
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  

September 15, 2022  

Kuehner Room and Zoom  

In attendance: Fr. John Dillon, Alicia Church, Chris King, Bernie McGuire, Ann Pierre (Zoom) and Vince 

Price (Zoom).  

Others in attendance: Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan.  

➢ Fr. John Dillon called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm in the Kuehner Room.  

➢ Chris King moved to accept the minutes from the May 2022 meeting. Bernie McGuire seconded 

the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.  

At its September 15 meeting, the Parish Pastoral Council discussed the need to begin recruiting for up to 

10 vacancies on the advisory body to the pastor that will need to be filled by January 2023.  

Ex-officio member Alicia Church said that the 15-member Parish Pastoral Council currently has only 

eight members, three of whose terms are ending in December. Those three people – parishioners 

Marianne DeAusen, Linda Foster, and Ron Hays – can accept a second term. In the meantime, 

parishioners Mark Harang, Anton Handono, Louise Locke, Leah Vincent, and Miguel Welanetz have all 

either resigned or are ending their second terms.  

“We need to start recruiting members,” Church said.  

Church emphasized the importance of members attending the meetings to advise Fr. John. Chris King 

also stated the importance of having a representative from the Spanish-speaking community, 

particularly with the recent start of the Mass in Spanish. Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan 

added that the council might want to consider sponsoring a meet-and-greet forum to introduce 

themselves to parishioners and open the council to more people. 

Church ended the discussion by suggesting she send past communications to Egan to begin promoting a 

possible election. If the Parish Pastoral Council does plan on an election, then it will need to happen 

around Thanksgiving, she said.  

Fr. John also gave a brief report on parish finances. For July of this year, parish income that month was 

$102,575.55, while expenses were $95,618.11. For the fiscal year to date, the parish income was 

$105,575.55, while expenses were $95,618.11.  

Fr. John reported that the parish is at 94 percent of its goal for the Annual Appeal. He also reported that 

the parish is switching to a different check cashing system. Fr. John also mentioned that Flocknote has a 

mechanism for online giving and Church encouraged him and the staff to check out its fee structure.  

In discussing the Mass in Spanish, Fr, John reported that the Communications Ministry has ordered a 

banner to promote the Mass in front of the church and is establishing a new Spanish section of the 

website. Donna has also ordered prayer cards in Spanish. To help grow a Music Ministry for the Mass in 

Spanish, Janet has invited musicians from St. Peter’s Catholic Church to join our liturgy. Marylou Hartsell 

is also giving our parish some of her arrangements in Spanish. 



In other ministry reports, the council heard the following:  

• Chris King reported that the New Neighbor Interfaith Alliance is now serving 11 families from 

Afghanistan, a family from Guatamala, four people from Syria, and 14 people from countries in 

Africa, totaling more than 80 people. In July, NNIA held a picnic at Lake Needwood for the 

families. She also said there’s a need for multiple English as a Second Language and homework 

tutors, family coordinators, health coordinators, volunteer drivers, and an event coordinator.  

• Fr. John reported on behalf of Director of Religious Education Susan Anderson that 

o 52 campers, 52 teen volunteers and 20 adult volunteers took part in Vacation Bible 

Camp.  

o 95 elementary-aged students are enrolled in the Sunday Elementary RE classes, while 

28 elementary-aged students are registered for the Monday Elementary class.  

o 40 students are registered for the Monday Middle School classes and 25 students are 

registered for the same class on Tuesday.  

o Six students with special needs are registered for the Special Needs Catechesis class.  

o Anderson expects that 43 children will prepare for First Reconciliation and First 

Communion this year and 35 young people will prepare for Confirmation.  

• The Communications Ministry hosted the “Getting to Know Fr. G event” on August 27; is 

working on a 50th anniversary commemorative newsletter; and submitted stories for the August 

issue of Our Parish Times.  

• The Youth Group continues to grow, with 21 youth having attended the September 11 

gathering.  

• St. Jude Regional School is having a great start to its school year. Fr. John also reported that the 

parish is current in its support to the school.  

• The 50th Anniversary Committee reported just under $12,000 in total raffle ticket sales and 

$2,436 in promotional sales. It is gearing up for the Parish Picnic, which Simply Fresh Catering 

will cater. The Memorial Tree Planting and Beautification Project has, so far, garnered 49 

contributors. The Parish Directory should be ready by the end of October.  

• The Ad-hoc Committee on Racism reported that Fr. Robert Boxie is unfortunately not available 

to celebrate a Black Catholic History Mass during the month of November.  

• The Knights of Columbus Council 2323 announced several upcoming events, including a Shrimp 

Dinner, Family Nights, Chili Cookoff, and a pumpkin carving event. Bernie McGuire also 

announced that Kathleen Garcia is the Shady Grove Pregnancy Center’s new executive director. 

The center’s annual banquet will also be held October 11 at the Rockville Hilton.  

Under new business, Fr. John stated he would like to form an ad-hoc committee to look at the 

comments compiled from the parish synodal listening sessions and make recommendations to the 

Parish Pastoral Council and Fr. John on next steps.  

He also reported that the Mass for All God’s Children will be returning at 5 pm Sunday, January 8, and 

the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner and Dance will return on February 4.  

King also noted that the Catholic Standard synopsis of the archdiocesan synod made no mention of 

women desiring to become deacons. She was surprised it was not noted.  

The meeting was adjourned just after 9 pm.  



 

   

 

 


