
Parish Pastoral Council Minutes  

February 24, 2022  

In attendance: Fr. John Dillon, Alicia Church, Linda Foster, Ron Hays, Chris King, Bernie McGuire, Ann 

Pierre, and Vincent Price.  

Others in attendance: Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan.  

➢ The Parish Pastoral Council meeting convened at 7:40 pm.  

➢ Ann Pierre moved that the minutes from the January 2022 meeting be approved. Chris King 

seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.  

The Parish Pastoral Council learned some of the activities being planned to commemorate our parish’s 

50th anniversary, several of which are pending approval and are in various stages of planning.  

Linda Foster, co-chair of the 50th Anniversary Planning Committee, said the following events are being 

planned:  

• Photo taking for the parish directory on March 22 and 23 and April 27 and 28. Thus far, 38 

people have signed up for appointments.  

• Parish wide raffle, pending approval from Fr. John.  

• Parish Yard Sale on April 23.  

In addition, Linda reported that she is working with Bernie McGuire to set up a Paypal account for the 

church. She mentioned that the proposed beautification initiative is being tweaked to put less focus on 

landscaping projects. The Planning Committee is also working with the  Ad-hoc Committee on Racism to 

see how to incorporate diversity in the celebration Mass; the group plans to meet with Director of 

Liturgy Joan Treacy to see what their options are.  

Ann Pierre asked about promotion of the upcoming dates; she said we should consider promotion 

vehicles to reach people who are not online.  

In Fr. John’s report before the council, he reported that January income ran ahead of where we are – a 

good thing. For the Annual Appeal, we have hit 90 percent of our pledges. He also reported that on 

February 26/27, seminarian Dylan Prentice would be thanking parishioners and praying for vocations at 

all Masses.  

In the report on the New Neighbors Interfaith Alliance, Chris King reported that 17 local faith 

communities are now participating in the coalition to help refugees and asylees. A growing number of 

parishioners have taken part, including members of the Knights of Columbus, Rosemary Hudecheck, 

Sylvia Jones, Marianne Moore, and Trish Olin. In the meantime, two new Afghan families resettled in 

Rockville and a third one is a awaiting a sponsor. The greatest needs, she said, are help with finding 

employment, storage space, and financial assistance.  

Vince Price reported on the Ad-hoc Committee, saying there is a book club discussion every Wednesday 

on “The Spiritual Work of Racial Justice: A Month of Meditations with Ignatius of Loyola.” The 

committee is also looking to submit Prayers of the Faithful for Social Justice; the next Justice Thought 

will be a healing beatitude.  



Fr. John said the group may want to look at podcaster Gloria Purvis for more insights. Chris said the Ad-

Hoc committee would also like to welcome members of different ethnicities, including Filipinos and 

Spanish speakers.  

Bernie McGuire  reported that Knights of Columbus Council 2323 held its spaghetti dinner for Haiti and 

will send a check for $2,000 to the Haiti Committee. He also discussed the Knights’ upcoming speakers 

and Lenten fish dinners.  

Representatives of the Religious Education, Communications and Haiti Ministries also  gave reports, 

focusing on what these ministries had done over the past month. As part of these reports, Fr. John also 

reported that the next step after the Parish Listening Session is the Archdiocesan Listening Session for 

Montgomery County parishes happening March 12 at St. Francis. He also reported that Deacon Will and 

Lourdes Garcia hosted a Parish Listening Session in Spanish in early February.   

Under other business, Chris King thanked Fr. John for disseminating a Flocknote on what the council 

does, given the many questions asked about the council’s role during the Parish Listening Sessions.  Ron 

Hays also asked whether there would be any changes in the church’s COVlD protocols. Fr. John 

responded that he is taking a “graduated approach” to phase in congregational singing and is being 

“conservative” in asking people to continue wearing masks. He also said he’s planning on keeping a 

section of the church open for those who want more social distancing. 

Fr. John adjourned the meeting at 8:57 pm.   


