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June 27 - July 3, 2022 
 

Monday, 6/27  9:00 a.m. Peggy Gleason 
Tuesday, 6/28  9:00 a.m. Serge Triau 
Wednesday, 6/29    9:00 a.m.  Charles Edward Dillon 
        7:30 p.m.  Andrew Litchfield 
Thursday, 6/30  9:00 a.m. Mary De Marte Valentino 
Friday, 7/1  9:00 a.m. Barbara Lynn Beall 
  7:30 p.m. Frank Cappello 
Saturday, 7/2  5:00 p.m. Eugene Dudenhoeffer 
Sunday, 7/3  8:00 a.m. Serge Triau 

  9:30 a.m. Pro populo 

  11:15 a.m. Celeste Doughearty 

  5:00 p.m. Christopher Flisher 

Please pray for the sick…Peter Quang Diep, Nicholas Lombardi, 
Debra Price, Barbara Schmidt, Mary Cutting, Angelica Santos, 
Allison Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, Bob Jones, William 
Komlo, Sandra Kimball, Ed Dudenhoeffer, Jackie Roebuck King, 
Jeni Stepanek. (Names will remain on this list for four consecutive 

weeks, but can be repeated by calling the Office.) 

Readings for the Week of  June 26, 2022 

Sunday:  1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10,  
  11/Gal 5:1, 13-18/Lk 9:51-62 
Monday:  Am 2:6-10, 13-16/Ps 50:16bc-17, 18-19, 20-21, 
  22-23/Mt 8:18-22 
Tuesday:  Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8/ 
  Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday:  Vigil: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Gal 1:11-20/
  Jn 21:15-19 Day: Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 
  6-7, 8-9/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19 
Thursday:  Am 7:10-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 9:1-8 
Friday:   Am 8:4-6, 9-12/Ps 119:2, 10, 20, 30, 40, 131/
  Mt 9:9-13 
Saturday:  Am 9:11-15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/ 
  Mt 9:14-17 
Next Sunday:  Is 66:10-14c/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/ 
  Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9  

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
 

On last Tuesday, June 21st, the Church remembered two mar-
tyrs of the Catholic Church in sixteenth century England:  a 
bishop (John Fisher) and a layman (Thomas More).  They 
were both canonized in 1935.  Their feast was placed on the 
day of martyrdom of John Fisher, while Thomas More was put 
to death a few days later (on July 6). 
 

John Fisher was born in Yorkshire, England in 1469 and was 
ordained a priest when he was twenty-five, after doing very 
well in his studies at Cambridge University.  He distinguished 
himself by combating the Protestant heresies and especially 
the theses proposed by Martin Luther.  At the age of thirty-
five he became bishop of Rochester (while remaining the 
Chancellor at Cambridge University).  He was the confessor to 
the mother of King Henry VIII, Elizabeth of York, and was 
well-known for his humanistic as well as his theological learn-
ing.  He was a friend of Erasmus of Rotterdam who said of 
John Fisher: “There is not a man more cultured, more admired 
or more holy.” John Fisher’s Episcopal residence was more 
like a monastery because of the regular celebration there of 
Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours.  Because John Fisher de-
fended the first marriage of Henry VIII to Catherine of 
Aragon, he was first imprisoned in 1533.  Later he was in-
terned in the Tower of London because he refused to take the 
oath of loyalty after the king married Anne Boleyn and re-
jected papal authority over the Church in England.  On June 
22, 1535, he was beheaded a month after Pope Paul III had 
named him a cardinal. 
 

Thomas More was born in London in 1477 and studied in Ox-
ford and in London.  He was twice married and a member of 
Parliament.  Thomas More was known as a very well-read and 
cultured individual who was a friend of both Pico della Miran-
dola (a famous Italian Renaissance noble and philosopher) and 
also Erasmus.  Thomas More’s most famous book, Utopia, is 
a book of political philosophy, showing a society based on the 
natural virtues.  Eventually he became Chancellor of England, 
succeeding Cardinal Wolsey.  Thomas More was opposed to 
the king’s divorce and refused to accept the spiritual suprem-
acy of the monarch over the Roman Pontiff.  For this he was 
imprisoned in Tower of London, and beheaded on July 6, 
1533 at the age of 57. 
 

The phenomenon of people giving their lives for faith in 
Christ has continued even into recent times. During this month 
of June a number of people who were killed in hatred of their 
Catholic faith were beatified.  These were individuals who 
were killed in Spain during the time of the Spanish Civil War 
(1936-39) and in Poland at the close of the Second World War 
(1945). 
 

On June 11, 2022, Cardinal Marcello Semeraro beatified ten 
Sisters of Saint Elizabeth in the Cathedral in the Polish city of 
Wroclaw.  These Sisters took care of the elderly, the sick, and 
children.   They refused to leave their duty post and their 
charge as the Russian Army overran Poland in 1944-45.   
 

Continued in the column to the right….. 

+ In Memoriam Aeternam + 

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of 
Esme Alexander, mother of Kevin Alexander, Michael 
Cumblidge. 



June 26, 2022 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
What can I put aside this week that distracts me 

from living our my faith? What can I do to express 

my commitment to the Lord? 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR (continued) 
 

The Sisters were well aware that the invading Russian army 
was known for its brutality and for the atrocities its soldiers 
were committing against the inhabitants of East Prussia. Car-
dinal Semeraro compared their martyrdom to the current situa-
tion in the Ukraine.  On the occasion of their beatification, he 
said that the whole life of these sisters was a true gift of self in 
service to the sick, the little ones, the poor, the most needy.  
At the end of his homily on Sunday, June 12 Pope Francis 
made the following remarks about the newly beatified Sisters 
of Saint Elizabeth: 
 

“Although they were aware of the risks they were 
running, these…women religious remained alongside 
the elderly and sick persons they were looking after.  
May their example of faith to Christ help us all, espe-
cially Christians who are persecuted in various parts 
of the world, to bear witness to the Gospel coura-
geously.  A round of applause for the new Blesseds!” 
 

On Saturday, June 18, 2022, Cardinal Semeraro beatified 
twenty-seven Dominican martyrs who were killed during the 
Spanish Civil War.  The religious from the Dominican family 
include Angelo Marina Alvarez and nineteen companions, 
Giovanni Aguilar Donis and four companions from the Order 
of Friars Preachers, Isabella Sanchez Romero, an elderly nun 
from the Order of Saint Dominic, and Fructuoso Perez 
Marquez, a lay Dominican tertiary. 
 

During the Mass celebrated in Seville Cathedral, Cardinal 
Semeraro noted that these new Blesseds were very different 
persons in terms of character and personal stories.  But they 
had in common the charism of Saint Dominic: a vocational 
choice they lived with fidelity, consistency, and generosity. 
 

The June 18th Mass brought to 2,112 the total number of 
Catholic martyrs beatified from the Spanish Civil War, which 
saw 2,000 churches destroyed and up to 8,000 members of the 
clergy killed, along with tens of thousands of lay Catholics. 
 

May Saints John Fisher and Thomas More, Blessed Maria 
Paschalis Jahn and Companions, and Blessed Angelo Marina 
Alvarez and Companions, pray for us! 
 
Until next week, 

Fr. John 

PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 
Today is the Peter’s Pence Collection, a worldwide collection 
that supports the work of the Universal Church, including the 
work of the Holy See and the charitable works of Pope Fran-
cis.  Take this opportunity to join with Pope Francis and be a 
sign of mercy to our suffering brothers and sisters.  Please be 
generous today.  If you would like more information, visit 
www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adoration is held on Fridays  
in the church 9:30 a.m. - 12 Noon. 

All are welcome to attend. 

FR. OKULEWICZ TO JOIN OUR PARISH  

AS OUR NEW PAROCHIAL VICAR 
Our parish will soon welcome the newly ordained Fr. Grze-
gorz Okulewicz as our new parochial vicar. One of 10 men 
ordained June 18 by Cardinal Wilton D. Gregory at the Basil-
ica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Fr. 
Okulewicz is a native of Poland and was influenced by the 
Neocatechumenal Way, a Catholic movement. He studied at 
the Redemptoris Mater Seminary in Hyattsville, as he pre-
pared to become a priest for the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Washington.  
 

Fluent in Polish, English and Spanish, Fr. Okulewicz will be 
instrumental in helping further building the Spanish Ministry 
established by Deacon Will and Lourdes Garcia. He will be 
joining our parish in July. Please welcome Fr. Okulewicz with 
open arms upon his arrival.  

JOIN US TO PRAY MORNING & EVENING 

PRAYERS OR THE ROSARY ON ZOOM 
Even as we continue living with COVID-19, our virtual prayer 
opportunities continue in our parish. Please join us every day 
at 7:30 am and 7:30 pm for Morning and Evening Prayer on 
Zoom. We also continue praying the Rosary at 4 pm every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday on Zoom and a Rosary in 
Spanish at 6:30 pm every Wednesday on Zoom.  
 

Praying virtually is a wonderful opportunity to pray commun-
ally and gather with others if it is challenging to do so in per-
son. These virtual ministries have grown their own communi-
ties and are always open to welcoming others! Please see the 
links to any of these prayer opportunities at https://
www.sfadw.org/ordinary-time.    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

PROGRAM NEWS 
REGISTER FOR 2022-23 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

FOR CHILDREN  

IN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE 8 
 

Our parish offers families a choice of two options for religious 
education: 

Option 1: “Classroom model” offering in-person classes 
with modifications in place as needed to comply with covid 

safety protocols: 

• Elementary (Kindergarten-Grade 5) classes offered at 
two session times: Sunday 9:20-10:35 am and Monday 
4:45-6:00 pm. If smaller class sizes are needed for covid 
safety, students will attend in-person classes on alternat-
ing weeks and complete a lesson at-home between each 
in-person class. 

• Middle School (Grade 6, 7 & 8) classes with students 
attending weekly. Two session times will be offered: 
Monday 6:45-8:00 pm and Tuesday 6:45-8:00 pm. 

• Classes for children and youth with special needs meet-
ing on Sunday afternoons 3:30-4:30 pm (in-person or 
online). 

Option 2: “Home school model” offering parents the oppor-
tunity to teach their children at home with textbook resources 
and support provided by the parish, including online parent 
meetings and additional events (in-person and online) for stu-

dents and families. 

Registration fee: $125.00 per child 
($25 discount for registrations received by 8/15/2022) 

If payment of registration fees poses a financial hardship, 
please contact us and allow us to assist you. 

 
Registration forms and additional information can be found on 
the parish website  https://sfadw.org/children-grades-pre-k-8.  

 
Completed forms can be mailed to the parish, dropped off in 
person at the Rectory Office (Monday-Friday, 8 am-4 pm), or 
returned as digital copies via email to sfarelig-
ioused@sfadw.org.  
 

Continued in the column to the right……. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Vacation Bible Camp 2022 
St. Francis of Assisi Church  

Vacation Bible Camp: June 27-July 1, 2022 
for children age 4 through those who are complet-

ing 5th grade in June 2022 
 

This summer’s program will be offered in-person,  

9 am-12:15 pm daily, with covid safety protocols in 

place as needed.  

VBC Family Program & Social at 7 pm on Thursday, 

June 30. 

Parents of registered campers and accepted teen volun-

teers:  

Watch your email for additional information and updates 

as we prepare for VBC! 
 

Registration is now closed.  
 

Please pray for our campers and volunteers as we share this 

week of faith and fun! 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (continued) 

 
Registering for Sacramental Preparation 

Sacramental preparation for 1st Reconciliation, 1st Eucharist, 
Confirmation, and Christian Initiation for Children/Teens 
(CIC/CIT) is not grade specific and involves preparation in 
addition to grade level Religious Education classes. At mini-
mum, children are expected to have participated in religious 
education in the year prior to preparing for a sacrament. 
Please note: students preparing for the Sacrament of Confir-

mation will attend their grade-level Religious Education 

classes as well as monthly Confirmation sessions. 
 

Families requesting sacramental preparation for their 
child are asked to mark their registration form accord-
ingly so that additional information can be provided. 
Please note that there is a separate materials fee for sacra-
mental preparation programs. More details will be pro-
vided at the parent meetings next year.  
 
 

As we look ahead to next year’s Religious Education pro-

gram, please consider whether you can serve as a catechist 

for our children and young people. If you would like to 
learn more about this important ministry, please contact Susan 
Anderson, Director of Religious Education, at 301-258-9193. 
 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring or 
readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities.  A new opportunity:  join as an Online Member 
between now and June 30, 2022 and receive a year free Online 
Membership; go to www.kofc.org and click on “Join Us”.  If 
you wish you can join the Council later for only $15.  If inter-
ested in learning more, contact Gary Palmer (301-948-6494 or 
email gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

TEACHERS/COUNSELOR NEEDED 

 AT MOTHER OF GOD SCHOOL 
Mother of God School is an Independent Catholic School, 
affiliated with the Archdiocese of Washington and is located 
in Gaithersburg, Maryland. Mother of God is Authentically 
Catholic and Academically Excellent! For the 2022-2023 
school year, Mother of God is looking to fill several positions:  

• First Grade Teacher 
• Second Grade Teacher 

• Middle School Science and Math 

• Para-educators (part-time options) 
• Aftercare employees (part-time) 
 

Mother of God School is also recruiting a part-time counselor 

to serve at Mother of God School in Gaithersburg, MD. Ideal 
candidates will be licensed counselors or social workers, have 
patience with children of varying ages, are willing to work 
with teachers to employ social-emotional techniques in their 
classrooms, comfortable working with/teaching students in 
large groups about topics relating to mental health, comfort-
able working one on one or in small groups with stu-
dents,  knowledge of best practices, and a desire to cultivate 
the faith lives of our students  
 

For more information, please call the school or email the prin-
cipal Melissa Sloan at principal@mogschool.com (301) 990-
2088 ext. 30. 

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 
We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 
http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 

Instagram: stjuderockville 
 

Dear St. Francis of Assisi Community: 
 

2021-2022 was an outstanding school year! Thank you for all 
your prayers and support, both spiritually and financially. We 
are strong and growing! This year's 8th grade class graduated 
26 8th graders. They are off to the high schools of their 
choice, and we are excited to hear about their future accom-
plishments.   We are so proud of all of them.   
 

Congratulations to Nagomi Myers, 2018, Salutatorian for the 
class of 2022 at St. John's College High School. Mateo David, 
2018, graduated with honors from DeMatha Catholic High 
School; Carrie McAuliffe, 2010, graduated from DePaul Uni-
versity College of Law; and Greg Mullenholz, 1995, Mont-
gomery County 2022 Principal of the Year. These are just a 
few of our accomplished alumni. We love to hear from our 
alumni, so keep us posted on your accomplishments, and don't 
forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 
 

Mrs. Balog, our 4th-grade teacher, won the Golden Apple 
award as one of the top 10 teachers in the Archdiocese of 
Washington. Congratulations, Mrs. Balog! Also, congratula-
tions to two of our teachers who earned their master’s degrees 
this year.  
 

Thank you to the Bowman family, the Bujno family, the 
Naughton family, the McDonald family, and Fr. Lee for pro-
viding scholarships to our students so they can continue their 
Catholic education. The students are so blessed to have you as 
benefactors. 
 

The faculty and staff would like to wish you all a wonderful 
summer, and we are looking forward to another wonderful 
school year in September!  
 

Our school office summer hours are Tuesday-Thursday from 
9:30-to 12:30. Stop by to say hi and see the school.   
 

God Bless, 
Jeanne Donatelli 

Principal 
St. Jude Regional Catholic School 
St. Jude Thaddeus Pray for Us! 

QUO VADIS CAMP 
This camp is for high school age young men, will be held at 
Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary from Sunday, July 31, to 
Wednesday, August 3, 2022.  For four days, high school age 
young men who desire to grow in holiness will have an oppor-
tunity for Mass, prayer, and Eucharistic Adoration, as well as 
time for recreation, sports, and fraternity.  Quo Vadis Camp is 
run by priests and seminarians of the Archdiocese of Washing-
ton.  Bus transportation will be available.  Please register now 
at https://dcpriest.org/quo-vadis-camp-2022.  If you have ques-
tions, please contact the Office of Priest Vocations at voca-
tions@adw.org or call 202-636-9020. 

RIGHT TO LIFE OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY  
This year, Right to Life of Montgomery County will again 
have a pro-life booth at the Montgomery County Fair, Au-
gust 12-20.  If you are interested in helping out at the booth 
please call Tharpa Roberts, (301) 962-5611 or email Tharpa 
rtl-omc@snk.mail.com.  If you volunteered in 2021, Tharpa 
will be calling you to see if you can help again this year.  



ENCOUNTER 2022 
Come and experience healing and freedom! Encounter School 
of Ministry DC is pleased to present the Summer Intensive, 
taking place on the evenings of July 25-28 at Mother of God 
Campus, 20501 Goshen Road, Gaithersburg, MD. All are in-
vited to experience the supernatural love and healing power of 
God during this power-packed, four-night event. Come for the 
anointed worship, dynamic speakers, inspirational testimonies, 
and encouraging fellowship with Catholics from all around the 
DC metropolitan area.  
 

All courses are in conformity with the teachings and traditions 
of the Catholic Church. Visit https://encounterministries.us/
endorsements/ for a full list of diocesan support.  
 

To learn more visit  https://encounterdc.regfox.com/

encounter-dc-summer-intensive-2022. 
 

Space is limited, register soon! 

OUR LADY OF BETHESDA RETREAT CENTER 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 

Take a Personal “Retreat” Day this Summer! 
Jul 1 / Aug 12 / Sep 16 
Are your days overcrowded, jam-packed, and busy, busy, busy? 
Take a break this summer and enjoy your very own personal re-
treat at Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center. During your per-
sonal retreat, from 8:30am-4pm, an experienced retreat director 
will guide you to a place of rest with Christ.  The retreat schedule 
allows for one-on-one spiritual direction (optional), quiet reflec-
tion, Mass, Confession and Eucharistic Adoration, plus continen-
tal breakfast and lunch, so you will be nourished and cared for 
while Our Lord speaks to your soul about the depths of His love 
for you. Cost is $120 per person.  Advance Registration is re-
quired, and registrations will be limited to facilitate appropriate 
social distancing. Visit our website to register and to find more 
dates ourladyofbethesda.org. Or call 301-365-0612. We also have 
monthly Mini-Retreats for women and Evenings of Reflection for 
men. Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd., 
Bethesda, MD 20817. 
 

Experience the Week-Long Spiritual Exercises this Summer! 
For Women: July 11-18 

For Men: July 24-31 

For Priests: Aug 21-26 

The Week-Long Spiritual Exercises are for those well familiar 
with mental prayer, silence, and the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises. 
This longer format permits more personal prayer time. With 
longer periods of silence, you are challenged to stretch your soul, 
thus engaging deeper intimacy with God. The retreat master and 
other spiritual directors will be available for the daily colloquy to 
help you detect and understand the movements of the Holy Spirit. 
Find more details on our website www.ourladyofbethesda.org or 
call 301-365-0612. Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 
Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20187. Registration is required so 
that we can properly prepare.  
 

Silent Retreat Weekends This Summer! 
For Women: Aug 5-7 
For Men: Aug 19-21 
We encourage you to spend a summer weekend growing in your 
faith and become spiritually stronger. Explore your mission in 
life and experience His Presence in the silence! These retreats are 
based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola. Regis-
tration is required. Cost: $250 per person. Find more information 
and links to register on the website www.ourladyofbethesda.org. 
Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, A Place to Encounter 
Christ! 7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817. Plan your next 
retreat today! 
 

Evening Reflection for Couples 
Wednesday, August 17, 2022 

Married and Engaged couples are invited to an Evening of Re-
flection especially for you! Plan to join us for a holy date night 
that will help you prepare your marriage for Lent and beyond. 
The evening will begin with mass and include a delicious dinner, 
talk, time for quiet reflection and the opportunity for confession. 
$60 per couple. Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 Brad-
ley Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20187. Registration is required so that 
we can properly prepare. We also have monthly Mini-Retreats for 
women and Evenings of Reflection for men. Visit us 
at www.ourladyofbethesda.org or call 301-365-0612. 

2022 PILGRIMAGE & RETREAT 

 TO THE HOLY LAND DECEMBER 4-15 
Saint Patrick’s, Rockville is sponsoring this pilgrimage and re-

treat.  All-inclusive trip includes:· All lodging and meals. Vis-
its to the places associated with the Mysteries of Jesus’ Life, 
Death and Resurrection, with local tour guide. Led retreat, 
using the Gospel passages in the actual locations they describe, 
with daily Mass and Meditations. Cost $2,860 per person 
(double occupancy) includes:airfare and lodging in Israel, all 
fees, taxes, all meals, transport, and most tips.· $700 deposit 
required at registration, balance due October 4, 2022. Registra-
tion deadline: August 4, 2022. Contact Melanie Baker for reg-
istration info (Melanie.Baker@stpatrickadw.org) 

THINK YOU’RE PREGNANT? 
To know for sure call 301-963-6223.  The Shady Grove Preg-
nancy Center offers many services at no charge: 
 

• Pregnancy Testing 

• Limited Sonograms 

• Options Counseling 
• Material Assistance 

• Sex Education 

• Parenting Classes 

• Referral Assistance 

THE INFORMATION MONITOR IS BACK ON  

AFTER TWO-YEAR HIATUS 
If you hadn’t already noticed, the Information Monitor is back 
on again in the Gathering Space after being off for two years 
to discourage close gathering during the pandemic. Please stop 
by to see upcoming events and especially, photos, of recent 
parish happenings. If you have an announcement you’d like to 
be considered for inclusion or have any photos you’d like to 
share on the Information Monitor, please send them to Com-
munications Coordinator Melissa Egan at megan@sfadw.org.  


