ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD

8 5Mass Intentions

February 9, 2026 - February 15, 2026

Monday, 2/9 9:00 am.  Jerry Jurcisin
Tuesday, 2/10 9:00 am.  Rev. Kevin Patrick O’Reilly
Wednesday, 2/11 9:00 am.  Lourdes C. Manuel
7:30 pm.  Raul Lovente
Thursday, 2/12 9:00 a.m.  Rommel Yatco
Friday, 2/13 9:00 am. Joseph & Mary Polosky
Saturday, 2/14 5:00 p.m. Peg & Don Smith
Sunday, 2/15 8:00 a.m.  Pro populo
9:30 a.m.  Anne Muller
11:15 a.m.  Elizabeth McConnell
1:00 pm.  Gemma Palini
5:00 p.m.  David Bergin

+ In Memoriam Aeternam +
In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul
of .Joseph Arbaiza.

Please pray for the sick....Trevor Lord, Evelynne Carpentier,
Joseph Drerup, Mary Webb, Delwin Alexander, John Talcott,
Ryan Michael Maguire, Allen Kay, Evelyn Roebuck, Virginia
Hartswick, Dee Comly, Richard Yeast, Virginia Kingkeo, Ma-
rie C. Williams, Tom Breece, Deacon James McCann, Tristan
Olin-Fixico, Christine Degen, Nicole Behrus-Weiss, Mark
Patterson, Michael Waple, Debra Price, Barbara Schmidt, An-
gelica Santos, Allison Brauer, Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, Bob
Jones, Sandra Kimball, Jackie Roebuck King, Jeni Stepanek.
(Names will remain on this list for four consecutive weeks, but
can be repeated by calling the Office.)

Readings for the week of February 8, 2026

Sunday: Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/1 Cor 2:1-5/
Mt 5:13-16

Monday: 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/Ps 132:6-7, 8-10/Mk 6:53-56

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 8:22-23,27-30/Ps 84:3, 4, 5 and 10, 11/
Mk 7:1-13

Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1-10/Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40/
Mk 7:14-23

Thursday: 1 Kgs 11:4-13/Ps 106:3-4, 35-36, 37 and 40/
Mk 7:24-30

Friday: 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19/Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-13,
14-15/Mk 7:31-37

Saturday: 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34/Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-20,
21-22/Mk 8:1-10

Next Sunday:  Sir 15:15-20/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18,33-34/1

Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37 33-34/1 Cor 2:6-10/
Mt 5:17-37

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR

I first came to realize that there were different rites in the
Catholic Church through the help of my religion teacher in
the eighth grade, Sister M. Jane Frances, R.S.M. Let me
explain what I mean by the word “rite” in this context: the
diverse liturgical traditions in which the one catholic and
apostolic faith has come to be expressed and celebrated in
various cultures and lands. For more on this you check the
Glossary of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

As Sister Jane Frances explained it, in the city of Butler
and the neighboring village of Lyndora, there were seven
Catholic Churches: five Roman Rite Churches: St. An-
drew, St. Conrad, St. Michael, St. Paul, and St. Peter; a Ru-
thenian Rite Catholic Church; and a Ukrainian Rite Catho-
lic Church. Now to make it more confusing for a pre-
adolescent, there was also a Ukrainian Orthodox Church
and a Russian Orthodox-Greek Catholic Church in Lyndo-
ra! Sister Jane Frances told us we could go to Mass at the
Ruthenian Rite Catholic Church or the Ukrainian Rite
Catholic Church. But we could not fulfill our obligation to
attend Mass on Sunday or a Holy Day of Obligation by
going to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church or the Russian-
Orthodox Greek Catholic Church. I received a lot more
clarity about the question of rites in the Catholic Church
when the Catechism of the Catholic Church was published
in 1994.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church reports the follow-
ing at paragraph 1203:

The liturgical traditions or rites presently in use in the
church are the Latin (primarily the Roman rite, but also the
rites of certain local churches, such as the Ambrosian rite,
or those of certain religious orders) and the Byzantine, Al-
exandrian or Coptic, Syriac, Armenian, Maronite, and
Chaldean rites. In “faithful obedience to tradition, the sa-
cred Council declares that Holy Mother Church holds all
lawfully recognized rites to be of equal right and dignity,
and she wishes to preserve them in the future and to foster
them in every way” (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy
[Sacrosanctum Concilium], 4).

The Catechism of the Catholic Church also states the fol-
lowing about rites:

1207: It is fitting that liturgical celebration tends to express
itself in the culture of the people where the Church finds
herself, though without being submissive to it. Moreover,
the liturgy itself generates cultures and shapes them.

1208: The diverse liturgical traditions or rites, legitimately
recognized, manifest the catholicity of the Church, because
they signify and communicate the same mystery of Christ.

1209: The criterion that assures unity amid the diversity of
the liturgical traditions and its fidelity to Apostolic Tradi-
tion, i.e., the communion in the faith and the sacraments
received from the apostles, like being in that is both signi-
fied and guaranteed by apostolic succession.

Until next week,
Fr. John
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
How can I and my parish increase the light we
shine in our community?

WELCOME to the Family of Christ!

The following individuals and their families recently
joined our St. Francis faith community during the month of
January:

Gerardo & Kristine Aquino

Paolo Nardone & Claire Bryant

Miosoty Marinez Grallon

Jean & Daphne Louis

Aaron & Elizabeth Shura

Jose & Kimberly Velasco

Valentin & Iraida Zenteno

The following child was baptized during the month of
January:
Mackenzie Anne Mitchell
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This weekend we have been asked prayerfully to consider
making a gift to the 2026 Annual Catholic Services Appeal.
Please complete or take a commitment form at Mass this
weekend or make your gift at give.adw.org. Please visit
appeal.adw.org to learn more about how the Appeal bene-
fits our parish and serves people in need throughout the
archdiocese. It is our goal that every parish family will par-
ticipate this year. All gifts will be credited towards our par-
ish goal. Thank you in advance for your generous response
to the 2026 Annual Catholic Services Appeal!

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER
TO SERVE UP BREAKFAST FOR DINNER
ON FEBRUARY 17
Please join us for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner from 5-
8 pm Tuesday, February 17, in the Parish Center! Bring your
entire family for all-you-can-eat pancakes, bacon, hash
browns, fruit, and all the trimmings. Admission is $10 for
adults; $6 for kids six to 12; and $30 for families. For more
information or to volunteer, please contact Special Events
Coordinator Sylvia Jones at decaffqueen@gmail.com.

PRAYER AND LIFE WORKSHOP IN SPANISH

BEGINS FEBRUARY 14
All Spanish-speaking parishioners are invited to sign up for
the Prayer and Life Workshop, a wonderful opportunity to
grow deeper in your personal prayer life and relationship
with God. The workshop will begin on February 14. For
more information, please see the flyers in the Gathering
Space.

LAMB OF GOD CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP

Come Pray with us. - All are welcome!
We meet from 7:30 to 9:00 pm Tuesday evening in the St.
Clare Chapel in the Rectory. We meet every Tuesday even-
ing. In February we will meet February 10 & 24.. Our
meeting starts with songs of praise and worship and moves
into prayers of thanksgiving and intercession. After prayer
time we read, discuss, and reflect on the scripture passages
for the upcoming Sunday liturgy. This helps us to expand
our knowledge and understanding of God’s word for us
today.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Adoration is held on Fridays
in the CHURCH.

9:30 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
All are welcome to attend.
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JOIN SATURDAY MORNING BOOK CLUB IN
DISCUSSING BOOK ON FAITH, POLITICS AND
CIVICS
It’s not too late to join the Saturday Morning Spiritual
Reading Group’s discussion on their latest book,
“American Gospel: God, the Founding Fathers, and the
Making of a Nation” by Jon Meacham. On February 7,
book club members started reflecting on this book, which
draws upon history to offer a new perspective on God and
politics. All are welcome to join the discussions, held at 8
am Saturdays in the church’s Kuehner Room. For more
information, contact Ministry Coordinator Trish Olin at

mpolin@comcast.net or text her at (240) 355-5753.

WEIGH IN ON STATE BILLS REGARDING
THE DIGNITY OF LIFE ON FEBRUARY 11
Do you want to weigh in on state bills that impact dignity
of life issues? If so, then please take part in Virtual Cath-

olic Advocacy Day on Wednesday,. February 11.

Sponsored by the Maryland Catholic Conference, Virtual
Catholic Advocacy Day is the public policy arm’s larg-
est outreach to have area Catholics weigh in on multiple
issues currently before the Maryland General Assembly.
It works like this:

e The Maryland Catholic Conference advocacy team
prepares action alerts for up to six bills under consid-
eration by the Maryland General Assembly.

e Alerts span life, education, and social and economic
justice issues.

e The alerts are unveiled on the conference’s Action
Center on February 11.

e  You select one or all, sign and send to the legislators
who represent you. That's it!

Please sign up for the Maryland Catholic Advocacy
Network at www.mdcatholic.org/joincan to take
part. Members of the network will get advance notice of
the topics and day-of emails that you can just click and
send to your legislators. For more information, please
contact Director of Social Concerns Tony Bosnick at
abosnick@sfadw.org.




2025-26
. RELIGIOUS
AR EDUCATION

FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT MEETING
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12

There will be a First Eucharist Parent Meeting on Wednes-

day, February 11, at 7:30 pm in the Parish Center for those

who have registered their children for First Eucharist prepa-

ration this year. If you have questions, please call the Reli-

gious Education Office, 301-258-9193.

RE CLASS SCHEDULE REMINDERS
Please note that Religious Education classes will not meet
next week, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, February 15, 16
and 17 in observance of the Presidents’ Day holiday.

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATE SESSION:
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Confirmation candidates will meet on Thursday, February
19, for Confirmation class from 6:45-8:30 pm in the Par-

ish Center.

SAVE THE DATE FOR
VACATION BIBLE CAMP 2026:
JUNE 29-JULY 3
St. Francis of Assisi Church invites children from age 4 to
those who will complete the 5" Grade in June 2026 to share
in our summer Vacation Bible Camp. VBC volunteer oppor-
tunities are also available for middle school and high school
age teens, and adults as well. Program details, including
camper registration and volunteer application for teens, will
be announced in April. Watch our parish website for camper
registration and information about volunteer opportunities
for adults and teens: https://sfadw.org/vbc.

SNOW/EMERGENCY
CANCELLATION POLICY
If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed for weath-
er, and if schools are dismissed early, Religious Education
classes are also cancelled. This applies to Sunday classes as
well if Montgomery County Public Schools announces can-
cellation of weekend school activities.

Cancellation announcements will be posted:
e  On the parish website: www.sfadw.org
e On the St. Francis Parish Facebook page: “St. Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church”
e On the Religious Education Office phone voicemail: 301
-258-9193.

e Through Flocknote messages to families

Whenever in doubt, please use your own judgment about
local weather and driving conditions, and err on the side of
safety when making decisions about bringing your child to
class.
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Youth

SFA YOUTH MINISTRY

u(/

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY SERIES

February 18 — Youth Night
Start off the Lenten season with us!
Pizza, scripture, games and fellowship
after the 6pm Ash Wednesday mass.
Meet in Parish Center until 8pm.

February 27 — Top Golf
Meet us at Top Golf in Germantown
for a fun evening of fellowship
and golf. From 7pm — 9pm.

Email Francesca Santos at
sfayouth@sfadw.org to register.

ENROLLMENT NOW OPEN
FOR THE 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR!

St. Jude Rockville staff are excited to announce that en-
rollment is now open at St. Jude Regional Catholic
School for the 20262027 school year. At St. Jude, your
children will deepen their relationship with God, learn to
see others as children of Christ, and receive one of the top
Catholic educations in the Archdiocese of Washington.
Our pillars, Faith, Unity, and Educational Excellence
guide everything we do as we nurture the spiritual, aca-
demic, and personal growth of each child. To begin the
registration process, please visit our school website. Arch-
diocesan tuition assistance is open and closes in February.
Please apply for this assistance now, before it closes. If
you would like more information or to schedule a tour,
please contact Principal Jeanne Donatelli,
Jeanne.Donatelli@stjuderockville.org.

. OLD PALMS
, // We will be collecting old palms
. |/ 43 through Sunday, February 15.
; . Please place your palms in the Palm
. Collection Box in the Gathering
Space.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (continued)
WAYS TO SERVE
The entire parish community shares responsibility for faith
formation and the support of many volunteers makes our
programs successful. There are a variety of ways to serve,
including weekly, monthly, and “as needed” commit-
ments:

Catechist for weekly classes

Classroom Aide

Substitute Catechist

Support for Service Projects

Support for Art Projects (at home preparation)

Help with Sacramental Celebrations & Special Events

Please consider supporting our Religious Education pro-
gram as a volunteer! To learn more, please call the Reli-
gious Education Office at 301-258-9193.




ST. MARTIN’S FOOD
PANTRY SHORTAGES

“Meals in a can” or canned pasta with meat, e.g. lasagna,
ravioli, spaghetti/meatballs (200 cans needed)

Dry pasta - prefer 1 pound boxes straight pasta

Pasta Sauce

Macaroni & Cheese

Please place donations in the St. Martin’s Food Pantry Bin in
the Gathering Space or the Rectory front porch.

Your donations supported 336 families this past week. God
Bless You! Thank you for your support.

WOMEN’S TRAUMA
RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP
The next Trauma Recovery Support Group for women survi-
vors of all forms of trauma and abuse will begin the week of
March 4 - May 6, 2026. Registration is open and the group is
limited to 10 participants. For more information go to
adw.org/the-way-retrea or if you have questions, please con-
tact Deborah A. McDonald, coordinator of The Way pro-
grams for Trauma Survivors at mcdonaldd@adw.org.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 2323

SPECIAL OLYMPICS POLAR PLUNGE
On January 31, Knights of Columbus members Rick Staab
and Guy Federico, along with Guy’s spouse Kristin Mitas,
became “Knightcicles,” by taking a dip into the 38-degree
waters of the Chesapeake Bay. As part of the Polar Bear
Plunge, the trio are raising funds for more than 19,000 Spe-
cial Olympics Maryland athletes and Unified teammates to
compete year-round, free of charge. Your donations pro-
vide meals, uniforms, transportation, and an amazing expe-
rience for our athletes. Please show your support for this
important program by donating through the Council 2323
Special Olympics Maryland page: https://support.somd.org/
team/780088. You can view the individual team members
from there. Please visit the council website
at www.kofc2323.org or their Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/kofc2323. Thank you for helping our
athletes have another great year!

P Knights of Montgomery Council 2323 is recruit-
7 Columbus’ ing new members. Join the largest
Catholic fraternal organization in the

world and the “strong right arm” of
the Catholic Church. We are dedicated to char-
ity, unity, fraternity and family while having a
lot of fun doing good for others! For a limited

by clicking on the QR Code! For more infor-
mation please contact Membership Director,
John DeMare, johnd2323@comcast.net or 240- EEID
354-6648. Vivat Jesus!

POOR BOX DONATIONS The donations for next
weekend will go to the Upper Montgomery Assistance
Network (UMAN). Thank you for your generosity!

MOURNING THE DEATH OF A CHILD

The Compassionate Friends (TCF) is an organization that
can offer help to bereaved parents. TCF is an informal sup-
port group of mothers and fathers who know and under-
stand the tragic impact that the death of a child has on a
family. Meetings are held on the first Thursday of each
month at 7 pm at Potomac Presbyterian Church, 10301
River Road, Potomac MD 20854. There are no professional
counselors, only parents who are willing to share their ex-
periences with non-judgmental and understanding listeners.
Everything is confidential, and there are no fees . For addi-
tional information or questions, please call 301-253-8740
or email oldedish@starpower.net.

GABRIEL PROJECT CLUSTER
Valentine’s Day is a time when we think about our loved
ones and appreciate all they mean to us. It’s also a time to
remember our more than 250 struggling client mothers who
have chosen life and who depend upon the Gabriel Project
Cluster of Montgomery County. Infant clothes, nursing
supplies, diapers, and strollers are greatly needed. Please go
to our website, www.gpmoco.org, to see how you can help;
male and female volunteers are also needed. For more infor-
mation, contact parishioner Deena Russo at (301) 366-1509.

WORLD APOSTOLATE OF FATIMA
BLUE ARMY BROWN SCAPULAR MASS
In Honor of Our Lady of Fatima
The World Apostolate of Fatima — Archdiocese of
Washington Division “The Blue Army”
Invites you to a special time of prayer including the Holy
Rosary, Mass, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Precious Blood of
Jesus Chaplet, and Brown Scapular Enrollment.
Friday, February 13, 2026
1:00 PM
Immaculate Heart of Mary Chapel
Basilica of the National Shrine
Michigan Avenue, Washington, DC
For more information, please call 301-949-5710.

BEREAVEMENT SESSIONS

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church is offering eight (8)
bereavement sessions to be conducted remotely on Zoom
starting on February 17, 2026, from 7:30 — 9:00 pm. The
focus of these group sessions is to provide a framework
for grieving individuals to work with others similarly
situated in processing their grief together. The sessions
will be conducted over eight (8) consecutive Tuesday
evenings and will celebrate the life of the lost loved ones.
All sessions are virtual (zoom link).The program encour-
ages attendees to share stories of their loss and discuss
how the life and death of their loved one has affected
their lives. The program is for adults who have experi-
enced the death of a parent, spouse, child, sibling or sig-
nificant other. The series will begin on Tuesday February
17, 2026, and continue through April 9, 2026. For more
information, please contact Jim Hoffman at hoff-
manlpc@gmail.com or call his cell at: (202) 577 —2213.




Anuncios del boletin del 8 de febrera 2026:
CUARESMA 2026

Nuestra temporada de Cuaresma comienza el 18 de febre-
ro, Miércoles de Ceniza. Les invitamos a participar en:

Servicios y actividades de Cuaresma:

e Misa del Miércoles de Ceniza: 9 a. m., 12 p. m., 6 p. m.
y 7:30 p. m. (en espariol) en la iglesia.

e Noche para jovenes: 7 p. m. el Miércoles de Ceniza en el
Centro Parroquial. Jovenes de secundaria, acompafien-
nos para disfrutar de pizza, juegos y reflexiones en ora-
cion, al comenzar su camino cuaresmal.

e Via Crucis: 6 p. m. (en espaiiol) y 7 p. m. (en inglés) los
viernes en la iglesia.

e  Mision parroquial de Cuaresma: 7:45 p. m. los viernes
en la iglesia.

* 20 de febrero
* 27 de febrero
* 13 de marzo

e Cenas de pescado de los Caballeros de Colon: De 6:30
p-m.a8:30 p. m. los dias 20 de febrero y 6 y 20 de mar-
zo en el Salon Padre Cuddy en Derwood. Acompafiennos
en las cenas de pescado de Cuaresma de los Caballeros,
que incluyen los siguientes ments:

*20 de febrero: Pescado frito, acompafnamientos,
postre y bebidas

*6 de marzo: Salmoén al horno con camarones,
acompafamientos, postre y bebidas

*20 de marzo: Tacos de pescado, acompafia-
mientos, postre y bebidas.

Penitencia:
Confesion: De 5 a 7 p. m. los jueves y de 3:30 a 4:30 p. m.
los sabados en la Capilla de Santa Clara de la Casa Parro-
quial (en inglés); de 3:30 a 4.:30 los sabados en el confesio-
nario de la iglesia (en inglés y espafiol).
Servicio penitencial de Cuaresma: 7 p. m. el 23 de marzo en
la iglesia. Vengan a recibir el perdon de Dios esta Cuaresma!

Limosna:
Campaiia Rice Bowl de Catholic Relief Services: Disponi-
ble el Miércoles de Ceniza en el Espacio de Reunion. Recojan
un Rice Bowl y conmemoren la Cuaresma en solidaridad con
nuestros hermanos y hermanas en tierras extranjeras.

Colecta de alimentos de Cuaresma: En el Espacio de
Reunion. Donen alimentos no perecederos esta Cuaresma para
beneficiar a las personas atendidas por la Despensa de Ali-
mentos de San Martin.

Comparta la Cruz: 4 partir del 28 de febrero, tome una cruz
de la exhibicion en el Espacio de Reunion y done el costo
para apoyar el trabajo de las misiones de la parroquia herma-
na en Haiti.

Oportunidades para grupos pequeiios:
Grupo pequeiio de devocion cuaresmal: Los martes a las
9:30 a. m., el 17 y 24 de febrero y el 3, 10, 17, 24 y 31 de
marzo en la Sala Kuehner, Unase a esta oportunidad en inglés
para sanar y crecer espiritual y emocionalmente en un am-
biente de confianza con otros feligreses, utilizando el texto
"Cultivando la sanacion y la plenitud del corazon, la fuerza, el
alma y la mente". Inscribase en el Espacio de Reunion.

Estudio biblico para mujeres: Alas 7p. m.,el 13,20y
27 de febrero y el 6, 13 y 20 de marzo en la Sala Kuehner,
unase a un estudio biblico en inglés sobre la Carta de San
Pablo a los Colosenses. La discusion estara guiada por el
libro "Rooted and Radiant", que se puede comprar en
www.walkingwithpurpose.com.

Reflexiones de Cuaresma con el obispo Robert Barron:
De 8 a 9:30 p. m. los martes por Zoom, a partir del 10 de
febrero, la comunidad de habla hispana esta invitada a par-
ticipar en reflexiones de Cuaresma, basadas en las Refle-
xiones del Evangelio de Cuaresma del obispo Barron en
espafiol. Unase a ellos en https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84530539406?
pwd=hrPRqGbiOFrIWVEb0Dee09GG1ZbQCS.1

Taller de Oracion y Vida en espaiiol comienza
el 14 de febrero

Todos los feligreses de habla hispana estan invitados a inscri-
birse en el Taller de Oracidon y Vida, una maravillosa oportu-
nidad para profundizar en su vida de oracion personal y su
relacion con Dios. El taller comenzara el 14 de febrero. Para
obtener mas informacion, consulte los folletos en el Espacio
de Reunion.

Cena de Panqueques del Martes de Carnaval para servir
) Desayuno para la Cena el 17 de febrero

jUnase a nosotros para la Cena de Panqueques del Martes de
Carnaval de 5 a 8 p. m. el martes 17 de febrero en el Centro
Parroquial! Traiga a toda su familia a disfrutar de un desa-
yuno buffet libre con panqueques, tocineta, croquetas de pata-
tas fritas, fruta y todos los acompafiamientos que desee, a un
precio modico. Para obtener mas informacion o para ser vo-
luntario, comuniquese con la coordinadora de eventos espe-
ciales, Sylvia Jones, a través del correo electronico deca-
ffqueen@gmail.com.

Proyecto Gabriel

El Dia de San Valentin es un momento para pensar en nues-
tros seres queridos y apreciar todo lo que significan para no-
sotros. También es un momento para recordar a nuestras mas
de 250 madres que luchan y que han elegido la vida y que
dependen del Proyecto Gabriel del Condado de Montgomery.
Se necesitan con urgencia ropa para bebés, articulos de lac-
tancia, pafiales y cochecitos. Visite nuestro sitio web,
WWW.Zgpmoco.org, para ver como puede ayudar; también se
necesitan voluntarios, tanto hombres como mujeres. Para ob-
tener mas informacion, comuniquese con la feligresa Deena
Russo al (301) 366-1509.




