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action
Current events >>>
March:
Deanery 2 Spring Gathering
 - March 11
Deanery 1 Spring Gathering
 - March 16
Deanery 3 Spring Gathering
 - March 18

Bishop Lucker Lecture
 - March 13
Chrism Mass
 - March 30

April:
Palm Sunday
 - April 2
Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord
 - April 9
Divine Mercy Sunday
 - April 16
NUDCCW Convention Early
Registration Deadline
 - April 28
NUDCCW Board Meeting
 - April 28
NUDCCW Annual Conference
 - April 29

May:
NUDCCW Board Leadership
Training
 - May 23

In this issue >>>
 - Deanery Spring Gatherings 
 - NUDCCW Convention
 - Service Project Information
 – Reverence Life,
  Spirituality, Legislation
  & Scholarship 
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Bishop Zielinski was born on September 
8, 1964, in Detroit, Michigan. His parents 
are the late Donald and Linda Zielinski of 
Alpena, Michigan. The oldest in a family of 
five children, the family moved to Alpena, 
Michigan, in the mid-1960s, where the future 
bishop grew up on a 120-acre farm.

After graduating from Alpena High School 
in 1982, Zielinski enlisted in the U.S. Air 
Force and, while stationed in Idaho, attended 
Boise State College and Park College. Having 

completed his tour of duty in 1986, he entered Mount 
Angel Seminary in St. Benedict, Oregon, where he earned 
a bachelor’s degree with honors in Philosophy in 1989. He 
was accepted as a seminarian for the Diocese of Gaylord and 
entered Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit to complete 
his spiritual formation and theological studies, receiving his 
Master of Divinity degree in 1996. He was ordained to the 
priesthood on June 8, 1996, by Bishop Patrick R. Cooney at 
St. Mary Cathedral in Gaylord.

His first priestly assignment was as associate pastor of 
Immaculate Conception parish in Traverse City. In 1998, he 
was appointed pastor of St. Philip Neri in Empire and St. 
Rita-St. Joseph in Maple City and was elected to the diocesan 
Presbyteral Council in 1999. In 2000, he was named Pastor for 
Administrative Affairs of the diocesan Mission to Hispanics.

Following the terrorist attacks of 2001, he felt a special tug 
on his heart to serve God by ministering to the men and 
women who protect our country. Aware of the great need 
for Catholic military chaplains, Bishop Cooney released 
him to serve in the Archdiocese for the Military Services. 
In 2002, he began his chaplaincy at Grand Forks Air Force 
Base in North Dakota. From 2003 to 2005, he was stationed 
in Suffolk, England, before returning to the U.S. and being 
assigned to HQ Air Force Recruiting Service at Randolph 
Air Force Base in Schertz, Texas. In 2009, Bishop Zielinski 
was appointed Roman Catholic Cadet Chaplain at the U.S. 
Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado. In the 
course of his military career, Bishop Zielinski served three 
tours of duty in war zones, including Iraq and Afghanistan. 
He received numerous military awards and decorations for his 
service and was promoted to Major in July 2013. In 2012 he 
was called to Alaska to serve as chaplain to the 354th Fighter 
Wing at Eielson Air Force Base in Fairbanks.

Bishop Zielinski was ordained and installed as the sixth bishop 
of the Diocese of Fairbanks, Alaska, on December 15, 2014. 
After his installation, he served two years in the reserves at 
Eielson Air Force Base and retired as a Major on January 1, 
2017.

On July 12, 2022, Pope Francis appointed Bishop Zielinski as 
the fifth bishop of the Diocese of New Ulm.

Meet Bishop Chad Zielinski,
5th Bishop of the Diocese of New Ulm
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As we begin the season of Lent, I would like all of us 
to take notice of Jesus words in the first chapter of 
Mark verses 14 and 15. They read, “After John had been 
arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel 
of God: “This is the time of fulfillment. The Kingdom 
of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the gospel.” 
Repentance and faith are two sides of the same coin, so 
to speak.

This is conversion. I am told in the business of real 
estate the operative word is, “location, 
location, location.” The value and the 
attractiveness of a certain property is 
determined by location. If I may be 
so bold as to say in Christianity the 
operative word is, “conversion”, that 
is changing the whole direction of 
our life so that we focus totally and 
completely on Jesus, the Christ. He is 
the anointed one sent to bring to us 
the love of the Father and the healing 
of our broken lives.

In the document in which St. John 
Paul II published the third secret 
of Fatima we read, “Throughout 
history there have been supernatural 
apparitions and signs which go to the heart of human 
events and which, to the surprise of believers and non-
believers alike, play their part in the unfolding of history. 
These manifestations can never contradict the content 
of faith and must therefore have their focus in the core 
of Christ’s proclamation: the Father’s love which leads 
men and women to conversion and bestows the grace 
required to abandon oneself to him with filial devotion. 
This too is the message of Fatima which, with its urgent 
call to conversion and penance, draws us to the heart of 
the Gospel.”

Mary, at Fatima, was simply calling us to conversion and 
subsequently a deeper faith in Jesus, her Son and our 

Savior. A people totally in union with Jesus will be a 
people that will have a tremendous impact on the world.

It is in the human heart that the drama of the healing 
of each of us transpires. It is within our heart that we 
discern and discover the voice of God calling us to submit 
to him and repeat the prayer of Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, “Not my will but thine be done.” It is in 
our heart that we do the battle with the evil one.

Lent is special time of “grace and 
favor”. It is a time for us to attend to 
a deeper and more profound love of 
Jesus by engaging ourselves into His 
word more faithfully. Once discovered 
and accepted the love of the Father 
must be nurtured and attentively 
attended to. For we all know that with 
all the distraction of the world our 
hearts can easily turn in a different 
direction. Lent is a time to heed the 
words of Our Lady to do penance. It 
is this penance that will strengthen 
our wills and keep us turned in the 
right direction, the direction of the 
Son of God. Let us this Lent not soft 
pedal our penances for that will not 

do us much good. For the status quo can never be our 
model in our relationship with Jesus. We must set the bar 
high for we are called to nothing less than perfection. 
“Be ye perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect.” These 
are not idle words, but words of salvation. This is the call 
of Jesus and that of our Heavenly Mother as well. So let 
us set our hearts on the Stations of the Cross, the rosary, 
weekday Mass, begin the five first Saturday devotion, 
one hour of adoration each week and without a doubt 
we must reach out in loving service to those in need.

With renewed hearts we will change our CCW Councils 
as well.

Lent:
A Time of Grace and Favor
Msgr. Eugene Lozinski
Diocesan Spiritual Advisor to the NUDCCW
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This may be a 
question that some 
of you and some of 
your parishes may be 
asking. My question 

to you is: Why not be a member of NCCW? 
I recall years ago hearing one of our past 
NCCW presidents pose this question to the 
audience, “Why is it that Planned Parenthood 
has no problem receiving all the support they 
need, and yet, NCCW, a wonderful Catholic 
Women’s organization does?” This hit me 
between the eyeballs! Your membership makes 
a difference in this world and now, more than 
ever, it is needed!

The National Council of Catholic Women 
was established in 1920 at the request of the 
United States Catholic Conference of Bishops 
(USCCB) to bring together over 5,000 
individual Catholic women’s organizations into 
one. Bringing these women together created 
a strong united voice! I became an individual 
member about ten years ago and within a few 
years I became a supporting member. I feel 
good supporting an organization that helps 
me carry out the works of mercy and raise 
awareness on issues such as human trafficking, 
domestic violence, pornography, and provide a 
means to support life by addressing abortion 

and providing water, food, clothing and shelter 
for those in need. Information from our 
national leaders is shared with our women in 
the parishes and things get done.

For those of you who wonder why you should 
become a member and support NCCW, here is 
some information to consider:

When you join the National Council of 
Catholic Women, you are part of a national 
organization that speaks for your Catholic 
values and supports, empowers and educates all 
Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and 
service. NCCW Individual members are also:

* Represented at the biannual meetings of the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

* Have access to NCCW Spirituality, 
Leadership and Service Commissions’ programs 
and resources

* Are invited to serve on NCCW Commission 
teams and Committees

* Share friendships and connect with other 
Catholic women from all over the country

* Are represented at the United Nations, 

The World Union of Catholic Women 
Organisations (WUCWO), Catholic Social 
Ministry Gathering, Religious Alliance Against 
Pornography

* Share in Partnerships and Collaborations 
with Catholic Relief Services, Cross Catholic 
Outreach, Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children, Catholic Climate Covenant

* Can participate in Monthly Advocacy and 
Leadership Calls

* Receive an annual subscription to the 
quarterly Catholic Woman magazine

* Eligibility to vote in NCCW elections and at 
the Annual Business meeting

Become an individual member today. Check 
out their website (www.nccw.org) and visit 
their membership page. Is your parish affiliate 
needing revitalizing or renewal? The NCCW 
office staff is happy to help you renew your 
membership or answer any questions (703-224-
0990). Your membership makes a difference! 
Please join today.

Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us!

Why be a member of NCCW?
By Chris Heiderscheidt, St. Paul/Mpls Province Director

At the NCCW 
Convention 
this November 
past, resolutions 
were adopted to 
encourage and 
promote the 
practices of praying 

the rosary daily and the First Saturdays 
Devotion. Prayers and devotions are a 
manifestation of our profound love of God 
and His Son, through which we affirm and 
reaffirm our commitment to Jesus Christ. 

In his simple yet profound 2002 Apostolic 
Letter, Rosarium Virginis Mariae, St. John 
Paul II writes that: “The Church has always 
attributed particular efficacy to this prayer, 
entrusting to the Rosary, to its choral 
recitation and to its constant practice, the 
most difficult problems. At times when 

Christianity itself seemed under threat, its 
deliverance was attributed to the power of 
this prayer, and Our Lady of the Rosary was 
acclaimed as the one whose intercession 
brought salvation.” A message that calls us 
to action – in the humblest of ways – in 
countering the numerous attacks on families, 
churches, Christians, pro-life centers, and 
human dignity, among others. 

The rosary is also central to the First 
Saturdays Devotion. For those who are 
unfamiliar, this devotion is a request made 
by Our Lady of Fatima, where she promised 
to assist at the hour of death with the graces 
necessary for salvation on behalf of all who, 
as an act of reparation to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, on the first Saturday of 
five consecutive months: go to confession; 
receive Holy Communion; say five decades 
of the rosary; and keep Mary company for 

fifteen minutes meditating on the fifteen 
mysteries of the rosary. 

The five months correspond to five different 
blasphemies against the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, as revealed by Our Lady to Sister 
Lucia: against her Immaculate Conception; 
against her perpetual virginity; against her 
place as the Mother God and mother of all 
humanity; those who openly seek to foster 
in the hearts of children indifference, or 
even hatred, for this Immaculate Mother; 
and those who directly insult her holy 
images. 

Let us heed the call to take up the rosary 
and make the First Saturday Devotion a 
priority this year. May we draw closer to 
Mary and allow God to work through us. 
Pray that she encourages us better to know 
God and to trust in His will for our lives! 

New Year, New Resolutions By Jackie Finstad, NUDCCW President
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SERVICE

Have you ever 
stopped to really 
think about the true 

meaning of the word ‘Service’? ‘Service’ 
by definition means doing something for others. It 
can also be considered an act of helpful activity; 
help; or aid: to do someone a service.

Each year, our New Ulm Diocese Council of 
Catholic Women Board (NUDCCW) chooses 
a Local and International Service Project 
for our Parish Councils to support and pray for 
throughout the year.

The Local Service Project for this year 
(2022-2023) is choosing an organization 
in your local community to help support, 
examples: food shelf, crisis center, girls’ home, 
hospice, Meals on Wheels, Boys or Girls Clubs, 
community garden, YMCA, etc. The list could 
go on and on.

Our International Service Project for 
this year (2022-2023) is Father Bruno’s Water 
Project in India. Many of you may know 
Father Bruno Santiago, OSB. He currently 
serves the All Saints Area Faith Community 
in Fairfax, Gibbon and Winthrop in the New 
Ulm Diocese. His religious community, St. 
Benedict’s Monastery, is located in Sivagangai, 
India. Water scarcity is a big problem faced by 
the people and animals in that locality. Average 

rainfall is very low and monsoons fail quite 
often. The average heat is 104-111 degrees 
Fahrenheit, so finding a source of water is 
indeed a difficult task. The project they are 
undertaking is three-fold:

1) deepening an existing open well

2) harvesting rain water and recharging the 
well

3) construction of a water tower to make safe 
drinking water available any time.

Father Bruno Santiago has created a video 
explaining this project that will be shared with 
the Diocese CCW Groups. The link will be 
sent to all Parish Presidents to share at local 
meetings.

Let us not forget the ‘Service’ we can do within 
our own homes and parishes. Lead by example. 
I know at Holy Redeemer in Marshall we have 
a hard time getting servers, lectors, vocalists, 
musicians and Eucharist Ministers. Why? I don’t 
have the answer to that, but I do encourage 
you to look for areas where you could be of 
‘Service’ to your Parish family.

May our efforts to ‘Service’ be rewarding and 
beneficial to all those we help. Remember we 
are the hands and feet of Christ.

Local Project
Select an organization within your local community

International Project
Fr. Bruno Santiago’s Water Project for India

Service Commission -
2022-2023 Service Projects

How Scholarship Works
Did you know our scholarship 
program can help defray the 
registration cost for educational 
courses, seminars, conventions, 
and/or workshops. The maximum 
request amount is $200 unless you 
attend the NCCW convention which 
the registration cost request will 
not exceed $350. The scholarship 
award amounts are dependent 
on parish CCW donations. The 
applicants’ parish must support 
the NUDCCW Scholarship Program 
and provide a financial donation to 
be considered. All CCW and parish 
members who are involved in 
parish ministries and/or employed 
at a Catholic educational facility are 
eligible to apply within the New Ulm 
Diocese area.

How to Apply
Please reach out to your parish 
CCW board to obtain a copy 
of the scholarship program 
and the application form. The 
information can also be found 
on the NUDCCW website at 
https://nudccw.org/scholarship-
committee. All applications 
must be post-marked stamped 
by March 1 each year to be 
considered.

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, 
PLEASE CONTACT:
Sandra Jerzak, 
NUDCCW Scholarship 
Coordinator
Phone: 507- 828-9082
Email: ks.jerzak@gmail.com

By Sheryl Kaiser
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SPIRITUALITY

LEGISLATION
Do you feel like just “throwing in the towel” 
regarding the culture of the world we live in 
today? In honesty, the thought has entered my 
mind, but I truly know, that as a Catholic, it is 
not a reasonable, mature, responsible reaction. I 
have a responsibility to myself, my family, and 
my community to be a political advocate for 
Catholic moral and social issues and daily prayer 
for our country.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us, “It is necessary that 
all participate, each according to his position and role, in promoting the 
common good. This obligation is inherent in the dignity of the human 
person. . . . As far as possible citizens should take an active part in public 
life” (nos. 1913-1915)

The USCCB article, “Catholics in Political Life” states, “Catholics who 
bring their moral convictions into public life do not threaten democracy 
or pluralism but enrich them and the nation. The separation of church 
and state does not require division between belief and public action, 
between moral principles and political choices, but protects the right 
of believers and religious groups to practice their faith and act on their 
values in public life”.

Responding to our call to advocate, what are some current avenues?

Minnesota Catholic Conference (MCC) has specific advocacy priorities 
for the 2023 Minnesota Legislature. As printed in the MCC newsletter, 
“Encourage your members of Congress to pass legislation that advances 
the health, safety, and flourishing of women, children, and families”. 
MCC is also advocating against HF 100 (SF 73) which would legalize 
adult recreational use of marijuana. Strong, united, faith-filled families 
are the strength of a nation. If you are not already signed up, please 
JOIN THE CATHOLIC ADVOCACY NETWORK, (https://www.
mncatholic.org/), “ to be FORMED in the faith, INFORMED on the 
issues, and take action to TRANSFORM our state”. 

The Protect Reproductive Options (PRO) Act, H.F. 1/S.F. 1, a horrific 
bill passed the Minnesota Congress; it will “enshrine in Minnesota 
law a right to abort any baby for any reason at any time up to birth”. 
(https://www.mccl.org/). As of today, February 8, bills H.F. 91/S.F. 70, 
“would go even further than the PRO Act by repealing Minnesota’s 
law that protects newborns who survive abortion from being left to 
die”, and H.F. 289/S.F. 336, which could potentially redirect “funds 
away from pregnancy care centers and toward other groups, including 
ones that promote abortion”, have already been submitted, or passed 
some committees. (https://www.mccl.org/). On February 28, 2023, 
a free event, United for Life: Minnesota’s Pro-Life Advocacy Day, at 
the Minnesota Capitol, includes a rally, educational opportunities, and 
meetings with your lawmakers. This is a fabulous opportunity to meet 
legislators and advocate.

As MCCL website states, “It is very important that every single pro-life 
Minnesotan contact their lawmakers, whether the lawmakers are pro-life 
or pro-abortion. They need to hear from you!”

You and I can make a difference! As Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens wrote 
in VFTV, September 21, 2022, “Be a good Catholic, start meddling in 
politics!” Please pray; pray for our legislators and country daily!

By Dorothy Vandendriessche

February 8, 2023 has, been designated as an annual day of prayer and 
awareness against human trafficking. February 8 is also the feast day of 
St. Josephine Bakhita, who was kidnapped as a child and sold into slavery 
in Sudan and Italy. Once Josephine was freed, she became a Canossian 
nun and dedicated her life to sharing her testament of deliverance from 
slavery and comforting the poor and suffering. She was declared a saint 
in 2000. 

On February 8, Catholics all over the world are encouraged to pray 

for greater awareness about this phenomenon. Through prayer, we not 
only reflect on the experiences of those that have suffered through 
this affront to human dignity, but also comfort, strengthen, and help 
empower survivors. 

St. Bakhita, assist all those who are trapped in a state of 
slavery. Intercede with God on their behalf so that they 
will be released from their chains of captivity. Those 
whom man enslaves, let God set free. Amen. 

By Tracy Meyer

Called to Make a Difference

What is Shepherd of the Field?

Legislation >>>

Q: How do I stay involved?
A: Sign up for the following “Take Action Alerts”

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops at 
usccb.org/take-action

MN Catholic Conference/Catholic Advocacy 
Network at mncatholic.org/actioncenter

Catholic Charities at Catholiccharitiesusa.org
sign up for Washington Weekly
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REVERENCE LIFE
What to know about Mifepristone & Misoprostol

Mifepristone and misoprostol are chemical 
abortion pills. In January of this year the Federal 
Drug Administration (FDA) regulatory update 
permanently ended the in-person dispensing 
requirement for these chemical abortion pills. 
This would allow access to the prescribed 
medication through the mail or from a 
pharmacy. CVS and Walgreens, the nation’s two 
largest pharmacy franchises, plan to participate 
in the new program. Shortly after, a group of 

twenty-two attorney generals sent a letter to the FDA asking the agency 
to reverse its decision to certify retail pharmacies to dispense abortion 
pills. 

Mifepristone and Misoprostol are used together to cause an abortion 
up to 10 weeks of pregnancy. Mifepristone is taken first and blocks 
progesterone which causes the baby to die. The second drug is taken 6 
to 48 hours later to empty the uterus of the deceased baby. In 2020, 53% 
of the abortions in the U.S. were chemical abortions. 

The lifting of the in-person dispensing requirement means that the 
woman is taking the medicine in her home without medical supervision. 
This has caused an increase in emotional and psychological side effects 
since the woman is self-administering the abortion pill and disposing the 
baby down the toilet. 

Studies show that the drug has four times the complication rate of surgical 
abortions. In 2016, the Obama Administration ended the requirements 
to report adverse events after taking the drug, as long as it didn’t result 

in death. Therefore, much of the information on complications is not 
recorded. 

Also in January, New York City announced its plans to offer free abortion 
pills at four sexual health clinics. Health officials say the clinics could 
potentially deliver up to 10,000 abortion pills a year. The dispensing of 
chemical abortion pills is part of a $1.2 million package that includes 
other health care services. 

In the January, 2022, Prairie Catholic Sr. Candice Fier wrote an article 
called “A Second Chance.” She explained the process of how the 
chemical abortions worked, but more importantly explained that the 
process can be reversed after taking the first drug. Read her article on 
the dnu.org website found in the Prairie Catholic Archives. It explains 
the abortion pill reversal protocol that is administered by the Abortion 
Pill Rescue Network. 

In the early 1990’s, I heard of the chemical abortion drug in a talk given 
by Dr. & Mrs. J.C. Wilke who were experts in the field of sexuality 
and abortion. The drug was called RU486 before it was approved by 
the FDA. At that time, the Wilkes said the side effects were so bad that 
women would not stay in the pre-clinical studies. Also, no U.S. Drug 
company would be willing to take on the risk of manufacturing the 
drug because of the fear of lawsuits. 

In the 1990’s, President Clinton convinced the European manufacturer 
of mifepristone to donate its patent to the Population Council. The 
Council found a Chinese company to manufacture the drug. The Biden 
administration is being sued over the failure to release abortion pill 

By Lori Timmerman

 Sign up on-line in 3 easy steps:  

 1. Go to       https://signup.com/go/rjxSpzR  

 2. Enter email address  (You DO NOT need to register an account on SignUp)  

 3. Select day & time  Done!  SignUp sends automated confirmation & reminders.  
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By Sandra Jerzak

The NUDCCW Scholarship program is at risk of closing the books. 
Looking back at previous NUDCCW convention booklets, shows how 
vibrant the Scholarship Program once was. Over the last 5 years, there 
has been a steady decline of parish numbers donating as well as the 
donation amounts. While we can see the effects from COVID, parish 
closings, and the lack of parishioners attending church functions are 
hitting all parish budgets, there is another side to the story. Why donate if 
our parish will not benefit from it. Perhaps directly that may be true, but 
what if a family moves into your parish community who had benefited 
from the NUDCCW Scholarship program. Now that individual wants 
to become involve in the parish and take on a CCW board position. 
What a blessing, right?! 

Providing support for our sisters to develop leadership skills, learn new 
skills earn continuing education credits, experience spiritual growth 
and learn to be comfortable evangelizing is so valuable to our Catholic 
communities. What is the reward? Your support made a difference in 
one’s faith journey. 

The Scholarship Committee reviews applications for eligibility. All 
eligible applicants will receive some sort of financial assistance. But there 
is a catch, the applicant’s parish CCW needs to support the NUDCCW 
Scholarship Program with a monetary donation. The mission of CCW is 
to support, empower, and educate its members in spirituality, leadership 

and service. Please consider supporting our sisters and donate towards 
the NUDCCW Scholarship program. 

March 1, 2023 deadline is for all Scholarship Activities. Mail documents/
donations to Sandra Jerzak at 2705 280th Ave, Arco MN 56113 or email 
to ks.jerzak@gmail.com 

*2022-23 Awarded Scholarships: submit approval letter and paid receipt 

*2023-24 Scholarship Application 

*2023-24 Parish Donation (Check payable to NUDCCW -- Memo: 
2023-24 Scholarship Program) 

The 2023-24 scholarship information and application is linked at the 
NUDCCW website: www.nudccw.org/scholarship-committee 

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT 

Sandra Jerzak 

NUDCCW Scholarship Coordinator 

Phone: 507- 828-9082 

Email: ks.jerzak@gmail.com 

SCHOLARSHIP

Supporting Our Sisters
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 New Ulm Diocese Council of Catholic Women NUDCCW.org 

22002233  CCoonnvveennttiioonn    
April 29th, 2023 

St. Mary’s Church    417 S. Minnesota St.    New Ulm, MN 
 

II  AAMM the Bread of Life 
  7:30 AM Registration/Free-will Offering Breakfast/Silent Auction 11:00 AM Mass 
  8:00 AM Rosary 12:15 PM Lunch 
 8:30 AM General Assembly   1:30 PM Blessed Carlo Presentation 
  9:00 AM Keynote Speaker – Liz Kelly  2:30 PM Closing Prayer 
10:15 AM Business Meeting  3:00 PM Drawings 
10:45 AM Woman of the Year 

 

Contact your CCW President, Parish Office or 
the NUDCCW website for a registration form. 

$35 if registered before April 10 
$40 if postmarked after April 10 

$10 to attend only Liz Kelly’s presentation 

Liz Kelly is a retreat leader and the award-winning author of ten 
books. Her most recent book, Love Like A Saint, Cultivating Virtue with 
Holy Women has been called “penetrating and graceful,” “a source of 
encouragement and hope,” and “a beautiful deep dive into the lives of 
inspirational, holy women.” Kelly received her certification as a spiritual 
director from the Cenacle of our Lady of Divine  
Providence School of Spirituality in  
association with the Franciscan University  
of Steubenville in 2015.  
Visit her website at LizK.org. 

Blessed Carlo and Miracles of  
the Eucharist  -  Presentation on the  
life and work of Blessed Carlo Acutis  
(1991-2006) by Berny Berger, St. Willibrord’s CCW 
president, to include the EWTN video “I am  
With You” about his life.  Will include a  
review of some of the major Eucharistic  
Miracles (several very recent) included  
in an exhibit he created, which is now  
sponsored by the Vatican. 
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By Carolyn Keller, NUDCCW Vice President

The New Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic Women strive to 
be wise, courageous and loving leaders of the Church, as is noted 
in the Prayer to our Lady of Good Counsel. With this in mind, 
we chose to have the theme of our 62nd Annual Convention be 
in alignment with the National Eucharistic Revival. The theme 
“I AM the Bread of Life” is fulfilled through both our keynote 
and afternoon speakers and The Vatican International Exhibition 
Eucharistic Miracles of the World, on loan to us from Spirit 
Catholic Radio. 

The 2023 NUDCCW Convention will be held at the Church of 
St. Mary in New Ulm on April 29, 2023. Our keynote speaker is 
Liz Kelly, whose talk will focus on a saint with a great charism for 
our Eurcharistic Lord. Liz is a graduate of New Ulm’s Cathedral 
High School and is a retreat leader and the award-winning 
author of ten books. Her most recent book, Love Like A Saint, 
Cultivating Virtue with Holy Women (March 2021) has been 
called “penetrating and graceful,” “a source of encouragement and 
hope,” and “a beautiful deep dive into the lives of inspirational, 
holy women.” Kelly has appeared on Relevant Radio, Catholic 
Answers, Radio Maria, Public Radio, Boston Catholic Television, 
EWTN and Salt and Light Television. From 2008 to 2022, she 
served as the managing editor of Logos: A Journal of Catholic 
Thought and Culture at the University of St. Thomas (MN) and 
taught in the Catholic Studies program. She is co-host, along with 
David Deavel of the Logos podcast, Deep Down Things. She lives 
with her husband, Vincent, an architect, in Minnesota. Visit her 
website at LizK.org. 

Our afternoon speaker, Berny Berger, will be presenting the 
story of Blessed Carlo Acutis, from Milan, Italy, and feature the 

video – “I Am With You” (EWTN). She will also include in her 
presentation, a couple stories of the major Eucharistic Miracles 
that are on the displays that he created. Berny is the CCW 
president at St. Willibrord’s Catholic Church in Gibbon. 

The Vatican International Exhibition Eucharistic Miracles of the 
World, was designed and created by Blessed Carlo Acutis. Carlo, 
an artist, cartoonist and avid computer enthusiast, created the 
art for the panels before his death from leukemia at age 15. His 
goal during his short life was to help bring others closer to Jesus 
through awareness of the mystery of the Eucharist. Carlo received 
the sacrament of the Eucharist daily and desired to share the 
joy of Christ’s presence with the world through his God-given 
talents. Check out the website about Blessed Carlos at https://
carloacutis-en.org. You can also see all the panels in his exhibit at 
http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/en/Liste/list.html. 

While we encourage all women in our diocese to attend the 
full convention, with the registration fee covered by most parish 
CCW’s, we understand that there may be other family members 
that want to attend one or both of the presentations, especially 
since Liz grew up in New Ulm. With this in mind, we will be 
offering registration for one of the presentations for 

$10. See your parish office or CCW President for the registration 
forms when they are sent out in March, or on our website at 
https://nudccw.org. 

Our belief in the bread and wine becoming Christ’s Body, Blood, 
Soul and Divinity is the source and summit of our Catholic faith. 
We hope you can join us at the convention and continue to grow 
in your relationship with Jesus.

62nd Annual NUDCCW Convention
Celebrating CCW - Sharing Our Stories
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Catholic Mom
www.catholicmom.com
Morning Offering
www.morningoffering.com
The Catholic Company/Good Catholic
www.catholiccompany.com
Blessed Is She
blessedisshe.net
Council of Catholic Women: New Ulm Diocese CCW
www.nudccw.org       
Province CCW
provinceofstpaul-minneapolis.weebly.com
National CCW
www.nccw.org
The Church: Diocese of New Ulm
www.dnu.org
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
www.usccb.org
Vatican
www.vatican.va/
Catholic Radio & TV: Relevant Radio
www.relevantradio.com      
EWTN
www.ewtn.com

Catholic Apps and Websites

Deanery 1 Spring Gathering –
Thursday, March 16
Church of St. Mary
Sleepy Eye, MN

Cost $10

5:00 pm Registration
5:30 pm Mass
6:15 pm Meal
7:00 Speaker Presentation

From the Friends of San Lucas Mission in 
Guatemala
Bill Peterson, Executive Director
Shelby Schmidt, Development Director

Please let your Parish CCW President 
know if you will be attending by Sunday, 
March 12, so we have an accurate 
count for the meal. Parish Presidents 
are to notify Sharon Illikman, Deanery 
1 President, with their parish count by 
Monday March 13.

Deanery 2 Spring Gathering –
Saturday, March 11
Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church
Ivanhoe, MN

Cost $12

9-9:30 am Registration
9:10 am Rosary
9:30 am Mass
10:30 am Speaker Presentation
11:30 am Business/Announcements
11:45 am Lunch followed by dismissal

Speaker Presentation: “Spring Cleaning” 
by Cynthia Sheppard. Cynthia will talk 
about “spring cleaning” our hearts 
by sweeping out envy, pride & worry 
and replace it with gratitude, prayer & 
humility.
 

Deanery 3 Spring Gathering –
Saturday, March 18
St. Anastasia Catholic Church
Hutchinson, MN

Cost $10

8:30 am Registration
9:00 Mass
9:30 Coffee and rolls
10:00 am Speaker Presentation 

Katie Braulick, Embrace Miscarriage Ministry - 
Miscarriage ministry is a parish-based ministry 
that aids women, couples, families with support, 
education, and compassion following the loss of 
their unborn child, whether it was very recently or 
many years ago.
The experience of those grieving their baby lost 
to miscarriage can be very isolating. There are 
many questions during the time of miscarriage: 
Why is this happening? Where can I go for support 
and answers? Can we have a funeral or memorial 
service? Should we name the baby? How do we 
talk to friends and family who have lost a baby? 
This important ministry helps those grieving find 
answers and comfort.



Jackie Finstad
NUDCCW President
15844 Oakwood Heights
New Ulm, MN 56073

C
O

U
N

CIL OF CATHOLIC W
O

M
EN

This is our spring print issue that is going out through the mail. This will also be sent out via email 
to those who requested to be on our email listing. Please share this with the women of your parish. 
This is a way for us to stay connected within our NUDCCW from the diocesan level down to the parish 
but we also want to provide a way for the parish councils to share their information with the diocese. We 
invite each of you to provide information on events and activities you would like to see included in 
this monthly newsletter to nudccw.contact@gmail.com.

If you would like to receive this directly via email or via hard copy thru the mail, please send your email 
address to nudccw.contact@gmail.com or via mail to: NUDCCW Communication c/o 77916 US Hwy 71, Olivia, MN 56277. 
Please visit our website nccw.org for a copy of this issue as well as all future and past issues.

Unfortunately due to time constraints, we are no longer able to send this out monthly via email. We welcome your feedback 
and suggestions on this publication and ask that you pray that we are guided by the Holy Spirit in this communication.

From
the
Editor:

2023 Deanery Fall Gatherings
 Deanery 1 - March 16
 Deanery 2 - March 11
 Deanery 3 - March 18
2023 NUDCCW Convention - Saturday, April 29,
 Church of St. Mary, New Ulm
2023 NCCW Convention - August (TBD)
 Salt Lake City, Utah

CCW Events >>>In Every Issue
Service Projects

Scholarship Information

Legislative Action Alerts

Catholic Apps & Websites
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