
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  

June 24, 2021  

Zoom platform  

Council members in attendance: Fr. John Dillon, Anna Breece, Marianne DeAusen, Ron Hays, Chris King, 

Louise Locke, Vincent Price and Ann Pierre.  

Others in attendance: Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan  

➢ The meeting was called to order at 8:09 pm.  

➢ Council member Vincent Price moved to accept the minutes of the May 27 meeting and Chris 

King seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved.  

At its final meeting before breaking for the summer, the Parish Pastoral Council heard a flurry of 

committee reports, summarizing the work of active parish ministries. 

Under the area of finance, council member Chris King asked Fr. John whether he had pursued looking at 

alternative forms of parish revenues, in the form of online payment platforms. Fr. John reported that he 

had not but would follow up shortly.  He also reported that the parish received a letter from United 

Bank for an application to ensure our loan under the Paycheck Protection Program is forgiven.  

Beginning with the Communications Ministry, Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan reported on 

several initiatives the ministry had worked on over the past month. Some activities included filming and 

premiering the last virtual Masses in June, promoting the resumption of the pre-pandemic Mass 

schedule on June 26-27, and hiring an independent graphic designer to redesign a new parish logo and 

50th anniversary logo.  

The Social Concerns and Adult Faith Formation ministries also reported that the parish received a $2,500 

parish evangelization grant from the archdiocese to use the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops document, “Living as Missionary Disciples,” as the basis for adult faith formation programming 

this year. On behalf of Social Concerns Director Tony Bosnick, Fr. John also reported that the Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults would conclude July 24 with a retreat and that a small group was meeting 

to discuss the book, “RETURN: How to Draw Your Child Back to the Church.”  

Under Religious Education, Fr. John reported on behalf of Director of Religious Education Susan 

Anderson that the program concluded its year of at-home catechesis with an online May Crowning and 

online Parent Meeting/Reflection. He also reported that 40 young people had been confirmed and that 

teens and adults were now gearing up to offer both in-person and virtual Vacation Bible Camp. 

Anderson will also open registration for the 2021-22 Religious Education program in mid-July.  

St. Jude Regional School Liaison Anna Breece reported that the student body and faculty made it 

through the 2020-21 school year. The school intends to open in fall 2021 at 100 percent capacity 

without a virtual option.  

The Parish Council’s Ad-hoc Committee on Racism reported that it had submitted blurbs to Fr. John and 

Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan on “The Justice Thought” for publication in the bulletin and 

in Flocknote. The committee would also like to offer its Four Courageous Conversations dialogue again 



in October 2021 and is working with the 50th Anniversary Planning Chairs Linda Foster and Sylvia Jones 

to plan an International Night. 

Under the New Neighbors Interfaith Alliance, parishioner Chris King said the ministry has published its 

first newsletter explaining its partnerships with local houses of worship and faith communities. The 

ministry is also working with Sister Judith, especially in engaging with undocumented families. King said 

the ministry is hoping to identify one or two more families at St. Francis to join the Interfaith Team.  

In a general discussion, King also suggested to Fr. John that he consider addressing the issue of the 

Eucharist in parish communications. Fr. John referenced a piece a priest had written in America 

Magazine that democracy works very slowly. He also said he’s been judicious with his words.  

King responded that she feels people need guidance. “I think it’s serving our purpose – it’s making us 

more enlightened.”  

➢ The meeting adjourned at 9:17 pm Thursday, June 24.   


