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August 29 - September 4, 2022 
 

Monday, 8/29  9:00 a.m. Gaby & Rod O’Connor 
Tuesday, 8/30  9:00 a.m. Gilbert Reising 
Wednesday, 8/31  9:00 a.m.  Moise Huerta (L) 
        7:30 p.m.  Alexander O’Connor 
Thursday, 9/1  9:00 a.m. Ed Marsh 
Friday, 9/2  9:00 a.m. Barbara Lynn Beall 
  7:30 p.m. Erlinda Quemuel 
Saturday, 9/3 5:00 p.m. Pro populo 
Sunday, 9/4  8:00 a.m. Bill, Julie & Thomas Flanery 

  9:30 a.m. Elsie Mastronardi 
 11:15 a.m. Geraldine Madden 

  5:00 p.m. Pauline Favre 

Please pray for the sick…Paul Loebach, Lillie Corker, Carson 
Kenneth Triantos, Michael Waple, David Luttrell, Sophia Jusko, 
Jim Gleason, Debra Price, Barbara Schmidt, Mary Cutting, An-
gelica Santos, Allison Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, Bob 
Jones, William Komlo, Sandra Kimball, Ed Dudenhoeffer, Jackie 
Roebuck King, Jeni Stepanek. (Names will remain on this list for 

four consecutive weeks, but can be repeated by calling the Office.) 

Readings for the Week of  August 28, 2022 

Sunday:  Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11/ 
  Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 
Monday:  1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102/
  Mk 6:17-29 
Tuesday:  1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab,  
  13cd-14/Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday:  1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21/ 
  Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday:  1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/ 

  Lk 5:1-11 
Friday:   1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40/ 
  Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday:  1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21/ 
  Lk 6:1-5 
Next Sunday:  Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17/ 
  Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
 

I am continuing our series on the Doctors of the Church.  The 
next Doctor of the Church chronologically is Saint Ephrem the 
Syrian who was named a Doctor of the Church by Pope Bene-
dict XV in 1920.  Ephrem (ca. 306-373) was born in Nisibis 
(modern day Nesbin--a city in the Mardin Province, Turkey), 
probably into a Christian family.  Ephrem left Nisibis in 363.  
The pagan emperor Julian the Apostate had invaded Persian 
territory in the hope of reconquering lands that the Persians 
had seized after defeating the army of the Roman Empire.  
Instead Julian was killed in battle.  After the pagan takeover of 
the city, the Christian population was forced to flee, and 
Ephrem made his way to the great center of Syriac Christian-
ity at Edessa (a city in modern day northern Greece).  He 
spent the last ten years of his life there. Edessa was a very cos-
mopolitan city both of learning and religious diversity.  
Ephrem thrived in this environment.  Most of his surviving 
works, both in prose and poetry, seem to come from this pe-
riod in his life. 
 

Ephrem functioned as a deacon and was well regarded as a 
teacher.  In fact Ephrem is considered the classical writer of 
the Syrian church.  Much of what he wrote was in verse.  Even 
his sermons (which are called memre) are composed in seven 
syllable lines.  Ephrem is famous for the hymns that he com-
posed on the Nativity of Christ, on Easter, and on various 
saints.  He also wrote exegetical, dogmatic, and polemical 
works.  Like the works of all the fourth century Doctors of the 
Church, the writings of Ephrem center on the salvific action of 
the God-Man.  Though Ephrem was a representative of Nicene 
orthodoxy and opponent of the Arians, we do not find the use 
of the word homoousios (consubstantial in English) or any 
other Greek technical terms in his Christology.  Ephrem takes 
another approach.  He envisions poetically the mystery by 
which the Only Begotten of the Father left the hidden realm of 
divinity to take on the human condition and free us from sin 
and evil. 
 

Pope Benedict XVI devoted one of his Wednesday audiences 
to the life and influence of Saint Ephrem.  He noted that the 
figure of Ephrem is still timely for the life of the various 
Christian churches.  The Holy Father notes that we discover 
him in the first place as a theologian who reflects poetically, 
on the basis of Holy Scripture, on the mystery of our redemp-
tion brought about by Christ, the Word of God incarnate.  
Ephrem’s theological reflection is expressed in images and 
symbols taken from nature, daily life, and the Bible.  Ephrem 
gives his poetry and liturgical hymns a didactic and catechet-
ical genre: they are theological hymns yet at the same time 
suitable for recitation or liturgical song.  On the occasion of 
liturgical feasts, Ephrem made use of these hymns to spread 
Christian doctrine.  Time has proven his hymns to be an ex-
tremely effective catechetical instrument for the Christian 
community. 
 

Continued in the column to the right…….. 

+ In Memoriam Aeternam + 

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of  
Tom Repasky, cousin of Deacon Jim Datovech, Ortelinda 
Dias Pereria. 



August 28, 2022 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Who might be the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the 

blind in the banquet of your life? Who do you meet in 

life who you know cannot repay you for what you 

give? 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR (continued) 
 

Let me close with this prayer from the liturgy for the memo-
rial of Saint Ephrem, Deacon and the Doctor of the Church, 
which is celebrated each year on June 9: 
 

Pour into our hearts, O Lord, we pray, the Holy Spirit, at 

whose prompting the Deacon Saint Ephrem exulted in singing 

your mysteries and from whom he received the strength to 

serve you alone.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Until next week, 

Fr. John 

Good Luck to all St. Francis Students. 

Have a great year! 

 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Today, we hear Jesus say to us, “…when you hold a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind; blessed 
indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you.  For 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
 

With love for your neighbors who are poor, crippled, lame or 

blind, look around your house to see what furniture, household 

items, and clothing you no longer use…and give it to the Soci-

ety of St. Vincent de Paul. 
 

For more information about St. Francis of Assisi’s St. Vincent 
de Paul Society, please contact Director of Social Concerns 
and Adult Faith Formation Tony Bosnick at abos-
nick@sfadw.org.  

ADULT WOMEN INVITED TO JOIN 

 WALKING WITH PURPOSE BIBLE STUDY 
This fall, a parish-based Bible study program for adult women 
will begin at St. Francis of Assisi Parish. Walking with Pur-
pose is a ministry that develops Catholic Bible studies consis-
tent with Church doctrine. The program incorporates at-home 
scripture study, weekly small group discussion, and monthly 
talks on relevant study material.  All adult women are invited 
to take part in the Bible study, which kicks off from 10:15-
11:45 am Thursday, October 6, in the Kuehner Room and con-
tinues on subsequent Thursdays. For more information, please 
contact parishioners Lita Silva at litasilva4@gmail.com or 
(240) 380-4280 or Eileen Grams at ehaleygrams@gmail.com 
or (240) 899-7229.  

YOUTH IN GRADES 9-12 INVITED TO A KICKOFF 

PIZZAPARTY ON AUGUST 28 
As the summer winds to a close, Youth Ministry at St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish looks forward to an exciting new year. Fr. 
Grzegorz Okulewicz and Youth Minister Travis Tomon invite 
all youth from grades 9-12 to join us at 6:45 pm on Sunday, 
August 28, in the Parish Center for a Youth Ministry Kickoff 
Pizza Party. We’re excited for next year and can’t wait to see 
you there! If anyone would like to become a parish Youth 
Ministry volunteer,  or just know more about our parish youth 
group, please contact either Fr. G or Travis Tomon at the Par-
ish Office at (301) 840-1407 or e-mail sfayouth@sfadw.org.  

COMPLETE YOUR SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION 

THROUGH THE RCIA PROGRAM 
If you know someone interested in becoming Catholic or com-
pleting their Sacraments of Initiation, then please tell them 
about our parish’s Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults pro-
gram, which will begin Wednesday, September 14. The RCIA 
is an orientation and initiation into our Catholic faith, led by 
lay leaders and parish ministers who guide candidates and 
catechumens as they embark on their faith journey. Although 
the full RCIA program usually culminates during the Easter 
season, a person who has completed some sacraments may be 
ready to be fully received into the church sooner. Read more 
about RCIA at https://www.sfadw.org/explore-our-faith; for 
more information about RCIA, please contact Director of So-
cial Concerns and Adult Faith Formation Tony Bosnick at 
abosnick@sfadw.org.   

 

Congratulations  

Father Tom Weinandy  

on the 50th Anniversary  

of your ordination to the priesthood! 

August 26, 2022 

 
Thank you for all you do for St. Francis! 

 



REGISTER FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

Please be sure to return your registration by Septem-

ber 2 so that we can be ready to welcome your child 

as our program begins! 
 

If you have questions about this year’s program, or 

would like to register in person, please stop by the 

Religious Education Information Table that will be 

set up in the Gathering space after Sunday Masses 

today, August 28! 
 

REGISTER FOR 2022-23 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

FOR CHILDREN  

IN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE 8 
 

Our parish offers families a choice of two options for religious 
education: 
 

Option 1: “Classroom model” offering in-person classes 
with modifications in place as needed to comply with covid 
safety protocols: 
 

• Elementary (Kindergarten-Grade 5) classes offered at 
two session times: Sunday 9:20-10:35 am and Monday 
4:45-6:00 pm. If smaller class sizes are needed for covid 
safety, students will attend in-person classes on alternat-
ing weeks and complete a lesson at-home between each 
in-person class. 

• Middle School (Grade 6, 7 & 8) classes with students 
attending weekly. Two session times will be offered: 
Monday 6:45-8:00 pm and Tuesday 6:45-8:00 pm. 

• Classes for children and youth with special needs meet-
ing on Sunday afternoons 3:30-4:30 pm (in-person or 
online). 

 

Option 2: “Home school model” offering parents the oppor-
tunity to teach their children at home with textbook resources 
and support provided by the parish, including online parent 
meetings and additional events (in-person and online) for stu-
dents and families. 

Registration fee: $125.00 per child 
(If payment of registration fees poses a financial hardship, 

please contact us and allow us to assist you. 
 

Registration forms and additional information can be found on 
the parish website  https://sfadw.org/children-grades-pre-k-8.  

 

Completed forms can be mailed to the parish, dropped off in 
person at the Rectory Office (Monday-Friday, 8 am-4 pm), or 
returned as digital copies via email to sfarelig-
ioused@sfadw.org.  
 

 

Please share this information with others, especially 

those who will be new to our program! 
 

As we look ahead to next year’s Religious Education pro-

gram, please consider whether you can serve as a catechist 
for our children and young people. If you would like to 
learn more about this important ministry, please contact Susan 
Anderson, Director of Religious Education, at 301-258-9193. 

 

Continued in the column to the right…... 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (continued) 
 

Registering for Sacramental Preparation 

Sacramental preparation for 1st Reconciliation, 1st Eucha-
rist, Confirmation, and Christian Initiation for Children/
Teens (CIC/CIT) is not grade specific and involves 
preparation in addition to grade level Religious Educa-
tion classes. At minimum, children are expected to have 
participated in religious education in the year prior to 
preparing for a sacrament.  
 

Families requesting sacramental preparation for their 
child are asked to mark their registration form accord-
ingly so that additional information can be provided. 
Please note that there is a separate materials fee for sacra-
mental preparation programs. More details will be pro-
vided at the parent meetings next year.  

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 

We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 

http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 

Instagram: stjuderockville 
 

1st Week of School Schedule 
1st - 8th Grade 

August 29 & 30 - 12:00 Dismissal with aftercare 
August 31 & September 1 - 3:00 Dismissal with aftercare 
September 2 - 12:00 Dismissal no aftercare 
September 5 - No School Labor Day  
 

Kindergarten 

August 29 - September 1 - 12:00 Dismissal with aftercare 
September 2 - 12:00 Dismissal no aftercare 
September 5 - No School Labor Day  
 

Pre- K 

August 29-September 1 - 11:45 Dismissal with aftercare 
September 2 - 11:45 Dismissal no aftercare 
September 5 - No School Labor Day  
 
Girls on the Run of Montgomery County has a team at 
SJRCS for 3rd-5th graders! Girls on the Run has fun, evi-
dence-based programs that inspire all girls to build their confi-
dence, kindness, and decision-making skills. Dynamic lessons 
instill valuable life skills including the important connection 
between physical and emotional health. 
• Practices: Tu/Th 3:30-4:45pm beginning September 12 

• Register: girlsontherunofmoco.org 
 

For more information please contact Mrs. Amy Rueth at 
amy.rueth@stjuderockville.org 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Back to School Night for Lower School Parents  
 – September 13 at 6:30 PM 
Back to School Night for Upper School Parents  
 – September 15 at 6:30 PM 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring or 
readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities. If interested in learning more, contact Gary 
Palmer (301-948-6494 or email gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

ST. MARTIN’S FOOD PANTRY SHORTAGES 
 

Canned Fruit 
Canned Beans 
Dry Unsweetened Cereal 
Pasta 
Pasta Sauce 
Dry Rice/Beans 
Mac & Cheese 
Meals in a can (stew, canned pasta, chili, etc.) 
 

Diapers - Sizes Newborn, 3, 5 & 6 
Baby Wipes 
Pediasure 
Baby Formula (Equivalents/substitutes for US produced 
Similac Blue and Similac Orange (sensitive). 
 

Ensure for Adults 
Adult Unisex Pullups - Sizes S/M/L 
 

Paper Bags (Trader Joe size or similar).  
Plastic Newspaper Bags 
Plastic Grocery Bags 
12-egg cartons (Plastic) 
 

Please place donations in the St. Martin’s Food Pantry Bin 
in the Gathering Space or the Rectory front porch if the 
church is locked. 

HELP FOR MARRIAGES IN TROUBLE 
Is your marriage going down the right road or is it a little off 
track? Looking for a better way? The Retrouvaille Program is 
for married couples facing difficult challenges in their relation-
ship. It is a Christian marriage program, Catholic in origin, in 
which couples of all faiths or no faith background are encour-
aged to attend. It can help you learn the tools of healthy com-
munication, build intimacy, and heal. For confidential infor-
mation about the Retrouvaille Program or to register for the 
weekend  on  Sep tember  2 -4 ,  2022,  p lease 
visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call (443) 400–7017, or e-
mail 3015@HelpOurMarriage.org. There is hope! 

ST FRANCIS YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

YOUTH GROUP 
 

AUGUST 
 August 28 6:45pm Pizza Party 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

 September 4:   6:30pm to 8pm (Youth Room) 
 
Youth Ministry is looking for teens and adults to help us plan 
future events. If you'd like to get involved or just have an idea 
to share, please reach out to sfayouth@sfadw.org.  
 

Thank you for all you do,  

and we look forward to meeting you! 

ST. FRANCIS ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR  

Saturday, November 12, 2022 
 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR CRAFTERS 
We will begin making crafts for the 2022 Holiday Bazaar on 
Wednesday September 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center.  If 
you enjoy being creative and socializing with fellow parish-
ioners, please plan on attending.  Also, projects can be taken 
home to work on.  For additional information, please call the 
Parish Office, 301- 840-1407. 
 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR VENDORS 
We are looking for vendors to sell their items at our Holiday 
Bazaar.  For additional information on how you can partici-
pate in our Holiday Bazaar, please call the Parish Office, 301-
840-1407. 

YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED 
Domestic violence refers to a pattern of violent and coercive be-
havior by one adult over another in an intimate relationship. It can 
consist of repeated severe beatings or subtle forms of abuse, in-
cluding threats and control. If you experience any form of abuse, 
please know that there is help. Call the National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. To learn more about domestic 
violence, please visit www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED 
Gaithersburg Meals on Wheels has a continuing need for driv-
ers to deliver hot and cold meals at lunchtime to the elderly 
and shut-ins in the Gaithersburg area. Meals are prepared at 
Asbury Methodist Village, 333 Russell Ave., and picked up 
by drivers between 10:30 and 11:15 a.m. Monday-Friday. 
Containers are provided for carrying the meals, and delivery 
takes about one hour, with eight to 12 clients on each route. 
Volunteers are asked to drive either once a week, or once 
every other week. Children are welcome to accompany par-
ents. Training is provided. If you are interested or if you have 
any questions, please contact Ralph Chite at 240-715-8658 or 
ralphchite@comcast.net 

DONATE YOUR USED CLOTHING  
If you are sorting through gently used clothing to give away, 
remember that there is a St. Vincent de Paul clothing collec-
tion bin in the lower parking lot.  Donations of clean clothing 
in good repair is greatly appreciated.  Please put clothing in a 
plastic bag and deposit in the slot at the top of the bin.  Collec-
tions are made weekly and will be a great blessing to those in 
need in the region. 



OUR LADY OF BETHESDA RETREAT CENTER 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 

 

Understanding Anxiety & Stress in a Post-Pandemic World 

Workshop Series: Starts September 8, 2022 
Learn how to feel stronger and healthier in a post-pandemic 
world by attending this upcoming series of work-
shops presenting talks and time to practice learning a new 
technique experientially. Presented by Dr. Kathleen Mussele- 
white, Executive Director of the Alpha Omega Clinic, the se-
ries will run monthly on Thursday evenings: Sep 8, Oct 13, 
Nov 10, Jan 12, Feb 9, Mar 2; each session duration: 7:00-

8:30pm. The cost for each session is $60 per person, or sign 
up for the entire series for $300 per person. Come to all or 
some. This program is a collaboration of Our Lady 
of Bethesda Retreat Center with the Alpha Omega Clinic, both 
located at 7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817. Find 
more information and links to register on 
our website: www.ourladyofbethesda.org 
 

Take a Personal “Retreat” Day this Fall! 
Sep 16/Oct 28/Nov 18 
Are your days overcrowded, jam-packed, and busy, busy, busy? 
Take a break this fall and enjoy your very own personal retreat at 
Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center. During your personal re-
treat, from 8:30am-4pm, an experienced retreat director will 
guide you to a place of rest with Christ.  The retreat schedule 
allows for one-on-one spiritual direction (optional), quiet reflec-
tion, Mass, Confession and Eucharistic Adoration, plus continen-
tal breakfast and lunch, so you will be nourished and cared for 
while Our Lord speaks to your soul about the depths of His love 
for you. Cost is $120 per person.  Advance Registration is re-
quired, and registrations will be limited to facilitate appropriate 
social distancing. Visit our website to register and to find more 
dates ourladyofbethesda.org. Or call 301-365-0612. We also have 
monthly Mini-Retreats for women and Evenings of Reflection for 
men. Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd., 
Bethesda, MD 20817. 

GABRIEL PROJECT - MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
The Gabriel Project Cluster of Montgomery County serves 
mothers and their families in crisis pregnancies. The last two 
months have been the busiest in our 26-year history. The re-
cent Supreme Court ruling may be contributing to the increase 
in the number of pregnant mothers requesting our help. Those 
who want abortion to be legal nationwide are very upset about 
this ruling and will do everything possible to continue pushing 
the abortion agenda. What crime have these unborn babies 
committed? Please help us provide maternity clothes and 

fall clothing for newborns and older children of our client 
families. New or gently used clothing is greatly appreciated, or 
go to our Website, www.gpmoco.org. Click on our Amazon 
wishlist and choose from any number of items. We also need 
women volunteers to serve as Angel Friends. Please pray 
about joining our team of over 70 Angel Friends who stay in 
touch with client mothers during their pregnancies. We espe-
cially need bi-lingual women to serve as Angel Friends. 
Questions? Contact Natalie Ray at natalieanneray@gmail.com. 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
St. Elizabeth Bereavement Ministry will offer a seven-week 
bereavement support group series for adults who have experi-
enced the death of a parent, spouse or significant other. The 
sessions will be held virtually using the Zoom format.   The 
fall series will meet on Wednesday evenings at 7 – 8:30 PM, 
from September 7 - October 26, 2022.  There is no fee but reg-
istration is required.  Space is strictly limited so call early.  To 
register call Deacon Kevin Byrne (301-279-5962) or Claudia 
McAuliffe (301-881-1457).   

MOVING OR CHANGE OF ADDRESS/E-MAIL/

PHONE NUMBER 
Please notify our Parish Office, 301-840-1407 or email sfapar-
ishoffice@sfadw.org, of any changes in your address, phone num-
ber or e-mail address.  Thank you for helping to keep our data-
base up-to-date. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #2323 

SHRIMP FEAST 
 

Shrimp Feast – September 17, 2022 
Enjoy an Evening with Family and friends 

6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 
Father Cuddy Hall, 17001 Overhill Rd., Derwood Md. 

Tickets will be sold at the door 
Payment by Credit Card Available 

$25.00 for Adults, 
$15.00 for age 16 and under 

$5.00 for 6 piece chicken nugget meal. 
Dinner includes 

Spiced Shrimp, Grilled Chicken Breast, 
Corn on the Cob, French fries, 

Coleslaw, Beer, Wine, Soft Drinks 
For further information contact Kevin McClintock 

at kevinmc64@verizon.net 
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/kofc2323  

TAKE PART IN OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY  

MEMORIAL TREE PLANTING 

 & BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT 
If you would still like to remember a loved one through the 
parish’s Memorial Tree Planting and Beautification Project, 
then it is not too late. Parishioners have until September 15 to 
make a $200 contribution to the 50th anniversary fundraiser, 
which establishes a general fund for the preparation of the 
ground/soil, purchase, installation, and maintenance of 12 trees 
to replace dead or dying ones on the parish grounds.  A bless-
ing of the trees will take place on Sunday, October 9. Read 
more about the project at https://www.sfadw.org/memorial-
tree-planting-project. To make a contribution, you can either 
download and print the donation form from the web link above 
or visit the Parish Office to fill out a donation form and drop 
off your contribution. For more information, please contact the 
Parish Office at (301) 840-1407.  


