
Parish Pastoral Council Minutes  

December 10, 2020  

Zoom platform 

Council members in attendance: Fr. John Dillon, Alicia Church, Linda Foster, Ron Hays, Chris King, Louise 

Locke, Bernie McGuire, Ted Modrick, Ann Pierre, Vincent Price, Travis Tomon, Leah Vincent and Miguel 

Welanetz.  

Others in attendance: Deacon Jim Datovech and Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan  

During the December 10 meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council, the members unanimously voted to 

endorse the mission and vision of the Ad-Hoc Committee on Racism, which aims to address the sin of 

racism through prayer, discussion, education and action in the parish and in the greater community.  

The committee -- comprised of 10 parishioners, half of which are Pastoral Council members – sponsored 

the talk on racism by Fr. Robert Boxie III in August and planned to host a book discussion on “Racial 

Justice and the Catholic Church,” by Fr. Bryan Massingale, in December and January. It also has plans to 

conduct a parish survey on racism and is coordinating with Religious Education Director Susan Anderson 

for a Shrove Tuesday program on Servant of God Sister Thea Bowman.  

At the meeting called to order at 7:40 pm, the council considered the minutes of the October meeting 

and unanimously approved them. Leah Vincent reported on events at St. Jude Regional Catholic School, 

saying that the students were asked to take off the week after Thanksgiving, given concerns about the 

coronavirus. Students are also still participating in an outdoor Mass, as they can, with some middle 

school students celebrating in the Thaddeus Room and other students watching virtual Mass.  

Fr. John read aloud a report from Director of Religious Education Susan Anderson, reporting that Unit 2 

and Advent materials had been mailed to families. The ministry is sponsoring online events for families 

around liturgical seasons and commemorations, which are well-attended. Catechists are providing 

outreach and support to families, either one-on-one or in several small groups that meet monthly. In the 

ministry’s report on sacraments received, Fr. John reported that 27 young people received 

Confirmation, 26 children received First Communion and 40 young people are now preparing for 

Confirmation.  

Under the Communications Ministry, Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan reported that the 

ministry had developed a communications plan for Advent and executed it across media channels; 

produced and promoted the virtual Haiti Benefit Concert; promoted events of interest to the Ad-Hoc 

Committee on Racism; wrote three stories for the December issue of Our Parish Times; and was 

preparing to record the virtual Christmas Mass on December 23.   

Under parish finances, Fr. John reported that the pandemic continued to negatively impact the parish’s 

revenues. In 2020, the parish cancelled the Yard Sale, Plant Sale and Bazaar, although organizers of the 

bazaar did hold the raffle, which generated $5,000. In addition, the parish held the parish Christmas 

Tree Sale, which generated $13,700 in income. Parish expenses remain ahead of income by $66,000. 

Our weekly offertory is 10 percent below where we were a year ago, but we are still doing better than a 



lot of churches. In the meantime, the parish is current in its assessments to St. Jude Regional School and 

continues to chip away at our assessments to the archdiocese.  

Deacon Jim Datovech provided an update on the parish facilities enhancement project, describing the 

status as “on the back 9 (holes).” The meeting room exterior is up, the roof is on and the interior of the 

room is being built out. All the walls are up for the hallway to the elevator and the elevator shaft was 

built. In January, construction work on the church’s interior will begin, with replacement of the ceiling 

tiles, installation of the new sound system and replacement of the window system above the altar. This 

will create major disruptions to worship in the church, including the relocation of daily Mass to the 

Parish Center and funerals moving to neighboring churches during the impacted timeframe.  

The parish will also re-lamp lights on the existing poles outside the church, so that all are functional. If 

funds are available, the parish may upgrade the lighting in the parking lot to LED lighting. It will also 

utilize Pepco incentives to do this work. The entire project is still slated to be completed by mid-March 

2021.  

Regarding Parish Council appointments, Fr. John reported that Travis Tomon will continue serving until 

he graduates from college. Fr. John also introduced new member Ted Modrick, who is involved with the 

Triple V Youth Ministry. 

Fr. John also said that, starting in January 2021, he would like the council to begin reading a chapter of 

the new papal encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, and begin reflecting on it as a group. Ron Hayes suggested that a 

separate person lead each chapter.  

Under new business, Fr. John announced that the Christmas Mass schedule would include 4 pm and 8 

pm in-person Masses on Christmas Eve and 9 am and 12 pm in-person Masses on Christmas Day. We will 

have signup for all the in-person Masses. We will also produce a virtual Mass that is scheduled to 

premiere at 6 pm on the parish YouTube Channel. 

Alicia Church also reported that Linda Foster has agreed to take over coordination of the parish’s 50th 

anniversary in 2022.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.    


