
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 
 
 
 
 

January 9 - January 15, 2023 
 

Monday, 1/9  9:00 a.m. Clarence Lloyd 
Tuesday, 1/10  9:00 a.m. Maria M. Meade 
Wednesday, 1/11  9:00 a.m.  Gilda Beyer 
  7:30 p.m.  Joseph Amoroso 
Thursday, 1/12       9:00 a.m. James Gleason 
Friday, 1/13  9:00 a.m. Bill, Thomas & Julie  
    Flanery 
Saturday, 1/14  5:00 p.m. Don Smith 
Sunday, 1/15  8:00 a.m. Xavier Joseph 
  9:30 a.m. Rose Marie Rippel 
 11:15 a.m. Pro populo 
  1:00 p.m. Adela O.Vda de Canino 
  5:00 p.m. Domingo, Josephine, Jose,  
   & Salvador Garcia 

Please pray for the sick…Callie McGowan, Patrice Datovech, 
Gloria Reinoso, Emily Strominger-Weiss, Nicole Behrus Weiss, 
Christine Vilgos-Mitchell, Pedro Ustrell, Carmella Spano, Mark 
Patterson, Michael Waple, Sophia Jusko, Debra Price, Barbara 
Schmidt, Angelica Santos, Allison Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan 
Degen, Bob Jones, Sandra Kimball, Ed Dudenhoeffer, Jackie 
Roebuck King, Jeni Stepanek. (Names will remain on this list for 
four consecutive weeks, but can be repeated by calling the Office.) 
 

Readings for the Week of January 9, 2023 
Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 11)/
  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 
  3, 9-10 (11b)/Mt 3:13-17 
Tuesday:  Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 1:21-
  28 or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12/Mk 1:14-20 and  
  1:21-28 
Wednesday:  Heb 2:14-18Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9// 
  Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday:  Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11/Mk 1:40-45 
Friday:   Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8/ 
  Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday:  Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mk 2:13-17 
Next Sunday:  Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 1:1-3/
  Jn 1:29-34 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE CANTICLE OF CREATION 

 

O Most High, all-powerful, good Lord God, 
to you belong praise, glory, 

honour and all blessing. 
Be praised, my Lord, for all your creation 

and especially for our Brother Sun, 
who brings us the day and the light; 

he is strong and shines magnificently. 
O Lord, we think of you when we look at him. 

Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Moon, 
and for the stars 

which you have set shining and lovely 
in the heavens. 

Be praised, my Lord, 
for our Brothers Wind and Air 

and every kind of weather 
by which you, Lord, 

uphold life in all your creatures. 
Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Water, 

who is very useful to us, 
and humble and precious and pure. 

Be praised, my Lord, for Brother Fire, 
through whom you give us light in the darkness: 

he is bright and lively and strong. 
Be praised, my Lord, 

for Sister Earth, our Mother, 
who nourishes us and sustains us, 

bringing forth 
fruits and vegetables of many kinds 

and flowers of many colours. 
Be praised, my Lord, 

for those who forgive for love of you; 
and for those 

who bear sickness and weakness 
in peace and patience 

- you will grant them a crown. 
Be praised, my Lord, for our Sister Death, 

whom we must all face. 
I praise and bless you, Lord, 

and I give thanks to you, 
and I will serve you in all humility. 

 

    -- St. Francis of Assisi 



January 8, 2023 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
How has my encounter with the Lord through this 
Christmas season changed me? Where do I imag-
ine my new path will lead? 

2022 ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS  
RESULTS 

Thank you all so much for your generous support! We 
collected $7,845 in donations to help our brothers and 
sisters locally, in Haiti, and throughout the world. 

SPIRIT TREE DONATIONS REFLECT  
GENEROSITY OF PARISHIONERS 

St. Francis of Assisi parishioners were very generous in 
supporting the Spirit Tree Gift Project, which helps fami-
lies in need seeking help from the Assumption Parish/
Pope Francis Center in Washington DC during the Ad-
vent season. The parish collected more than $9,000 in 
gift cards for the Spirit Tree project, which were sent and 
received by staff at the Pope Francis Center. Mildred 
Brown, the onsite coordinator for the gift cards at the 
Pope Francis Center, said “so many people were happy 
to know they could do their own shopping. St. Francis 
brought a lot of smiles and happy tears today.” Thank 
you for your support of our brothers and sisters at As-
sumption Parish! 
 

New this year we also asked parishioners to donate Gift 
Cards for our Refugee Families sponsored by New 
Neighbors Interfaith Alliance (NNIA). Gift cards totaling 
over $2,000 were used to help the children of these fami-
lies enjoy Christmas morning. 

WELCOME to the Family of Christ! 
 

The following individuals and their families recently joined 
our St. Francis faith community during the month of December: 
 

 Devin & Rebecca Leisher 
  

The following children were baptized during the month of Decem-
ber: 
 Sienna Brooke Dimino 
 Marie Martha Magnuson 
 Nicholas Alexander Mellonas 

MASS FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 
 IS JANUARY 8, 2023 

Please join us at the 5 pm Mass on Sunday, January 8 -- the Feast 
of the Epiphany -- to celebrate the Mass for All God’s Children, 
which celebrates the contributions of all God’s children, especial-
ly those of people with special needs and developmental differ-
ences. A reception will follow the Mass in the Gathering Space.  

NEXT YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING COMING UP 
JANUARY 15 

Our parish’s new Young Adults Ministry –nicknamed GASF – 
will meet next from 6:30-8 pm on Sunday, January 15, in the Par-
ish Center. Come for food from the Dominican Republic, fellow-
ship, and discussion on various faith topics. For more information, 
please contact Fr. G at (301) 840-1407.  

HAITI BENEFIT CONCERT ON JANUARY 22 
 FEATURES SILENT AUCTION 

Our Haiti Benefit Concert is quickly approaching at 7 pm Sun-
day, January 22, and this year, there will be an added twist – a 
silent auction to benefit the Haiti Medical Mission. Former long-
time parishioner and Haiti minister Pat Labuda donated many of 
her treasures from Haiti over her decades of services to the minis-
try; these items will be auctioned off after the concert. Please 
support this parish ministry, which helps provide life-giving med-
ical care to the members of our sister parish in Léon, Haiti.  
 

The St. Francis of Assisi Music Ministry also welcomes you and 
your families to attend the concert, featuring performances by 
pianist and Director of Music Janet Pate; cellist Stephen 
Czarkowski; violist Andrew Nixon; and baritone Dylan Prentice.  
Donations to the Haiti Medical Ministry are welcome and can be 
given onsite.  A reception will also follow the benefit concert.  
 

For more information, please contact the Parish Office at (301) 
840-1407.  

DONATE YOUR GENTLY USED WINTER 
OUTERWEAR JANUARY 9 - JANUARY 23 

If you received some new winter outerwear at Christ-
mas, then please consider donating your clean and gen-
tly used coats, hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves to the 
designated box in the Gathering Space Monday, Janu-
ary 9 through Monday, January 23. The items will ben-
efit patrons at the Montgomery County Family Center, 
operated by Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Washington. Thanks for ensuring your gently used out-
erwear will benefit those who need them this winter!  

COMMEMORATE POVERTY AWARENESS 
MONTH WITH US 

“Solidarity means much more than engaging in spo-
radic acts of generosity. It means thinking and acting 
in terms of community. It means that the lives of all 
are prior to the appropriation of goods by a few. It 
also means combatting the structural causes of pov-
erty, inequality, the lack of work, land and housing, 
the denial of social and labor rights.” Pope Francis  
 

During January, our Catholic Church commemorates 
Poverty Awareness Month. Let’s join Pope Francis’ 
call to live in solidarity with the poor by meditating 
upon daily reflections and considering how we can 
more fully alleviate the suffering of others. You can-
read more at https://www.usccb.org/committees/
catholic-campaign-human-development/poverty-
awareness-month. For more information, please con-
tact Tony Bosnick, Director of Social Concerns at 
(301) 840-1407 or abosnick@sfadw.org  



2022-23 RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION CLASSES 

 

Even though Religious Education classes have started, space 
is still available and children are welcome to begin classes 
once registration is received and processed. Registration forms 
can be found in the Gathering Space, the Parish Offices, and 
also on the parish website. Please call the Religious Education 
Office if need more information: 301-258-9193. Children 
must be registered before they can begin classes. 

 
PARENT MEETING  

FOR HOMESCHOOL OPTION RE  
The Online Parent Meeting: Unit 3 Overview for families 
sharing in this year’s homeschool religious education program 
will be from 1-2 pm on Sunday, January 8. Families registered 
for the Homeschool option will receive an email with link to 
join.  
 

RE CLASS SCHEDULE REMINDERS 
Religious Education classes meet this week, January 8, 9 & 
10. Please note that Religious Education classes will not meet 
next week, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, January 15, 16 and 
17, in honor of the Martin Luther King Day holiday. 
 

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATE SESSION:  
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17 

Confirmation candidates will meet on Tuesday, January 17, 
for Confirmation class, 6:45-8:30 pm in the Parish Center.  

 
FIRST RECONCILIATION 

Children of St. Francis of Assisi Parish will be receiving the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time this Saturday, 
January 21 at 10:00 am.  Please pray for these children as they 
prepare for and receive the gift of God’s forgiveness in this 
beautiful Sacrament. 
 

CATECHESIS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

Our parish offers catechetical sessions specifically designed 
for children and youth with special needs and their families. 
Our class meets next on Sunday, January 22 from 3:30-4:30 
pm. If you would like to learn more about these sessions, 
please call Susan Anderson, Director of Religious Education, 
at 301-258-9193.  
 

SNOW/EMERGENCY CANCELLATION POLICY 
If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed for weather, 
and if schools are dismissed early, Religious Education classes 
are also cancelled. This applies to Sunday classes as well if 
Montgomery County Public Schools announces cancellation 
of weekend school activities. Cancellation announcements 
will be posted: 
 
· On the parish website: www.sfadw.org 
· On the St. Francis Parish Facebook page: “St. Francis of 
 Assisi Catholic Church” 
· On the Religious Education Office phone voicemail: 301-

258-9193. 
 

Whenever in doubt, please use your own judgment about local 
weather and driving conditions, and err on the side of safety 
when making decisions about bringing your child to class. 
 

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 
We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 
http://www.facebook.com/stjuderockvillemd 

 
 

SJRCS OPEN HOUSE 
Visit us during our Open House on Sunday, January 29th from 

11:30 am- 2:00 pm, where students and parents get to meet the 
teachers, look at the books, and check out the classrooms. 

For more information contact El-
len.Donnelly@stjuderockville.org 

 

International Day Performances!  
We want you to perform at International Day! 

International Day-Feb. 3, 2023, at 10:00 am (During 
Catholic School’s Week) - We would love for you to share your 
cultural and artistic talents!   
 

If you would like to perform a dance or song from your country 
- Please send the following information to Mrs. Balog at 
Katharine.Balog@stjuderockville.org  
 Family Name and Email: 
 My children are in the following grades: 
 Country represented: 
 Describe the performance you or your child will 
 participate in:  
 Provide the music through a downloaded song. 
 The music cannot exceed 2 minutes. We must 
 keep performances under 2 minutes due to time 
 constraints of the event.  
 

International Day Volunteers Needed! 
International Day-Feb. 3, 2023, at 10:00 am (During 
Catholic School’s Week) - We need YOU to help! We are 
asking parents to set up booths that represent your country 
of origin. The booth will contain different items from your 
country (flags, posters, photographs, art, etc.)  
We are also asking that you bring samples of food from 
your country for the students to try at International Day 
(small appetizers, small desserts). The food cannot contain 
nuts.  We will also need parents to volunteer to run the 
country booths that represent the country their children 
studied in their individual homerooms.  Volunteers will 
work with the classroom teachers.  Please email the fol-
lowing information to Mrs. Balog at: 
Katharine.Balog@stjuderockville.org  Thank you!  
Family Name and Email:  
My children are in the following grades: 
I would like to volunteer to:  
*Run a country booth (please indicate which country you 
would like to represent):  
*Volunteer at International day   *Clean-up after the event   
*Donate food   *Perform at International Day.  

DONATE YOUR USED CLOTHING If you are 
sorting through gently used clothing to give away, remember 
that there is a St. Vincent de Paul clothing collection bin in 
the lower parking lot.  Donations of clean clothing in good 
repair is greatly appreciated.  Please put clothing in a plastic 
bag and deposit in the slot at the top of the bin.  Collections 
are made weekly and will be a great blessing to those in 
need in the region. 



ST. MARTIN’S FOOD PANTRY SHORTAGES 
 

Canned Soup 
Canned Fruit 
Canned Beans (black/kidney/red, etc.) 
Dry Unsweetened Cereal 
Pasta 
Pasta Sauce 
Meals in a can (stew, canned pasta, chili, etc.) 
Dry Rice/Beans 
 

Baby Formula:  Similac Blue & Similac Orange, and/or 
domestic or foreign equivalents/substitutes. 
Diapers: Sizes 3, 5 & 6 
Pediasure 
 

Ensure for Adults 
 

Paper Bags (Trader Joe size or similar).  
Plastic Newspaper Bags 
Plastic Grocery Bags 
12-egg cartons (Plastic) 
 

Please place donations in the St. Martin’s Food Pantry 
Bin in the Gathering Space or the Rectory front porch if 
the church is locked. 
 

Special thanks go to all those helping us to help  
our neighbors in need! 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/E-MAIL/PHONE NUMBER 
Please notify the Parish office of any changes in your ad-
dress, e-mail or phone number.  This helps us keep our 
Parish Database current.  You can call the office (301) 
840-1407 or email dzezzo@sfadw.org. Thank you. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring 
or readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, 
Unity and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many 
St. Francis activities and has many social events.  The KofC 
offers life and long term care insurance opportunities as well 
as annuities. If interested in learning more, contact Gary 
Palmer (301-948-6494 or email gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

NEED MARRIAGE HELP? 
Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each 
other? Do you argue, or have you just stopped talking to 
each other? Retrouvaille (retro-vi) has helped tens of 
thousands of couples struggling in their marriage. For 
confidential information or to register for the upcoming 
program beginning with a weekend on January 20th, 
please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call (443) 400-
7017, or email us at: 3015@HelpOurMarriage.org 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SERVICE MEN/WOMEN 
Please continue to pray for all those parishioners, family 
members and friends who are serving in the military 
services.  We have a prayer list posted in the Gathering 
Space for those who are serving in these areas.  Please 
help us to keep it current by letting us know of any pa-
rishioner who is currently deployed so we can add them, 
and also those who have returned so that we can remove 
their names.  Please continue to keep all of our military 
personnel in your prayers. 

YOU DON’T DESERVE TO BE ABUSED 
Domestic violence refers to a pattern of violent and coer-
cive behavior by one adult over another in an intimate 
relationship. It can consist of repeated severe beatings or 
subtle forms of abuse, including threats and control. If 
you experience any form of abuse, please know that there 
is help. Call the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-
800-799-7233. For additional information or to learn 
more about domestic violence, please visit 
www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

UNDERSTANDING ANXIETY & STRESS  
IN A POST-PANDEMIC WORLD 

Learn how to feel stronger and healthier in a post-pandemic 
world by attending this upcoming series of work-
shops presenting talks and time to practice learning a new 
technique experientially. This workshop is presented by 
Dr. Kathleen Musslewhite, Executive Director of the Alpha 
Omega Clinic, the series will run monthly on Thursday 
evenings.   Upcoming dates are Jan 12, Feb 9, Mar 2; each 
session duration: 7:00-8:30pm. The cost for each session 
is $60 per person. Come to all or some. This program is a 
collaboration of Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center with 
the Alpha Omega Clinic, both located at 7007 Bradley 
Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817. Find more information and 
links to register on  www.ourladyofbethesda.org. 

FORMED 
THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND 

The best Catholic content.  All in one place.  It’s EASY and 
FREE to Register! 
 

 1) Go to sfadw.formed.org 
 2)  Click “Register” and enter your name, email  
  address, and desired password 
 3)  You’re all ready to access the inspiring and  
  Engaging content on FORMED!   
 4)  Enjoy and share with others in our local  
  community! 
FORMED is available 24/7 for you to grow in your faith.  
St. Francis has purchased this gift for parish use. 



Anuncios del boletín del 8 de enero de 2023  

¡La misa para todos los niños de Dios es el 8 de enero!  
Por favor, únase a nosotros en la Misa de las 5 pm el domingo 
8 de enero, la Fiesta de la Epifanía, para celebrar la Misa para 
Todos los Niños de Dios, que celebra las contribuciones de 
todos los niños de Dios, especialmente las de las personas con 
necesidades especiales y diferencias de desarrollo. Una recep-
ción seguirá a la Misa en el Espacio de Reunión.  
 
La próxima reunión de jóvenes adultos tendrá lugar el 15 
de enero 
El nuevo Ministerio de Jóvenes Adultos de nuestra parroquia, 
apodado GASF, se reunirá de 6:30 a 8 pm el domingo 15 de 
enero en el Centro Parroquial. Venga por comida de la Repú-
blica Dominicana, compañerismo y discusión sobre diversos 
temas de fe. Para obtener más información, comuníquese con 
el Padre G. al (301) 840-1407.  
 
Concierto benéfico en Haití el 22 de enero presenta 
subasta silenciosa 
Nuestro Concierto Benéfico de Haití se acerca rápidamente a 
las 7 pm del domingo 22 de enero, y este año, habrá un giro 
adicional: una subasta silenciosa para beneficiar a la Misión 
Médica de Haití. Pat Labuda, ex feligresa y ministra de Haití, 
donó muchos de sus tesoros de Haití durante sus décadas de 
servicios al ministerio; estos artículos serán subastados des-
pués del concierto. Por favor, apoye este ministerio parro-
quial, que ayuda a proporcionar atención médica a los miem-
bros de nuestra parroquia hermana en León, Haití.  
 

El Ministerio de Música de San Francisco de Asís también les 
da la bienvenida a ustedes y a sus familias para asistir al con-
cierto, con actuaciones de la pianista y Directora de Música 
Janet Pate; el violonchelista Stephen Czarkowski; el violista 
Andrew Nixon; y el barítono Dylan Prentice.  Las donaciones 
al Ministerio Médico de Haití son bienvenidas y se pueden 
dar en el sitio.  Una recepción también seguirá al concierto 
benéfico.  
 

Para obtener más información, comuníquese con la Oficina 
Parroquial al (301) 840-1407.  
 
Dona tu ropa exterior de invierno usada con cuidado, 
hasta el 23 de enero 
Si recibió ropa interior de invierno nueva en Navidad, consi-
dere donar sus abrigos, sombreros, guantes, mitones y bufan-
das limpios y usados a la caja designada en el Espacio de 
Reunión hasta el 23 de enero. Los artículos beneficiarán a los 
clientes en el Centro Familiar del Condado de Montgomery, 
operado por Caridades Católicas de la Arquidiócesis de Wa-
shington. ¡Gracias por asegurarse de que su ropa de abrigo 
usada con cuidado beneficiará a quienes la necesitan este in-
vierno!  

Conmemore el Mes de Concientización sobre la Pobre-
za con nosotros 
"La solidaridad significa mucho más que participar en ac-
tos esporádicos de generosidad. Significa pensar y actuar 
en términos de comunidad. Significa que las vidas de todos 
son anteriores a la apropiación de bienes por unos pocos. 
También significa combatir las causas estructurales de la 
pobreza, la desigualdad, la falta de trabajo, tierra y vivien-
da, la negación de los derechos sociales y laborales". 
    Papa Francisco  
 

Durante enero, nuestra Iglesia Católica conmemora el Mes 
de Concientización sobre la Pobreza. Unámonos al llamado 
del Papa Francisco a vivir en solidaridad con los pobres 
meditando sobre reflexiones diarias y considerando cómo 
podemos  aliviar más plenamente el sufrimiento de los de-
más. Lea más en https://www.usccb.org/committees/
catholic-campaign-human-development/poverty-awareness
-month. Para obtener más información, comuníquese con el 
Director de Asuntos Sociales Tony Bosnick en abos-
nick@sfadw.org.  

UN RECORDATORIO DEL P. JOHN ...  Si alguien 
está viviendo en un matrimonio que no ha sido reconoci-
do por la Iglesia Católica, sería prudente consultar con 
un sacerdote para ver si esa situación podría ser rectifica-
da.  Puede ser tan simple como renovar sus votos matri-
moniales en silencio frente a un sacerdote y recibir la 
bendición de la Iglesia.  De esa manera, uno puede ser 
elegible para recibir los sacramentos de la Iglesia, espe-
cialmente la Eucaristía. 


