
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 

 

 

 

April 25 - May 1, 2022 
 

Monday, 4/25  9:00 a.m. Olive Atwell Stehle 
Tuesday, 4/26  9:00 a.m. Angelyn Marzan 
Wednesday, 4/27     9:00 a.m.  Fr. Francis Russo 
        7:30 p.m.  Bernie Mc Loughlin 
Thursday, 4/28  9:00 a.m. Jackie Komlo 
Friday, 4/29  9:00 a.m. Deogenes Belmes 

Saturday, 4/30  5:00 p.m. Pro populo 
Sunday, 5/1  8:00 a.m. Jimmy Gierula 
  9:30 a.m. Gena Asuncion 

  11:15 a.m. Elise Reising 

  5:00 p.m. Enrique Quemuel 

Please pray for the sick…Debra Price, Barbara Schmidt, Mary 
Cutting, Angelica Santos, Allison Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan 
Degen, Bob Jones, William Komlo, Sandra Kimball, Ed Duden-
hoeffer, Jackie Roebuck King, Jeni Stepanek. (Names will remain 

on this list for four consecutive weeks, but can be repeated by calling the 

Office.) 

Readings for the Week of  April 24, 2022 
 

Sunday:  Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/ 
  Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31 
Monday:  1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17/ 
  Mk 16:15-20 
Tuesday:  Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday:  Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 
  Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday:  Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20/ 
  Jn 3:31-36 
Friday:   Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday:  Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-21 
Next Sunday:  Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 
  [2a]/Rv 5:11-1 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
 

During the fifty days of the Easter Season I enjoy reading 
Luke 24 where Luke discusses the Resurrection, the Appear-
ance at Emmaus, the Appearance at Jerusalem, and the Ascen-
sion of Jesus into Heaven.  I particularly like to read over the 
account of the Appearance at Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35).  I am 
particularly struck with verses 30 and 35, which I will repeat 
here: “And it happened that, while he was with them at table, 
he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to 
them” (Luke 24:30). “Then the two recounted what had taken 
place on the way and how he was made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread” (Luke 24:35).  To follow up on what I 
am writing in this column please refer to The Gospel of Luke 

by Father Pablo T. Gadenz in the Catholic Commentary on 
Sacred Scripture series. 
 

In the account of the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus took 
the five loaves that had been presented to them, said a blessing 
over them, broke them, and gave them to the disciples.  
Whereas the feeding of the five thousand looks ahead to the 
Institution of the Eucharist, this account in the Appearance at 
Emmaus looks back to it, as four similar actions also hap-
pened there: “He took bread, and when he had given thanks he 
broke It and gave it to them” (Luke 22:19). 
 

Before this time the eyes of these two disciples were pre-
vented from recognizing him but now their eyes were opened.  
Saint Leo the Great, a fifth century Doctor of the Church re-
marks on this passage in this way: “[T]he eyes of the two were 
opened far more happily when the glorification of their own 
nature was revealed to them, than the eyes of those first par-
ents of our race on whom the confusion of their own trans-
gression was inflicted.” 
 

After the disciples recognized him in the breaking of the 
bread, Jesus vanished from their sight.  This indicates that af-
ter the resurrection of Jesus, his body has not returned to a 
normal or earthly existence.  Instead his body has been trans-
formed in a glorified body whose properties include the ability 
to be present how and where he wills.  Furthermore after his 
ascension, Jesus will vanish from the earthly sight of his disci-
ples.  But he will stay with them particularly “in the breaking 
of the bread,” the Holy Eucharist.  This is where disciples can 
recognize him, even today. 
 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (1346-47) explains that 
the Emmaus pattern of opening the Scriptures followed by the 
breaking of bread is repeated in every Mass, with the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist leading to the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  Let 
me finish this column with Pope Benedict XVI’s remarks on 
this Emmaus pattern: 
 

Continued in the column to the right……. 

+ In Memoriam Aeternam + 

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of 
Patricia Connolly, sister of Fr. David Brault, Julie Proctor,  
Reverend Lowell David Case, Archdiocese of Washington, 
Robert Charles Daniel, father of Reverend Tim Daniel, 
Joan Marie Schneider, Veronica Wiredu, mother of 
Rosanna Setse. 



April 24, 2022 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

What wounds in my community can I help 

make whole? How will I do this? 

CHECK OUT OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY EVENTS 
The parish’s 50th anniversary is right around the corner on 
June 5, 2022. Please put the following events on your calen-
dar, as we prepare to celebrate our Golden Anniversary as an 
archdiocesan parish:  
 

• 50th Anniversary Raffle: Tickets for our parish’s 50th 

anniversary raffle fundraiser were recently mailed to 
parishioners’ homes. The tickets cost $20 apiece, with 
the drawing to take place on June 5. Please read more 
about the raffle at https://
d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/15904/
documents/2022/4/50TH%20Festival%20Raffle.pdf.  

 

• Plant Sale, Friday, Mary 6, 3-8 pm; Saturday, May 7: 
8 am-8 pm, and Sunday, May 8: 8 am-6 pm.  Buy 
annuals, perennials and herbs to add color to your 
garden. 

 

• Mass celebrated by Cardinal Wilton D. Gregory, 
11:15 am Sunday, May 29, in the church.  Reception 
to follow in the Gathering Space. 

 

• Anniversary Mass celebrated by Fr. John Dillon, 
11:15 am Sunday, June 5, in the church. Parish Festi-
val to be celebrated afterward on the parish grounds.  

 

 

For more information on our 50th anniversary celebration, 

please see https://www.sfadw.org/50thanniversarycelebration.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU! 
Our community changed lives this Lent through CRS Rice 
Bowl, and we want to say THANK YOU!  If you haven’t 
turned in your Rice Bowl yet, please drop it off at the Parish 
Office or donate online at crsricebowl.org/give. 

STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION ENDS 

 WITH WINS AND ONE LOSS FOR MARYLAND 

CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 
With the conclusion of the Maryland General Assembly’s 
444th legislative session on April 11, many of the bills tracked 
by the Maryland Catholic Conference as high interest for the 
state’s Catholics resulted in outcomes aligned with the confer-
ence’s positions. The one exception to this was the passage of 
a state bill by legislative override allowing non-physicians to 
perform abortions and expanding insurance coverage of abor-
tions for some employers.  
 

Read about the outcome of bills in the areas of respect life, 
education, children and families and social and economic jus-
tice at https://www.mdcatholic.org/news2022-april13. Bills 
that were passed out of the General Assembly and have not 
yet gone to Gov. Larry Hogan (R)  must do so within 20 days 
of the end of session. Gov. Hogan then has 30 days to sign, to 
allow the bill to become law without signing, or to veto the 
bill.  
 

For more information, please contact Director of Social Con-
cerns and Adult Faith Formation Tony Bosnick at abos-
nick@sfadw.org.  

SOCK & UNDERWEAR COLLECTION  

FOR REFUGEE CHILDREN 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is collecting donations of new 
socks and underwear for refugee children ages five and un-

der.  Please place any donations in the marked box next to the 
St. Martin food collection box in the Gathering Space. The 
children and parents would be very grateful for donations of 
these necessary clothing items. For more information, please 
contact Director of Social Concerns and Adult Faith Formation 
Tony Bosnick at abosnick@sfadw.org.  

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR (continued) 
 

Luke’s account of the disciples on the way to Emmaus en-

ables us to reflect further on this link between the hearing 

of the word and the breaking of bread. . . . The presence of 

Jesus with his words and then with his act of breaking 

bread, made it possible for the disciples to recognize him. . 

. . From these accounts it is clear that Scripture itself 

points us toward an appreciation of its own unbreakable 

bond with the Eucharist. . . . Word and Eucharist are so 

deeply bound together that we cannot understand one 

without the other; the word of God sacramentally takes on 

flesh in the event of Eucharist.  The Eucharist opens us to 

an understanding of Scripture, just as Scripture for its part 

illuminates and explains the mystery of the Eucharist. 

(Verbum Domini 54-55). 
 

Until next week, 

Fr. John 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

PROGRAM NEWS 

 
SUNDAY GROUP B ELEMENTARY CLASSES 

 MEET ON APRIL 24 

 
MONDAY & TUESDAY MIDDLE SCHOOL CLASSES 

MEET ON APRIL 25 & 26 

 
 

CATECHESIS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
Our parish offers catechetical sessions specifically designed 
for children and youth with special needs and their families. 
Our class meets online today Sunday, April 24, from 3:30-
4:30 pm. If you would like to learn more about these sessions, 
please call Susan Anderson, Director of Religious Education, 
at 301-258-9193.  

 

UPCOMING SACRAMENTS AT ST. FRANCIS 
Please pray for the children and young people of our parish 
who are preparing to receive First Holy Communion and the 
Sacrament of Confirmation this Spring. First Eucharist will be 
celebrated at 1:00 pm on Saturday, April 30.  The Sacrament 
of Confirmation will be celebrated at 7:00 pm on Thursday, 
May 26.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM UPDATES 
Thank you to all of our catechists and Religious Education 
families for all that you have done to support our children’s 
continuing growth in faith! Next week, May 1, 2 and 3, will be 
our final week of classes for this school year. Student may 
keep their textbooks and families may wish to take time over 
the summer to complete any lessons that have been missed 
during the school year. Please also continue to pray together 
as a family, read the Bible regularly with your children, and 
join with the parish community for Mass on Sunday!  
 
FACE MASKS ARE NOW OPTIONAL FOR RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 

In light of updated guidance and recent policy changes regarding 
use of face masks in schools, we are updating our religious edu-
cation program policy to be consistent with MCPS in following 
current CDC guidelines: 

• Face masks are now optional for religious education pro-

gram activities. 

• Catechists, students, and family may choose to wear face 

masks and are welcome to do so.  
Individuals with COVID-19 symptoms, a positive test, or ex-

posure to someone with COVID-19 should follow CDC guid-

ance for isolation and quarantine and wear a mask regardless 

of the COVID-19 Community Level.  

 
We trust that we will work together as a community to ensure 
that each individual's decision regarding mask-wearing is re-
spected. Thank you to all for your cooperation and support 
throughout this school year, especially in regards to following 
covid safety protocols. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Vacation Bible Camp 2022 
Registration opens this weekend for Vacation Bible Camp 

2022 — MONUMENTAL! Celebrating God’s Greatness – 
an epic desert adventure filled with incredible Bible-learning 
experiences! Daily art projects, team-building games, cool 
Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout ac-
tivities that help faith flow into real life. At MONUMENTAL! 
VBC, kids explore the vastness of God’s power and the depth 
of his love for each of them. Our program runs June 27-July 1 
from 9:00 am to 12:15 pm in the Parish Center, and includes a 
family program on Thursday evening, June 30.  
 

Information and registration form for VBC 2022 can be found 
on our parish website: http://sfadw.org/vbc. Please feel free to 
share the flyer enclosed with potential campers and volunteers 
(teens and adults). 
 

Spaces fill quickly! Be sure to return your registration form 
and payment as soon as possible to secure your child’s place 
at VBC. Registrations will be processed in the order received. 
To allow time to order t-shirts and supplies, registration will 
close on June 1, 2022. 
 

ADULTS &TEENS (GRADES 6-12 AS OF 
JUNE 2022) CAN SHARE THE FUN AS WELL 

AS VBC VOLUNTEERS! 
 

Teens can apply by completing the Teen Volunteer Applica-
tion found on the VBC page of the parish website. Applica-
tions must be received by May 15 and placement will be an-
nounced by May 20. Teen volunteer positions fill quickly! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Registration for 2022-23 Religious Education classes 

opens this weekend as well.  
Registration forms and additional information can be found on 
the parish website at: https://sfadw.org/children-grades-pre-k-
8. We look forward to the continuing participation of all of our 
families in our parish religious education program! 
 

We invite all parishioners to share the flyer enclosed with 
family, friends, and neighbors as well! 
 

As we look ahead to next year’s Religious Education program, 
please consider whether you can serve as a catechist for our 
children and young people. If you would like to learn more 
about this important ministry, please contact Susan Anderson, 
Director of Religious Education, at 301-258-9193. 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring or 
readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities.  A new opportunity:  join as an Online Member 
between now and June 30, 2022 and receive a year free Online 
Membership; go to www.kofc.org and click on “Join Us”.  If 
you wish you can join the Council later for only $15.  If inter-
ested in learning more, contact Gary Palmer (301-948-6494 or 
email gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 
We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 
http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 

 

APPLY NOW! 
SJRCS has limited openings in grade 1, 2 and 3 for the 

2022-2023 school year. To apply go to https://
www.stjuderockville.org/admissions/apply-now or schedule 
an appointment with Mrs. Donnelly to visit our school. She 
can be reached at Ellen.donnelly@stjuderockville.org or 301-
946-7888.  

 

BOOST APPLICATION DEADLINE APRIL 29 
Broadening Options and Opportunities for Students Today 

(BOOST) Program 
BOOST provides scholarships for some students who are eli-
gible for the free or reduced–price school meals program 
(FARMS) to attend eligible nonpublic schools.  Awards are 
granted based on household income, with the lowest income 
served first. BOOST application deadline is April 29, 2022.  
 

• All families who received a BOOST award for the 
2021-2022 school year should receive an email with 
the information to access the application system. 

• Families that are not currently receiving a BOOST 
Scholarship but would like to apply, the instructions 
are available at http://marylandpublicschools.org/
Pages/boost/index.aspx. 

 

Parents must upload their applications and complete federal 
1040 tax form for the 2021 tax year. If you have questions, 
please contact boost.msde@maryland.gov. 
 

GALA- MAY 7 
Join us on May 7th for our 80’s theme gala.  Get your tickets 
now for a fun evening of music, food, and friends. All money 
raised by this event will fund school building improvements 
(specifically storage cabinets for the lower school) as well as 
provide educational opportunities and scholarships to our 

families and students. For tickets go to: https://

www.eventbrite.com/e/st-jude-regional-catholic-school-gala-
2022-tickets-292085554757 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

MONTGOMERY COUNCIL, 2323 

Friday Family Night, May 6th 6 -9 PM 

Cuddy Hall 17001 Overhill Rd. Derwood. Food, Beverages 

and Wholesome Family Fun. We are continuing a Friday 

night tradition for the families of St. Mary’s, St. Martin’s 

and St. Francis. While the Knights are best known for char-

ity and serving our Parishes, we like to have fun.  We will 

provide the games, pizza, beverages and the building while 

you provide the Families!  Family $25.00 Adults $10.00 

Children $5.00 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL  

2323 SPECIAL OLYMPICS POLAR PLUNGE 
The 2022 Polar Plunge on March 26th was a great event with 
plungers coming from all over the state.  We still need your 
help to support our athletes for the coming year.  Check out 
our page to see the plunge in action!  Donations can be made 
up to April 30th on our team page. https://support.somd.org/
Council2323 

SUMMER KICK-OFF BAND BASH BENEFIT AT 

 ST. JUDE’S PARISH ON MAY 21 
Circle Saturday, May 21st as a night to join friends to listen 
and groove to the music of local DC group, The Jameson 
Greene Band. It's for a great cause:  The World Villages for 
Children, a global charity run by the Sisters of Mary who pro-
vide food, care, and education to 20,000 boys & girls in 8 
countries around the globe.  These wonderful Sisters and the 
school children they lead and mentor are spiritually 
guided by their chaplain, Fr. Dan Leary, formerly of St. An-
drew's Parish in Silver Spring.   
 

It will be a fun night of music with friends along with barley 
and grape-infused  adult beverages at St. Jude's in Rockville. 
This event  can be enjoyed for just  $35/per person! It's 
a  great way to jump into summer and benefit a wonderful 
cause.   
Doors open at 7:30 pm! 
 

Online Pre-Registration Required for All Attendees 

www.worldvillages.org/summer/ (Donations gratefully ac-

cepted!) 
 

 Questions:  Larry Kilmer; lkilmer@heights.edu; 301-717-7970 

FORMED 

THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND 
The best Catholic content.  All in one place.  It’s EASY and 
FREE to Register! 
 

 1) Go to sfadw.formed.org 
 2)  Click “Register” and enter your name, email  
  address, and desired password 
 3)  You’re all ready to access the inspiring and  
  Engaging content on FORMED!   
 4)  Enjoy and share with others in our local  
  community! 
FORMED is available 24/7 for you to grow in your faith.  St. 
Francis has purchased this gift for parish use. 



YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED 
Domestic violence refers to a pattern of violent and coercive 
behavior by one adult over another in an intimate relationship. 
It can consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of 
abuse, including threats and control. If you experience any 
form of abuse, please know that there is help. Call the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. For additional 
information or to learn more about domestic violence, please 
visit www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 
Catholic Charities are currently seeking volunteers who are 
bilingual in English and Spanish to fill a number of important 
roles. 
 

Our Volunteer Medical Clinic provides free care to area resi-
dents who lack health insurance. The majority of their patients 
speak Spanish as a first language.  
  

Immigrant Support Services offers numerous services to 
recent immigrants, including food and employment assistance.  
 

Immigration Legal Services: provides direct legal assistance 
to foreign-born individuals and their families.  
 

Admin Support Team Volunteer:  Assembles immigration 
application packets to file with Immigration Service and Immi-
gration Court, notifies clients of USCIS correspondence, 
works with clients to prepare statements in support of their 
immigration applications. 
 

The Strong Families Initiative works closely with select par-
ishes, schools, and community-based organizations to provide 
Latino youth and their families an outlet to discuss hardships 
they are facing and to be better equipped to face future diffi-
culties.  
 

A full list of roles for Which Spanish-language skills may be 
helpful can be found at https://app.betterimpact.com/

PublicEnterprise/da514588-dcba-40e9-94fc-571fe570b137. 
 

Questions, please contact Alex Maltun vis email at 
alex.maltun@cc-dc.org. 

WOMEN’S SATURDAY MORNING REFLECTION  

“And So We Pray” 

APRIL 30, 2022 

Catholic mom and author, Maribeth Harper, will present a 
talk on the impact of culture on faith and the power of 
prayer for our growing children with faith-based, real life 
applications to contemporary issues.  St. John Neuman 
Catholic Church, 9000 Warfield Road, Gaithersburg.  Begin 
with Mass at 9 a.m. followed by refreshments and talk be-
ginning at 10:15 a.m.   Questions: womensjn@gmail.com. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES FORMS PARISH  

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TEAM 
Parish leaders are invited to join the Catholic Charities Parish 
Domestic Violence Outreach Team.  Come and save lives! The 
team brings helpful and lifesaving information to parish 
groups to raise awareness about domestic violence and com-
munity resources that can help families suffering abuse. Using 
provided curriculum and  training by Zoom, volunteers offer 
short presentations to parish groups virtually or in-person dur-
ing September and October each year. Catholic Charities staff 
and trained volunteers assist presentations. For more informa-
tion contact Laura.YeomansDV@CC-DC.org or Director of 
Social Concerns and Adult Faith Formation Tony Bosnick at 
abosnick@sfadw.org.   

INVITATION TO OPEN WIDE YOUR HEARTS TO 

EXAMINE CHURCH TEACHINGS ON RACISM 
Six sessions via Zoom, April 26-May 31, Tuesdays,  

7:30-9 pm.  Sponsored by St. Patrick’s Church, Rockville. 

To receive zoom link, please register:  https://forms.gle/
oykXuuRJAbm9Uaea6. Come along on a unique, faith journey 
over six virtual sessions to explore in a safe and trusting envi-
ronment the pain of racism. Hear what the U.S. Catholic Bish-
ops said in their 2018 pastoral letter, “Open Wide Our Hearts.” 
Join parishioners from St. Patrick’s and other parishes and 
affiliations to open wide your hearts to the Spirit’s enduring 
call to love.  Come to pray, listen, study, reflect, and respond 
with other participants who seek to better understand and com-
bat racism with love and who long for a genuine conversion of 
heart. For more information contact Don Kisicki 
(pdkisicki@verizon.net) or Deacon David Suley 
(davidjsuley@gmail.com). 

UPCOMINIG EVENTS AT THE SETON SHRINE 

EMMITSBURG, MARYLAND 
Love Poured Out: Retreat With Sr. Miriam James Heidland, 

SOLT 
Join nationally renowned speaker and host of the Abiding To-

gether podcast, Sr. Miriam, on May 7th at the Seton Shrine for a 
half day retreat on the Father’s love (8:30am-12:30pm). It prom-
ises to be the most popular retreat at the Seton Shrine to date. 
Cost: $15. Register today at setonshrine.org or call 301-447-6606. 
 

Academy Alive: A FREE Living History Event 
Jump back in time at the Seton Shrine on May 5-7th with many 
historical interpreters, an animal farm, and historic crafts and 
games. It’s a perfect family outing. Reserve your tickets at seton-
shrine.org/academy-alive or call 301-447-6606. 
 

Virtual Mother’s Day Book Club 
Give your mom a unique Mother's Day gift by signing her up for 
the upcoming 6 week virtual book club on “Saintly Moms: 25 
Stories of Holiness” with guest speaker and author, Kelly Ann 
Guest. Learn about Mother Seton and other virtuous women. 
Learn more at setonshrine.org or call 301-447-6606. 
 

Seton Shrine is located at 339 S. Seton Avenue, Emmitsburg, 
Maryland 21727. 


