
Vocations flow out of parish with 
supportive clergy, members and staff

Over St. Francis of Assisi Parish’s 50-year history, a dozen parishioners who worshipped in the church as 
children and adults have answered a call to the priesthood, diaconate, or consecrated life. Read about many 
of our parishioners who said “yes” to serve as a clergyman or as a religious. (Note: Fr. Derek Goerg was 
ordained in June 1991 as a priest from our parish. He died on May 27, 1995.)

Deacon Robert “Bob” Allen: 
Ordained:  September 
20, 1997
Status:  Retired, but 
serving at two parishes 
in the Diocese of 
Richmond – Saints Peter 
and Paul in Palmyra, VA, 
and St. Joseph (Shrine of 

St. Katharine Drexel) in Columbia, VA.
Formative faith influences at parish:
Fr. Don Worch and Deacon Wil Pinder. 
What did you take away from your 
ministry service at St. Francis that has 
more fully formed you as a deacon? 
Since I was involved in all the liturgical, 
charitable, and educational parish min- 
istries, I got an excellent basis for my 
deacon ministry and have used many of 
the things I learned in my diaconal work.  

Deacon James “Jim” Datovech: 
Ordained:  June 2008 
Status:  Serving St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish 
for the past 14 years. 
Formative faith 
influences at parish:
Fr. Don Worch, Fr. Mark 
Knestout, Deacon Bill 

Wakefield, Deacon Wil Pinder, and 
Deacon Bob Allen.
What did you take away from your 
ministry service at St. Francis that has 
more fully formed you as a deacon?
The service of others at St. Francis 
solidified my call to the diaconate. The 
diaconate is a ministry of service at the 

altar, in the parish, and to those in need 
outside the parish. As I served within 
the parish, I felt the call to do more. 

Sister Laura Teresa 
Downing, IHM, STL: 

Final vows:  2009 ~ 
Sister Servant of the 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary
Current calling and 
Status:  Director of 
Campus Ministry at 
Immaculata College 
in Immaculata, PA. 

Formative faith influences at parish:
Fr. Charlie Muzzey, Fr. Joe Zolotay, 
Youth Minister Mike Goggin, and Fr. Lee 
Fangmeyer, who mentored the Arch-
diocesan Youth Leadership Board before 
he came to St. Francis.  
How did your early faith formation 
experiences shape your decision to answer 
your calling to the consecrated life?
From the moment my family moved to the 
parish, I was given leadership opportuni-
ties. I think the ongoing opportunity to 
have a role that felt important and valued 
helped me envision that it was possible 
for me to serve in the Church. I did CCD 
in sixth grade, Flame in seventh grade, 
Confirmation prep in eighth grade, and 
was confirmed in 10th grade. In 11th and 
12th grades, I taught CCD to the three-
year-olds and moved to the four-year-olds 
the next year. I never wanted to teach the 
little kids, but it’s what they let teens do. 
In hindsight, I wonder if I missed some- 
thing (since I later became a teacher). 

Deacon Dan Finn: 
Ordained:  June 26, 2010
Status:  Support the 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic Center at 
Purdue University and 
the Diocese of Lafayette 
(IN) as a part-time 
Pastorate Consultant 

supporting four Pastorates (11 parishes).
Formative faith influences at parish:
Fr. Don Worch, Fr. John Dillon, and many 
other parishioners on the Build up Our 
Church initiative. 
What did you take away from your 
ministry service at St. Francis that has 
more fully formed you as a deacon?  
Working with the priests, deacons, and 
parishioners was a joy.  I have taken the 
learnings and applied them to the work 
I do in the Diocese of Lafayette. I came to 
understand what an incredible, diverse, 
forward thinking parish St. Francis is… 
far beyond most other parishes.

Deacon Wilberto “Will” Garcia: 
Ordained:  June 22, 2019
Status:  Active and 
serving at St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish.  
Formative faith 
influences at parish: 
Fr. John Dillon and 
Deacon Dan Finn. 

What did you take away from your ministry 
service at St. Francis that has more fully 
formed you as a deacon?
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When someone decides to become a 
deacon, one envisions having a ministry 
of helping others, increasing faith in 
people, and bringing people to Jesus. 
Instead, your ministry will make you 
realize what you are lacking. The faith 
of your parishioners will grow your 
faith in ways you could not imagine. 

Fr. Brendan Glasgow: 
Ordained:  June 15, 2019 
Status:  Parochial vicar 
at St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church on Capitol Hill. 
Formative faith 
influences at parish:
Fr. Don Worch.  
How did your early faith 

formation experiences shape your decision 
to answer your calling to the priesthood?  
It was the exposure of being with priests 
[Fr. Don, Fr. Lee Fangmeyer, and Fr. Mark 
Knestout] that helped me see priests 
in the Archdiocese of Washington were 
very fatherly, normal and happy men 
who loved God. That constant exposure 
to the priesthood was what made me 
think of joining the priesthood. 

 Fr. James Glasgow: 
Ordained:  June 20, 2020
Status:  Parochial vicar 
at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Rockville. 
Formative faith 
influences at parish:
Fr. Don Worch, Fr. Lee 
Fangmeyer, Fr. Mark 

Knestout, and Fr. John Dillon.  
How did your early faith formation 
experiences shape your decision to answer 
your calling to the priesthood?
I was honored every time I could serve at 
the altar. It gave me a certain familiarity 

with Mass in a way that didn’t make 
it mundane. It gave me a deep sense of 
peace. I’m confident that God used that 
to plant the seed for vocation. 

Deacon Karl Noah
Ordained:  May 22, 2021 
~ Archdiocese of 
Baltimore. 
Status:  Serving the 
Pastorate of St. Joseph-
on-Carrollton Manor 
and St. John the 
Evangelist Catholic 
Church in Frederick. 

Formative faith influences at parish: 
My wife Kathy, her parents Bernie and 
Joan McLoughlin, Fr. Donald Worch, 
and the RCIA coordinators.   
How did your faith formation experiences 
shape your decision to answer your calling 
to the permanent diaconate?
The RCIA process strengthened my 
faith in God and inspired me to become 
more involved with the church. I served 
as an extraordinary minister of Holy 
Communion at St. Francis. After moving 
to Frederick, we joined St. Joseph-on-
Carrollton Manor where I continued to 
serve as an EMHC, served on the Pastoral 
Council, and coordinated other ministries. 
Only through reflection do I realize the 
positive impacts that these ministry 
experiences had in shaping my faith, me 
as a person and influencing my calling.  

Deacon Rafael “Ralf” Pagan: 
Ordained:  June 22, 2013 
Status:  Serving the 
Diocese of Fajardo-
Humacao (Puerto Rico) 
at St. Antonio Padua 
Parish in Ceiba, P.R.
Formative faith 
influences at parish:

Fr. Martin Gerber, Fr. Lee Fangmeyer, 
Fr. Mark Knestout, Fr. David Beaubien, 
Deacon Pascal Hong, Deacon Bill Wakefield, 
and RCIA Ministry Coordinator Terry 
Davis.  
How did your participation in the parish’s 
ministry life guide your “yes” to the 
diaconate?  In my early 30s, I joined the 
choir at St. Francis – through that family, 
I drew closer to the Lord and observed 

Past and present deacons at 
St. Francis include: 

Deacon Chang Choi
Deacon Pascal Hong (deceased)

Deacon James McCann
Deacon Wil Pinder (deceased)

Deacon Bob Whitfield

Vocations flow out of parish
continued from page 1

how everyone came from different places 
but came together as a choir. As I was 
discerning and told members of the choir, 
they encouraged me. The life of the parish 
itself attracted me to get more involved in 
our faith and in our community. As time 
went by, the attraction and openness to 
say yes began to take place.

Deacon Todd Smith: 
Ordained:  May 2007 ~ 
Archdiocese of 
Baltimore. 
Status:  Actively 
serving at St. Peter 
Catholic Church in 
West Brandywine, PA. 
Formative faith 
influences at parish: 

Fr. Kazimierz Chwalek, MIC, Fr. Don 
Worch, Deacon Dan Finn, Deacon Jim 
Datovech, and Deacon Bill Wakefield.  
How did your faith formation experiences 
shape your decision to answer your calling 
to the permanent diaconate? 
The catechesis I received from Fr. Kaz, 
coupled with the incredibly warm and 
welcoming humility Fr. Don Worch 
showed, profoundly showed me what 
it means to be called to ministry. It is 
from that St. Francis experience that 
I originally felt called to be a deacon. 

Deacon Bill Wakefield: 
Ordained: April 15, 1989 
Status:  Active deacon 
serving in the Diocese of 
Lexington (KY) – under 
a year of transition, 
having moved to 
Lebanon, OH. 
Formative faith influ-

ences at parish:  Fr. Don Worch, Fr. Shaun 
O’Conner, MIC, and my wife Cheryl.  
What did you take away from your 
ministry service at St. Francis that has 
more fully formed you as a deacon?
Fr. Don Worch was a great pastoral 
mentor, encouraging me to experience 
all aspects of parish ministry. The 
experience at St. Francis complemented 
the formation program by giving me 
grounded practical experiences in 
ministry. I remain indebted to these 
experiences years later as they formed 
the foundation for my spiritual, intellec-
tual, pastoral, and human dimensions 
for my diaconal ministry today. 
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St. Francis pastors grateful for faith-filled, 
generous parishioners

Over half a century, St. Francis parishioners have been 
blessed with six pastors, each with distinct personalities, 
pastoral temperaments and management styles. Each of 

them left a mark on the parish they led, starting with founding 
pastor Fr. John Stack (1972-1983); Fr. Andre Bouchard (1983-
1985); Fr. Donald Worch (1985-2002); Fr. Lee Fangmeyer 
(2002-2009); Fr. David Beaubien (2009-2013); and Fr. John 
Dillon (2013-present). 
While Fr. Stack and Fr. Don died on March 12, 2012, and August 
27, 2016, respectively, our parish’s last three pastors continue 
serving as priests throughout the Archdiocese of Washington.  
In 2013, Fr. David moved to St. Aloysius in Leonardtown, MD, 
while Fr. Lee has spent the past nine years at Mother Seton 
Catholic Church in Germantown. Fr. John has served at St. 
Francis for the past nine years, marking in 2023 one decade at 
the parish and his 25th year as an archdiocesan priest. 

When he arrived at St. Francis in 2002, Fr. 
Lee sought to fill the shoes of the much 
beloved Fr. Don Worch, who had served 17 
years as the pastor. It was his first pastoral 
assignment, moving in with Msgr. Ralph 
Kuehner, who was already in residence. 
Fr. Lee made a favorable impression on 
parishioners with his informal demeanor. 
He quickly disarmed parishioners of all 
ages with his willingness to goof off, evi-
denced by a headdress bedecked with 

fruit he donned at Volunteer Appreciation Dinners.  
He was a prolific fundraiser, helping the parish exceed its arch-
diocesan goal for the Forward in Faith campaign and getting 
permission to raise funds for a planned catechetical building. 
“We reached this goal, but unfortunately were not able to see 
this endeavor begin,” Fr. Lee said. 

Upon Fr. David’s arrival at St. Francis in 
2009, the convert priest focused much 
of his energies on maintaining parish in- 
frastructure and making improvements, 
including a stairlift that allowed Msgr. 
Ralph to stay in the Rectory for several 
more years. His proudest accomplish-
ment? Restoring the Risen Christ cross in 
the church to its original design.  
Fr. David’s quiet, reflective nature lent 
itself well to the ministries he said he 

especially appreciated at St. Francis. He said he was thankful for 
the liturgical ministry of Joan Treacy and her help with regular 
and special Masses throughout the liturgical seasons. He also 
enjoyed the ecumenical Thanksgiving Day service with local 
Protestant churches and appreciated working with the music 
staff  and choir members to host vocal recitals. 

“I would have liked to have stayed longer at St. Francis,” Fr. David 
recently said. “Four years felt a little brief, but I was called to 
serve a pastoral position at St. Aloysius in Leonardtown with its 
Father Andrew White, S.J. School.”
During Fr. David’s tenure, he also oversaw a revision of the plans 
for the catechetical center and launched a fundraising campaign 
for “We Are God’s Building.” When Fr. John arrived at the parish 
in 2013, he, too, inherited the longstanding project. 
Fr. John’s pastorship has been marked by 
disciplined spending and prudent risk 
taking. He greenlighted the Build Up Our 
Church initiative that led to the establish-
ment of the Joyful Greeter, New Parish-
ioner Welcome, Communications and 
Young Families ministries in 2015. He has 
encouraged staff members to try novel 
projects, initiating an appeal for donations 
to buy video equipment so in-person 
Masses could be recorded and posted 
online during the pandemic.
And he brought to fruition the much-changed proposal for the 
catechetical center. After Fr. John sought input from the Parish 
Pastoral Council and the Finance Council, the parish opted to 
spend the monies earlier raised to build the new Kuehner Room 
off the Gathering Space, refresh the church’s interior with new 
ceiling tiles and a new sound system, and build an elevator 
connecting the church and Parish Center. These improvements 
were completed in February 2021.
“For 50 years, the parish staff members and volunteers have 
kept things moving, as I and my fellow priests can all attest to,” 
Fr. John recently said. “We are blessed to have such dedicated 
people here willing to toil in the vineyards for the glory of God.”  

Fr. Lee Fangmeyer

Fr. David Beaubien

St. Francis of Assisi Parish has welcomed 
many parochial vicars, priests in residence, 

and weekend assistants throughout the past 
30+ years, including:

Rev. Martin Gerber
Rev. Kaz Chwalek

Rev. Charles Muzzey
Rev. Joseph Zolotay

Rev. John McKay
Rev. Msgr. Ralph Kuehner

Rev. Michael Dolan
Rev. Mark Knestout

Rev. Brian Sanderfoot
Rev. Percy D’Silva

Rev. Greg Shaffer
Rev. Robert Boxie

Rev. Jonathan Berard
Rev. Joseph Cwik

Rev. Patrick Agustin
Rev. William Brailsford

Rev. Edward (Ted) 
Hegnauer

Rev. Grzegorz Okulewicz

Fr. John Dillon
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Who Knew Vacation Bible Camp Could be so Much Fun!
For one magical week every 

summer, St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish creates an over-the-top 
Vacation Bible Camp experi-
ence. Beginning in the 1980s 
and continuing today, campers 
from preschool to fifth grade 
and volunteers – preteens, 
teenagers, and adults – make 
the Bible come alive as they 
share and celebrate Christ’s love. 
For what other reason could 
parishioners have baked clown-
shaped cookies, written song 
lyrics, shopped for 120 affordable cowboy hats, and searched  
for costumes for Moses, St. Peter and an Olympic torchbearer? 
In the early days, using only a barebones packaged curriculum 
kit, the coordinators and the inspired volunteers crafted unique, 
memorable, and age-appropriate experiences. Fantasy became 
fun when you turned into a scuba diver, an opera singer, an 
Olympic gold medalist or a cattle rustler. Our humble Parish 
Center was transformed into the dusty streets of Jerusalem or 
the center ring for Barnum and Bailey. These coordinated 
theme elements became the launching point for crafts, songs, 
and even snacks (think Goldfish crackers that were caught in 
the Apostles’ nets), all designed to make the message of the 
Gospels and the love of Jesus alive in powerful ways for the 
youngest of Christ’s followers. 
Interviewing a group of past VBC coordinators, the following 
highlights came back in vivid detail: cowboys at Friendship 
Ranch, as they rounded up Cowpokes for Christ amid songs 
around the paper and cellophane fire; marauding pirates with 
their black eyepatches, discovering the love of Jesus through a 
treasure hunt featuring Gospel Island, Cave of Miracles, Den of 
Disciples and finally the treasure chest filled with Golden Words 

of Wisdom (chocolate coins) and a Bounty of Booty-ful Blessings 
(tattoos of Bible verses); and a circus, featuring a raucous ring-
master, Dancing Disciples, Singing Saints, and Magicians for Mary.
From the start, the goals of VBC have included:

■	 Bringing together parishioners of varying ages, 
talents, and abilities to share the Gospel. 

■	 Creating a positive Church experience for kids where 
learning about Christ is both fun and impactful.

■	 Instilling in the hearts and minds of children and 
youth how much Jesus loves them.  

VBC curriculum kits have grown more elaborate over the years, 
yet the energy and creativity needed to bring to life these 
Gospel-centered themes remain the same. In the summer of 
2020, when the covid pandemic prevented in-person gather-
ings, teen and adult volunteers took on the challenge of sup-
porting an at-home VBC experience, producing video content 
for all the usual VBC activities, crafts, games, Bible stories, even 
snacks, and gathering with campers for Zoom meetings. 
In all of the various themes shared over the years, the core of the 
VBC experience remains: campers (and volunteers) learning 
about their Catholic faith with their boisterous buddies (no one 
ever accused VBC of being quiet or boring), setting the stage for 
a lifelong relationship with Christ in these formative years; 
enduring friendships among volunteers; teens stepping up to 
share their faith and to serve as role models; campers eagerly 
awaiting their turn to serve as teen volunteers; and parents 
leaving the final rollicking performance of song, dance, and 
lively skits with lessons from VBC and catchy songs to sing on 
the way home. 
Transformative: we pray for lasting lessons. Lifelong friendship 
with Christ: our goal. Fun: without a doubt.
 ~ By Maureen Hanson and Susan Anderson,  
  director of Religious Education

Sixteen Years Serving St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

I was hired by Fr. Don Worch in October 1993 as the Director 
of Religious Education for Grades Pre-K through 7. It was 
an honor to serve the children of the parish for 16 years.

It was a hard act to follow Kevin and Diane Saunders. They 
were the directors of religious education before me and 
were so very well loved. When I started, there were 800+ 
children and youth in the program. With the help of Joan 
Treacy, JoAnna Shope, Diane Murray, Gerry Madden, Maureen 
Hanson and Cathy Parnell, along with my staff, we managed 
to maintain the high standards Kevin and Diane set.
What I am most proud of and enduringly recall are the vol-
unteer catechists who are the backbone of  every religious 
education program. Dee Dee Koyi was teaching Pre-K and 
second grade when I was hired and still teaches to this day! 
She is just one example of the faithfulness and selflessness 
of the SFA catechists. Some years, we had as many as 100 

Catechists serving to ensure that each classroom had two 
teachers. At the height of our enrollment, Religious Education 
classes were held on Sunday morning, and Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday afternoon and evening. In total there were 
seven sessions, plus the High School Youth Program on 
Sunday night.
I am also very proud of the Sacramental Program at SFA.  
Through the efforts of Joan Treacy, JoAnna Shope and Marie 
Yeast, in particular, we developed a very strong Sacramental 
Program. Parents and visitors often commented that our 
First Communions and Confirmations were beautifully 
child/youth-oriented.
I think back in gratitude to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit in guiding me and the program during the years I 
ministered as the DRE at St. Francis of Assisi Parish.

~ By Joan Gerard, DRE 1993-2009
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Only God can make a tree!
Photos of St. Francis church in the early 1970s show it surrounded by corn fields. This 
area of Montgomery County at that time was still predominantly agricultural, 
so while the corn fields may surprise us today, they were generally typical back then.
In the 50 years since the parish was established and in the 47 years since the church 
opened in 1975, the parish grounds have undergone many changes that give them 
the pleasant and pastoral look they have today.

A living memorial.  As we end the celebration of our 50th 
anniversary year, we are making a big change on the parish 
grounds that will be magnificent for 100 years or more. Twelve 
native hardwood trees are being planted to form a lasting 
memorial on the grounds. About 50 parishioners have each 
contributed $200 toward this living memorial for deceased 
family members and friends.
The 12 trees planted in September 2022 include four Maples, 
four American Sycamores, and four Red Oak trees. They have 
about a 100-year life span and should be spectacular a few years 
from now. Because they are already good-sized specimens, it 
won’t take long for them to make their presence known on the 
parish grounds and from the street.
One tree is dedicated to Geraldine “Gerry” Madden, a former 
parishioner who died in March 2022, by her family and friends. 
The remaining 11 trees will memorialize other former parishio-
ners and family members. The names of those remembered will 
be on a memorial plaque in the Gathering Space. 
The new trees are replacing 12 trees that have died over the 
years, or that are diseased, weakened, and need to be removed.  
Many of the trees first planted on the parish grounds were orna-
mentals, which have 50-year lifespans. These new trees should 
be around much longer, well past the lifetimes of today’s parish-
ioners. On our 50th anniversary, we leave these trees as a legacy 
to future parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi Parish.
In the spirit of “Laudato Si”.  This tree planting is done in the 
spirit of Cardinal Wilton Gregory’s environmental initiative 
”Laudato Si Action Plan” and the archdiocesan Care for Creation 
Committee. These archdiocesan environmental initiatives are 
rooted in “Laudato Si,” Pope Francis’s 2015 “environmental 
encyclical.” 
“Laudato Si” translates to “Praise be to you, my Lord.” Pope 
Francis writes in the encyclical: “In the words of this beautiful 
canticle, St. Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home 
is like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful 
mother who opens her arms to embrace us. ‘Praise be to you, my 
Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and gov-
erns us, and who produces various fruit with coloured flowers 
and herbs.’ (1).”

Pope Francis also reminds us: “This sister now cries out to us 
because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible 
use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her (2).”
Our modest response to this cry from the earth is to plant these 
trees, which over the years, will add beauty to the church 
grounds, remove carbon dioxide from the air, and replace that 
with life-giving and sustaining oxygen. They will also help slow 
water run-off and filter dust from the air. 
So, as you come and go, be aware of the environment through 
which you pass and rejoice in these new trees. On our 50th 
anniversary celebration, they are our gift to future generations 
of St. Francis parishioners and to our neighbors around us. May 
they remind us to say a prayer for those remembered in this 
memorial tree planting and those who contributed to it. Hope- 
fully, the beauty of these 12 trees will lift our hearts and minds 
to God, the source of all beauty!
Only God can make a tree. While mulling over this article, 
the poem “Trees” (1913) came to mind. There was a time when 
most Catholics knew this poem by the Irish-American poet 
Joyce Kilmer (1886–1918), considered the leading Catholic 
poet of his time. Shortly after he was deployed to France in the 
Great War, he was killed by a German sniper in the Second Battle 
of the Marne at the age of 31.  Let us reflect:

“Trees”
I think that I shall never see 

A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest 

Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day, 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in summer wear 

A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 

Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me, 

But only God can make a tree.
 ~ By Anthony Bosnick, 
  director of Social Concerns

Other Directors of Religious Education 
who served or serve at St. Francis include: 

Madelyne Goggins
Madge Farmer 

Sister Grace Keane, O.S.F.

Kevin and Diane Saunders
Mary Ann Staba 
Susan Anderson 
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Eclectic Music Groups Enhance the Mass at St. Francis 
Parishioners worshipping at St. Francis 

of Assisi Church are proud of their 
diverse membership – and that apprecia-
tion for eclecticism extends to the diversity 
of music styles that enhance the parish’s six 
liturgies. While the traditional music style 
was most prevalent over the parish’s first 
25 years of worship, music leaders have 
since expanded their repertoire of music 
accompanying the Mass, as the parish 
attracted people with different preferences 
and ways to sing praise. 
At the beginning, the new parish’s music 
leaders made music modestly. When the 
Mass took place at Redland Middle School, 
organists Eleanor Kispert and Bill Crawford 
played an organ donated by Mrs. Thomas 
Blazek. In a July 1972 bulletin, an article 
stated that “St. Francis Parish is in need of 
a choir. Any interested volunteers, 
please contact Fr. [John] Stack.” 
With Mrs. Blazek guiding the choir 
through practice, choral members 
sung at the 1972 midnight Mass 
with carols at 11:30 pm and at an 
earlier Folk Mass. 
Director of Music Ministry Janet 
Pate said the parish’s Choir aspires 
to serve and worship God through 
beautiful music. Its members cur-
rently number about 25 people, 
who sing mostly traditional music that could include anthems 
by Renaissance composers and arrangements of African-
American spirituals. 
“Music has the capability to bring people closer to the Lord, 
through the prayer that is sung. That is what we strive to do,” 
Pate said. “It is wonderful to have the choir lead the congrega-
tion as everyone sings hymns and service music together. It is 
so wonderful to accompany on the organ a hymn that is sung 
heartily by a large congregation.” 
There are four music groups playing diverse music styles at 
liturgies: the Choir at the 9:30 am Sunday Mass; the Contem-
porary Ensemble at the 11:15 am Sunday Mass; the Youth Band 
at the 5 pm Sunday Mass; and the cantors and organists at the 
5 pm vigil Mass and the 8 am Sunday Mass. The Mass in Spanish, 
which launched October 2, began with a cantor and a guitar 
player; the parish looks forward to building the Spanish Music 
Ministry. Pate oversees all the parish’s music groups and is also 
the organist and pianist for the Choir, alongside Choir Director 
Leslie MacKnight. Sue Madison and John Ryan have directed 
the Contemporary Ensemble (formerly, the Folk Group) since 
1997, while Marvin Arias leads the Youth Band. 
Madison said the idea for the Folk Group arose in the summer 
of 1997, when she, Ryan and parishioner Patrick Farrell met 
with then-Music Director Amy Roberts to discuss the new music 

group. Before its formation, parishioner 
Maureen Carney (now, Pagan) had directed 
a group of high school-aged instrumental-
ists and adult singers, who led music at the 
11:15 am Mass.
The group now includes a wide range of 
instrumentalists, including those who play 
the flute, alto, tenor and baritone saxo-
phones, violin, cello, drums, bongos, conga, 
bodhran, trumpet, tuba and guitar. The 
group has about 25 members, ranging in 
age from high school to people in their 70s, 
Madison said. 
“We use music from all styles, from Latin 
chant to music that was written in 2022,” 
she said. “We try to have songs that help 
the congregation worship God more fully 
through Jesus Christ with the help of the 
Holy Spirit – something that will touch the 

heart and enhance the Mass.”
In the footsteps of former Youth 
Band leaders Willie and Beth 
Monzon, Marvin Arias took over 
providing music for the 5 pm 
Sunday Mass in 2016. 
While the Youth Band has about 20 
volunteers, the composition changes 
from week to week, Arias said. At 
its core are Marvin and his wife, 
Frances, who plays the piano.

“We carefully and prayerfully discern all the music for the Mass, 
based on the scriptures for the celebration, and we try our best 
to make things sound fresh, energetic, and youthful to aid the 
congregation to worship in spirit and truth,” Arias said.    
Over the years, the music groups have participated in special 
liturgies in both English and Latin. The Choir has traveled to 
Italy, Ireland, and Puerto Rico to share their glory to God. The 
Contemporary Ensemble has likewise taken part in a Holiday 
Sing at several senior living facilities. It has also been the guest 
music group at a church in Ijamsville. 
“Singing is a cherished experience for choir members,” Pate said. 
“To be a part of a group with a common purpose of raising your 
voice together in praise is unlike any other music experience.” 

“I believe that God is 
pleased when everyone 
raises his or her voice 

in song together.”
 ~ Janet Pate 
  director of Music 

Past and Present Directors of Music include: 

Sharon Krafchik
Jeannette Oliver

Sister Camille 
Neubauer, S.P.
Betty Gunther
Amy Roberts

Evelyn Morris
Chris Youstra

Matthew Sprinkle
Verena Anders
Deirdre Sweet 

Janet Pate 
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A big “Deo gratias” to our parish social ministries! 
St.  Francis of Assisi Parish has earned a reputation in the 

 local area and in the archdiocese as a parish that tries to 
live out the Good News of Christ in word and deed through 
parish social ministry. 
Our St. Francis experience shows what can happen when people 
take seriously the call of the Gospel to be “salt of the earth” and 
“light of the world” (Matthew 5:13, 14). We do it imperfectly, but 
for some wonderful reason—could it be Grace?—parishioners 
have responded. Could it also be that our holy patron is helping 
us more than we realize? 
Let’s start with the examples below. We could name many 
parishioners who are points of light but need to limit ourselves 
to just a few names. 
1. A significant point of light was Howard Boyd, who 30 to 

35 years ago as a volunteer involved the parish in several 
social outreach activities originating in the archdiocesan 
Office of Social Concerns and the Maryland Catholic Con-
ference. Howard is a good example of what can happen 
when parishioners lead the way and provide imagination 
and personal effort. Howard is now retired to the Eastern 
Shore.

2. Msgr. Ralph Kuehner, by the grace of God, lived at 
St. Francis parish from 1991 to his death in 2017. At one 
time he was archdiocesan director of social ministry. He 
was also involved in social outreach programs in the area, 
such as in the founding of Gaithersburg HELP and SOME 
(So Others Might Eat). 
Parishioners recall Fr. Ralph’s homilies over 25 years. 
His words of explanation and encouragement regarding 
Catholic social teaching and the importance for Catholics 
to embrace and live out the social teaching of the Church 
inspired many to action. 

3. Then there is Charles McCarthy, who served as the 
first paid social ministry director for about nine years 
until 2014. Charles was creative and friendly, and through 
word and deed, promoted outreach activities. He was 
particularly interested in outreach to the neediest areas 
of the world. Charles is a good example of one who 
inspired others through a commitment to the needy 
that flowed from his heart.

4. Haiti Outreach is a good example of a program which 
has involved St. Francis parish for more than 30 years. 
Our outreach in Haiti is centered in rural Léon and 
includes a health clinic and a 
550-student parish school. The 
school now includes the Philo 
year, the completion of which 
enables graduates to apply for 
higher education and better 
jobs. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has challenged the health 
clinic in the past several years, 
but it continues to provide 

consistent help with diabetes treatment and control of 
high blood pressure. Parishioner Pat Labuda and Frank 
Nice were instrumental in helping establish the health 
care clinic, providing financial support, and advocating 
tirelessly for the Haiti Ministry, laying the groundwork 
for many parishioners to follow. 

5. JustFaith programs were offered at St. Francis and drew 
people for several years, including “Engaging Spirituality.” 
This program helped form a spirituality of social ministry 
and service.

6. The St. Vincent de Paul Society has been active in the 
parish since 2015. The conference responds to requests 
from people in the local community and beyond, seeking 
help with rent, utilities, food, and other needs.

7. Pax Christi has been a major help to the parish in 
responding to the needs of refugees looking for housing 
and furnishings, to find employment, and travel to work 
and medical appointments. Pax Christi has helped promote 
the work of the Ad-hoc Committee on Racism and has 
helped bring together local faith communities in the 
New Neighbors Interfaith Alliance.

8. Pro-Life activities, the Gabriel Project, and the Shady 
Grove Baby Bottle Campaign all reach out to help women 
with unplanned pregnancies. Numerous parishioners have 
supported these efforts over the years.

9. The St. Martin’s Food Pantry collection box has had a 
presence in the parish for many years. Volunteers currently 
schedule this and keep it going with 35 parish ministers. 
It is always there, with a low-key presence.

10. There are many other ministries, such as the Health Care 
Ministry, Catholics in Annapolis in conjunction with the 
Maryland Catholic Conference, the Catholic Charities Coat 
Drive, Christmas Spirit Tree, Alternative Christmas, and 
Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl, which collects about 
$1,000 during Lent for the organization’s activities. 

The Parish Outreach Committee distributes funds to local, 
national and international organizations in need of help. St. 
Francis parishioners are extremely generous in donating to 
support many organizations.
Unfortunately, we have lost our Rebuilding Together ministry 
because of the aging of long-term coordinators. Isn’t there 
anyone out there who would like to coordinate this?

All these things add up to make a 
dynamic parish, don’t you think? We 
have likely forgotten some outreaches, 
and unfortunately could not name 
parishioners who contributed time 
and talent to them. Please forgive us. 
Even so, we can all proclaim together 
“Deo gratias!”

 ~ By Anthony Bosnick, 
  director of Social Concerns
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Did You Know? 
I've heard the Rectory wasn't always the building we have now. Where was the old rectory and when 
was the new one built? What specifications did the parish have in mind when building the rectory? 

The original rectory for SFA was 
in the house directly across 

Muncaster Mill Road from the current 
church entrance. If you look at that 
house, there is a door on the right 
side that looks to enter what was orig-
inally a garage – that was the entrance 
to the parish office. The house is a 
split-level design, with  stairs down to 
a conference room and an open room 
with a fireplace.  Fr. Don Worch parti-
tioned the open room into his office 
and an open area where meetings 
were held. The upstairs had a kitchen, 
dining area, three bedrooms and one 
bath. The parish had a secretary/
receptionist, a maintenance person, and the pastor.  St. Francis 
also was blessed with its first parochial vicar, Fr. Martin Gerber, 
who lived in the rectory with Fr. Don. Once Fr. Marty left, Msgr. 
Ralph came to St. Francis and lived there  until the new rectory 
was built.
The number of staff members continued growing, meaning it 
was time to consider building a new rectory combining the 
parish offices with living space for up to three priests. Fr. Don 
Worch and Msgr. Ralph Kuehner were the first residents in the 
new rectory.
The project was initiated in 1985 to build a new rectory on the 
site of the church. An architect was retained to design the 
building. The plan was to sell the existing rectory, putting the 
proceeds toward the cost of the new rectory. There were 
several design considerations: 

Priest residences
■	 It should be Christ centered – this is why the chapel in 

the rectory is what you see upon entering the front door. 
The plan was for daily Mass to be celebrated in the Chapel. 
There were six-10 people for daily Mass and it was felt that 
saving the cost of heating and cooling the church during 
the week was good for the environment and the parish. 

■	 The priest residence should be separated from the office 
space to allow for privacy and an area of relaxation and 
community. The main floor of the residence area includes 
a kitchen, eating area, and a formal dining room. There is 
also a door that leads to a deck area. Fr. Lee Fangmeyer 
added the roof and screened porch area.  

■	 The upstairs of the living area includes three suites for 
three priests. Each residence area has a sitting room for 
study and privacy and a full bath for each priest. 

■	 Another interesting fact about the main floor of the rectory 
is that it has 12-foot ceilings. The design called for 10-foot 

ceilings. The contractor used 10 x 12 
studs and forgot to cut two feet from 
each stud. He did not realize this until 
the framing was up, so the parish got 
the benefit of higher ceilings on the 
first floor. 

Parish offices
■	 The second objective was to 

provide a functional and pleasant 
space for parish priests and staff 
to conduct the parish’s work. 
The main floor included the open 
area parish office for two staff 
members and a kitchen area.

■	 There were two priest offices, one for the pastor and one 
for an associate. It was planned that the open office area 
and the priest offices be separated by the kitchen and what 
is now the parish secretary’s office to ensure the privacy of 
any conversations held by the priests in their offices.

■	 The basement of the rectory was finished into offices, 
administrative areas and a large meeting room that could 
be divided into two smaller rooms. A kitchen area and two 
half bathrooms were also designed for staff and visitor use. 

■	 St. Francis was starting a youth group at the time and the 
open area “youth room” was designed to host gatherings 
in a comfortable setting. This room now serves multiple 
purposes, including as a meeting and catechesis room.

The rectory facility has almost 6,000 square feet of finished 
space. A contractor from Waldorf won the construction bid for 
$460,000; the final total build cost was approximately 
$500,000. The original rectory was sold for $200,000 and a 
fundraiser was conducted to raise the additional $300,000 to 
complete the project. Thankfully, due to the generosity of 
parishioners, no mortgage was necessary. The Rectory was 
completed and began serving the priests and parishioners of 
St. Francis in June 1991. 
 ~ By Deacon Jim Datovech, who chaired the 
  parish committee that planned the rectory

Youth ministers who have served or 
are serving the parish include: 

Ric Hey
Suzy Layer

Tom Ponchak
Mike Goggin

Ginny Dauses
Steven Sanchez 

Susan Lea 
Fr. Jack Berard

Sarah Seyed-Ali 
Fr. Stefan Yap
Travis Tomon


