
Parish Pastoral Council Minutes  

March 25, 2021  

Zoom Platform  

Council Members in attendance: Fr. John Dillon, Anna Breece, Marianne DeAusen, Linda Foster, Ron 

Hays, Louise Locke, Bernie McGuire, Ann Pierre, Vincent Price, Leah Vincent, and Miguel Welanetz.  

Others in attendance: Deacon Will Garcia and Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan.    

During its meeting in March, the Parish Pastoral Council heard about two parishwide events happening 

in the near and not-too-distant future: the two-part “Four Courageous Conversations on Racism and 

Violence in America” and the parish’s 50th anniversary, which will kick off October 3, 2021, with the 

Feast Day picnic.  

After calling the meeting to order at 8:03 pm, Fr. John led a reflection on the papal encyclical, “Fratelli 

Tutti.” Council member Ron Hays then made a motion to accept the February council meeting minutes, 

with Leah Vincent seconding the motion. It passed unanimously.  

Council members then heard reports from seven ministries. Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan 

reported on the implementation of the Lenten communications plan; submission of three stories for the 

March issue of Our Parish Times; and hosting of the virtual Lenten Parish Mission. Leah Vincent reported 

on St. Jude Regional Catholic School, saying the students had recently entered their fourth quarter, 

teachers were continuing to get vaccinated from COVID-19 and administrators were aiming to have all 

students return in person this fall. Deacon Will Garcia reported that the Hispanic Ministry has been 

praying the Rosary on a weekly basis and has started small group meetings on Monday nights. They are 

also looking to start Confessions in Spanish.  

Fr. John gave a Religious Education report on behalf of Religious Education Director Susan Anderson, 

saying she does “a splendid job.” Ron Hayes reported that Contemporary Ensemble member Mike Kelley 

has learned the Adobe software that the Adult Choir uses and is starting work on the group’s third song. 

Bernie McGuire reported that the Knights of Columbus Council 2323 is sponsoring a carry-out spaghetti 

dinner on Sunday, April 11, that will benefit the Haiti Ministry. Lastly, Marianne DeAusen reported on 

the Couples for Christ Ministry, saying that the Handmaids of the Lord continue to meet over Zoom. She 

said they are having a hard time with the virtual environment. She also reported that parishioner Medy 

DeAusen is hosting a small group discussion on Acts of the Apostles on FORMED and is unsure how the 

parish’s recent cancellation of its subscription will impact that discussion. Fr. John asked Marianne to 

have Medy contact him.  

Under finances, Fr. John reported that the parish generated $361,916 in expenses during the month of 

February, though only $88,435 were regular operating costs; the balance were expenses incurred by the 

Haiti Medical Mission, our sister parish in Haiti and the facilities enhancement project. Since our parish 

income that month was $73,796, our deficit in February was $14,639.70. Through the Archdiocesan 

Appeal, he said we have pledges of $86,435 (as of April 20, 2021) toward our goal of $133,100. Ann 

Pierre suggested that we encourage people to take the next step in their giving through Flocknote. 

Marianne DeAusen also suggested that the parish look at apps such as Venmo and Zelle, so that people 

can directly deposit donations into the parish account.  



In her report for the Ad-Hoc Committee on Racism, Ann Pierre reported that the committee’s work in 

installing an archdiocesan banner in front of the church garnered a story in Our Parish Times. She said 

that co-Ministry Coordinator Chris King gave out yard signs after Mass one Sunday and said the 

committee would like to schedule another distribution push one weekend. At the Confirmation Retreat 

on March 6, Ann, Trish Olin and Louise Locke gave a talk on Sr. Thea Bowman, saying that they really 

enjoyed working with the teens. She also invited all Parish Council members to take part in the “Four 

Courageous Conversations on Racism and Violence” listening sessions that took place April 10 and 17. 

She specifically asked for the council members’ help in getting the word out and to serve as facilitators 

for one of the breakout groups.  

Fr. John updated the council members on the building construction project, reporting that Corbett 

Construction had turned over all its paperwork. He said the building permit and the construction 

occupancy permit were in hand.  

In her report on the parish’s 50th anniversary, Linda Foster reported that the planning committee went 

through all the initial ideas for festivities that were put forth. The kickoff event will be the St. Francis 

Feast Day Picnic on October 3, 2021. She said the committee is interested in developing a 50th 

anniversary theme and would like to crowdsource suggestions from the parish. Parishioner Patty Lynch 

has agreed to help the parish get T-shirts, mugs, and face masks, and parishioner Gary Palmer has said 

he will help with compiling historical materials and artifacts that commemorate the parish’s history. The 

planning committee is compiling fundraising ideas and would like to have a dedicated page on the web 

site to start promoting some of these events. They are also interested in incorporating commemoration 

of the parish’s 50th anniversary into some of our already existing parish events, such as the Bazaar. They 

are also hoping to advertise events in the community, so that people in Derwood know when different 

events are taking place.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:11 pm.  

 

    

 


