
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  

May 27, 2021  

Zoom platform  

Council members in attendance: Fr. John Dillon, Linda Foster, Ron Hays, Chris King, Bernie McGuire, Vince 

Price, Travis Tomon and Miguel Welanetz.  

Others in attendance: Parishioner Dan Cardile and Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan.  

➢ The meeting was called to order at 8:06 pm.  

➢ Chris King moved to approve the minutes from the Parish Pastoral Council meeting in April 2021. 

Vince Price seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.  

Despite needing to cancel two full-scale medical missions and modify fundraisers that fund its work, the 

parish Haiti Committee achieved much of the work it coordinates in our sister parish of Haiti over the 

past year despite the challenges that continue to be presented by the COVID-19 pandemic and political 

unrest.  

Haiti Ministry Coordinator Dan Cardile reported to the Parish Pastoral Council that the ministry and its 

partner, Global Health Teams, cancelled two 14-day medical missions in May and October 2020 because 

of the deteriorating political situation in Haiti. Last spring, the ministry successfully sent a four-month 

supply of medications that arrived in Leon and was distributed to patients in need. Then, in October, the 

native Haitians who serve as nurses and pharmacists successfully ran their own remote clinic.  

“We always talked about the importance of Haitians taking greater ownership,” Cardile said. “They had 

to do that. It worked beautifully.”  

In February 2021, Global Health Teams returned to Haiti to run a successful two-week medical mission. 

But with a fresh wave of coronavirus infections and political chaos this spring, the ministry decided to 

cancel the medical mission scheduled for June, opting to plan another remote clinic.  

He also reported that:  

• The Bon Pasteur School continues to thrive. In addition, the Philo Year program now has 70 

students, up from 30 in its first year.  

• Just Haiti Coffee continues to do well. Recently, a young man graduated as an agronomist.  

• The church destroyed during Hurricane Matthew is being rebuilt.  

• The virtual Haiti concert, the Knights of Columbus spaghetti dinner, Crosses for Haiti, and 

Alternative Christmas program collectively raised nearly $77,000.  

Other ministry committees reported the following:  

• Communications Ministry Coordinator Melissa Egan said the ministry filmed and produced a 

virtual May Crowning for the parish; submitted three articles for the May issue of Our Parish 

Times; and began steps to have a new parish logo and logo for the parish’s 50th anniversary to 

be designed.  

• St. Jude Regional School liaison Anna Breece submitted a reported indicating that May 27 was 

the last day of school for St. Jude Regional School eighth graders. June 9 is the last day of school 



for the rest of the student body. The school’s plan is for all students to return full-time next 

year.  

In his financial report, Fr. John reported that our parish’s goal for the Annual Appeal is $133,100; as of 

the end of April, parishioners had made $91,743 in commitments.   

For the month of April, the parish’s income was $90,050.86 and the expenses were $124,430.17. That 

month, the weekly offertory generated $64,699.61, down from $68,390.16 last year. He reported that 

our year-to-date offertory is $80,000 shy of what the parish had budgeted.  

In his report of the Ad-Hoc Committee on Racism, Vince Price, co-chair of the committee, thanked Fr. 

John for his assistance in the body’s work. Based on feedback received from the Four Courageous 

Conversations listening sessions, he said the committee will start submitting information on conscious 

and unconscious biases for the bulletin and in Flocknote. Other work the committee intends to do is 

encouraging church leaders to speak out against racism, helping educate the youth of the parish on 

racism, and addressing a lack of understanding between cultures.  

In a report on the work of the New Neighbors Interfaith Alliance, Chris King reported that the group of 

faith communities in Montgomery and Prince Georges counties has had two introductory meetings. 

Members of the group met with the International Refugee Committee, which gave them two families 

with whom to work. St. Francis members also get names of families from Catholic Charities and is 

currently helping two families from Guatemala and an 18-year-old boy with emergency rental support.  

Linda Foster, co-chair of the parish’s 50th Anniversary celebration, reported that a web page has been 

launched to promote awareness of the parish milestone and associated events. She invited members of 

the Parish Pastoral Council to submit potential themes for the celebration, saying the council would be 

invited to vote on one. Foster also said she and co-chair Sylvia Jones have reached out to Smokey Glen 

to host a parishwide picnic at their facilities; potential dates are June 11, 19 or 25 in 2022. She also said 

parishioner Patty Lynch has agreed to prepare spirit wear and hopes to begin selling T-shirts and mugs 

by August 2021.  

Under new business, Fr. John said he is looking at adding on another morning Mass to the weekend 

liturgy schedule. Ron Hays asked whether Mass capacities would increase with changing guidance from 

Montgomery County. Fr. John responded that signups would likely stop by the weekend of June 5/6.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:43 pm.   

 


