
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 
 
 
 
 

January 2 - January 8, 2023 
 

Monday, 1/2  9:00 a.m. Rupert Theophilus Townsend 
Tuesday, 1/3  9:00 a.m. Reverend Robert S. Pittman 
Wednesday, 1/4  9:00 a.m.  Evelyn Meade 
  7:30 p.m.  Patricia Wood Holloway 
Thursday, 1/5       9:00 a.m. Alexander O’Connor 
Friday, 1/6  9:00 a.m. Barbara Lynn Beall 
  7:30 p.m. Ginny Lewis 
Saturday, 1/7  5:00 p.m. Selwyn & Flavia De Souza 
Sunday, 1/8  8:00 a.m. Pro populo 
  9:30 a.m. Maria Relunia 
 11:15 a.m. Alex Scaria 
  1:00 p.m. Maria Casilda Ortiz 
  5:00 p.m. Catherine Sgambati 

Please pray for the sick…Callie McGowan, Patrice Datovech, 
Gloria Reinoso, Emily Strominger-Weiss, Nicole Behrus Weiss, 
Carolina Uechi, Christine Vilgos-Mitchell, Pedro Ustrell, Car-
mella Spano, Mark Patterson, Michael Waple, Sophia Jusko, 
Debra Price, Barbara Schmidt, Angelica Santos, Allison Brauer, 
Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, Bob Jones, Sandra Kimball, Ed 
Dudenhoeffer, Jackie Roebuck King, Jeni Stepanek. (Names will 
remain on this list for four consecutive weeks, but can be repeated by 
calling the Office.) 

Readings for the Week of January 2, 2023 
Sunday:  Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/
  Lk 2:16-21 
Monday:  1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34 
Wednesday:  1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday:  1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 1:43-51 
Friday:   1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/ 
  Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-28 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 
Saturday:  1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a, and 9b/
  Jn 2:1-11 
Next Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 11)/
  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
Happy New Year! I pray that 2023 will be a year of blessings 
for all of us.  Next week I will resume the series on the Doc-
tors of the Church.  Today I want to draw your attention to an 
interview that Wilton Cardinal Gregory gave to Michael J. 
O’Loughlin, national correspondent at America magazine.  
The interview was conducted on December 8, 2022—the day 
after Cardinal Gregory’s seventy-fifth birthday.  It was posted 
online on December 12, 2022. 
 

In addition to being Archbishop of Washington, Cardinal 
Gregory serves as the Catholic co-chair of the National Coun-
cil of Synagogues consultation for the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops.  Cardinal Gregory is also a previous chair of 
the bishops committee for interreligious dialogue. 
 

The first question Michael O’Loughlin asked Cardinal Grego-
ry was how Catholics should respond when they encounter the 
stories of high-profile persons exhibiting antisemitic behavior.  
Cardinal Gregory replied that it was important that Catholics 
be properly informed and have their facts straight.  He also 
said that it was important that we acknowledge the damage 
that those kinds of attacks on individuals or Jewish institutions 
do to the lives of people.  These people may include our 
neighbors, our friends, and our colleagues. Cardinal Gregory 
also noted that it is important that we Catholics stay on top of 
what is happening and witness the destructive forces that seem 
to be constantly erupting in too many places in our nation. 
 
Later in the interview Michael O’Loughlin asked Cardinal 
Gregory if he has noticed a tendency in young Catholics not to 
have antisemitism on their list of concerns.  Cardinal Gregory 
thought that this was a perception that touched the lives of 
many young people.  It seems that the farther away we get 
from a terrible moment in history, there are a fewer people 
who have firsthand knowledge of it.  Cardinal Gregory also 
mentioned that both Catholic and Jewish participants 
acknowledge that too many of our young people do not have a 
proper appreciation, knowledge, and investment with their 
religious history.  Young Catholics don’t know our history.  
That is why it is important for us to reintroduce the reasons 
why documents and dialogues were established, why they had 
to be published, and why they have to be reread and recon-
firmed in almost every decade and in every generation. 
 

Cardinal Gregory said that at a recently concluded Jewish-
Catholic dialogue that the Jewish and Catholic partners agreed 
that we need to go to the institutions that prepare leaders, both 
from the Jewish and Catholic perspectives, and begin there.  
We have to prepare our future leaders in the Jewish theologi-
cal schools, Catholic seminaries and religious houses to speak 
forthrightly, carefully, accurately, and compassionately about 
the causes of violence, antisemitism, and racism.  If our lead-
ers are not prepared, the problems we face won’t have a solu-
tion that is worthy of the people that we represent. 

Continued in the column to the right……….. 

In Memoriam Aeternam + 
In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of  
William Komlo. 



January 1, 2023 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
What happened in my life in 2022 that I treasure 
in my heart? How do I recognize God’s role in 
these blessings? 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR (continued) 
 

Perhaps a New Year’s resolution that we could undertake in 2023 
would be to read once again the Declaration on the Relation of the 
Church with Non-Christian Religions from the Second Vatican 
Council that was promulgated on October 28, 1965 by Pope St. 
Paul VI—nearly sixty years ago.  A parishioner gave a succinct 
answer as to what we need to do and why this is important in a 
recent conversation with me: “We have to teach the history to each 
new generation.  I also liked that he [Cardinal Gregory] empha-
sized that it is not a matter of picking which issue (of racism) to 
highlight, but ‘seeing them as interrelated hatred.’” 
 
Until next week, 
Fr. John 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

The Parish Office will be closed Monday, January 
2, in observation of the New Year holiday. We 
wish everyone in our parish family a peaceful and 
healthy start to 2023! 

WELCOME FR. CARLOS PIEDRAHITA 
Please welcome Reverend Fr. Carlos Piedrahita, who will 
speak at all Masses on behalf of Cross Catholic Outreach 
which was founded to create a meaningful link between parish-
es in America and the priests and nuns working the Church 
overseas in the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, Central and South 
America.  Please be generous in your response to Father’s ap-
peal. Brochures will be provided if you wish to support this 
worthy Catholic ministry. 

2022 CHRISTMAS TREE SALES 
Dear Parishioners, 
What a year St. Francis of Assisi Parish had once 
again despite the soaring costs, supply chain and tree 
shortage challenges, we were able to sell all 185 Fra-
sier Fir Christmas trees!   
 

We earned an outstanding net profit of $10,148 for 
the year, despite the low inventory and increased 
cost of the trees and fuel for shipping.  Additionally, 
we were able to raise and donate $587, in “tip” mon-
ey that the parish will use to support families in 
need.  
 

I would like to thank all of the parishioners and indi-
viduals who donated countless hours of volunteering 
as well as to all of those who purchased a tree from 
us this year! We wouldn’t be successful without you. 
 

I want to especially recognize our dedicated team 
leaders Andrew Lindquist, Damien Clark, Chris 
Ryan, Mike Thomas, Gary Palmer and Jim 
Knowles for their selfless sacrifice of long hours and 
supply of in-kind donations which ensured another 
record success.  
 

Lastly, a special thanks to Carolyn Brauer and Syl-
via Jones and their team of creative decorators who 
made 48 beautiful wreaths that once again sold out 
very quickly! 
 

We look forward to seeing you next season.   We 
hope to get back to our pre-pandemic selling levels 
in the years to come. We hope that next season will 
be better, so make note to shop early again! Until 
then, have a safe and Happy New Year!  
 

Thank you, 
Brian Pettit  
Christmas Tree Ministry Coordinator  

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE MASS FOR  
ALL GOD’S CHILDREN ON JANUARY 8 

One of our parish’s most beloved Christmas traditions returns 
Sunday, January 8, when Fr. John Dillon celebrates the Mass for 
All God’s Children for the first time in three years. Join us at the 5 
pm Mass on the Feast of the Epiphany to celebrate a liturgy cele-
brating the gifts of all God’s children, especially those of people 
with special needs and developmental differences. A reception 
will follow the Mass in the Gathering Space.  
 

Ministry Coordinator Sylvia is looking for older youth  (14+) ca-
pable of mentoring the children or young adults to serve as ushers. 
Alternately, she is also looking for anyone with special needs to 
call her if he or she would like a role in the Mass, such as reading 
the Prayers of the Faithful, serving as a greeter, etc. If the partici-
pant is unable to contact Sylvia for any reason, then she welcomes 
his or her parents or a relative to contact her on their behalf. Please 
contact Sylvia at decaffqueen@gmail.com or on her cell at (240) 
755-2247.  

DONATE YOUR GENTLY USED WINTER 
 OUTERWEAR STARTING JANUARY 9 

Did you get a new coat this Christmas season? If so, 
please deposit your clean and gently used coats, hats, 
gloves, mittens, and scarves to the designated box in 
the Gathering Space from Monday, January 9-
Monday, January 23 to benefit patrons at the Mont-
gomery County Family Center, operated by Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington. Thanks 
for ensuring your gently used outerwear items will 
benefit those who need them this winter!  



2022-23 RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION CLASSES 

 

Even though Religious Education classes have started, space 
is still available and children are welcome to begin classes 
once registration is received and processed. Registration forms 
can be found in the Gathering Space, the Parish Offices, and 
also on the parish website. Please call the Religious Education 
Office if need more information: 301-258-9193. Children 
must be registered before they can begin classes. 

 
RE CLASS SCHEDULE  

AND THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 
There are NO Religious Education classes on the following 
days: 

Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday,  
 January 1, 2 & 3. 
 

Religious Education classes will resume on January 8, 9 & 10. 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION PREP DAY  
– SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 

Children preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
for the first time will attend a day of preparation on Saturday, 
January 7 from 9:00 am - 12:30 pm in the Parish Center 
(Snow date: January 14). Please pray for these children who 
will receive this Sacrament on Saturday, January 21. 
 

PARENT MEETING  
FOR HOMESCHOOL OPTION RE  

The Online Parent Meeting: Unit 3 Overview for families 
sharing in this year’s homeschool religious education program 
will be from 1-2 pm on Sunday, January 8. Families registered 
for the Homeschool option will receive an email with link to 
join.  
 

SNOW/EMERGENCY CANCELLATION POLICY 
If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed for weather, 
and if schools are dismissed early, Religious Education classes 
are also cancelled. This applies to Sunday classes as well if 
Montgomery County Public Schools announces cancellation 
of weekend school activities. Cancellation announcements 
will be posted: 
· On the parish website: www.sfadw.org 
· On the St. Francis Parish Facebook page: “St. Francis of 
 Assisi Catholic Church” 
· On the Religious Education Office phone voicemail: 301-

258-9193. 
 

Whenever in doubt, please use your own judgment about local 
weather and driving conditions, and err on the side of safety 
when making decisions about bringing your child to class. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS  
STOCKING HELP LINE DONATIONS! 

Through the generosity of our Religious Education fami-
lies, we were able to provide gift cards for 60 children in 
our local community. Gift cards were delivered to our par-
ish partner at Catholic Charities and will be given to fami-
lies here in Montgomery County. We pray that all who re-
ceive our gifts may know God's love as they celebrate this 
Christmas! 

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 
We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 
http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 

 
 

SJRCS OPEN HOUSE 
Visit us during our Open House on Sunday, January 29th from 

11:30 am- 2:00 pm, where students and parents get to meet the 
teachers, look at the books, and check out the classrooms. 

For more information contact El-
len.Donnelly@stjuderockville.org 

 

International Day Performances!  
We want you to perform at International Day! 

International Day-Feb. 3, 2023, at 10:00 am (During 
Catholic School’s Week) - We would love for you to share your 
cultural and artistic talents!   
 

If you would like to perform a dance or song from your country 
- Please send the following information to Mrs. Balog at 
Katharine.Balog@stjuderockville.org  
 Family Name and Email: 
 My children are in the following grades: 
 Country represented: 
 Describe the performance you or your child will 
 participate in:  
 Provide the music through a downloaded song. 
 The music cannot exceed 2 minutes. We must 
 keep performances under 2 minutes due to time 
 constraints of the event.  
 

International Day Volunteers Needed! 
International Day-Feb. 3, 2023, at 10:00 am (During 
Catholic School’s Week) - We need YOU to help! We are 
asking parents to set up booths that represent your country 
of origin. The booth will contain different items from your 
country (flags, posters, photographs, art, etc.)  
We are also asking that you bring samples of food from 
your country for the students to try at International Day 
(small appetizers, small desserts). The food cannot contain 
nuts.  We will also need parents to volunteer to run the 
country booths that represent the country their children 
studied in their individual homerooms.  Volunteers will 
work with the classroom teachers.  Please email the fol-
lowing information to Mrs. Balog at: 
Katharine.Balog@stjuderockville.org  Thank you!  
Family Name and Email:  
My children are in the following grades: 
I would like to volunteer to:  
*Run a country booth (please indicate which country you 
would like to represent):  
*Volunteer at International day   *Clean-up after the event   
*Donate food   *Perform at International Day.  

2022 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS  
To receive credit in 2022, your contributions must be 
dated December 31, 2022.  If you are mailing a contri-
bution, it must be received in the parish Office on or 
before tomorrow Monday, January 2, 2023.  As a re-
minder, the parish statement of contributions will not 
include your FAITHDIRECT contributions.  You will 
receive a statement directly from FAITHDIRECT. 



ST. MARTIN’S FOOD PANTRY SHORTAGES 
 

Canned Soup 
Canned Fruit 
Canned Beans (black/kidney/red, etc.) 
Dry Unsweetened Cereal 
Pasta 
Pasta Sauce 
Meals in a can (stew, canned pasta, chili, etc.) 
Dry Rice/Beans 
 

Baby Formula:  Similac Blue & Similac Orange, and/or 
domestic or foreign equivalents/substitutes. 
Diapers: Sizes 3, 5 & 6 
Pediasure 
 

Ensure for Adults 
 

Paper Bags (Trader Joe size or similar).  
Plastic Newspaper Bags 
Plastic Grocery Bags 
12-egg cartons (Plastic) 
 

Please place donations in the St. Martin’s Food Pantry 
Bin in the Gathering Space or the Rectory front porch if 
the church is locked. 
 

Special thanks go to all those helping us to help  
our neighbors in need! 

REGISTER AND BUY YOUR STUDY GUIDE 
 FOR UPCOMING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

It’s not too late to register for a small group Bible study for 
women beginning Thursday, January 5, in the Kuehner Room. 
The six-week study will be based on the Letter to the Ephe-
sians and will meet from 10:15 am-11:45 am on Thursdays. 
The group will use a study guide, “Fearless and Free,”  which 
makes scripture and related teachings of the Catholic Church 
relevant and applicable for all women. Go to 
www.walkingwithpurpose.com to purchase your copy of the 
study guide. Financial assistance is available to purchase the 
study guide if the cost precludes a person's participation. To 
receive a link to register or for additional information, contact 
Eileen Grams at ehaleygrams@gmail.com or Lita Silva at  
litasilva4@gmail.com  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FAMILY NIGHT 
January 6th, 2023 6:00 – 9:00 pm 

Father Cuddy Hall 17001 Overhill Rd. Derwood Md. 
Join us for family fun and games, pizza, salad, hot dogs, des-
sert, beer, wine and soda at Fr. Cuddy Hall! Ping pong, corn 

hole, Jenga, Monopoly, arts & crafts and many more 
games!!! Watch sports on our big screen tv. 

  
Family $25.00 Adult $10.00 Children 12 and under $5.00 

Join Parish Families for an evening of Games, Pizza and To-
getherness. 

The Knights will provide the place food and Beverages. So 
join the fun at Cuddy Hall. 

Participants of "Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest" 
work will be on display. 
Hope to see you there!!! 

  

*Children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 
  

NEXT YOUNG ADULT GATHERING COMING UP 
Young adults, are you looking to meet your like-minded 
peers, socialize, and form your faith with people in a similar 
life stage? If so, then come to the next gathering of GASF, the 
new Young Adults Ministry at our parish. The group will be 
meeting next from 6:30-8 pm either on Sunday, January 15 or 
29 in the Parish Center; please tune in to the pulpit announce-
ments and Flocknotes for a decision on the final meeting date. 
Come for food and fellowship and discussion on various faith 
topics. For more information, please contact Fr. G at (301) 
840-1407.  

NEXT HAITI BENEFIT CONCERT  
SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 22 

Looking to break out of your January doldrums? Come to the 
Haiti Benefit Concert hosted by the St. Francis of Assisi Mu-
sic Ministry at 7 pm Sunday, January 22, in the church. Di-
rector of Music Ministry Janet Pate will play, alongside regu-
lar cellist Stephen Czarkowski and violinist Andrew Nixon; 
archdiocesan seminarian Dylan Prentice will also sing. The 
concert will benefit the schools and medical mission in our 
sister parish of Léon, Haiti. For more information, please 
contact the Parish Office at (301) 840-1407.  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS  

POSTER CONTEST 
Thank you to all of our students who entered the “Keep 
Christ in Christmas” poster contest sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus. The winning posters in each of the 
following divisions will advance to the next level of com-
petition: 
·  K-2: Lucy Neto 
·  Gr. 3-5: Layla Robinson 
·  Gr. 6-8: Nellie Chung 
 

Congratulations to these students, and thank you to all 
who sent posters showing us that you know the true 
meaning of Christmas! Look for images of the winning 
posters displayed at religious education classes this week. 
Thank you to Knights of Columbus Montgomery Council 
#2323 for providing us with this opportunity to share the 
true meaning of Christmas! 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring 
or readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities. If interested in learning more, contact Gary 
Palmer (301-948-6494 or email gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 



Anuncios del boletín para el 1 de enero de 2023 
 

Misa para todos los hijos de Dios se lleva a cabo el 8 de 
enero 
Una de las tradiciones navideñas más queridas de nuestra pa-
rroquia regresa el domingo 8 de enero, cuando el Padre John 
Dillon celebra la Misa para todos los hijos de Dios por prime-
ra vez en tres años. Únase a nosotros en la Misa de las 5 pm 
en la Fiesta de la Epifanía para celebrar una liturgia que cele-
bra los dones de todos los hijos de Dios, especialmente aque-
llos de las personas con necesidades especiales y diferencias 
de desarrollo. Luego de la Misa habrá una recepción en el 
Espacio de Reunión. 
 
La Coordinadora del Ministerio, Sylvia Jones, está buscando 
jóvenes mayores (14+) capaces de ser mentores de los niños o 
adultos jóvenes para servir como ujieres. Alternativamente, 
también está buscando a cualquier persona con necesidades 
especiales para que la llame si le gustaría desempeñar algún 
rol en la Misa, como por ejemplo, leer las Oraciones de los 
Fieles, servir como saludador, etc. Si el participante no puede 
comunicarse con Sylvia por cualquier motivo, invita a sus 
padres a que se comuniquen con ella en su nombre. Comuní-
quese con Sylvia en decaffqueen@gmail.com ó en su celular 
al (240) 755-2247. 
 
Done su ropa de abrigo de invierno con poco uso a partir 
del 9 de enero 
A partir del 9 al 23 de enero, deje sus abrigos, gorros, guan-
tes, mitones y bufandas limpios y usados en buen estado en la 
caja designada en el Espacio de reunión para beneficiar a los 
clientes en el Centro Familiar del Condado de Montgomery, 
operado por Caridades Católicas de la Arquidiócesis de Wa-
shington. ¡Gracias por asegurarse que sus piezas de abrigo 
usadas en buen estado beneficien a quienes las necesitan este 
invierno! 
 
Próxima Reunión de Adultos Jóvenes Próximamente 
Jóvenes adultos, ¿buscan conocer a sus compañeros de ideas 
afines, socializar y formar su fe con personas en una etapa de 
vida similar? Si es así, venga a la próxima reunión de GASF, 
el nuevo Ministerio de Jóvenes Adultos en nuestra parroquia. 
El grupo se reunirá próximamente de 6:30 a 8 pm el domingo 
15 ó 29 de enero en el Centro Parroquial; sintonice los anun-
cios del púlpito y Flocknotes para una decisión sobre la fecha 
final de la reunión. Venga por comida y compañerismo y dis-
cusión sobre varios temas de fe. Para obtener más informa-
ción, póngase en contacto con el Padre G al (301) 840-1407. 
 

El Concierto Benéfico de Haití tendrá lugar el 22 de 
enero 
¿Buscas salir de tu estancamiento de enero? Venga al Con-
cierto Benéfico de Haití organizado por el Ministerio de Mú-
sica de San Francisco de Asís a las 7 pm, el domingo, 22 de 
enero en la iglesia. La directora del Ministerio de Música, 
Janet Pate, tocará junto al violonchelista habitual Stephen 
Czarkowski y el violinista Andrew Nixon; El seminarista ar-
quidiocesano Dylan Prentice también cantará. El concierto 
beneficiará a las escuelas y la misión médica en nuestra parro-
quia hermana de Léon, Haití. Para obtener más información, 
comuníquese con la Oficina Parroquial al (301) 840-1407. 
 

¡Feliz Año Nuevo! 
 
La Oficina Parroquial estará cerrada el lunes 2 de 
enero, en observación del día feriado de Año Nue-
vo. ¡Les deseamos a todos en nuestra familia parro-
quial un comienzo tranquilo y saludable en el 2023! 

FORMED 
THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND 

The best Catholic content.  All in one place.  It’s EASY 
and FREE to Register! 
 

 1) Go to sfadw.formed.org 
 2)  Click “Register” and enter your name, email  
  address, and desired password 
 3)  You’re all ready to access the inspiring and  
  Engaging content on FORMED!   
 4)  Enjoy and share with others in our local  
  community! 
FORMED is available 24/7 for you to grow in your faith.  
St. Francis has purchased this gift for parish use. 

ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE MILITARY  
SERVICES, USA (AMS) COLLECTION  

JANUARY 7/8 
This collection is approved by the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and is taken every three years.  The 
AMS provides pastoral care to Catholic men and women 
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, enrolled at a U.S. Mili-
tary Academy, being treated as a patient at any of the 153 
U.S. Department of  Veterans Affairs Medical Centers, or 
who work for the federal government beyond U.S. borders 
- including those from our own parish and diocese.  The 
AMS does not receive any funding from the government 
or military, and has no parishes from which to receive a 
weekly assessment.  To learn more about AMS, go to 
www.milarch.org/nationalcollection. 

NEED MARRIAGE HELP? 
Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each 
other? Do you argue, or have you just stopped talking to 
each other? Retrouvaille (retro-vi) has helped tens of 
thousands of couples struggling in their marriage. For 
confidential information or to register for the upcoming 
program beginning with a weekend on January 20th, 
please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call (443) 400-
7017, or email us at: 3015@HelpOurMarriage.org  

A REMINDER FROM FR. JOHN … If anyone is 
living in a marriage that has not been recognized by the 
Catholic Church, it would be wise to consult with a 
priest to see whether that situation might be rectified.  It 
could be as simple as repeating your marriage vows qui-
etly in front of a priest and receiving the Church’s bless-
ing.  In that way, one would become eligible to receive 
the Sacraments of the Church, especially the Eucharist 


