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HONORING THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
The New Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic Women is known for the love of its
members for the Blessed Virgin Mary. This love springs from her role of Mary as
Mother of the Redeemer. The Blessed Virgin is called the Mother of the Redeemer
because she is the Mother of the world’s Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Her role as
Mother of the Redeemer is highlighted in many of the Mysteries of the Rosary.

For example, in the first Joyful Mystery, the Annunciation, Mary speaks the words:
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your
word” (Luke 1:28). God the Father desired that Mary be the Mother of his Son.
When Gabriel announced the Father’s message to Mary, she responded “yes.” It
was at this moment that God the Son was conceived in the womb of Mary by the

power of the Holy Spirit. “And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). The
Church calls the event when the Word became flesh the Incarnation. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
defines the Incarnation as: “The fact that the Son of God assumed human nature and became man in order to
accomplish our salvation in that same human nature. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the second Person of the
Trinity, is both true God and true man, not part God and part man” (CCC, Glossary). So, at the Annunciation, the
Incarnation took place in Mary’s womb. God took on human nature without ceasing to be God and Mary
became the Mother of the Redeemer. Since Jesus is God the Son and Jesus took his human nature from Mary,
she is also rightly called the Mother of God. As we pray in the Hail Mary: “Holy Mary, Mother of God.” We do not
call Mary the Mother of God in the sense that she somehow existed before God and was his mother. No.
Rather, as the Catechism puts it, Mary is: “The mother of Jesus. Because she is the mother of Jesus—Son of God
and second Person of the Blessed Trinity—according to the flesh, she is rightly called the Mother of God
(Theotokos)” (CCC, Glossary).

Due to Mary’s role as the Mother of the Redeemer and the Mother of God, it is right for the Church to honor
her. The Church does not worship Mary. The Church worships God alone. But, the Church honors Mary. This
honor is similar to the honor that St. Elizabeth gave to Mary when Mary came to visit her. This event is called
the Visitation and is the second Joyful Mystery of the Rosary.

Elizabeth called Mary the Mother of God (the Lord) and called her blessed because she believed. There is no
higher honor that can be given to a human being! “And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be
fulfilled” (Luke 1:45). The Church continues the honor given to Mary in the Scriptures. The New Ulm Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women follows this tradition of honoring Mary, as does the Diocese of New Ulm.

October is a month set aside to honor Mary, the Mother of the Redeemer and the Mother of God, whom St.
Elizabeth called “blessed.” Last October, the diocese held a special Diocesan Rosary Congress to honor Mary.
The Congress consisted of perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for seven days with the Rosary prayed
aloud every hour. The intentions were to pray in reparation for our sins and the sins of our nation, for the end
of abortion, for peace in the world, and for the sanctification of families.

The diocese will again host a Diocesan Rosary Congress this October. It will be from October 19-25, 2019. The
version of the Congress that we will host is called the traveling congress, in which six parishes each host the
Congress for a 24-hour period. Each 24-hour period is to begin with an opening Mass at 7:00 p.m., which can
be followed by a Eucharistic or Rosary procession, and close with a Mass at 6:00 p.m. the next day.

The diocese will close the Congress with a candlelight Rosary procession from the Schoenstatt Shrine to the
Church of St. Mary in Sleepy Eye on October 25 beginning at 7:00 p.m. What a wonderful way to give honor to
Mary. What a powerful way to pray for Jesus’ blessings by honoring his mother. All members of the New Ulm
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women are invited to join in honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary, their patroness,
at the Diocesan Rosary Congress this October.

The Most Reverend John M. LeVoir

Bishop of New Ulm
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As we begin the autumn season, my thoughts go quickly to the first two weekends in  October
– Respect Life Sunday on the first Sunday of October – and CCW Sunday on the second
Sunday of October. We, as women, can especially relate to these two weekends. Respecting
Life is for all stages of life. I would especially like to focus on the elderly – our elderly shut-
ins  and those that are in long term care facilities.

Have you taken the time to visit someone or have you put it off saying to yourself “I will do
it someday when I have more time”?  What if the someday never comes and the nursing
home resident passes away?   Think about taking time during this Respect Life month to
make a nursing home visit.  It may not always be an easy thing to do but the joy you may
bring to someone who may have been forgotten is worth a thousand words.

From the desk of the President

CCW Sunday will again be celebrated in our Diocese on the second Sunday of October. I would encourage all ladies to do
something special in their parishes. This year we are doing a big push to focus on Domestic Violence Awareness in
conjunction with CCW Recognition Sunday since October is also “National Domestic Violence Awareness Month”.

Here are some statistics about domestic violence:

One in three women and one in four men in the United States have experienced some form of
physical violence by an intimate partner. On a typical day, domestic violence hotlines receive
approximately 21,000 calls. The presence of a gun in the home during a domestic violence
incident increases the risk of homicide by at least 500%. 72 percent of all murder-suicides
involved an intimate partner; 94% of the victims of these crimes are females.

Perhaps on CCW Sunday, the CCW ladies in your parish could provide information on Domestic Violence and bring it to
the attention of parish members. Domestic Violence brochures can be easily obtained by accessing the NCCW website
– www.nccw.org or the New Ulm Diocesan website at www.nudccw.org.  It isn’t an easy topic to always discuss, but we
need to help educate people regarding domestic violence.  It is one of the most unreported crimes in America according
to the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. You may help save someone’s life by just providing a brochure.

Also, a reminder to let us not forget about our Deanery Fall Gatherings that are scheduled in the month of September.
See in separate section of the newsletter, details about the Fall Gatherings.

A question that constantly comes up by a lot of parishioners in many of our parishes:  What does CCW do?….Yes, the
Council of Catholic Women  in our parishes do wonderful service projects (serving funeral dinners, parish luncheon
fundraisers, etc.), but we are to be much more than that. Spirituality is and should be our number one focus – to share
and discuss the Gospel – to learn more about the teaching of God’s word. All women in the Diocese of New Ulm are
automatically members of the Council of Catholic Women. Attend your local meetings and let your voice be heard.

We are all encouraged to go out and evangelize and as Catholic women we should strive to be positive role models not
only in our parishes but in our communities as well.

So as Council of Catholic Women, we need to ask ourselves — are we providing an abundant harvest by proclaiming the
Good News and addressing the needs of the women in our parishes?

Pat yourself on the back every time you do a good deed and say THANK YOU GOD for giving me the opportunity to be Your
servant!

Betty Thooft, NUDCCW President

Prayer For Vocations
Lord, God, we praise and bless your holy name.

We ask that you give the Church of New Ulm holy priests, dedicated women
and men religious, selfless deacons and zealous missionaries.

Inspire in the hearts of our youth a spirit of generosity to commit their lives to the
message and ministry of Jesus, Your Son.

We ask all this through Him who lives and reigns as our Lord,
forever and ever.  Amen

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.



My Dear CCW Ladies,

I was fortunate to be able to accompany Donna Sanders and Shirley Nowak as they met
with each of the Deanery Boards to reflect on the role, purpose, and structure of CCW in
our Nation, Provinces, Dioceses, Deaneries and parishes. Those meetings were privileged
moments for me. They allowed me the opportunity to express my thoughts on the
importance of this great organization and how it can be such a great movement for good
in the lives of our women and for our Parishes.  I want to thank all the women who
sacrificed an evening in July to gather to pray, study and commit themselves to greater
service to God’s Holy Church; It is truly a testimony to your faith and love of the Church.

I want to encourage each of you to deepen your own prayer life by any of the many devotions and ways of praying
offered by the Church. In a special way I encourage every Deanery or Parish Council of Catholic Women to put
prayer at the top of your to do list. It needs to be the first and most significant thing we do when we meet. It is
prayer that will open the avenue for Christ to act in our lives and in our parish. Indeed, let our councils become
schools of prayer. I encourage praying and reflecting on the Sacred Scripture readings for the following Sunday and
ending in petitions for the needs of the Church and the ladies gathered together. That prayer and reflection is
essential for the renewal and growth of our Councils. All good prayer will help us join our wills to the will of Christ.
That to me is the goal of all activity in the Church. In that way we become true disciples of Jesus. This prayer will
impel us not only to love and serve each other in our parishes but people beyond.

After a time of prayer, we are ready to discuss how we can make Christ’s love more visible in our parish by acts of
kindness and charity. Prayer will lead us to a deep and profound respect for each and every human being especially
those most in need. Done in the name of Jesus all those acts of charity become acts of evangelization as well. We
will realize that we aren’t doing them in our name but in the name of Jesus who calls us to lay down our life for our
friends. We are called not only to help their physical needs but most of all their deep spiritual longings as well. We
will help them on their path to eternal salvation.

One of the great challenges that continues to confront CCW is communication; communication at all levels. It is so
important that we learn to listen and to share. We need to continually make a concerted effort to communicate
with one another, especially if we have accepted a leadership role.

Thanks again to all of you who do so much to advance the cause of Jesus through the Council of Catholic Women.
May He bless each of you abundantly and may He bless our Councils and Parishes.

Our Lady of Good Counsel pray for us.

Msgr. Eugene L. Lozinski
NUDCCW Spiritual Advisor

Spiritual Advisor’s Message
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Prayer to End Domestic Violence
(Please pray on the First Saturday of every month to end domestic violence)

O God, our world at times is divided and hostile.  Some people consider
themselves dominant over others based on gender, race, color, class or
status.  Through your Son’s cross our world can be reconciled; the walls of
hostility can be broken.  We pray for all women who experience  the pain
and suffering of violence, that they may feel your healing touch and be at
peace in your living embrace.  We pray for those who victimize and abuse
others, that they may see the errors of their sins and seek repentance.
Through the intercession of Our Lady of Good Counsel, may we understand
and support those who may come to us for help.  We ask these things
through Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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SPIRITUALITYCommission
THERAPY FOR THESE TIMES OF TURBULENCE

There can be no doubt that these are sad and anxious times for faithful Catholics. With the revealed ugliness of
worldwide clerical sexual abuse, our hearts sorrow for the victims and survivors. At the same time we also notice
scantier church attendance. It would be easy to slide into despair and discouragement even though we know that
the Holy Catholic Church is still intact and will remain so till the end of time. What can we do as CCW women –
“Women of Faith, Women of Action?” First, we can feel heartened by the loving, intensive efforts of our Pope,
bishops and priests to comfort the victims and to put safeguards in place to protect the safety of the faithful in the
future. Secondly, we can follow the advice of Pope Francis and intensify our prayer to end this blight on our
Church. In a homily on the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows in September 2018, he said, “In the midst of the spiritual
turbulence and feeling abandoned by the world, faithful always have a refuge: their mother, Mary.” He elaborated,
We have a mother ‘who defends us, teaches us, accompanies us; who is not ashamed of our sins. She is not
ashamed, because she is our Mother.’” In another statement from the same time, Pope Francis encouraged the daily
praying of the rosary during October to unite the faithful “in communion and penance, as a people of God, in
asking the Holy Mother of God and St. Michael the Archangel to protect the Church from the devil, who always
aims to divide us from God and among us.” The third action we can embrace and promote is a reading of the
inspirational book by Bishop Robert Barron, “Letter to a Suffering Church”. You can locate this book at
www.wordonfire.org   Because of generous donors this organization is able to sell the book for a dollar each in
multiples of 20, 50, 100 or more. You can also get one free copy with a $5.95 shipping and handling cost. I
encourage you to take a look at the website. I believe we can have great hope for our beloved Church and the
entire Body of Christ. Yes, there is a purification process going on but we do not have to feel helpless. We can find
great appreciation in the efforts of our pope and bishops to safeguard the faithful. We can enlist the help of our
Blessed Mother and St. Michael and encourage others to do the same. And finally, we can educate ourselves and
others through a well-timed book like “Letter to a Suffering Church”.

By JoAnn Masters

From the Editor
Prayer should be the center of our lives and our CCW’s.  Doing the work in our parishes, no matter what it is, our focus
should be on the fact that we are carrying out God’s work here on earth.
So often we hear that your parish CCW leaders are not getting any information from the Diocesan CCW Board to help
with the work in your parish.  This newsletter is a great source of information coming from the DCCW Board (President
and Commission & Committee Coordinators) along with messages from our Bishop and Spiritual Advisor.   There is lots
of information in this publication for you to learn from and act on along with ideas that can be implemented in your
parish. Make use of this treasure of information and utilize resources that are suggested to you.
Parish Presidents – remember that you are the only one in your parish getting this newsletter so it is your responsibility
to share the information and ideas provided with your officers, commission coordinators and the women in your parish.
Again, if you have any questions, if you don’t know who to ask please feel free to contact me and I will forward the
question to the appropriate person to respond to you. Let’s continue to work at growing our CCW’s with enthusiasm and
positive outlooks.
God’s blessings to all of you.

Editor: Donna Sanders Design: Lisa Caron
40 Front St. 18948 Nature Lane
Cottonwood, MN 56229 Eden Prairie, MN 55346
(507) 423-5140 lisamaec@gmail.com
donnamaesanders@gmail.com



By Deann T. Schindler

66

Reverence for life includes all life, from conception to natural death. Christ said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did
it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). In other words,
our treatment of others is our treatment of Christ. If we disrespect human life, we disrespect Christ and
jeopardize our eternal life in Heaven. The truth of the sanctity of life is especially important now during this
time of societal attack on prolife. According to Pope Francis, “The right to life is the first among human rights”
(EWTN Prolife webpage at: https://www.ewtn.com/prolife/pro-life- news.asp). Even the United States Declaration
of Independence places the word “life” first in its listing of our creator-given &quot;unalienable rights&quot;.
(Wikipedia at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life,_Liberty_and_the_pursuit_of_Happiness). As the Reverence for
Life Coordinator of the New Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, I strive to educate and familiarize
Catholics about the importance of God’s precious gift of life. Why it is so many people are offended by ambiguous
and marginal comments of racism, for example, yet these same people proclaim, with seemingly no affront
whatsoever, that allowing a baby to die on a hospital table is nothing more than the “right” of the mother doing
what is best for her. “There are babies born alive during abortions”, and “there is evidence babies born alive are
being killed or neglected.” (“Key Reasons for Passing the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act” at: http:/
/usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/upload/Born-Alive-Basics-2.pdf). We can help by urging our U.S.
Representatives to sign the discharge petition and vote to pass the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection
Act. The Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act (H.R. 962) would enact an explicit requirement that a baby
born alive during an abortion must be afforded “the same degree” of care that would apply “to any other child
born alive at the same gestational age,” including transportation to a hospital. http://cqrcengage.com/nrlc/app/
bill/1166695?0. There is hope, however, for this prolife tragedy. The Missouri Senate passed the “Right to Life of
the Unborn Child Act”, on May 16, 2019, which is one of the most rigorous pro-life bills this country has ever
witnessed. The bill “recognizes that “God is the author of life and that the Constitution of Missouri provides
that all persons have a natural right to life. It further declares that Missouri is a “sanctuary of life” that
protects pregnant women and their unborn children.” (https://www.lakeexpo.com/news/politics/here-s-what-
missouri-s-new-pro-life-law- will/article_c0b5627e-7b2e-11e9-92e2-1be83f57fb33.html. Sadly, however, there
are states, e.g., New York and Illinois, repealing or proposing to repeal specific protections for babies born alive
during abortion. Participating in the 40 Days for life is a wonderful way to support life, pray for the unborn, and
end abortion. This year’s campaign kicks off with rally speaker, Mr. Shawn Carney, Co-founder and National
President of 40 days for life. Mr. Carney’s talk will be at noon at the Church of St. Augustine in St. Cloud, MN.
The fall campaign runs from September 25 through November 03, 2019 with daily praying from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
on the public sidewalk in front of the Planned Parenthood, St. Cloud, MN. For more information, please contact
Ms. Judy Haag, Local Leader, at 320-453-7592 or at judy4life@meltel.net or visit: https://40daysforlife.com/
local-campaigns/st-cloud/. One of this years’ service projects for the New Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women (NUDCCW) is “Mary’s Meals.” Mary’s Meals is a worldwide effort to help the people “suffering the
effects of extreme poverty in the world’s poorest communities.”
(https://www.marysmeals.org/who-we-are/our-vision/). This is certainly a way of promoting life.
Please look forward to donating your time and talents for this wonderful cause. Suggestions you can do in your
parishes to help with this service project are:

1. Have parishioners take home baby bottles and fill them with loose change. Bottles are then returned to
the church.

2. Sponsor a bake sale.
3. Sponsor a breakfast after Mass.
4. Sponsor a supper after Mass.

It’s not too soon to plan ahead:
5. During the season of lent, all family members can donate to a “Mary’s Meal Sacrificial Jar” and participate

in the “Lenten Gratitude Challenge for Mary’s Meals” as outlined below. I have implemented this
project in my 9-12 grade CCD class, and it was very well received by my students and worked very well.
We were able to bring in approximately $300.00 for the Mary’s Meal project last year. This year I plan
to extend this project to include all students grades K-12 and their families, and the parishioners of
Christ the King Area Faith Community Parishes.  (See Page 7)

6. Plan to take-up a second collection after Mass.
7. Plan to hold some of these activities during the month of October, since it is Reverence for Life Month.

January is another good month to sponsor these activities because it coincides with the Roe vs. Wade
Anniversary.

Remember, we must pray each day for the sanctity of life and ask God for spiritual resolve and the strength to
love all made in His image.  Mother Teresa stated: “It is a poverty to decide that a child must die so that you may
live as you wish.” A child’s death, whether through abortion or starvation, is a tragedy. Please consider participating
in this year’s Mary’s Meals project.
God bless you all.
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Lenten Gratitude Challenge for Mary’s Meals
During the forty days of Lent or during the Fall “40 Days for Life”:

  

24. Day 24: Pay $1.00 if you when to school today.
25. Day 25: Pay $1.00 if you have plenty of clothes

to wear.
26. Day 26: Pay $0.10 for every appliance you have

in your home.
27. Day 27: Pay $0.50 if you plan on attending

college.
28. Day 28: Pay $0.50 for every Mass celebrated at

your church each week.
29. Day 29: Pay $1.00 if you have a cell phone.
30. Day 30: Pay $0.25 for every cell phone in your

house.
31. Day 31: Pay $0.25 for each sibling you have.
32. Day 32: Pay $1.00 if you have more than a two-

day food supply in your home.
33. Day 33: Pay $1.00 if you have a bank account.
34. Day 34: Pay $1.00 if you are healthy today.
35. Day 35: Pay $0.25 for every person who has

inspired you.
36. Day 36: Pay $1.00 for having a parish priest to

celebrate Mass.
37. Day 37: Pay $0.10 for each of your teachers.
38. Day 38: Pay $1.00 if you ate out today either

fast food or at a restaurant.
39. Day 39: Pay $1.00 for your parents who gave you

life and love you.
40. Day 40: Pay $1.00 for being able to attend Mass

on Palm Sunday.

“Storytelling with Scrapbooks”
Being a historian on the parish, deanery, or diocesan level is a special
ministry. We are entrusted with preserving the past for the future. Photos,
programs, flyers, and announcements are the pieces that tell the story of
each CCW group and its members. These pieces, when pieced together
make a beautiful quilt, showing women united in their faith, devoted to
God, family, and tied together as community.

Make a difference as historian by using your creative gifts to make an
interesting scrapbook, either paper or digital. No matter what format you
choose, take and collect photos. Identify the people in the photos and
note the event, date, and location. Be sure and use a photo safe pencil if
writing on the backs of photos. Never use an ink pen as they bleed through
and may leave indentations on the photo itself.

By Marjo Gruhot

Programs, flyers, and bulletin announcements as well as some homilies from Gatherings and quotes from some
speaker can be used if you wish. Yes, pictures are worth a thousand words, but narrating or journaling in your
scrapbooks is invaluable. Bring the scrapbook to meetings and get more ideas from members. Preserve these
items using archival photo safe materials. If copying articles or clippings, copy onto acid free paper. Never
laminate. If you have a special document, encapsulate it to preserve it. In this  process the document is placed
between two clear pieces of acid-free polyester and then sealed with a special tape.

God bless you as you use your gifts to tell the story of CCW!

1. Day 1, Ash Wednesday: Pay $1.00 for the gift of
the Lenten season.

2. Day 2: Pay $0.25 for each person in your family.
3. Day 3: Pay $0.25 for each faucet in your home.
4. Day 4: Pay $0.10 for each pair of shoes you own in

your home.
5. Day 5: Pay $0.50 for each refrigerator in your home.
6. Day 6: Pay $0.50 for each freezer in your home.
7. Day 7: Pay $1.00 if you drove a car today.
8. Day 8: Pay $0.25 for each vehicle in your family
9. Day 9: Pay $0.50 for each TV in your home.
10. Day 10: Pay $0.50 for each coat you own.
11. Day 11: Pay $1.00 for clean water to drink.
12. Day 12: Pay $0.10 for every cup of coffee you drink

today.
13. Day 13: Pay $1.00 if you ate meat today.
14. Day 14: Pay $0.50 for every pet you own.
15. Day 15: Pay $0.50 if you have more than 25 books

in your home.
16. Day 16: Pay $1.00 if you ate a hot meal today.
17. Day 17: Pay $0.10 for every light switch in your

house.
18. Day 18: Pay $1.00 if you have a bed to sleep in.
19. Day 19: Pay $0.10 for every room in your home.
20. Day 20: Pay $1.00 if you have a job.
21. Day 21: Pay $1.00 if you have heat in your home.
22. Day 22: Pay $0.25 for every pop (soda) you had

today.
23. Day 23: Pay $0.10 for every good, true friend you

have.



SERVICE
By Lori Rixe

Mercy as it is here contemplated is said to be a virtue influencing one’s will to have compassion for, and, if
possible, to alleviate another’s misfortune. St. Thomas Aquinas

I am so proud to announce that the 2019 local NUDCCW’s service projects is from my own town. The Mercy Center
opened its doors less than a year ago. A group of parishioners from Holy Rosary asked the church if they could use
a small space in the parish center to house a place where they could offer people basic  household items. The
response since then has been overwhelming. People from all over the community have been helping the Mercy
Center thrive. The Mercy Center has taken in donations and can now offer items like clothing, hygiene items,
shoes, dishes, pots, pans, diapers, bedding and many others free of charge.

“Everyone is welcome at The Mercy Center”, Fr. Brian Oestreich stated. “We offer special hospitality to our guests,
to care for their basic human needs and to treat them as respected people of God”.

The center is open on Tuesdays from 6-8 p.m. and Thursdays from 1-3 p.m. Anyone can set up a private appointment
by calling Katie at 320-748-7259. They accept donations during the set times but always accept monetary donations.
Monetary donations go towards items that either should not be donated or hard to find items such as mattresses,
household cleaning supplies and personal hygiene items.

Our global service project this year is Mary’s Meals. Mary’s Meals provides one good meal to some of the world’s
poorest children every school day. A donation of $19.50 a year will feed one child for a full year. Mary’s Meals are
now feeding over 1 million children every day during their education. They have great videos that tell their story.
If you did not have a chance to pick one up at the convention, they can be seen on YouTube.

Search Mary’s Meals and you should be able to find two of their videos, Generation Hope and Child31. Their
website offers more information and stories from children that have received Mary’s Meals.

https://www.marysmealsusa.org/
All donations can be sent to our Diocesan Treasurer and she will forward the donations to the appropriate place.

To end, I want to share a special prayer for domestic violence:

Great God we give you thanks that you call us out of silence to name hidden and domestic violence.
Today we pray for all those who despite suffering from violence, continue to care for family and children, to grow
and prepare food, carry water, earn a living and offer support to others.
We pray for those who are trafficked as domestic or sex workers; for those who are raped and do not know how to
find words to name their pain or a way into the future.
We pray for transformation of our societies which often find it easier to judge the victims of violence than to solve
the problems of injustice
We pray that victims’ voices may be heard and taken into account in all peace and reconciliation work.
We pray for a transformation in the violent way many act towards and think about.
We pray for right and just relations between women and men that together we may transform and overcome
violence in all its forms and learn to celebrate our diversity and interdependence
We look forward to the age of peace, when violence is banished, both women and men are able to love and to be
loved, and the work and wealth of our world is justly shared.
In Jesus name, Amen.

Commission
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NCCW CELEBRATING 100 YEARS

WHY WERE WE FOUNDED?
In March, 1920, NCCW was founded under the auspices of the U.S. Catholic Bishops.  The bishops had
witnessed the important work done by Catholic women’s organizations during World War I and had the wisdom
to call for the founding of NCCW to bring these organizations together.  This gave U.S. Catholic women a unified
voice, a national service program and the ability to reach out to each other through a national organization.

WHAT HAVE WE DONE?
All NCCW has done through these almost 100 years are too numerous to mention in this newsletter but can be
found in brief on the NCCW’s website.  Also you can view the new NCCW History Brochure.  It is truly mind
boggling to see all the issues NCCW has addressed through the years and works they have accomplished.

BEING ACTIVE AND LENDING SUPPORT!
WE HAVE TO CONSTANTLY KEEP IN MIND THAT WITHOUT MEMBERS PROVIDING FINANCIAL
SUPPORT THROUGH THE DUES PAID BY OUR DIOCESAN, DEANERY AND PARISH AFFILIATE
ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS, THIS WORK COULD NOT HAVE BEEN
ACCOMPLISHED AND NCCW WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO CONTINUE TO OFFER SERVICES,
RESOURCES AND REPRESENT US ON VARIOUS NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.

If your parish affiliate is not paying NCCW dues, please consider doing so this coming year!  Also we
encourage each of you to join as individual members.

As NCCW heads into the next 100 years of its existence, our NCCW leaders thought it to be prudent to
establish a guide into our future.  After seeking input from all of its members and partners, they have come up with
five strategic goals to be consistent with our NCCW mission. These goals are meant to be serve as a guide into
our future with change always possible because of our ever changing world.

The five goals that were developed reflect the thoughts and dreams of all levels of our NCCW throughout our
country.

They are as follows:
A.  Provide spirituality enhancement opportunities for members.
B. NCCW resources and programs meet the needs of our Church and of Society.
C. Ensure the future of the NCCW.
D. NCCW Operations meet the scope and needs of the organization.
E. Get Our Message Out!

MORE DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT NCCW, ITS HISTORY, MEMBERSHIP, COMMISSIONS
AND COMMITTEES, NCCW LEADERS, MATERIALS AVAILABLE FROM NCCW OFFICE, etc. CAN
BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE.       WWW.NCCW.ORG

Our NCCW leaders and staff are always working to address issues that concern our Catholic women and
providing resources to help meet the needs of its members.  ON BEHALF OF ALL OF THE WOMEN IN THE
NEW ULM DIOCESE, WE EXTEND OUR THANKS FOR YOUR HARD WORK.
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LEADERSHIPCommissionBy Ronda Mathiowetz
I think we all would agree that we join an organization or group because we get a feeling of “belonging” and we “fit
in”. This feeling comes from having a relationship with the other members. The National Council of Catholic Women
has a wonderful website with so much information to help us have a vibrant Council! Here are just a couple
examples from nccw.org to help us build our councils:
What does Council do for me?

� It offers spiritual strength and renewal.
� It presents opportunities to live out your faith in service to others.
� It affords ways to positively impact others as a Catholic woman.
� It provides a place to make friends and have fun.

From the Leadership Commission at NCCW - Relationship Building Exercise:
It has been proven that building a strong relationship with your members is the key to building a strong organization.
Sharing information about yourself can help your team to get to know you on a different level and assist the team in
bonding.

1. What is your favorite family ritual and why? When did you last celebrate this ritual?
2. What food is your guilty pleasure?
3. If there were more hours in the day, I would ______________________________because

___________________________________and this is important to be because__________.
4. What is your passion?
5. Who is your favorite Saint and why?
6. Name three things on your Bucket List? If you do not have one, think of three things that would be on it.
7. I just learned __________________________________________________________.
8. I belong to  NCCW because______________________________________________.
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Since 2019 is not a major election year, it could be tempting to relax our sense of political advocacy.
Elections, however, are just one facet of being an involved, responsible citizen.

The New Ulm Diocese Council of Catholic Women, through the Legislative Committee Coordinator, promotes
political advocacy by encouraging members to advocate for Catholic Social Teaching. We take seriously
No. 1913-1915 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. “It is necessary that all participate, each according
to his position and role, in promoting the common good. This obligation is inherent in the dignity of the
human person. . . . As far as possible citizens should take an active part in public life”.

NUDCCW Board members receive email legislative “Action Alerts” from their Legislative Committee
Coordinator, who receives them from Minnesota Catholic Conference. Deanery presidents respond by
forwarding the alerts to their members. CCW members were encouraged to participate in Catholics at the
Capitol, February 19, 2019, which was attended by 1,000 Catholics, including Minnesota’s seven bishops.
Catholics at the Capital promoted 3 separate bills, focusing on a child’s first 1,000 days of life.

You, Catholics of New Ulm Diocese, helped pass several bills in the 2019 Minnesota Legislature by
advocating for life and dignity through emails and contacting legislators. These include bills to help
mothers choose life, grants for access to prenatal care, transportation funds for parent, child and pregnant
students to attend school and home visit programs for poor families to aid early child development. The
legislature approved a $100 monthly increase for PFIP program, which serves our poorest families, the
first increase 33 years. You also helped prevent some bills from becoming law. This session, according to
MCC, you helped prevent the commodification of women and children (Surrogacy Abuse Prevention Act),
the destruction of life by assisted suicide (the bill never received a hearing, thanks to advocates against
it), and Planned Parenthood from increasing their presence in public-school classrooms.

The 2020 Regular Session of the Minnesota Legislature is scheduled to convene on Tuesday, February 11.
There will be many opportunities in 2020 session to advocate for life and dignity. School choice and other
issues are still not finalized. Shawn Peterson wrote an article titled, “Promoting the Common Good Is Not
a Spectator Sport”. We need to be involved! Please continue to be informed and advocate for Catholic
Social teaching! You can influence the political process!



Year of 2019 ............................. NCCW celebrating 99th Anniversary (Organized in 1920)

August 21-24, 2019 ..................................................... NCCW Convention, Atlanta, Georgia
Month of September ............................................................... Month of Our Lady of Sorrows
Deanery CCW Fall Gatherings

Deanery 1 ........................ Tuesday, September 24, 2019 ..............Holy Rosary, North Mankato
Deanery 2 ........................Monday, September 23, 2019 ........................ Holy Rosary, Graceville
Deanery 3 ........................Monday, September 16, 2019 .......................Holy Family, Silver Lake

Month of October ............................................................................ Month of the Holy Rosary
Respect Life and Domestic Violence Awareness Month (Pray for all life)

October 6, 2019 ......................................................................................... Respect Life Sunday
October 13, 2019 .............................................................................. CCW Recognition Sunday
October 19-25, 2019 ......................................................................Diocesan Rosary Congress
Month of November .......................................................................... Month of the Holy Souls
November 2, 2019 ...................NUDCCW Board Meeting ..................... St. Anne’s, Wabasso
November 3-9, 2019 ...... National Vocation Awareness Week-Pray for Vocations every day
Month of December .............................. Month of the Nativity & Immaculate Conception
December 1, 2019................................................................................. First Sunday of Advent
Every Day ..................................... Pray for Vocations to the Priesthood & Consecrated Life
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CALENDAR
of events

FALL GATHERINGS

Deanery One Tuesday, September 24, 2019 Holy Rosary, North Mankato
Topic:   “Ten Ways to be a Better Catholic”
Speaker:  Denise Hirl from St. Paul Evangelization Institute
Registration:  4:30 P.M.
Mass:  5:00 P.M.
Deanery Two Monday, September 23, 2019 Holy Rosary, Graceville
Topic and Speaker  — TBD
Registration:  4:30 P.M.
Mass:  5:00 P.M.
Deanery Three Monday, September 16, 2019 Holy Family, Silver Lake
Topic:    “Ten Great Ways to Share Your Faith”
Speaker:  Dr. Deb McManimom from St. Paul Evangelization Institute
Registration:  5:00 P.M.
Mass:  5:30 P.M.

Please plan to attend one or more of these Deanery Fall Gatherings.  Each Gathering will start
with Mass, followed by a light supper and then you will have the privilege of enjoying an
excellent speaker so please consider spending an evening at one of these gatherings to be enriched
and nourished in your faith.



Betty Thooft
New Ulm DCCW President
PO Box 128
Tyler, MN 56178

REVERENCE LIFE PRAYER
Almighty God, giver of all that is good, we thank

You for the precious gift of human life:
For life in the womb, coming from your creative

power,
For the life of children, making us glad with their

freshness and promise,
For the life of young people, hoping for a better

world,
For the life of people who are disabled, teaching

us that every life has value,
For the life of the elderly, witnessing to the ageless

values of patience and wisdom.
Like Blessed Mary, may we always say “YES” to

Your gift. May we defend it and promoteit
from conception to its natural end. And bring
us at last, O Father, to the fullness of eternal
life in Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen
Excerpt from Roman Catholic Archdiocese of

Vancouver, British Columbia website


