
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 

 
 

February 14 - February 20, 2022 
 

Monday, 2/14 9:00 a.m. Don Smith 

Tuesday, 2/15 9:00 a.m. Sandy Swandic 
Wednesday, 2/16      9:00 a.m.  Gaby & Rod O’Connor 
        7:30 p.m.  Jackie Komlo 
Thursday, 2/17       9:00 a.m. Wilfred Brailsford 

Friday, 2/18  9:00 a.m. Joseph & Mary Polosky 
Saturday, 2/19  5:00 p.m. Patsy & Stella Battista 
Sunday, 2/20  8:00 a.m. Carl Rubbo, Sr. 
  9:30 a.m. Sister of Agnes Nagadya 

  11:15 a.m. Pro populo 
  5:00 p.m. Marilyn Henderson 

Please pray for the sick…Peggy Corner, Maria Joseph, Maria 
Espinosa, David Burnett, Lauri Frashure, Fred Kolberg, Jeanette 
Price, James McGuire, Debra Price, Barbara Schmidt, Mary Cut-
ting, Angelica Santos, Allison Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, 
Bob Jones, William Komlo, Sandra Kimball, Ed Dudenhoeffer, 
Jackie Roebuck King, Jeni Stepanek. (Names will remain on this list 

for four consecutive weeks, but can be repeated by calling the Office.) 

 

Readings for the Week of  February 13, 2022 
 

Sunday:  Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6 [40:5a]/1 Cor 15:12, 
  16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26 
Monday:  Jas 1:1-11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76/ 
  Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday:  Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19/ 
  Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday:  Jas 1:19-27/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Mk 8:22-26 
Thursday:  Jas 2:1-9/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 8:27-33 
Friday:   Jas 2:14-24, 26/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/ 
  Mk 8:34—9:1 
Saturday:  Jas 3:1-10/Ps 12:2-3, 4-5, 7-8/Mk 9:2-13 
Next Sunday:  1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 
  8, 10, 12-13 [8a]/1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38 

 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

The turning of the calendar to February means Lent is 
just around the corner. This also means it is the time of 
year when I will again ask you to make a gift to the 
Annual Appeal in support of the many charitable 
works of our Archdiocese. 
 

You have been generous in providing for our parish 
needs. Your support of the Annual Appeal is in many 
ways an extension of your parish support. It is a criti-
cal source of funding for everything from seminarian 
formation to life and family ministries to pastoral and 
social outreach, all of which directly or indirectly im-
pacts our parish and local community. 
 

At the same time that the Annual Appeal strengthens 
our parish life, it also unifies us as the Church of 
Washington in caring for the spiritual and other needs 
of those beyond our parish boundaries and even out-
side our Catholic faith. We are able to accomplish to-
gether what we could not do on our own. 
 

Your gift will be credited towards our 2022 Annual 
Appeal parish goal of $135,000. I am pleased to in-
form you that starting this year, 50% of Annual Ap-
peal funds raised over our parish goal will be returned 
to the parish to enrich our parish ministry life.  
 

As in every year, 100% of your gift to the Annual Ap-
peal will be restricted to the ministries that are a part 
of the Annual Appeal and will not be used for any 
other purpose. Learn more about the 2022 Annual Ap-
peal at appeal.adw.org. 
 

Thank you in advance for your prayerful commitment 
to the 2022 Annual Appeal. Your steadfast generosity 
during this time of hardship is not only a source of in-
spiration for me but also a force for good. 
 

I pray that God will continue to bless you and bring 
you peace and joy. 
 

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

Fr. John 

+ In Memoriam Aeternam + 

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of 
William Flanery, husband of Patricia Flanery, Jack Ferraro, 
husband of Maureen Ferraro, Deacon Richard Mattocks, 
Archdiocese of Washington, Mary Jane Lucas, Benedict 
Muwonge, brother of Agnes Nagadya. 



February 13, 2022 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
What part of my life am I complacent about? How 

do the Beatitudes call me to change? 

SIGN-UP SOON FOR A LENTEN SMALL GROUP 

OPPORTUNITY 
Are you interested in deepening your faith with like-minded 
truth seekers this Lent? During the Lenten season, St. Francis 
parishioners will have an opportunity to take part in two small 
group options to deepen their spirituality during this solemn 
season:  

• Dante’s “The Divine Comedy” (at the recommen-
dation of Pope Francis) 

• A Scripture study based on the “Live Lent!” re-
source from RENEW, International  

The Adult Faith Formation Ministry invites people who would 
be interested in leading, hosting and participating in a Lenten 
Small Group to contact Tony Bosnick, director of Adult Faith 
Formation and Social Concerns, at abosnick@sfadw.org. The 
discussion groups would likely meet over Zoom and could use 
one of the parish’s Zoom accounts to convene their small 
group.  

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT NOW 

 TO HAVE YOUR PICTURE TAKEN   

FOR THE PARISH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 
During our 50th anniversary year, our parish is updating its 
pictorial directory to help parishioners better recognize each 
other at church and in the community. Please make an ap-
pointment to have a professional photographer take a picture 
of you or your family for the directory on either March 22 or 
23 in the Rectory or on April 27 or 28 in the Parish Center by 
signing up at https://instant-scheduling.com/sch.php?
kn=3534502&typId=64035&step=2.  
 

Each household that is photographed will receive one copy of 
the directory and a free 8” x 11” photo of their household. The 
photos can also be ordered for personal use right after your 
photo is taken.  
 

Learn more information about having your photo taken at 
https://www.sfadw.org/50th-anniversary-picture-directory. 
The pictorial directory will not be complete without you and 
your family. For more information or if you need help signing 
up for your appointment, contact the Parish Office at (301) 
840-1407.    

SPRING 40 DAYS FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN 

 COINCIDES WITH LENTEN SEASON 
Save the date for the Spring 40 Days for Life Campaign, 
which will happen March 2 - April 10 during the Lenten sea-
son. Please follow news and updates through the 40 Days for 
Life campaign web site at www.40DaysforLife.com/
Rockville. Our Respect Life Ministry will soon choose a date 
during the campaign on which St. Francis of Assisi parishion-
ers are encouraged to pray for the unborn along the sidewalk 
of Jackson Place in Rockville, where an abortion facility is 
located. For more information, please contact Respect Life 
Ministry Coordinator Lita Silva at litasilva4@gmail.com. 

KEEP ABREAST OF STATE LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 

BY SIGNING UP FOR  

THE CATHOLIC ADVOCACY NETWORK 
As the Maryland General Assembly continues meeting and 
considering bills of interest to the state’s residents, stay abreast 
by joining the Catholic Advocacy Network at 
www.mdcatholic.org/joincan. By signing up for this service by 
the Maryland Catholic Conference, you will receive notice 
when the General Assembly is considering an issue important 
to Catholics and receive action alerts so you can contact your 
state legislator. Delivered directly to your inbox will also be a 
weekly e-mail update during the 90-day session, filled with 
public policy updates and news from dioceses and parishes 
across Maryland. For more information, please contact Direc-
tor of Social Concerns and Adult Faith Formation Tony Bos-
nick at abosnick@sfadw.org.  

KOC 2323 PRESENTS 

SHADY GROVE PREGNANCY CENTER NIGHT 

FEBRUARY 15 - 8:00 PM 
Meet the Ladies who save lives and help women in a time of 
need. Ms. Maggie Downing will present an informative pro-
gram about the work and care they provide for Women. She 
will speak about the good works and day to day operation of 
this wonderful organization. Everyone is invited to attend this 
program. There will be volunteer opportunities available. Re-
freshment provided. Knights of Columbus Father Cuddy Hall, 
17001 Overhill Road, Derwood. Families and Friends are all 
welcome! 

TAKE PART IN THE MARYLAND CATHOLIC 

CONFERENCE’S VIRTUAL ADVOCACY DAY  

ON FEBRUARY 16 
With several critical pieces of legislation before the Mary-
land General Assembly, Catholics throughout the state are 
called to participate in this year’s Virtual Catholic Advocacy 
Day on February 16.  The Maryland Catholic Conference will 
provide action alerts on three issues – on respect for life, edu-
cation and youth justice, and social and economic justice – 
all you must do is click, sign, and send.  Visit the Maryland 
Catholic Conference’s Catholic Advocacy Day page at 
https://www.mdcatholic.org/advocacyday to sign up and 
learn more. Please invite your friends and parishioners to be 
part of Catholic Advocacy Day in Maryland! For more infor-
mation, please contact Director of Social Concerns and Adult 
Faith Formation Tony Bosnick at abosnick@sfadw.org.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

PROGRAM NEWS 
 

SUNDAY GROUP B ELEMENTARY CLASSES 

 MEET NEXT ON FEBRUARY 13 & 14 
 

MONDAY & TUESDAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

CLASSES MEET FEBRUARY 14 & 15 
 

PARENT MEETING 

 FOR HOMESCHOOL OPTION RE 
Our Online Parent Meeting: Lent & Unit 4 Overview for fami-
lies sharing in this year’s home school religious education 
program will be from 1-2 pm next, Sunday, February 13. 
Families registered for the Home school option will receive an 
email with link to join. 
 

CATECHESIS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
Our parish offers catechetical sessions specifically designed 
for children and youth with special needs and their families. 
Our class meets online today, Sunday, February 13 from 3:30-
4:30 pm. If you would like to learn more about these sessions, 
please call Susan Anderson, Director of Religious Education, 
at 301-258-9193.  
 

RE CLASS SCHEDULE REMINDERS 
Please note that Religious Education classes will not meet 
next week, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, February 20, 21 & 
22, in observance of the Presidents’ Day holiday. 
 

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATE SESSION:  

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
Confirmation candidates will meet on Tuesday, February 22, 
for Confirmation class from 6:45-8:30 pm in the Parish Cen-
ter.  

 

SNOW/EMERGENCY CANCELLATION POLICY 

If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed, and if 
schools are dismissed early, Religious Education classes are 
also cancelled. This applies to Sunday classes as well if Mont-
gomery County Public Schools announces cancellation of 
weekend school activities. Cancellation announcements will 
be posted: 

• On the parish website: www.sfadw.org 

• On the St. Francis Parish Facebook page: “St. Francis of 

 Assisi Catholic Church” 
• On the Religious Education Office phone voicemail: 301-

258-9193. 
 

Whenever in doubt, please use your own judgment about local 
weather and driving conditions, and err on the side of safety 
when making decisions about bringing your child to class  

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 

We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 

http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 
 

ENROLL NOW FOR THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR  
Catch Our Spirit! 

Applications for fall enrollment are now being accepted on a first 
come basis for our Pre-k to 7th grades.  

 St. Jude Regional Catholic School has it all! 

 A Building that: 

• has classrooms full of happy, involved students 
• has interesting and developmentally appropriate materials 
• reflects our Catholic faith and our diverse community 

A Curriculum that: 

• challenges and integrates real-world examples 
• meets the needs of the individual students 
• provides a strong middle school foundation in preparation 
for high school 

Teachers who: 

• are good role models in life 
• successfully connect with and engage each student 
• are certified, experienced and enthusiastic 

Applications will be taken on a first come first serve ba-
sis.  Please register by following the links on our school website 
at www.stjuderockville.org. Go to Admission, Apply Now, En-
rollment: TADS: Online Registration and Enrollment.   
 

BLACK HISTORY PRESENTATION 
In honor of Black History Month, St. Mary’s Church 520 
Veirs Mill Rd., Rockville, MD., is delighted to announce a 
presentation on Wednesday, February, 23, 2022 at 7:00 pm 
(School Building) by Miss Ogechi Akaleghere entitled Look-

ing Back and Moving Forward – A Catholic Response to 

Racism. Miss Akaleghere, a parishioner of St. Rose of Lima 
parish, is the Christian Service Coordinator at the Connelly 
School of the Holy Child in Potomac, MD.  She was recently 
recognized with the Cardinal Bernardin New Leadership 
Award. There will be an opportunity for questions, discussion 
and prayer. The event is free but a RSVP is requested to 
stmaryrockville@yahoo.com or call the parish office 301-424-
5550.  

POST CANA WIDOWERS & WIDOWERS OF THE 

WASHINGTON ARCHDIOCESE 
Cardinal Wilton Gregory will celebrate a commemorative 
Mass at Our Lady of Grace, 15661 Norbeck Blvd. in Leisure 
World, Silver Spring at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 19. 
All other widows and widowers groups in the Archdiocese are 
also welcome to attend but we ask you to please make a reser-
vation no later than Monday, February 14 due to limited seat-
ing capacity.  To register, please contact Mary Dugan, Post 
Cana President, marydugan12@yahoo.com or call 301-873-
3902 for more information. 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring or 
readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities.  A new opportunity:  join as an Online Member 
for $30 per year; go to www.kofc.org and click on “Join 
Us”.  If you wish you can join the Council later.  If interested 
in learning more, contact Gary Palmer (301-948-6494 or email 
gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SERVICE MEN/WOMEN 
Please continue to pray for all those parishioners, family mem-
bers and friends who are serving in the military services.  We 
have a prayer list posted in the Gathering Space for those who 
are serving in these areas.  Please help us to keep it current by 
letting us know of any parishioner who is currently deployed 
so we can add them, and also those who have returned so that 
we can remove their names.  Please continue to keep all of our 
military personnel in your prayers. 

ARCHDIOCESAN WOMEN’S RETREAT  

FOR SURVIVORS 
As the Church continues to minister to all survivors of abuse, the 
Archdiocese of Washington is sponsored a retreat for survi-
vors.  The Archdiocese will offer a women’s retreat on February 
18-20, 2022. This retreat is an occasion for survivors to reflect on 
God’s plan for their lives and for healing through prayer and the 
sacraments.  For more information go to https://adw.org/the-way-
retreat/.  To register email mcdonald@adw.org or call Deborah 
McDonald at 301-853-4466. 

ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON 2022 APPEAL 
The 2022 Annual Appeal is here! This year’s theme is From 

God’s Abundance, Our Gifts of Charity to remind us that eve-
rything we have and share with others is from our loving Fa-
ther.  Through our collective support of the Annual Appeal, 
we strengthen the Body of Christ that is our local Church, and 
we sustain her many charitable works that serve the spiritual 
and other needs of all those within and beyond our parish 
boundaries.  Please consider a commitment to the 2022 An-
nual Appeal next weekend.  Your gift will be credited toward 
our parish goal.  To learn more about the Annual Appeal visit 
appeal.adw.org. 

VIRTUAL PRAYER SERVICES AT ST. FRANCIS 
We invite you to join us for virtual prayer services during this 
Season of Ordinary Time.  

• Morning Prayer at 7:30 am every day. Hosted by a mem-
ber of the Liturgy of the Hours Ministry. 

• Evening Prayer at 7:30 pm every day. Hosted by a mem-
ber of the Liturgy of the Hours Ministry. 

• Parish Rosary at 4:00 pm every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. Led by Fr. John Dillon. 

•  Rosary In Spanish at 6:30 pm every Wednesday. Led by 
Deacon Will Garcia. 

 

Please visit our website www.sfadw.org “Worship” for links 
to these different prayer services. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SORT CLOTHING  

AT INTERFAITH WORKS 
Interfaith Works urgently needs volunteers to help sort cloth-
ing. Last year, the Clothing Center distributed $2.5 million 
worth of clothing and household goods to 6,698 clients. We 
only have four full-time staff members, which means that we 
rely heavily on volunteers. Please sign up at 
www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4faaa923a64-interfaith3. If 
you would like to bring a group, please reach out to Volunteer 
Coordinator Miranda Marks at mmarks@iworksmc.org. 

50TH ANNIVERSARY DATES TO KEEP IN MIND 
 

Sunday, May 29 

50th Anniversary Mass 11:15 A.M. at St. Francis with Car-
dinal Gregory. 
 

Sunday, June 5 

50th Anniversary Celebration Mass at St. Francis at 11:15 
a.m. followed by a 50th Anniversary Festival on parish 
grounds. 



UPCOMING RETREATS 

OUR LADY OF BETHESDA RETREAT CENTER 

7007 BRADLEY  

 

Take a Personal “Retreat” Day: Feb 18 / Mar 11/Mar 18 
Are your days overcrowded, jam-packed, and busy, busy, 
busy? Jesus tells you to "Come away with me..." to Our Lady 
of Bethesda Retreat Center where your very own personal 
retreat awaits. During your personal retreat, from 8:30am-
4pm, an experienced retreat director will guide you to a place 
of rest with Christ.  The retreat schedule allows for one-on-
one spiritual direction (optional), quiet reflection, Mass, Con-
fession and Eucharistic Adoration, plus continental breakfast 
and lunch, so you will be nourished and cared for while Our 
Lord speaks to your soul about the depths of His love for you. 
Cost is $120 per person.  Advance Registration is required, 
and registrations will be limited to facilitate appropriate social 
distancing. Visit our website to register and to find more dates 
ourladyofbethesda.org. Or call 301-365-0612.  
 

Marriage Workshop: Strengthening Your Love Marriage 

Renewal Workshop:  Feb 26-27   
A Christ-centered weekend designed to offer practical tools 
that can help foster effective communication and emotional 
closeness in your marriage.  Make your marriage thrive, not 
just survive! The expert speaker team includes Catholic psy-
chologists, therapists, and priests who will offer their expertise 
and experience, plus they will be on hand the entire weekend 
to offer individual consultation, upon request. Please note: 
This is NOT an overnight program. Cost: $400 per cou-
ple. Seating will be limited to facilitate social distancing. See 
our website for more details about measures to limit exposure 
to illness, details about the program and links to regis-
ter: www.ourladyofbethesda.org. 
 

Teach Me Your Ways, O Lord 

Lenten Retreat Weekend For Women 

Mar 5-6, 2021 

New COMMUTER Option for weekend retreats! 
Grow in your faith and become spiritually stronger this Lent. 
Explore your mission in life and experience His Presence in 
the silence! Silent retreat weekend with overnight and com-
muter options to attend. Registration is required. Cost w/ over-
night: $250 per person; Commuter cost: $210 per person. Find 
more retreats and links to register on the web-
site www.ourladyofbethesda.org. Our Lady of Bethesda Re-
treat Center, A Place to Encounter Christ! 7007 Bradley Blvd., 
Bethesda, MD 20817. Plan your next retreat today! 
 

Holy Land Pilgrimage this Summer June 20-July 1 
Explore the Holy Land and experience the places where Christ 
lived! Our Lady of Bethesda will host a pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land this June. "A Destination Retreat” this trip will incorporate 
each holy site with the dynamics of the Spiritual Exercises of St. 
Ignatius of Loyola. Travel Dates: June 20-July 1. Cost: All-
inclusive LAND price $3,500 per person on double occupancy 
basis. Find more details on our website: www.ourladyofbethesda, 
or contact Pilgrimage Coordinator: Cristina Tallent at 
ctallent@ourladyofbethesda.org or 301-365-0612  

YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED 
Domestic violence refers to a pattern of violent and coercive 
behavior by one adult over another in an intimate relationship. 
It can consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of 
abuse, including threats and control. If you experience any 
form of abuse, please know that there is help. Call the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. For additional 
information or to learn more about domestic violence, please 
visit www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

DONATE YOUR USED CLOTHING  
If you are sorting through gently used clothing to give away, 
remember that there is a St. Vincent de Paul clothing collec-
tion bin in the lower parking lot.  Donations of clean clothing 
in good repair is greatly appreciated.  Please put clothing in a 
plastic bag and deposit in the slot at the top of the bin.  Collec-
tions are made weekly and will be a great blessing to those in 
need in the region. 

A REMINDER FROM FR. JOHN … If anyone is living in 
a marriage that has not been recognized by the Catholic 
Church, it would be wise to consult with a priest to see 
whether that situation might be rectified.  It could be as simple 
as repeating your marriage vows quietly in front of a priest 
and receiving the Church’s blessing.  In that way, one would 
become eligible to receive the Sacraments of the Church, es-
pecially the Eucharist 

NIGHTLY ROSARY 
If you would welcome a time-out from your busy schedule, 
come join us in prayer. Since September 2018, the Council of 
Catholic Women (CCW) has been hosting a nightly Rosary 
call for the healing of the Church. We also pray for healing 
from the COVID pandemic and for callers’ personal inten-
tions. All (men, women, children, non-CCW members) are 
welcome to join us any night of the week or every night of the 
week. How often is up to you. How about once a month on 
your birthdate? Please join us at 8:00 p.m. as we read medita-
tions on the Rosary’s mysteries and pray together. Remember, 
in prayer we are never alone. Call 605-468-8016, code 
357090# 8:00 p.m., 7 days a week. 

GABRIEL PROJECT 
The Gabriel Project Cluster of Montgomery County serves 
mothers and their families in crisis pregnancies. We are so 
thankful for the support we received during our recent Christ-
mas Appeal. January is March for Life month. Please help us 
support our client families. Our client moms have said yes to 

life. With 79 new client mothers added within the past 12 
weeks, your continued support is appreciated. Please visit our 
website, www.gpmoco.org, click on our Amazon wish list, and 
choose from any number of items. Also, we are in need of vol-
unteers, especially bi-lingual ones. If you have any questions, 
please contact Natalie Ray at natalieanneray@gmail.com. 


