
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  

May 19, 2022  

In attendance: Fr. John Dillon, Anna Breece, Alicia Church, Linda Foster, Ron Hays, Chris King, Bernie 

McGuire, Ann Pierre, and Vince Price.  

Others in attendance: Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan and Deacon Will Garcia.  

➢ Meeting called to order at 7:35 pm.  

➢ Ann Pierre proposed a modification in the March 2022 minutes to state that ‘The Ad-Hoc 

Committee on Racism will participate in the Parish Festival, as needed.’  

➢ Once it was agreed that the change would be made to the meeting minutes for March 2022, all 

members approved them.  

At the May meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council, Fr. John Dillon reported that the parish would be 

getting a bilingual parochial vicar, with the express hope that we will soon offer a weekly Sunday Mass in 

Spanish at 1 pm.  

Deacon Will Garcia, who had established a Spanish Ministry at our parish, stated that, if we do offer a 

Spanish Mass, it will be “the draw” to build up a Spanish community.  

In questions following the announcement, Ann Pierre asked how St. Francis of Assisi Parish offering a 

Spanish Mass would impact St. Martin parishioners. Fr. John responded that a lot of Spanish speakers 

are moving into the area of the Montgomery County Airpark. “If anything, St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

offering a Spanish Mass would relieve pressure on St. Martin’s because their parking lot is always full,” 

he said.  

With the imminent offering of a Spanish Mass, Chris King also asked whether we need to look at how 

communications are disseminated to the Spanish speaking community, i.e., Flocknotes and the web site. 

Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan said, “we’d need to do our homework.”  

Fr. John also gave the April financial report, in which he reported that the parish income was 

$113,753.67 and the parish expenses were $121,559.00. The income to expenses ratio is $7,878.67. 

Fiscal year-to-date, our parish income is $1.21 million, and our parish expenses are $1.15 million. The 

year-to-date income to expenses ratio is $57,493.89.  

Regarding the Annual Appeal, Fr. John also reported that, as of May 19, our parish is at 74 percent of its 

parish goal. St. Francis of Assisi Parish has raised $99,499.49 of its parish goal of $135,000. “Looking at 

where we are, we’re right in line with the rest of the deanery (in terms of meeting our parish goal),” Fr. 

John said.  

The council also heard reports from the  following ministries:  

Communications Ministry: 

• Continued promoting the parish’s 50th Anniversary events, including the Raffle, Yard Sale, Flower 

and Plant Sale, Tour of Outdoor Prayer Spaces, and two commemorative Masses.  



• Coordinated the development of a postcard announcing our primary 50th anniversary events, 

which Parish Secretary Donna Zezzo mailed out the first week of May, and the production of the 

outdoor 50th anniversary sign, which Kevin Alexander put up Tuesday, May 17.  

• Submitted two stories for publication in the May issue of Our Parish Times. These included 

stories on the dozen vocations to the religious life that have come from our parish and lessons 

learned in Religious Education after the third year of catechesis during the pandemic.  

• Completed the filming of the last virtual Mass, which premiered on Easter Sunday. It has had 

386 views since Easter Sunday.  

• Coordinating the Tour of Outdoor Prayer Spaces, which will occur at 2 pm Sunday, May 22.  

 

Religious Education (Fr. John):  

• Held last Religious Education classes in early May.  

• Registration for Vacation Bible Camp and 2022-23 Religious Education has opened. All the teen 

volunteer slots have been filled.   

• Twenty-three students and one adult will be confirmed by Bishop Dorsonville on May 26.  

Knights of Columbus (Bernie McGuire):  

• Thanked Mary Kate Ryner for coming to speak to the Knights on May 17.  

• Having a poker night on May 21.  

• Fr. John will lead the Fifth Sunday Rosary on May 29. 

• At the last exemplification, the Knights had five new members.  

St. Jude Regional School (Anna Breece):   

• Jeanne Donnatelli is doing a great job as principal.  

• Katharine Balog, the assistant principal, is doing well.  

• The school is gradually getting back to normal. We’re wrapping up a good school year.  

Fiftieth anniversary (Linda Foster): 

• Yard sale made a $2,500 to $3,000 profit.  

• At Plant Sale, we made a $9,000 profit.  

• For raffle, we’ve sold 430 tickets.  

• The Cardinal’s Mass is moving along.  

• For the June 5 Mass, the first five petitions will be read in different languages. First 

Communicants and Confirmandi will bring up the gifts.  

• For Parish Festival, Simply Fresh will do the barbecue. We’ll also have a tent, DJ, and 

Moonbounces.  

• Religious Education also did prayer cards with artwork from the RE students.  

New Neighbor Interfaith Alliance (Chris King):  

• Up to 20 faith communities that are involved. We just moved another family into Silver Spring 

and are working with 85 total immigrants and asylees.  



• Gov. Greg Abott (R-Texas) is ending people across the border to DC. We met three single men 

and placed them in an unfurnished house in Gaithersburg. Working to find shelters for them.  

• Put one family on a train so they can stay with family in New Jersey.  

Ad-Hoc Committee on Racism (Chris King)  

• Small group is studying “Ignatian Spirituality.” We have some participants in bi-racial marriages, 

and it’s been interesting to learn their perspective. Chris said we need to continue working on 

this issue, considering the shootings in Buffalo, NY.  

• Fr. John said he had a book suggestion for the committee: Dr. Shannon D. Williams’ book, “Black 

Catholic Nuns in the Long Struggle of Racial Justice.”  

Spanish Ministry (Deacon Will Garcia):  

• We continue praying the Rosary at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays.  

• We will start a small group study om the Gospel of Luke, using Little Rock Press.  

 

➢ The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.  

  

 


