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The “Convocation of Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel in America” was held
in Orlando, Florida, from Saturday, July 1, to Tuesday, July 4, 2017.  This convocation
was the first of its kind in the United States.  It was in response to Pope Francis’
Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel) and was meant to
listen to Catholic leaders and to form Catholic leaders.  The convocation sought to
equip Catholic leaders and re-energized them to share the joy of the Gospel as
missionary disciples in their respective dioceses and beyond.
Almost all of the dioceses and bishops of the United States participated in the
convocation.  There were over 3,500 participants at the convocation which included
clergy, consecrated religious, and lay people from the participating dioceses.  The
group that went with me to the convocation included 11 people and consisted of
clergy, consecrated religious, diocesan staff members, and other Catholic leaders.

We spent the days at the convocation praying together, attending plenary session talks, and participating in
breakout sessions.  Almost every topic of importance to the Church in the United States was included in the
convocation, all seen through the lens of the Joy of the Gospel.  The most significant question that we investigated
at the convocation was: How do we become who we are by Baptism, missionary disciples of Our Lord Jesus
Christ?
In order to address this question, we did a number of things.  We read the Joy of the Gospel in preparation for
the convocation and met once as a group before the convocation.  While at the convocation, we immersed
ourselves in the process.  We spent time orientating ourselves for the discussions and presentations; we
discussed the current landscape of the Church in the United States; and we talked about ways in which we
could reach out to those in the periphery to share the joy of the Gospel.  We used our meal times together to
discuss what we had learned and discussed in the presentations and breakout sessions, and how to implement
it in the Diocese of New Ulm.
The group also read and brought with them the Strategic Plan of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops in order to plan with the five strategic priorities of the bishops in mind: Evangelization, Marriage and
Family Life; Human Life and Dignity; Vocations; and Religious Freedom.  All of these themes were addressed by
the convocation itself and so it was good that we prepared for the convocation by reading about these priorities.
As missionary disciples, we were urged to go out to the peripheries to evangelize.  What are the peripheries?
Archbishop Gomez of Los Angeles gave a good answer to this question.  He said: “But for Pope Francis, the
peripheries are more than a physical location or a social category. They are places where poverty is not only
material, but also spiritual. There are ‘existential peripheries’ — places where people are wounded and feel
their life has no meaning and makes no difference. In the existential peripheries, men and women are caught
in the webs of sin and addiction, in many kinds of slavery and self-deception. And the Pope is saying that these
peripheries are growing in the modern world. And these peripheries are the new mission territory.”
What are the next steps for the diocese?  The group that went to the convocation will be meeting at the end
of the month to discuss ways to bring the fruit of the convocation to the diocese.  For starters, members of the
group will be making informational presentations to the diocesan staff and the diocesan pastoral council.
The New Ulm Council of Catholic Women will play a significant role in implementing the fruit of the convocation.
I am sure that a member or members of the convocation group would be happy to make a presentation on the
content of the convocation.  The group that attended from the Diocese of New Ulm consisted of Fr. Paul
Timmerman, Fr. Jeremy Kucera, Dcn. Michael McKeown, Mrs. Gina McKeown, Mother Mary Clare Roufs, ACJ, Sr.
Anna Mary Swanson, ACJ, Mrs. Anisabel Palma, Mrs. Kris Anderson, Mr. Brad Finstad, Mr. Kevin Losleben, Sr.
Candace Fier, ISSM, and myself.

The Most Reverend John M. LeVoir
Bishop of New Ulm

EDITOR’S SIDE NOTE: NCCW was one of the sponsors of this convocation.



From the Editor
Please read this newsletter carefully.  Lots of information in it for your use in your parish and reminders of
events that you are encouraged to attend.  You will also be able to find this newsletter on our DCCW website
www.nudccw.org.
This newsletter is one of the communication links from the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women Board and
our Bishop providing you with ideas to help women in your parish grow in knowledge and faith.  More than
ever, you are an important asset to our Council of Catholic Women.  Read it, share it and put into practice at
least some of the ideas you find located in this publication.
Again, if you have comments or any questions for anyone on the board and you can’t locate a name or contact
address, please feel free to address them to me and I will forward to the appropriate person to respond to you.
I hope and pray all of our parish CCW’s will have a great year doing God’s work.

Editor: Donna Sanders Design: Lisa Caron
115 Northwood Drive 18948 Nature Lane
Cottonwood, MN 56229 Eden Prairie, MN 55346
(507) 423-5140 lisamaec@gmail.com
donnamaesanders@gmail.com 33

Dear Friends in Christ,

When I look back at what my understanding was of CCW 10 years ago, I would have to say
it is an organization of service. Each parish has their “circles” or work groups that prepare
food and serves it at funerals – confirmations – etc. These same circles are the ones who
clean the church and keep the kitchen stocked with supplies. I would call this the “Martha”
identity.

Since I first became a member of the NUDCCW Board in 2009 as Region 2 President I have
learned so much about what CCW is meant to be. I believe we have forgotten the “Mary”
side of CCW. The desire to learn more about the one who saved us, Jesus. It is truly

From the desk of the President

through the personal desire to love and follow Christ that we become the disciples we are called to be.

One definition of disciples is: a follower or student of a teacher or leader. I for one, was never a very committed student.
I was perfectly fine with “C’s” and over joyed when a “B” came along. But when I became a confirmation teacher my
thoughts were a bit different. I remember being frustrated one night when the class wasn’t paying attention or
participating in class. When I asked them to please pay attention and participate I was taken aback by one of my
Confirmation students who excitedly stated, “It’s not like we get a grade for knowing this stuff.”  This made me think –
what kind of grade am I getting? Am I satisfied with being a “C” student when it comes to being a student of Jesus?

There are the minimums we are expected to do to receive a “C” in life. I have decided to do some extracurricular
activities to raise my grade higher. I have joined a bible study “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible” which is held in my
AFC and daily morning praying of the rosary has become a must to have a peaceful day full of blessings. I encourage
each of you to find some extracurricular activities to be a part of.  The Region Fall Gatherings sponsored by your Region
CCW Boards would be a great start, see you there!

Ronda Mathiowetz
NUDCCW President
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“Pray as though everything depended on God and work as though everything
depended on you” St. Augustine

“Modern Man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers and if he
does listen to teachers it is because they are witnesses.” Blessed Pope Paul
VI (On evangelization in the modern world P#41)

We are about to begin another year of CCW activities in our parishes and AFC’s. Some of our councils may have
fresh faces in different positions and others are continuing with the same women in the various positions. Whatever
is your situation, this is a new year with many exciting opportunities ahead.

I believe the above quotes can give us some impetus as we approach this New Year.   We should be aware of the
importance of prayer in all that we are and do. Prayer is so critical for our work to truly be beneficial for the
Church. All of our activities need to be founded and inspired with the power of the Holy Spirit   We need prayer
to remind ourselves of our ultimate purpose for all of our activities.  We need to pray individually and collectively
as a council so that we will be given the strength that we need to do the work that is necessary.

The reason and the purpose for our work is to build up the kingdom of God. I ask all of us to keep this in mind. We
are about God’s work not our own. It isn’t work just to-do work. All of our projects must be oriented to giving
witnesses to the presence and love of God.  Our attitude, as with so much of life, is so critical when we approach
the work of council.  We should strive to approach the work whatever it is or wherever it is with an authentic and
genuine spirit of love.

When we approach the work of Council in that manner we will put on the face of Christ and bring His face to all
whom we meet. People will be attracted to council and the Church because they will know it is Christ who is
caring for them. CCW does so much in so many of our parishes, and if we do it with faith and charity we will be
truly acting as intentional disciples of Jesus.

Prayer and hard work done in a spirit of joy and commitment will foster true discipleship in our hearts and in the
hearts of those whom we encounter and accompany in and through CCW.  The activities of council are many and
varied and each of those activities is an opportunity to deepen our faith and strengthen the presence of Jesus in
our midst.

May this year be a wonderful opportunity for all of us to rededicate ourselves to being authentic witnesses of
Jesus through the work of CCW.

Msgr. Eugene L. Lozinski
NUDCCW Spiritual Advisor

Spiritual Advisor’s Message

Prayer For Vocations
Lord, God, we praise and bless your holy name.

We ask that you give the Church of New Ulm holy priests, dedicated women
and men religious, selfless deacons and zealous missionaries.

Inspire in the hearts of our youth a spirit of generosity to commit their lives to
the message and ministry of Jesus, Your Son.

We ask all this through Him who lives and reigns as our Lord,
forever and ever.  Amen

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.
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As Catholic women we are called to focus on the spiritual aspects of our faith.  This can take many avenues. I am going to focus
on the Five First Saturdays.
2017 is the 100th Anniversary of the Apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima. The first apparition of Our Lady was on Sunday, May 13,
1917 to 3 children who were pasturing their flock of sheep about a mile from their home. There was a bright light and “a lady
dressed all in white, more brilliant then the sun, shedding rays of light, clear and stronger than a crystal glass filled with the
most sparkling water, pierced by the burning rays of the sun” appeared to them and spoke. After speaking with the children, the
vision vanished telling them: “Recite the rosary every day to obtain the peace for the world and the end of the war.” And she
disappeared.
Our Lady appeared to the 3 children 5 more times; in June, July, August, September and October of 1917. Our Lady always
appeared on the 13th of the month, except in August when authorities prevented the children from going to the prescribed
meeting place. In August, they were confined from the 13th to the 19th, but when they were released and again went to the
pasture, Our Lady appeared to them.
Before one of the children (Jacinta) died in 1920, she revealed some remarkable statements made by Our Lady.  Here are some
of them:

� More souls go to hell because of sins of the flesh than for any other reason.
� Certain fashions will be introduced that will offend Our Lord very much.
� Many marriages are not good; they do not please Our Lord and are not of God.
� Priests must be pure, very pure.  They should not busy themselves with anything except what concerns the Church and

souls
� The disobedience of priests to their superiors and to the Holy Father is very displeasing to Our Lord.
� The Blessed Mother can no longer restrain the hand of her Divine Son from striking the world with just punishment for

its many crimes.
� Tell everybody that God gives graces through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, tell them to ask graces from her, and that the

Heart of Jesus wishes to be venerated together with the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
On December 10. 1925, Sister Lucia (one of the original 3 children) received an apparition by the Child Jesus and the Virgin
Mary in her convent cell The Holy Virgin shown her a Heart surrounded by thorns, Our Lady said to her: “See my daughter, My
heart surrounded by thorns which ungrateful men pierce at every moment by their blasphemies and ingratitude…Say to all
those who:

� for five months, on first Saturday, confess,
� receive Holy Communion
� recite the Rosary
� and keep Me company for 15 minutes while meditating on the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary, in spirit of reparation,

I promise to assist them at the hour of death with all the graces necessary for the salvation of their souls.”
Five first Saturdays of reparation were requested to atone for the five ways in which people offend the Immaculate Heart of
Mary:

1. attacks upon Mary’s Immaculate Conception
2. attacks against her Perpetual Virginity
3. attacks upon her Divine Maternity and the refusal to accept her as the Mother of all mankind
4. for those who try to publicly implant in children’s hearts indifference, contempt and even hatred of this Immaculate

Mother
5. for those who insult her directly in her sacred images.

This Devotion and the wonderful promises connected with it were revealed to Sister Lucia, giving her the Great Mission of
propagating the Devotion of the Five First Saturdays.  This Devotion is intended to honor, console, and make reparation to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary for the numerous blasphemies and ingratitude on the part of humanity.  Our Heavenly Mother has
promised that all those who fulfill Her request will receiver her assistance at the hour of their death with the graces needed
for eternal salvation.
The following First Saturday devotions are helpful in honoring the Immaculate Heart of Mary:

1. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
2. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
3. Act of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
4. Act of Reparation
5. The Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary
6. The Sacrament of Reconciliation

For further information, search the world wide web sites for First Saturday Devotions; Fatima Prayers; Five First Saturdays;
Fatima’s History; The Holy Rosary; and many others.
Everything in Mary leads toward her Son, Jesus the Christ.  Everything in Mary lifts up our hearts to praise God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit.

SPIRITUALITYCommissionBy Marianne Schotzko
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Help to support all Catholic women throughout our great nation by becoming an individual member of the
National Council of Catholic Women!  When you join the National Council of Catholic Women, you are part of a
national organization that speaks for your Catholic values.

NCCW Individual members also:

� Are represented at the biannual meetings of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
� Have access to NCCW Spirituality, Leadership and Service Commissions’ programs and resources
� Are invited to serve on NCCW Commission teams and Committees
� Share friendships with other Catholic women from all over the country
� Are represented at the United Nations, The World Union of Catholic Women Organizations (WUCWO),

Catholic Social Ministry Gathering, Religious Alliance Against Pornography
� Share in Partnerships and Collaborations with Catholic Relief Services, Cross Catholic Outreach, Center

for Missing and Exploited Children, Catholic Climate Covenant
� Can participate in Monthly Members’ Calls
� Access to NCCW website members’ only site
� Receive the quarterly Catholic Woman magazine and monthly Connect e-newsletter

An Individual Membership is just $50 a year.  In addition to the benefits listed above, Individual and Supporting
Members are eligible to vote in NCCW elections and at the Annual Business meeting.   For those interested in
becoming a Supporting Member, the cost is $100 a year. Supporting Members receive a Supporting Member pin
as well as a Supporting Member ribbon at the Annual Convention.  If you are not currently an Individual or
Supporting Member of NCCW, please consider becoming one and encourage other women from your parish to
join with you.  You can find the membership form on the NCCW website, NCCW.org.
Thank you for all do to serve Jesus and His Church through the Council of Catholic Women.

LEADERSHIPCommissionBy Jan Noyes

MISCELLANEOUS
 Diocesan CCW dues notices for the coming year will be sent out to parishes in

November by the diocesan treasurer and are to be paid by December 31,
2017.

 National CCW dues notices are sent directly to the  parishes from the NCCW
Office and are to be paid by January 1, 2018.

 Mark your calendar – some great events are being planned for this coming
year:
The Fall CCW Gatherings
The DCCW sponsored enrichment and information day, Saturday, November
4, 2017 in Olivia
Diocesan Convention, Saturday, April 28, 2018 at St. Catherine’s, Redwood
Falls with several great speakers.

 Watch for the DCCW e-newsletters – I will try to do one every two months or
so.
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As you plan your upcoming year, I wanted to remind you of a few activities/events and want to encourage you to plan
them into your calendar.

Our Diocesan Service Project for the upcoming year will remain to be the Heartland Girls Ranch
located in Benson, MN.  The ranch serves women who have been sexually exploited or trafficked.  All
girls served are from Minnesota and have been referred to the Ranch for individualized help, equine
therapy, counseling, medical, emotional, behavioral, and spiritual help.   Please do what you can to

give the girls at the Ranch a better life.  Jeannie, one of the directors is happy to come and speak at any of your
meetings/parish events or arrange for someone to come in her place. Her number is 320-368-0922.

The Southern Minnesota Crisis Nursery, is a new non -profit organization, that serves families in
stress.  It offers a 24 hour home, providing a temporary safe and loving environment for children while
supporting and strengthening families experiencing a stressful situation. The Southern Minnesota Crisis
Nursery needs the Council of Catholic Women.   Catholic Charities suggested that the Council of Catholic
Women help the Crisis Nursery.  The Nursery is looking for donations of many kinds including clothing
for children, toys etc. in addition to monetary donations. Their phone number is 507-766-6925.  Staff
and or Volunteers are happy to come to your meeting or parish event to present information about the
Crisis Nursery.

October Is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month

The Council of Catholic Women Website (nccw.org) has a step by step guide to plan out an effective
program to address Domestic Violence.  It starts with education!  You could save someone’s life.

Over the Toes and Under the Clothes   You may want to have a collection drive for new socks and

underwear to give to the homeless shelters.  This is a National CCW Project.  Check the website for more details.

The National Council of Catholic Women is encouraging councils to make sleeping mats out of plastic
bags.  The mats out of plastic bags are desired for the homeless because they are waterproof, and can
be sanitized more easily than towels, or blankets.  They can be given to homeless shelters. There is a
video on the website (NCCW.org) with directions.  This is a good way to get your youth involved also.
It works well if you assign the youth to cut the bags.  You may want to start collecting the bags this
summer as it takes a lot of bags to make 1 mat.

Health Kits (Distribute to Homeless shelters, Women’s Shelters, Heartland Ranch, Crisis Centers)
1 bath towel and wash cloth- dark color recommended
Liquid or bar soap, Toothpaste and toothbrush in original wrapping
Comb and Band-Aids (or similar brand)
Wrap items up in towel…tie with pair of shoestrings

Mary’s Meals Founded in 2002, a tax approved 501c3 charity that
feeds children in their place of education, which can set them free
from poverty in later life.  Their work is named after Mary, the
mother of Jesus, who brought up her own child in poverty. For
more information, please visit their website:
 www.marysmealsusa.org.

“If you can’t feed
a hundred people,
then feed just
one.”
Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Please don’t forget about our Diocesan Parish Mission in San Lucas, Guatemala. They always need our financial help.
Please go to www.friendsofsanlucas.com for more information.

Greatness comes from serving—giving of yourself to help God and others! Thank you for

all you do as an important member of the Body of Christ!

SERVICECommissionBy Ann Miesen



By  Kathleen Goedtke

“All life is a gift from God. The Reverence Life Committee has as its aim to recognize and protect all life from
conception until natural death. Through this committee, we are encouraged to pray that all people will hold
life as a precious gift from God. Helping people to become informed- knowing what is happening in our world
concerning the reverence of life and then encouraging people to act- showing our stand for life by our actions
and support.” This is the NDCCW Mission Statement. As the new school year begins take advantage of the
various opportunities to join others in upholding these values and being a witness to cherishing the precious
gift of LIFE!
Ways you can be a witness to LIFE:
THE SPIRITUAL ADOPTION PROGRAM- Please consider initiating this program in your Parish or participating
in it. This is really such a simple and very effective way to establish a widespread foundation of prayer for the
unborn. When you participate in the Spiritual Adoption Program you pledge to pray for nine months for a baby
in danger of abortion.  The purpose of the program is threefold:

� To promote prayer for babies in danger of abortion and parents contemplating abortion.
� To educate parishioners about the development of the unborn child over the nine month period before birth and what the

pro-life movement is doing to help pregnant women and their children before and after birth.
� To provide mothers in need with assistance at a “baby shower” of donated baby gifts, or simply to celebrate with a “birthday

party” at the conclusion of the program.
There are three opportunities for dates to begin this program in your parish:
1. Begin in January and end in October during Respect Life Month.
2. Begin in August and end in May for Mother’s Day.
3. Begin in October during Respect Life Month and end in July.
There is a binder available with all the instructions to begin a Spiritual Adoption Program in your parish. Please contact your
CCW Reverence Life Chairperson or me (davkat@newulmtel.net) to obtain this information.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE- Please consider getting involved on a personal level but also consider being the contact
person in your parish during the short duration of this campaign. This would be extremely helpful! The Fall 40
Days for Life campaign is scheduled for Sept. 27- Nov. 5. There are 2 locations you can be involved at.

ST. CLOUD- To sign up for a time to pray at the vigil in St. Cloud please contact Judy Haag either at 320-453-
7592 or email her at judy4life@mel.tel.net
St. Cloud will be holding beginning and ending rallies on Saturday, Sept. 30 and Saturday, Nov. 4 both from
10 am to noon on the sidewalk in front of Planned Parenthood, east St. Cloud.

1. A peaceful, prayerful vigil will be held each week during the campaign Monday through Friday from 7
am - 7 pm.  Although there is a great need for people willing to commit to an hour a week anyone is
welcome to come and join in prayer whenever you are available. You can be assured there will be a
captain present to greet you and make you feel comfortable with joining in the prayer vigil.

2. The vigil site is on the sidewalk in front of Planned Parenthood. To get directions to the site go to the
website www.40daysforlife.com/stcloud

3. Parking is not allowed in the Planned Parenthood lot. You can park either a block south in the St.
Augustine’s Catholic Church parking lot or on any side streets.

MANKATO-  Mankato’s goal is to have as many parishes as possible adopt a day of prayer at the vigil. To sign
up for a personal vigil time or to volunteer to be a contact person for your parish and set up a day of prayer
for your parish contact the vigil coordinator, Mary Kay Goettl, at 507-550-4108.
Mankato will be holding their opening rally on Sunday, September 24th from 2:30 -5:00pm. Location is still
to be determined. Please visit the website at www.40daysforlife.com/mankato for location and further details.
Agenda for the rally is:

2:30- Welcome by Campaign Director Mary Flanagan
3:00- Community speakers
3:30- Dan Miller speaking- Dan was apprehensive about participating in 40 Days for Life but God had
different plans for him. Since participating in 40 Days for Life, Dan has personally saved close to 500
babies.  One chapter in the book 40 Days for Life is devoted to his personal story.
4:15- Campaign details followed by vigil sign up and a book signing opportunity with Dan Miller.
There will be activities for children and Culver’s ice cream available all afternoon!

Please prayerfully consider how you can be involved in 40 Days for Life this campaign. It is only for a few
short weeks. What is God calling you to do? What is that stirring in your heart leading you to do? Maybe you
could do one or more of the following:

1. Pray and fast for the unborn.
2. Commit to a personal prayer time for one time or on a weekly basis during the campaign.
3. Organize 40 hours of adoration in your parish during the campaign.
4. Organize a group to travel to St. Cloud or Mankato for one of the rallies.
5. Organize a group to travel to St. Cloud or Mankato to pray at the vigil site.88
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�

Prayer to End Domestic Violence
(P lease pray on the First  Sa turday o f every month to end  domestic violence)

O God, our world at times is divided and hostile.  Some people consider
themselves dominant over others based on gender, race, color, class or status.
Through your Son’s cross our world can be reconciled; the walls of hostility
can be broken.  We pray for all women who experience  the pain and suffering
of violence, that they may feel your healing touch and be at peace in your
living embrace.  We pray for those who victimize and abuse others, that they
may see the errors of their sins and seek repentance.  Through the
intercession of Our Lady of Good Counsel, may we understand and support
those who may come to us for help.  We ask these things through Your Son,
Jesus Christ.  Amen.

SAVE THE DATE!
NUDCCW 59th Annual Convention

Saturday - April 28, 2018
St. Catherine’s, Redwood Falls

The 59th Annual NUDCCW Convention will be held at St. Catherine’s in Redwood
Falls on Saturday, April 28, 2018.  Our keynotes speakers will be author and
speaker Nancy Jo Sullivan, as well as founder of the LOOK FOR THE
BLESSINGS Ministry Mary Kay Stebbins.

Nancy Jo Sullivan is an inspirational author and speaker.  She has written and
edited books that have garnered national acclaim with Random House-
Multnomah, Loyola Press, and Liguori Publications.  Her newest book, Couriers
of Grace, was released by Ave Maria Press Spring, 2017. Having worked with
both Catholic and Evangelical publishers, she writes and speaks in a language
that is accessible to all denominations. Nancy Jo speaks regularly at Christian
conferences and retreats, and serves as a presenter at grief coalitions throughout
the Minneapolis area.

Mary Kay Stebbins is from the Washington, DC area and has resided in
Sioux Falls, SD since 2010. Active in ministry since she was 10, she has been
a cantor and a speaker, led praise and worship and small groups, worked with
youth, and prays with others as a ministry.  In 2010, God spoke to Mary Kay
during a time of transition and turmoil in her family.  In prayer, while teaching
her heart that all suffering has a purpose and that there is blessing in all parts of
God’s plan, He said “always look for the blessing”.  He asked her not to be
afraid to speak this truth to others; to show the hope in His plan. God wastes
nothing.   Mary Kay will be speaking on “Are Catholics Christian?”

WE INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE DIOCESAN CONVENTION
Please watch for details!  We look forward to seeing you at the convention!
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None of us is an island, autonomous and independent from
others. We can only build the future by

standing together, including everyone.  Pope Francis

As “One Nation Under God”, we are strongest, as Pope Francis implies, when we stand together.  As
faithful energetic Catholic women, we can join together in uniting our community, church, state and
nation by committing faithfulness to legislative  advocacy.
There have been numerous opportunities to email, write or call our legislators.  Catholic Advocacy
Network, Minnesota Catholic Conference (MCC), provided information for requesting US Senators to
co-sponsor a bill to bring much-needed relief to victims of ISIS genocide.  The “Opportunity
Scholarship” for school choice was supported and promoted by MCC.
MCC also requested withdrawal of consideration of “Safe and Supportive Schools for Transgender
and Gender Nonconforming Students” toolkit for Minnesota schools.
We can each take advantage of these and numerous other opportunities to advocate for Catholic
Social teachings by being a member of MCC Catholic Advocacy Network. Visit mncc.org, click on
“Take Action”; on drop-down click “Join the Catholic Advocacy”.  Please join other faithful energetic
Catholic women through legislative advocacy by “Taking Action” today!
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n The New Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic Women annually sponsors a very unique Scholarship Program.

Money is available to all CCW groups and parish members who are volunteers or employees involved
in various parish ministries.  The Scholarship Fund is intended to help with expenses to attend workshops,
conferences, seminars, or with convention registration that aid individuals in their growth of the Catholic
Faith.
Many have benefited from the NUDCCW scholarship program through the years.   Our faith education
is never finished.  We are constantly challenged to grow in our faith and to help others in their faith
journey. Too often, as adults, we neglect our own faith growth because the family budget just doesn’t
seem to stretch far enough to be able to attend a program that would help. Our NUDCCW scholarship
program  exists to help meet this type of expense for individuals.   Consider bringing in a speaker for
one of your CCW meetings, purchasing a Bible Study series or CD’s that could help your members grow
in their faith.  We want the Scholarship Program to be a benefit to as many people as we can possibly
reach.  We need strong Catholics!
Every parish in the diocese will receive a scholarship information booklet at the annual Fall Gathering
or from your Region President.    It  will include some general information about the program, the
Scholarship Program guidelines, eligibility requirements for candidates and the 2017-2018 Scholarship
Application form. We encourage all members to apply for a scholarship.  Remember, one of the
requirements is  your parish CCW must donate some monies to this program  for their parish members
to be considered for a scholarship. We do rely on the generous scholarship donations from the local
parish CCW’s and, of course, need applicants in order to continue to have this program be a success.
Our thanks to all of the parishes who are so generous in their giving which allows this program to
continue to be a vital part of our organization.
DEADLINES TO REMEMBER: To be considered for a Scholarship at the April 2018 NUDCCW Convention
all completed applications need to be received by March 1, 2018.  And parish donations must be
received by March 1, 2018 for your parishioners to be eligible for a scholarship.
Send  to Doreen Peterson

400 E Lyon Street
Marshall, MN  56258

Anyone having questions, please contact Doreen Peterson, NUDCCW Scholarship Coordinator.
phone: (507)532-3316  or email: deananddoreen@live.com



Month of September 2017 ....................................................Month of Our Lady of Sorrows

September 6-9, 2017 ................................................................ NCCW Convention, Dallas, TX
Region CCW Fall Gatherings (Plan to attend your Region Fall Gathering)

Saturday, September 16, 2017 ........ Region 5 ........................................ St. Aloysius, Olivia, MN
Monday, September 18, 2017 ......... Region 6 ............... Church of Our Lady, Manannah, MN
Thursday, September 21, 2017 ........ Region 1 ......................................... St. John’s, Searles, MN
Monday, September 25, 2017 ......... Region 3 ........................................... St. Peter’s, Canby, MN
Tuesday, September 26, 2017 ......... Region 2 .................. St. Catherine’s, Redwood Falls, MN
Tuesday, October 3, 2017 ................. Region 4 ................................ Sacred Heart, Murdock, MN

Month of October 2017.................................................................. Month of the Holy Rosary
Domestic Violence Awareness Month (pray to end Domestic Violence)

Respect Life Month
October 1, 2017 ......................................................................................... Respect Life Sunday
October 8, 2017 ................................................................................ CCW Recognition Sunday
Month of November 2017 ............................................................... Month of the Holy Souls
Friday, November 3, 2017 ........................................... NUDCCW Board Meeting, Olivia, MN
Saturday, November 4, 2017 ........ Diocesan CCW Board sponsored event of training and info

All Catholic women invited - See article below
November 5-11, 2017 National Vocation Awareness Week - Pray for Vocations every day
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“You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will
produce thanksgiving to God through us.”  (2 Corinthians 9:11).
 Please save the date: Saturday, November 4, 2017 for a fun and faithful
day which focus on women interaction within their parishes all the way up
to roles on International boards.    Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.  Our

presentation begins with 9:00 a.m. mass as our catalyst for spiritual enrichment and sets
the tone for interactive discussion to strengthen CCW communities.   The New Ulm
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women Board wants to break barriers, encourage/support
our works of mercy and to be a voice on women issues/concerns.    The ladies of St.
Aloysius in Olivia will host this event.  You will be able to register by contacting Sandy
Jerzak at ks.jerzak@gmail.com or call/leave message at 507-828-9082 by Saturday, October
28, 2017.  Cost is $10.00.   Further information regarding this event will be sent to all
parishes.
Submitted by 3rd Vice President – Sandy Jerzak

Coming Event



New Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
Ronda Mathiowetz, President
17786 Co. Rd. 8
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085


