the Spirit Tree Gift Project, which helps families in 
need seeking help from the Assumption Parish/Pope Francis 
Center in Washington DC during the Advent season. The par-
ish collected more than $9,000 in gift cards for the Spirit Tree 
project, which were sent and received by staff at the Pope 
Francis Center. Mildred Brown, the onsite coordinator for the 
gift cards at the Pope Francis Center, said “so many people 

were happy to know they could do their own shopping. St. 

Francis brought a lot of smiles and happy tears today.” Thank 
you for your support of our brothers and sisters at Assumption 
Parish! 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS RESULTS 
Thank you all so much for your generous support!  We col-
lected $11,750 in donations to help our brothers and sisters 
locally, in Haiti, and throughout the world.  

CATHOLIC CHARITIES COAT DRIVE 

 ON JANUARY 8/9 AND 15/16 
It’s time to clean out your closets for gently used coats and 
outerwear! On January 8/9 and 15/16, the parish Social Con-
cerns Ministry will be collecting gently used coats, jackets, 
hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, and outerwear for Catholic 
Charities. Please deposit your winter outerwear in good condi-
tion in the marked receptacle in the Gathering Space outside of 
the St. Clare Room; all donations will be picked up on January 
21, 2022. Thank you for your generosity to people in need 
served by Catholic Charities! For more information, please 
contact Director of Social Concerns and Adult Faith Formation 
Tony Bosnick at abosnick@sfadw.org.  

ISSUES OF CONCERN TO CATHOLICS TO COME 

BEFORE THE MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
When the Maryland General Assembly convenes for the legis-
lative session on January 12, 2022, state legislators will likely 
consider a host of issues important to Catholics, including end-
of-life issues and care of people in need. It will be a challeng-
ing year, and as Catholics, we will need to make our voices 
heard in the public square. Please sign up for the Catholic Ad-
vocacy Network at https://www.mdcatholic.org/joincan, which 
provides Maryland Catholics with news, action alerts and up-
dates about measures in consideration. For more information, 
please contact Director of Social Concerns and Adult Faith 
Formation Tony Bosnick at abosnick@sfadw.org.  

TECHNICIANS TO WORK WITH PERSONS WITH 

SPECIAL NEEDS NEEDED 
Do you have a heart for persons with special needs? You can 
make a difference in the lives of children and youth with spe-
cial needs and their families. Join our team and build treasures 
for heaven!  ACCESS ABILITY MED CARE.  Please call 
(301) 774-2995 or send your resume to http://
www.AccessAbilityMedCare.com.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE CLASS SCHEDULE AND  

THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 
There are NO Religious Education classes on Sunday, Mon-
day, and Tuesday, January 2, 3 & 4. Religious Education 
classes will resume on January 9, 10 & 11 as follows: 
 

SUNDAY & MONDAY GROUP A ELEMENTARY 

CLASSES MEET JANUARY 9 & 10 
 

MONDAY & TUESDAY MIDDLE SCHOOL CLASSES 

MEET JANUARY 10 & 11 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION PREP DAY 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8 
Children preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
for the first time will attend a day of preparation on Saturday, 
January 8 from 9:00 am - 12:30 pm in the Parish Center 
(Snow date: January 15). Please pray for these children who 
will receive this Sacrament on Saturday, January 22. 
 

PARENT MEETING FOR HOMESCHOOL OPTION RE  
Our Online Parent Meeting: Unit 3 Overview for families 
sharing in this year’s homeschool religious education program 
will be from 1-2 pm on Sunday, January 9. Families registered 
for the Homeschool option will receive an email with link to 
join.  
 

CATECHESIS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
Our parish offers catechetical sessions specifically designed 
for children and youth with special needs and their families. 
Our class meets online next Sunday, January 9 from 3:30-4:30 
pm. If you would like to learn more about these sessions, 
please call Susan Anderson, Director of Religious Education, 
at 301-258-9193.  
 

SNOW/EMERGENCY CANCELLATION POLICY 
If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed, and if 
schools are dismissed early, Religious Education classes are 
also cancelled. This applies to Sunday classes as well if Mont-
gomery County Public Schools announces cancellation of 
weekend school activities. 
 

Cancellation announcements will be posted: 

• On the parish website: www.sfadw.org 

• On the St. Francis Parish Facebook page: “St. Francis of 
 Assisi Catholic Church” 

• On the Religious Education Office phone voicemail: 301-
258-9193. 

 

Whenever in doubt, please use your own judgment about local 
weather and driving conditions, and err on the side of safety 
when making decisions about bringing your child to class  

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 

We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 

http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 

Instagram: stjuderockville 
 

 

ST. JUDE REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

 ENROLLMENT IS OPEN  

FOR THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR  

Applications will be taken on a first come first serve ba-
sis.  Please register by following the links on our school website 
at www.stjuderockville.org. Go to Admission, Apply Now, En-
rollment: TADS: Online Registration and Enrollment.   

 

 SJRCS OPEN HOUSE 
We would love to share the story of our school with 

you. Attend St. Jude Regional Catholic School Open House to 
see our wonderful teachers in action and experience our welcom-
ing community first-hand.  
 

Join us for our Open House on: 
Wednesday, February 2, 2022 

9:00-11:30 AM 
6:00-8:00 PM 

 

SJRCS NEW GALA DATE IS MACH 12, 2022 
It will be a fun evening of music, food, and friends! We will have 
a live band, and two huge tents outside the Thaddeus room doors 
with sides, floor, lights, and heat.  Monies raised will build stor-
age cabinets for PreK-4th grades, and upgrades for the faculty 
room and the faculty bathroom.  

 

May God bless your family 
with prosperity, good health and happiness  

in the New Year. 
Happy New Year to you! 

MOTHER OF GOD TEACHING POSITIONS OPEN 
Mother of God School is recruiting for three positions: a Pre-
Kindergarten instructional aide, a First Grade instructional 
aide, and a Long term substitute First Grade Teacher.  All po-
sitions are full-time. MOG School is an Independent Catholic 
PreK through 8th-grade school, affiliated with the Archdiocese 
of Washington. At Mother of God, faith is not an extra but an 
integral part of everything we do! Please contact the principal, 
Melissa Sloan, at principal@mogschool.com for more infor-
mation 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 

ROCKVILLE 
Experienced Custodian needed for St. Mary’s School 600 
Veirs Mill Rd. Rockville, MD. Monday-Friday, 7:00 am -3:30 
pm, 40 hours weekly with benefits. Please call for more infor-
mation at 301-424-5550 between 9:30 am and 2pm and ask for 
Kevin. Send resume and references to stmaryrock-
villekd@yahoo.com. or fax to 301-424-5579. 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring or 
readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities.  A new opportunity:  join as an Online Member 
for $30 per year; go to www.kofc.org and click on “Join 
Us”.  If you wish you can join the Council later.  If interested 
in learning more, contact Gary Palmer (301-948-6494 or email 
gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

AMAZONSMILE ENABLES ST. FRANCIS  

TO INCREASE FUNDRAISING  

THROUGH ONLINE SHOPPING 
St. Francis parishioners can support our church whenever 
they’re shopping online at Amazon.com. St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church recently became a recipient of AmazonSmile, 
which enables the church to receive 0.5 percent of the price of 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases you make. Go to our Home 
Page, Give, Give Now and start shopping!   

PRAYERS FOR OUR SERVICE MEN/WOMEN 
Please continue to pray for all those parishioners, family mem-
bers and friends who are serving in the military services.  We 
have a prayer list posted in the Gathering Space for those who 
are serving in these areas.  Please help us to keep it current by 
letting us know of any parishioner who is currently deployed 
so we can add them, and also those who have returned so that 
we can remove their names.  Please continue to keep all of our 
military personnel in your prayers. 

SUNDAY TV MASS 
The TV Mass airs every Sunday at 10:30 am - 11:00 am on 
WDCW-50.  Use the chart below to determine the channel on 
your television: 
 

 TV Provider         Channel 
Antenna/no cable   50 
Comcast 
 DC & Montgomery  23 
 PG & Southern MD    3 
Dish or Direct TV   50 
Cox 
 Northern VA     3 
 Fredericksburg   15 
RCN     15 
Verizon       3 
 

The Mass is also available to watch online on the National 
Shrine’s YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/user/
marysshrine. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #2323 

FRIDAY FAMILY NIGHT 

JANUARY 7, 2022 

6:00-9:00 PM 
Please join us for our 3rd Monthly Family Night with Families 
from St. Mary’s, St. Martin of Tours and St. Francis of Assisi 
Parishes.  We will be serving Pizza, Salad, Dessert and Bever-
ages. There will be Games & Arts and Crafts - New this 
month, we will have a piano for anyone who can play (or not 
play). The Council will be celebrating this year's winners of 
the Keep Christ In Christmas Poster contest. Come together as 
families and enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship - No 
Cooking or Cleanup! Admission: Adults - $10, Children - $5, 
Maximum per Family cost - $25 

YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED 
Domestic violence refers to a pattern of violent and coercive 
behavior by one adult over another in an intimate relationship. 
It can consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of 
abuse, including threats and control. If you experience any 
form of abuse, please know that there is help. Call the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. For additional 
information or to learn more about domestic violence, please 
visit www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
The St. Elizabeth Bereavement Ministry will offer a support 
group series for adults who have experienced the death of a par-
ent, spouse, or significant other. The sessions will run on seven 
consecutive Thursday evenings January 6 - February 17, 2022, 
from 7:00 - 8:30 PM. The sessions will be run virtually using the 
Zoom platform. Registration is required. To register contact Dea-
con Kevin Byrne (301-279-5962) or Claudia McAuliffe (301-
881-1457). St. Elizabeth Church - 917 Montrose Rd - Rockville 
MD 

ARCHDIOCESAN WOMEN’S RETREAT  

FOR SURVIVORS 
As the Church continues to minister to all survivors of abuse, the 
Archdiocese of Washington is sponsored a retreat for survi-
vors.  The Archdiocese will offer a women’s retreat on February 
18-20, 2022. This retreat is an occasion for survivors to reflect on 
God’s plan for their lives and for healing through prayer and the 
sacraments.  For more information go to https://adw.org/the-way-
retreat/.  To register email mcdonald@adw.org or call Deborah 
McDonald at 301-853-4466. 

NIGHTLY ROSARY 
If you would welcome a time-out from your busy schedule, 
come join us in prayer. Since September 2018, the Council of 
Catholic Women (CCW) has been hosting a nightly Rosary 
call for the healing of the Church. We also pray for healing 
from the COVID pandemic and for callers’ personal inten-
tions. All (men, women, children, non-CCW members) are 
welcome to join us any night of the week or every night of the 
week. How often is up to you. How about once a month on 
your birthdate? Please join us at 8:00 p.m. as we read medita-
tions on the Rosary’s mysteries and pray together. Remember, 
in prayer we are never alone. Call 605-468-8016, code 
357090# 8:00 p.m., 7 days a week. 



RECOMMENDED READING LIST FROM AD-HOC 

COMMITTEE ON RACISM 
The Ad-hoc Committee on Racism has curated a list of 19 

books dealing with racism (four religious and 15 secular) to 

recommend reading to our fellow parishioners. We are break-
ing the list down into smaller lists of four to five books, so 
when you are finished with the first few books, the committee 
will share the second set of titles. Mary Jordan, a member of 
the racism committee, has offered to lead a discussion on book 
#1 (refer to list below) at 7:15 pm on February 2, 2022. If you 
would like to participate in this discussion, please contact her 
at marywjordan17@gmail.com. If you choose to read the 
books on your own, then let us know when you are ready for 
the next list of recommended books. 
 

LIST #1 
1) The Spiritual Work of Racial Justice: A Month of Medi ta-

tions with Ignatius of Loyola, by Patrick Saint-Jean, 
 S.J. 

2) So you want to talk about race, by Ijeoma Oluo 
3) The Church and the Racial Divide:  Reflections of an Afri-

can American Catholic Bishop, by Bishop Edward K. 
Braxto 

4) Stamped, by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi  
 

REVIEWS FROM AMAZON: 
1)“The Spiritual Work of Racial Justice is a meaningful and prac-
tical resource for our times. Through Ignatian Spiritual Exercises, 
Patrick Saint-Jean, S.J. offers an opportunity to continue the pur-
suit of racial justice as a necessary component of faith. Each 
meditation includes relevant history and grounded spiritual prac-
tices. The book is refreshing and accessible to all."—Barbara 
Holmes, author of Joy Unspeakable: Contemplative Practices of 

the Black Church and Liberation and the Cosmos 
 https://www.amazon.com/Spiritual-Work-Racial- Justice-
Meditations/dp/1625248369 
 
2) “Oluo is out to help put words to action, which at this day and 
age, might be exactly what we need."―Forbes        https://
www.amazon.com/You-Want-Talk-About-Race/dp/1580058825/ 

 

3) “The only Catholic bishop who has consistently written on 
race matters, Bishop Braxton begins this timely book with a prob-
ing personal introduction in which he describes his family's his-
tory and his experience as an African American that he brought to 
his ministry as a Catholic priest and bishop. In speeches, homi-
lies, and pastoral letters—in some cases prompted by police 
shootings and the Black Lives Matter movement—he lays out a 
vision of healing for the church and the nation, informed by a 
quest for conversion, justice, and reconciliation.”  Amazon sum-
mary https://www.amazon.com/Church-Racial-Divide-
Reflections-American/dp/1626984069/ 
 
4) "An intricate look at the history of race in the U.S., arguing 
that many well-meaning American progressives inadvertently 
operate on belief systems tinged with a racist heritage."―TIME    

https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Beginning-Definitive-
History-National/dp/1568585985/ 

FOR SINGLE CATHOLICS 
22nd Annual Epiphany Party at St. Raphael Church, 1513 
Dunster Road, Rockville, Saturday, January 8 starting at 7:00 
p.m.  Includes delicious Ledo’s Lasagna dinner, Salsa dance 
lessons, complementary wine and beer, DJ and more.  Send 
$21 check donation by December 28 to SCS Epiphany Party, 
St. Raphael, 1590 Kimblewick Road, Rockville MD  20854. 
OR $23 by credit card at https://www.paypal.com/biz/fund?
id=AJLD5F4VY43NE; ($27 cash, card or check at the door).  
For more information please call 240-426-5589. 

UPCOMING RETREATS 

OUR LADY OF BETHESDA RETREAT CENTER 

7007 BRADLEY BLVD., BETHESDA MD 
 

Leading with the Heart of a Man: January 6 & February 3 
A new series of Monthly Reflections for Men that will high-
light everyday tips for transforming your relationship with 
God and your Family. Each evening includes: Mass, dinner, 
directed meditation, a practical talk, and time for personal re-
flection plus the opportunity for Confession.  Cost is $20 per 
person, per session. Advance Registration is required. SERIES 
REGISTRATION: For a limited time, register for all 3 reflec-
tions for only $45 per person. Visit our website for more de-
tails and to register www.ourladyofbethesda.org.  Hosted by 
the Men of Regnum Christi. 
 

Praying with the Heart of A Woman: January 26 & 27 
A Mini-Retreat in January. Each Mini-Retreat (evening 6:00-9:00 
pm or morning 9:30 am - 12 Noon) includes: Mass, adoration, 
directed meditation, a practical talk, and time for personal reflec-
tion, and a meal. Cost is $20 per person. Advance Registration is 
required. Babysitting will be available for the Morning Mini-
R e t r e a t .  V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  t o  r e g i s -
ter www.ourladyofbethesda.org.  Hosted by the Women of 
Regnum Christi.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PROVIDE  

SERVICES TO AFGHAN REFUGEES 
Catholic Charities of Washington DC is helping to solicit vol-
unteers for the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) to provide services for newly arrived Afghan refu-
gees. Volunteers would be helping with a children’s Recrea-
tional Day Program and Conversational English classes. Ap-
proximately 120 adults and 80 children, under the age of 
10, will be served at one location in Bethesda. The USCCB 
is looking for volunteers who can consistently provide at least 
one full day of service each week until approximately March 
2022. The programs will operate seven days per week. Volun-
teers will receive remuneration for parking and meals, and 
there is a potential opportunity for paid positions. Completion 
of the Protecting God’s Children course is pre-
ferred.  All adult Afghan guests are fully vaccinated, and all 
volunteers must be fully vaccinated. All persons inside the 
facility will wear masks throughout their time of service. For 
more information, e-mail volunteers@usccb.org 


