
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 
 
 
 
 
December 12 - December 18, 2022 
 

Monday, 12/12  9:00 a.m. Alexander O’Connor 
Tuesday, 12/13  9:00 a.m. Robert D. Ruiz 
Wednesday, 12/14  9:00 a.m.  Don Smith 
  7:30 p.m.  Elsa Ghebrelul 
Thursday, 12/15       9:00 a.m. Angel Andrada 
Friday, 12/16  9:00 a.m. Joseph Michael Gardner 
Saturday, 12/17 5:00 p.m. Patsy & Stella Battista 
Sunday, 12/18  8:00 a.m. Roderick Chin 
  9:30 a.m. Marissa Santos (L) 
 11:15 a.m. Claudette Tan-Kwok 
  1:00 p.m. Pro populo 
  5:00 p.m. Alain Alerte 

Please pray for the sick…Clarke Moore, Gloria Reinoso, Emily 
Strominger-Weiss, Nicole Behrus Weiss, Carolina Uechi, Ingrid 
Abt, Fr. William Brailsford, Greg Ford, Sara Becker, Christine 
Vilgos-Mitchell, Pedro Ustrell, Carmella Spano, Mark Patter-
son, Michael Waple, Sophia Jusko, Debra Price, Barbara 
Schmidt, Angelica Santos, Allison Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan 
Degen, Bob Jones, William Komlo, Sandra Kimball, Ed Duden-
hoeffer, Jackie Roebuck King, Jeni Stepanek. (Names will remain 
on this list for four consecutive weeks, but can be repeated by calling 
the Office.) 

Readings for the Week of December 11, 2022 
Sunday:  Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10/Jas 5:7-10/
  Mt 11:2-11 
Monday:  Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/ 
  Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Tuesday:  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 
  23/Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday:  Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 
  13-14/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday:  Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b/
  Lk 7:24-30 
Friday:   Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8/Jn 5:33-36 
Saturday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/ 
  Mt 1:1-17 
Next Sunday:  Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/ 
  Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
I am writing this column on Sunday, December 4, which is 
usually the liturgical commemoration of St. John Damascene.  
Pope Benedict spoke about St. John Damascene (John of Da-
mascus) in his General Audience on May 6, 2009.  Let’s read 
what the Holy Father said about St. John Damascene on that 
occasion: 
 

John Damascene was a personage of prime importance in 
the history of Byzantine theology, a great Doctor in the 
history of the Universal Church.  Above all he was an 
eyewitness of the passage from the Greek and Syriac 
Christian cultures shared by the Eastern part of the Byz-
antine Empire to the Islamic culture, which spread 
through its military conquests in the territory known as 
the Middle or Near East.  John, born into a wealthy 
Christian family, at an early age assumed the role, per-
haps already held by his father, of Treasurer of the Cali-
phate.  Very soon, however, dissatisfied with life at 
court, he decided on a monastic life, and entered the 
monastery of Mar Saba.  This was around the year 700.  
He never again left the monastery, but dedicated all his 
energy to ascesis [the practice of severe self-discipline 
for religious reasons] and literary work, not disdaining a 
certain amount of pastoral activity, as is shown by his 
numerous homilies.  His liturgical commemoration is on 
December 4.  Pope Leo XIII proclaimed him Doctor of 
the Universal Church in 1890. 
 

St. John Damascene is remembered today primarily for three 
reasons.  First of all, he is known for his writings against the 
iconoclasts, who opposed the veneration of images.  The Byz-
antine Emperor Leo III issued a decree in 726 forbidding the 
veneration of icons [sacred images] and ordering their destruc-
tion throughout the empire.  Because St. John Damascene 
lived in Muslim territory, Leo III and other iconoclasts could 
not silence him.  Second, he is famous for his treatise, Exposi-
tion of the Orthodox Faith, a summary of the thought of the 
Greek Fathers of the Church (of which he is considered the 
last).  It is thought that this book is to Eastern Schools what 
the Summa Theologiae of St. Thomas Aquinas became to the 
West.  Third, St. John Damascene is known as a poet.  In fact, 
he is considered one of the two greatest poets of the Eastern 
Church.  The other one is St. Romanus the Melodist.  He also 
had a great devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  His sermons 
on her feast days are also well known. 
 

Let me close this column with a quotation from his Exposition 
of the Orthodox Faith: 
 

“The saints must be honored as friends of Christ and 
children and heirs of God, as John the theologian and 
evangelist says: ‘But as many as received him, he gave 
them the power to be made the sons of God….’ Let us 
carefully observe the manner of life of all the apostles, 
martyrs, ascetics, and just men who announced the com-
ing of the Lord.  And let us emulate their faith, charity, 
hope, zeal, life, patience under suffering, and persever-
ance unto death, so that we may also share their crowns 
of glory.” 
 

Until next week, 
Fr. John 

In Memoriam Aeternam + 
In your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of 
Edward LeViseur, brother of Peg Smith, Mary O’Grady, 
Min Xu, Juan Pablo Quizon, Deacon Eugene S. Bur-
roughs.. 



December 11, 2022 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Have others recognized Christ’s presence in me? What 
can I do during Advent and Christmas to witness to 
Christ’s presence in the world? 

ADVENT EVENTS AT ST. FRANCIS 
 OF ASSISI PARISH 

 

With our Advent season in full swing, St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish has numerous liturgical, service, and 
fundraising activities taking place. Please mark your 
calendars with the following events or read more at 
http://www.sfadw.org/advent-christmas:   

 

· Advent wreath signup to light the Advent 
wreath in the church every weekend Mass during 
the liturgical season. Individuals, couples, and 
families are invited to sign up on the forms in the 
Gathering Space.  

· Alternative Christmas Gift Sale on the weekend 
of December 10/11 in the Gathering Space. This 
fundraiser enables parishioners to make donations 
to nonprofit organizations in the amount of goods 
and services provided by the charities; donors are 
provided with a card that they can give to their 
loved ones, as alternatives to tangible Christmas 
gifts. Cash and checks are accepted payment; no 
credit cards, please.  

· Advent Penance service at 7 pm Monday, De-
cember 12, in the church. Come receive God’s 
forgiveness of your sins during this communal 
penance service at our church.  

Let us reflect on the birth of Jesus Christ and how we 
can love him and others this Advent Season! 

GIFT CARD RETURN 
REMEMBER TO RETURN YOUR GIFT 
CARDS BY DECEMBER 12.  YOU CAN 

PUT THEM IN AN  
ENVELOPE AND DROP THEM IN THE 

COLLECTION BASKET OR DROP THEM 
OFF AT THE PARISH OFFICE.  PLEASE 

BE SURE TO  
INCLUDE THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF 

THE CARD. 

HELP AGING RELIGIOUS 
Senior sisters, brothers, and religious order priests have 
devoted their lives to prayer, service and works of mer-
cy.  Most ministered for little or no pay.  Today, their 
religious communities do not have enough retirement 
savings.  Your gift to today’s Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious Collection helps furnish medications, nursing 
care, and other necessities.  Please give generously. 

PARISH PICTURE DIRECTORIES  
ARE IN! 

If you had your picture taken for the Parish Directo-
ry you can pick up your copy of the Directory from 
the Parish Office  

WELCOME to the Family of Christ! 
 

The following individuals and their families recently joined 
our St. Francis faith community during the month of November: 
 

 Rosa Benites 
 Salomon Duran & Anabel Salmeron 
 Marsha Pyott 
 Richard & Michelle Resig 
  

The following children were baptized during the month of Novem-
ber: 
 Ryan Zachary Anduiza 

CHRISTMAS 2022 SCHEDULE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Saturday, December 24th   Vigil Masses 

4:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m.  
8:00 p.m. 
11:00 p.m. with incense 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25th 
 9:30 a.m. 
 11:15 a.m. 
 1:00 p.m. Espanol 

 

No 5:00 p.m. Mass 
 

 
January 1, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Saturday, December 31 Vigil Mass - 5:00 p.m. 
 

   Sunday, January 1 8:00 ,9:30  & 11:15 a.m. 
 1:00 p.m. Espanol 

 

 No 5:00 p.m. Mass 

COME CELEBRATE OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
AT THE MASS IN SPANISH ON DECEMBER 11 

Come join the Mass in Spanish on Sunday, December 11, in 
church, when Mass attendees will commemorate the Feast Day 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. At 12:45 pm, please gather in the 
Gathering Space with a pink rose; the attendees will process out 
the church’s front doors, through the Mary Grotto and go back 
into the church through its side doors. Mass attendees will leave 
their rose in a vase on the altar before returning to their seats and 
celebrating Mass at the regular start time of 1 pm.  



2022-23 RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION CLASSES 

 

Even though Religious Education classes have started, space 
is still available and children are welcome to begin classes 
once registration is received and processed. Registration forms 
can be found in the Gathering Space, the Parish Offices, and 
also on the parish website. Please call the Religious Education 
Office if need more information: 301-258-9193. Children 
must be registered before they can begin classes. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS STOCKING HELP LINE 
Religious Education families are invited to support families 
served by Catholic Charities here in Montgomery County by 
donating $40 gift cards for local departments stores (e.g., Tar-
get) through our "RE Christmas Stocking Help Line." Fami-
lies are invited to take one (or more) stockings, purchase a gift 
card, and return these to RE classes by December 13. Look for 
a letter with more information about this project given to stu-
dents in RE classes. 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE FOR RE STUDENTS 
The students in grades 3 - 8 will have the opportunity to cele-
brate the Sacrament of Reconciliation as part of their Reli-
gious Education classes in Advent. Catechists will review the 
Sacrament of Penance in advance, and we encourage parents 
to talk with their children about the Sacrament as well. Please 
note the date for your child’s session and grade as shown be-
low: 
 

Sunday 9:20 Session: 
 Grade 4– Sun., Dec. 11 

Grade 3– Sun., Dec. 18 
 

Monday 4:45 Session: 
Grades 4 and 5 – Mon., Dec. 12 

Monday 6:45 Session: 
Grades 6, 7 & 8 – Mon., Dec. 12 
(participating in the Parish Penance Service starting at 
7:00 pm) 
 

Tuesday 6:45 Session: 
Grades 6, 7 & 8 – Tues., Dec. 13 
 

Ways to Serve 
The entire parish community shares responsibility for faith 
formation and the support of many volunteers makes our pro-
grams successful. There are a variety of ways to serve, includ-
ing weekly, monthly, and “as needed” commitments: 

· Catechist 
· Classroom Aide 
· Substitute Catechist 
· Support for Service Projects 
· Support for Art Projects (at home preparation) 
· Help with Sacramental Celebrations & Special Events 

 

Please consider supporting our Religious Education program 
as a volunteer! To learn more, please call the Religious Educa-
tion Office at 301-258-9193. 

ST. FRANCIS YOUTH GROUP  
All youth in grades 6-12 are encouraged to join the Youth 
Group whenever they can for fun, fellowship, and faith for-
mation: 
. December 18: Christmas party. 

 

Please contact Youth Minister Travis Tomon for additional 
information @ sfayouth@sfadw.org. 

JOIN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
 STARTING JANUARY 5 

Come and learn more about the Bible with other women. This 
winter, small group Bible study opportunities will be availa-
ble for women on Thursdays from 10:15 am to 11:45 am in 
the Kuehner Room. Beginning on January 5, the first six-
week study will be based on the book of Ephesians, using the 
book, “Fearless and Free,” which is part of the Walking With 
Purpose ministry. To order the book, go to 
www.walkingwithpurpose.com to purchase your copy. WWP 
aims  to make scripture and teachings of the Catholic Church 
relevant and applicable for all women.  To receive a link to 
register or for additional information, contact Eileen Grams at 
ehaleygrams@gmail.com or Lita Silva at litasil-
va4@gmail.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring 
or readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities. If interested in learning more, contact Gary 
Palmer (301-948-6494 or email gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

COME ATTEND TALK ON OUR LADY OF  
GUADALUPE ON DECEMBER 20 

All St. Francis of Assisi teens and adults are invited to attend 
a talk at 8 pm Tuesday, December 20, on “Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe: The Imagery behind the Image” at the Father Cuddy 
Hall, 17001 Overhill Road, in Derwood. Speaker Joseph 
Murtha, Former Master of the archdiocese’s District of the 
Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus, will address the myste-
rious appearance of an image of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 
the cape of St. Juan Diego in 1531 – an image that hasn’t 
deteriorated in nearly seven centuries. Murtha will discuss 
what science says about the image, what Our Lady of Guada-
lupe appears to be doing in the image, and why she is the 
patroness of the Americas, the unborn, and the Knights of 
Columbus. Come join us!  

2022 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS  
To receive credit in 2022, your contributions must be dated 
December 31, 2022.  If you are mailing a contribution, it 
must be received in the parish Office on or before Monday, 
January 2, 2023.  As a reminder, the parish statement of con-
tributions will not include your FAITHDIRECT contribu-
tions.  You will receive a statement directly from FAITHDI-



ST. MARTIN’S FOOD PANTRY SHORTAGES 
 

Canned Soup 
Canned Fruit 
Canned Beans (black/kidney/red, etc.) 
Dry Unsweetened Cereal 
Pasta 
Pasta Sauce 
Meals in a can (stew, canned pasta, chili, etc.) 
Dry Rice/Beans 
 

Ensure for Adults 
 

Paper Bags (Trader Joe size or similar).  
Plastic Newspaper Bags 
Plastic Grocery Bags 
12-egg cartons (Plastic) 
 

Please place donations in the St. Martin’s Food Pantry 
Bin in the Gathering Space or the Rectory front porch if 
the church is locked. 

Special thanks go to all those helping us to help  
our neighbors in need! 

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 
We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 
http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 

 
 

SJRCS 2023 REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
Registration for the 2023 school year is now open! Register early 
as we have limited openings! For more information contact El-

len.Donnelly@stjuderockville.org  
 

International Day Performances!  
We want you to perform at International Day! 
International Day-Feb. 3, 2023, at 10:00 am (During Catholic 
School’s Week) - We would love for you to share your cultural 
and artistic talents!  If you would like to perform a dance or song 
from your country - please email/send the following infor-
mation to Mrs. Balog at Katharine.Balog@stjuderockville.org  
Family Name and Email: 
My children are in the following grades: 
Country represented: 
Describe the performance you or your child will participate in: 
Provide the music through a downloaded song. The music cannot 
exceed 2 minutes. We must keep performances under 2 minutes 
due to time constraints of the event.  
 

International Day Volunteers Needed! 
International Day-Feb. 3, 2023, at 10:00 am (During Catholic 
School’s Week) - We need YOU to help! 
We are asking parents to set up booths that represent your coun-
try of origin. The booth will contain different items from your 
country (flags, posters, photographs, art, etc.)  
We are also asking that you bring samples of food from your 
country for the students to try at International Day (small appe-
tizers, small desserts). The food cannot contain nuts.  
We will also need parents to volunteer to run the country booths 
that represent the country their children studied in their individu-
al homerooms.  Volunteers will work with the classroom teach-
ers. Please email the following information to Mrs. Balog at: 
Katharine.Balog@stjuderockville.org Thank you!  
Family Name and Email:  
My children are in the following grades: 
I would like to volunteer to:  
*Run a country booth (please indicate which country you 
would like to represent):  
*Volunteer at International day   *Clean-up after the event   
*Donate food   *Perform at International Day.  

MOURNING THE DEATH OF A CHILD 
The Compassionate Friends (TCF) is an organization that 
can offer help to bereaved parents. TCF is an informal sup-
port group of mothers and fathers who know and understand 
the tragic impact that the death of a child has on a family. 
St. Francis parishioners Barbara and George Beall have 
been active members of TCF since their daughter died of 
cancer in 2004. Meetings are held on the first Thursday of 
each month at 7 pm at Potomac Presbyterian Church. There 
are no professional counselors, only parents who are willing 
to share their experiences with non-judgmental and under-
standing listeners. Everything is confidential, and there are 
no fees of any kind. If you would like more information, or 
to receive a TCF brochure, please call George or Barbara at 
(301) 253-8740. Their e-mail address is 
oldedish@starpower.net. You may contact them for help 
any time of the day or night.  

PARISH’S YOUNG ADULTS ARE GATHERING ON 
DECEMBER 11 FOR A POTLUCK DINNER 

It’s finally here! On Sunday, December 11, young adults 18-
40 are gathering for the Young Adult potluck dinner from 
6:30-8 pm in the Rectory’s Youth Room. Come join Fr. 
Grzegorz Okulewicz and other young adults to get to know 
one another and discuss the building of this ministry at our 
church. Dinner and beverages will be provided, but all at-
tendees are asked to bring a dessert to share. Please RSVP on 
Flocknote, https://sfaderwood.flocknote.com/signup/105408. 
For more information, please contact Fr. G at (301) 840-
1407. All are welcome!  

IN HONOR OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
The World Apostolate of Fatima, Archdiocese of Washing-
ton Division "The Blue Army" Invites you to Rosary, 
Mass, Confession, Divine Mercy Chaplet, and healing 
prayers. Tuesday, December 13 at 1:00pm in the Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary Chapel, Basilica of the National Shrine, 
Michigan Ave, DC.. For more information call 301-595-
1770. 

DONATE YOUR GENTLY USED WINTER  
OUTERWEAR STARTING JANUARY 9 

Are you planning on getting a new coat this Christmas 
season? If so, please deposit your gently used coats, hats, 
gloves, mittens, and scarves to the designated box in the 
Gathering Space from January 9-23 to benefit patrons at 
the Montgomery County Family Center, operated by 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington. 
Thanks for ensuring your gently used outerwear items will 
benefit those who need them this winter!  



ESPANOL  
Eventos de Adviento en Nuestra Parroquia 
Con nuestra temporada de Adviento en pleno apogeo, la Pa-
rroquia de San Francisco de Asís tiene numerosas actividades 
litúrgicas, de servicio y de recaudación de fondos. Marque sus 
calendarios con los siguientes eventos ó lea más en http://
www.sfadw.org/advent-christmas: 
· Inscripción de corona de Adviento para encender la 

corona de Adviento en la iglesia cada misa de fin de 
semana durante la temporada litúrgica. Se invita a las 
personas, parejas y familias a inscribirse en los formula-
rios en el Espacio de Reunión. 

· Charla a las 7 pm el martes, 6 de diciembre, sobre 
“¿Qué niño es este?” en el Salón de Kuehner. Venga a 
escuchar a la profesora de teología y feligresa Anastacia 
Wooden, Ph.D, reflexionar sobre el Misterio de la Encar-
nación y aprender sobre la historia y el significado más 
completo del Adviento y la Navidad. 

· Venta alternativa de regalos navideños los fines del 
10/11 en el Espacio de Reunión. Esta recaudación de 
fondos permite a los feligreses hacer donaciones a organi-
zaciones sin fines de lucro en la cantidad de bienes y ser-
vicios proporcionados por las organizaciones benéficas; 
los donantes reciben una tarjeta que pueden dar a sus se-
res queridos, como alternativa a los regalos tangibles de 
Navidad. Se aceptan pagos en efectivo y cheques; no tar-
jetas de crédito, por favor. 

· Servicio de Penitencia de Adviento a las 7 pm el lunes, 
12 de diciembre en la iglesia. Ven a recibir el perdón de 
Dios por tus pecados durante este servicio de penitencia 
comunitaria en nuestra iglesia. 

 

¡Esperamos que todos los feligreses participen en la reflexión 
sobre el nacimiento de Jesucristo y cómo podemos amarlo a 
él y a los demás en esta próxima temporada de Adviento! 
 
Ven a celebrar a Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe en la Mi-
sa en español el 11 de diciembre 
Únase a la Misa en español el domingo 11 de diciembre en la 
iglesia, cuando los asistentes a la Misa conmemorarán el Día 
de la Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. A las 12:45 pm, 
por favor reúnase en el Espacio de Reunión con una rosa rosa-
da; los asistentes saldrán por las puertas principales de la igle-
sia, a través de la Gruta de María y regresarán a la iglesia a 
través de sus puertas laterales. Los asistentes a la misa dejarán 
su flor en un jarrón en el altar antes de regresar a sus asientos 
y celebrar la misa a la hora de inicio regular de la 1 pm.  
 
Horario de la Misa de Navidad:  
¡Únase a nosotros para celebrar el nacimiento de Jesucristo en 
nuestra Misa de Navidad en Español a la 1 pm el domingo 25 
de diciembre en la iglesia! Esperamos celebrar esta feliz oca-
sión con la comunidad de habla hispana en este alegre día.  
 

Usted y sus familias también están invitados a unirse a noso-
tros en una de nuestras Misas de Navidad en inglés en la igle-
sia. Los horarios de misa son los siguientes:  

 

· Sábado 24 de diciembre, Nochebuena: Misas a las 4 pm, 
6 pm, 8 pm y 11 pm.  

· Domingo 25 de diciembre, día de Navidad: Misas a las 
9:30 am y 11:15 am.  

¡Vengan, adorémoslo! 

Los jóvenes adultos de la parroquia se reunirán el 11 de 
diciembre para la cena compartida  
¡Por fin está aquí! El domingo 11 de diciembre, los jóvenes 
adultos de 18 a 40 años se reunirán para la cena de comida 
compartida para jóvenes adultos de 6:30 a 8 pm en el Salón 
de Jóvenes de la Rectoría. Únase al P. Grzegorz Okulewicz 
y otros jóvenes adultos para conocerse y discutir la cons-
trucción de este ministerio en nuestra iglesia.  Se proporcio-
nará cena y bebidas, pero se pide a todos los asistentes que 
traigan un postre para compartir. Por favor, confirme su 
asistencia en Flocknote, en https://
sfaderwood.flocknote.com/signup/105408. Para obtener 
más información, comuníquese con el Padre G al (301) 840-
1407. ¡Todos son bienvenidos!  
 
Venga y asista a la charla sobre Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe el 20 de diciembre 
Todos los adolescentes y adultos de San Francisco de Asís 
están invitados a asistir a una charla en inglés a las 8 pm el 
martes 20 de diciembre sobre "Nuestra Señora de Guadalu-
pe: Las imágenes detrás de la imagen" en el Father Cuddy 
Hall, 17001 Overhill Road, en Derwood. El orador Joseph 
Murtha, ex Maestro del Distrito de Cuarto Grado de Caba-
lleros de Colón de la arquidiócesis, abordará la misteriosa 
aparición de una imagen de la Santísima Virgen María en la 
capa de San Juan Diego en 1531, una imagen que no se ha 
deteriorado en casi siete siglos. Murtha discutirá lo que la 
ciencia dice acerca de la imagen, lo que Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe parece estar haciendo en la imagen, y por qué 
ella es la patrona de las Américas, los que todavía no nacen, 
y los Caballeros de Colón. ¡Venga y únase a nosotros!  
 
Dona tu ropa exterior de invierno usada con cuidado a 
partir del 9 de enero 
¿Está planeando comprar un abrigo nuevo esta temporada 
navideña? Si es así, deposite sus abrigos, sombreros, guan-
tes, mitones y bufandas usados con cuidado en la caja desig-
nada en el Espacio de Reunión del 9 al 23 de enero para 
beneficiar a los clientes en el Centro Familiar del Condado 
de Montgomery, operado por Caridades Católicas de la Ar-
quidiócesis de Washington. ¡Gracias por asegurarse de que 
sus prendas de abrigo usadas con cuidado beneficien a quie-
nes las necesitan este invierno! 

Mensaje Urgente para las personas Pro-Vida! 
¿Está buscando una manera de poner sus principios en ac-
ción? El Proyecto Gabriel, región del Condado de Mont-
gomery, www.gpmoco.org , una organización sin fines de 
lucro y totalmente voluntaria en Maryland, brinda ayuda 
con recursos esenciales y ayuda espiritual a madres 
gestantes, y en necesidad. Durante los últimos dos meses, 
la cantidad de solicitudes por ayuda ha aumentado de 1 a 2
-4 por día. Por favor, considere unirse a un grupo de más 
de 70 mujeres Amigas-ángeles (Angel Friend) voluntarias 
quienes están en contacto con las mamás/gestantes clientes 
durante sus embarazos. Para la mayoría de las voluntarias 
el tiempo que dedican es de menos de 2 horas por semana. 
Especialmente necesitamos voluntarias bilingües. 
¿Preguntas? Por favor, comuníquese con Natalie Ray na-
talieanneray@gmail.com  


