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2023 Dates to Remember 

January 31 – Woman of the Year 

   Nomination forms due 

 

March 1 – Scholarship deadline for 

submission of: 

2023 Scholarship Applications 

2022 Scholarship Awardees 

reimbursement 

2023 Affiliate Donations to 

Scholarship fund 

 

2023 Deanery Winter 

Board Meetings 

Deanery 1 – Saturday, January 21  

St. Willibrord, Gibbon  

Deanery 2 – Monday, January 16 

via zoom  

Deanery 3 – Saturday, January 14  

TBD 

 

2023 CCW Events 

SAVE THE DATES 

NUDCCW Women’s Silent Retreat 

  January 27-29 

  St. Francis de Sales Convent 

  St. Paul   

 

2023 Deanery Spring Gatherings: 

Deanery 1 – Thursday, March 16  

St. Mary, Sleepy Eye 

Deanery 2 – Saturday, March 11 

Sts. Peter and Paul, Ivanhoe 

Deanery 3 – Saturday, March 18 

St. Anastasia, Hutchinson 

 

NUDCCW Convention – April 29, 2023  

St. Mary, New Ulm 

NCCW Convention – August24-26 2023 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

 



Advent: Preparation for Celebration of Christmas 

By Msgr. Eugene Lozinski, Diocesan Spiritual Advisor to the NUDCCW 

 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 

The season of Advent is a time of preparation. 

Preparations are so very important. How we 

prepare will determine how we celebrate that 

for which we are preparing.  Advent, this year a 

full four weeks, is given to us so that we truly 

celebrate Christmas in its truest sense as the 

Church intends. Our preparations will determine 

if we enter into the profound meaning of 

Christmas. 

Christmas is so central to our faith and thus to 

our lives.  St. John Paul II helped us understand 

more fully Christmas and thus the uniqueness of 

Christianity. He said so loudly that Christianity 

proclaims for all to hear that God has a face.  

God is not merely a being in the great beyond 

but a person who enters our lives to save us by 

healing us. Christ is the God/Man who comes to 

lift us up. In the words of the Early Church 

Fathers, He comes to divinize us. Of course, not 

to make us Gods, but to lift us up into the very 

life of God. 

The Face of Jesus is the Face of God.  What a 

great gift we have been given to peer into the 

very life of God though his “Ikon” his very 

image, himself made visible in Jesus.  How do 

we prepare for such a life-changing, indeed-

history changing event.  We do so by prayer, 

more intense and meditative prayer. We do so 

by visits to the Blessed Sacrament where we can 

just sit and peer into the presence of the God 

who looks like us but is so much different and 

beyond.  He continues to make himself visible in 

that host that has been transubstantiated into 

his very presence. 

We prepare by realizing that we are not alone in 

the midst of a vast universe that lies before as 

incomprehensible.  The creator of this world and 

of each of us is the God that loves us so much 

that he wants nothing more than to fill us with 

his spirit and become one with us.  

We prepare for Christmas, as well, by acts of 

charity, for Christ dwells as well in each other, 

particularly the poor. We prepare for the 

celebration of Christmas by celebrating God’s 

face in all who need our time, our ears, our 

eyes, and our money.   

In short, we prepare for this most momentous 

occasion by becoming more of a praying person 

and more of a giver, patterned after the one 

who gave His all to save us. His love was so 

powerful that he became an innocent, helpless 

baby who ultimately dies on a cross. The cross 

always needs to be near the crib.  

May each of you have a Blessed Christmas and 

as always, I thank each of you for being such a 

faithful witness to the God who took on a 

human face in Jesus. 

 



Advent: Devout and Joyful Expectation  

By Jackie Finstad, NUDCCW President 

 

Advent has a twofold character: as a time to 

prepare for the solemnity of Christmas when the 

Son of God’s first coming to us is remembered; 

as a season when that remembrance directs the 

mind and heart to await Christ’s Second Coming 

at the end of time. For these two reasons, the 

season of Advent is thus a period for devout and 

joyful expectation.  

General Norms for the Liturgical Year and 

Calendar, #39 

Waiting. Something that we have become all too 

impatient to endure and is likely despised by 

most. I recall this season of Advent as a child, 

admittedly not as an exercise in holy devotion, 

but rather in anticipating the impending 

Christmas morning with the gifts gloriously piled 

up around the previously barren floor of the 

living room.  For a month or two before (I 

cannot remember when these beauties would 

arrive), I would prepare by painstakingly 

scouring the latest JCPenney and Sears catalogs, 

carefully circling only those items that I figured 

would bring the most happiness.  Do you 

remember how big those catalogs were?  This 

wasn’t an exercise for the faint of heart – hours 

and hours were spent glossing over those pages, 

dreaming for weeks about the toys, baubles, and 

gadgets that were contained within. 

The seeming ‘eternity’ I waited for Christmas to 

arrive has largely been traded in for the 

immediate gratification of online ordering, fast 

food, Amazon Prime, and Google searches. 

Children – and adults - have mobile devices and 

technology at hand that push them to operate in a 

far different way than previous generations; one 

that plays on our inclinations for speedy 

indulgence and that urges avoidance of waiting 

in any form.  We may not like waiting, but are 

we missing something beautiful and necessary in 

those continuous efforts to make everything 

happen quicker under the guise of bettering our 

lives? 

Advent gives us a time to watch and wait, to 

begin anew. Take this valuable time of waiting in 

hopeful expectation to prepare a place for the 

Lord in our hearts and families. Make time to 

spread the joy of the Gospel to anyone who will 

listen.  Examine your conscience and sincerely 

receive the Sacrament of Penance.  Spend time in 

quiet adoration, allowing Him to work in the 

silence.  Pray the rosary and invite someone to 

join you. As a humble maintenance man once 

impressed upon me while peeking into a church 

that I presumed to be closed, “Go on in.  He is 

waiting for you.” 

A blessed Advent and Christmas season to you 

all! 

 

 



NUDCCW Convention April 29, 2023 
by Carolyn Keller, NUDCCW Vice President 
 

I am so excited for our upcoming convention and can’t wait for it to be April. With us being in the middle 
of the Eucharistic Revival, the focus of our convention will be the Eucharist. Our keynote speaker, Liz 
Kelly, will focus on a saint with a great charism for the Eucharist. 
 
In the afternoon, Berny Berger, CCW President of St. Willibrord’s in Gibbon, will be presenting the story 
of Blessed Carlo Acutis, from Milan, Italy, and feature the video – “I Am With You” (EWTN). She will also 
include in her presentation, a couple stories of the major Eucharistic Miracles that are in the exhibit that 
he created. We will have a partial copy of the exhibit on display during the convention (see photo). If 
you’d like to learn more about Blessed Carlo Acutis check out the website http://carloacutis.com/. You 
can also peruse the exhibit he created in its entirety. 
 
I attended the National CCW Convention in Minneapolis in April and heard Liz give a very engaging 
presentation. I was able to visit with her and discuss the talk she will give at our convention.  If you like 
to find out more about Liz, her website is www.LizK.org. 
 
I look forward to seeing all of you in April!! 

 
 

 
 
 

 

http://carloacutis.com/
http://www.lizk.org/


Service  

By Sheryl Kaiser 

2022-2023 Service Projects 

Local Project 

Select an organization from within your local community 

International Project 

Fr. Bruno Santiago’s Water Project for India 

 

Each year, our New Ulm Diocese Council of Catholic Women Board (NUDCCW) chooses a Local 

and International Service Project for our Parish Councils to support and pray for throughout the 

year. 

The Local Service Project for this year (2022-2023) is choosing an organization in your local 

community to help support, examples: food shelf, crisis center, girls’ home, hospice, Meals on 

Wheels, Boys or Girls Clubs, community garden, YMCA, etc. The list could go on and on. 

Our International Service Project for this year (2022-2023) is Father Bruno’s Water Project in 

India. Many of you may know Father Bruno Santiago, OSB. He currently serves the All Saints 

Area Faith Community in Fairfax, Gibbon and Winthrop in the New Ulm Diocese. His religious 

community, St. Benedict’s Monastery, is located in Sivagangai, India.  Water scarcity is a big 

problem faced by the people and animals in that locality. Average rainfall is very low and 

monsoons fail quite often. The average heat is 104-111 degrees Fahrenheit, so finding a source 

of water is indeed a difficult task. The project they are undertaking is three-fold: 

1) deepening an existing open well  

2) harvesting rainwater and recharging the well  

3) construction of a water tower to make safe drinking water available any time. 

 

Donations to Fr. Bruno Santiago’s Water Project for India 

should be mailed to: 

Jane Imker, NUDCCW Treasurer 

39908 210th St., Lamberton, MN 56152 



SCHOLARSHIP 

By Sandra Jerzak 

 

Why is March 1, 2023, Important?  

The NUDCCW Scholarship committee selected March 1 as the deadline for three scholarship 

activities. 

1. 2022-23 Scholarship Awardees need to turn in their claim for reimbursement 

a. Scholarship claim should include the awardee bottom portion of the letter, paid 

receipt and confirmation of attendance.  

 

2. CCW donation toward the 2023-34 Scholarship Program Year 

a. One of the requirements for an applicant eligibility requesting  scholarship funds 

b. Please consider helping other women in their journey of leadership, service and 

spirituality! 

 

3. 2023-24 Scholarship Applications must be postmarked/emailed  -  Complete the entire 

form 

a. Specify what the funds will be used for 

b. Obtained the required signatures  

c. Mail to NUDCCW Scholarship-Sandra Jerzak, 2705 280th Ave, Arco, MN 56113 

 

The NUDCCW website has the Scholarship Program information at:  

https://nudccw.org/scholarship-committee 

 

Please address questions to the NUDCCW Scholarship Coordinator: 

Sandra Jerzak   Phone: (507)828-9082  or email:  ks.jerzak@gmail.com 

 

 

  

https://nudccw.org/scholarship-committee


LEGISLATION 

By Dorothy Vandendriessche 

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God;  

have faith also in me.” John 14:1 

 

In our political world today, I need to 

remind myself of these words of Jesus 

often.  Our country is greatly challenged 

morally, so we are called to pray and trust 

in God. 

We are also commissioned to advocate and 

use our abilities to foster Catholic Social 

Teaching in our homes, community, and 

country.  One positive avenue is to be 

politically active.  As Pope Francis stated, “A 

good Catholic meddles in politics, offering 

the best of himself, so that those who 

govern can govern”. 

Minnesota Catholic Conference (MCC) has 

specific advocacy priorities for the 

Minnesota Legislature which convenes 

January 3, 2023.  They are promoting 

family, women, and children’s policies.  As 

printed in the MCC newsletter, “Encourage 

your members of Congress to pass 

legislation that advances the health, safety, 

and flourishing of women, children, and 

families”.  Strong, united, faith-filled 

families are the strength of a nation.    

To facilitate promotion of these priorities, 

MCC has developed a website, Families First 

Project, which “seeks to transform 

Minnesota into a state where family 

economic security has been elevated as the 

top priority for elected officials and a focal 

point of public policy discussions”.  

https://www.familiesfirstproject.com/  

There is an enormous amount of 

information available on the site. 

From January through May, MCC will have 

Adoration the first Friday of each month 

(except April 14) from 9 A.M.– 4 P.M., in the 

Governor’s Dining Room at the Capitol.  We 

may not be at the Capitol for Adoration, but 

we can pray at our own location; please 

pray for our legislators daily. 

 

 

  

https://www.familiesfirstproject.com/


REVERENCE LIFE 

By Lori Timmerman 

 

Continuing Forward in a Post Dobbs Society 

We have been given a responsibility and 

sacred opportunity to continue to create a 

culture of life after the Supreme Court 

decision to overturn Roe.  Here are four ways 

we can continue to move forward: 1. Pray & 

Fast; 2. Educate ourselves and others; 3. 

Walk with Mom’s in Need; 4.  Continue our 

pro-life activities and support. 

Prayer and fasting are essential in our battle 

for life.  St. Pope John Paul II taught us, 

“Jesus himself has shown us by his own 

example that prayer and fasting are the first 

and most effective weapons against the 

forces of evil.” 

We need to continue to educate ourselves 

on the pro-life issues at hand. We must be 

clear and ready to invite others to a deeper 

understanding of the centrality of human 

life.  The Church stands firm on the dignity 

and value of all human life from conception 

to natural death.  Our Holy Father and 

bishops call abortion the preeminent moral 

issue of our day but at the same time we 

must persevere in the struggle to value life 

wherever it is degraded or threatened. We 

are to give attention to caring for the elderly, 

human trafficking, poverty relief, 

euthanasia, and surrogacy. These are just a 

few of the many issues we can continue to 

educate ourselves on.  When opportunities 

are presented, we need to always be willing 

to speak out for human life.  It seems one-

on-one may produce the best results.  

“Walking with Moms in Need” is an initiative 

of the Unites States Council of Catholic 

Bishops.  We are asked to “walk in the shoes” 

of local pregnant and parenting women in 

need and find ways to fill the gaps in our 

communities so we can create a society 

where women chose life. 

Our pro-life activities and support of pro-life 

organizations make a difference!  We need 

to continue our pro-life involvement, pro-life 

support, pray and fast for life.  Our time, 

talent and treasure can create a culture of 

life so that every child is protected, every 

parent is supported, and all life is cherished. 

 
 
 

  



SPIRITUALITY 
By Tracy Meyer 

Pope’s Monthly Intentions: 

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
I offer You my prayers, works, joys, and sufferings of this day 

in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world. 
I offer them for all the intentions of Your Sacred Heart: 

the salvation of souls, reparation for sin, and the reunion of all Christians. 
I offer them for the intentions of our bishops and of all Apostles of Prayer, 
and in particular for those recommended by our Holy Father this month— 

December 2022: For Volunteer Not-For-Profit Organizations…. 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human development 

find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to 

international cooperation. 

Women’s Silent Retreat 
 

We would like to invite you to a Women's Silent Retreat for the Diocese of New Ulm 
CCW. This retreat is really a time to step away from the busyness of life to spend time with 
the Lord in prayer and let Him love you. It is a silent retreat with times for silent prayer and 
reflection, guided by the Handmaids. In addition to individual spiritual direction, we will be 
giving talks about prayer. Also offered will be daily and Sunday Mass, Confessions, and 
Adoration.  

 

As far as the logistics go, here are some helpful details: 
• Date: January 27-29 
• Location: St. Francis de Sales Convent in St. Paul, MN 
• Time - Starts @ 11:30am Friday & Ends @ 2pm Sunday 
• Cost - Free; housing & meals are provided 

We know that this is a sacrifice of your time, but we invite you to prayerfully consider if this 
is something the Lord is inviting you to. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any 
questions/fears/concerns or just want to talk something through! 
 

In Christ, 
The Handmaids 
507-276-9128 

 
 


