
 OUR LADY OF UNITY AT 
HOLY ROSARY CHURCH 

Parish Staff/Grupo Pastoral 
 

 Pastor/Párroco:  Fr. Claudio Diaz, Jr. 
 

 Receptionist/Secretary: Mrs. Pat Bragagnolo  —   Office Hours, 9am - 3pm   (Mon., Wed., Fri.) 
 

 Director of Religious Education/Directora de Catecismo: Ms. Clair Zaffaroni 
 

 Music Ministers:  Ms. Alberta Catalano (English), Laura Flores, Sania Lara, Coro (español)  
     

    Irene Soto (español) 
   

 Mass Schedule:   Weekend: Saturday:  4:00 p.m. 
   Sunday: 9:30 a.m.           12:15 p.m. (español)            

 Sacrament of Penance/Penitencia:  Saturdays from 3:00pm - 3:45pm. Please make reservations for the 
                                                             Sacrament of Penance on our website. 
 

 Sacrament of Baptism/Bautismo & Sacrament of Marriage/Matrimonio:  
 The Sacraments of Baptism & Marriage arranged by appointment. 
  

 Registration of New Parishioners: 
  To register as a parishioner of Holy Rosary, please fill out the 
   registration form in the back of the Church and place it in the collection basket. 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
  
  Please consider using GiveCentral for electronic giving to our parish if you haven’t 
already done so. Your ongoing support is critical to our ability to support our ministries. Your support 
is always greatly appreciated. 
 If you would like to make an online offering that goes directly to Holy Rosary Church via 
GiveCentral. Visit our website: www.holyrosaryonwestern.org. 

Thank you!  

612 N. Western Ave., Chicago 60612 
Phone (773) 278-4820 - Fax (773) 278-3770 
Website: www.holyrosaryonwesternave.org 

    St. Aloysius Office: 773.278.4808  St. Helen Office: 773.235.3575 

Seventh Sunday 
in Ordinary 

Time 
 

February 20, 2022 

Sunday Mass Collection: $1,257.00  
Shortfall from Budget of $4,000.00: $2,743.00  
HR Meet the Budget Collection: $115.00 
  



HOLY ROSARY CHURCH                        CHICAGO 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 One of the biggest gifts God has given us is our 
“free will.” On the day of our creation  God gave us the 
capacity to choose. It’s precisely this capacity along with 
an informed conscience that allows us to exercise our 
belief and our will in light of the  purpose for which we 
have been created; to love God and to love one another. 
 This is not to be mistaken with individualism and 
selfish advocacy. Our free will must be exercised within 
the Body of Christ, praising to our Creator and taking into 
account our lives and others. It was free will what allowed 
King David not to kill Saul. David acknowledged that 
King Saul, his adversary, was the anointed one by God. In 
a supreme act of justice and exercising an informed 
conscience he spares Solomon’s life. 
 In today’s gospel Jesus invites us to use properly 
our free will in the context of “loving our enemy.” To love 
one’s friends has no merit. It is what to be expected. To 
love one’s friends is the consequence of an act which is 
instinctive, visceral, and natural. We love those whom we 
like, those whom are good to us, and those with whom we 
have an affinity. There is absolutely nothing extraordinary 
about it. 
 To love one’s enemy belongs to a higher level of 
relationship and maturity in the spirit. Jesus is aware that 
we may not be totally exempted of enemies. If you are 
against injustice, against intolerance, corruption, violence 
and so forth you will have enemies. But in so few words 
he gives us ways of dealing with those we don’t see eye to 
eye at all. 
 This concept of love your enemy is about not 
assuming an attitude of judging, condemning and attach 
the person, object of our anger or hurt. We can reject their 
principles, their behavior or beliefs but never the person. 
We are to open a space to allow the person to find 
conversion and reconciliation. 
 But how can we love our enemy? This is about 
compassion coming directly of our own free will. This is 
not about playing buddy-buddy with them, especially if 
they have harmed us. This is not about reducing ourselves 
to a passive, conformist or a doomed position. This is 
about renouncing go continue to wave of hatred this world 
is immersed, starting with our households and 
neighborhoods. This is about forgiving. 
 And Forgiveness can be done in many ways. This 
could be translated into many levels. Sometimes loving 
someone involves detachment. In other instances it 
involves speaking up, pointing at the injustice, speaking 
your peace and then letting God Be God. 
 And if many of these reasons do not make sense 
to you I will give you a simple reason why we are called 
to have compassion, to forgive, to love our enemies; “and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.” 
 There is no magic formula to love our enemies 
but the key of it all can be found in today’s gospel. May 
our prayer in preparation to this near lent may be “teach 
us Lord to love our enemies.”  Amen! --Fr. Claudio Diaz 

Séptimo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 
 

 Uno de los regalos más grandes que Dios nos ha 
dado es nuestro “libre albedrio”. En el día de nuestra 
creación, Dios nos dio la capacidad de elegir. Es 
precisamente esta capacidad junto con una conciencia 
informada que nos permite ejercer nuestra creencia y 
nuestra voluntad a la luz del propósito para el cual hemos 
sido creados; amar a Dios y amarnos unos a otros. 
 Esto no debe confundirse con el individualismo y 
la defensa egoísta. Nuestro libre albedrio debe ser 
ejercitado dentro del Cuerpo de Cristo, alabando a nuestro 
Creador y teniendo en cuenta nuestras vidas y  las de 
otros. Fue el libre albedrio lo que permitió al rey David no 
matar a Saúl. David reconoció que el rey Saúl, su 
adversario, era el ungido por Dios. En un acto supremo de 
justicia y ejercitando una conciencia informada, perdona 
la vida de Salomón. 
 En el evangelio de hoy, Jesús nos invita a usar 
adecuadamente nuestro libre albedrio en el contexto de 
“amar a nuestro enemigo”. Amar a los amigos no tiene 
mérito. Es lo que se espera. Amar a los amigos es la 
consecuencia de un acto que es instintivo, visceral y 
natural. Amamos a quienes nos caen bien, a quienes son 
buenos con nosotros y con quienes tenemos afinidad. No 
hay absolutamente nada de extraordinario al respecto. 
 Amar al enemigo pertenece a un nivel más alto de 
relacionarse con otros y en signo de madurez en el 
espíritu. Jesús está consciente de que no podemos estar 
totalmente exentos de enemigos. Si estás contra la 
injusticia, contra la intolerancia, la corrupción, la 
violencia y demás, tendrás enemigos. Pero en tan pocas 
palabras nos da maneras de lidiar con aquellos con quien 
no estemos de acuerdo. 
 Este concepto de amar a tu enemigo consiste en 
no asumir una actitud de juzgar, condenar y atacar a la  
persona, objeto de nuestra ira o dolor. Podemos rechazar 
sus principios, su comportamiento o sus creencias pero 
nunca a la persona. Debemos abrir un espacio para 
permitir que la persona encuentre la conversión y la 
reconciliación. 
 Pero, ¿cómo podemos amar a nuestro enemigo?  
Esto envuelve la compasión que viene directamente de 
nuestro propio libre albedrío. No se trata de pretender una 
estrecha relación, especialmente si nos han hecho daño. 
No se trata de reducirnos a una posición pasiva, 
conformista o marginalizada. Se trata de renunciar a 
continuar la ola de odio en la cual este mundo está 
inmerso comenzando con nuestros hogares y vecindarios. 
Se trata de personar. 
 Y el perdón se puede hacer de muchas maneras. 
Esto podría traducirse en muchos niveles. A veces amar a 
alguien implica desapartarte. En otros casos, implica 
hablar, señalar la injusticia, decir tu verdad y luego dejar 
que Dios sea Dios. 
 Y si muchas de estas razones no tienen sentido 
para ti, te daré una razón simple por la que estamos  
llamados a tener compasión, a perdonar, a amar a nuestros 
enemigos; “y perdona nuestras ofensas como nosotros  



SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME FEBRUARY 20, 2022 

SUNDAY,  February 20, 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 9:30 AM †William & †Gemma Sartini, †Renato G. 

Turano, †Anthony Rizzo 
 12:15 PM †Epifanio Whittemore, †Ampelio 

Ramirez, †Ofelia Gonzalez, †Francisco 
Ramirez, †Ma Jesus Gutierrez Martinez, 
†German Ramirez Camarillo 

    

SATURDAY,  February 26  
 4:00 PM †Charlie & †Lucille Greco 
 

SUNDAY, February 27. 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  9:30 AM †Mr. & †Mrs. Matthew Bezanes, Anthony 

Shapiro, George Anast 
    12:15 PM †Ampelio Ramirez 
 

++++++++++ 
 

Sunday Masses 
 

  8:00am - St. Aloysius (Spanish) 
  9:00am - St. Helen (English) 
10:00am - St. Aloysius (English) 
10:30am - St. Helen (Polish) 
12:00pm - St, Aloysius (Spanish) 
12:30pm - St. Helen (Spanish)  

perdonamos a los que nos ofenden”. 
 No hay una fórmula mágica para amar a nuestros 
enemigos, pero la clave de esto se encuentra en el 
evangelio de hoy. Que nuestra oración en preparación 
para esta cercana Cuaresma sea: “enséñanos a amar a 
nuestros enemigos”. ¡Amen!   —Padre Claudio Díaz, Jr. 
 

++++++++++ 
 

Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

 I invite you to spend some time this week 
reflecting on the Annual Catholic Appeal materials you 
should have received in your in the pews or in the mail. 
The Annual Catholic appeal is much different than a one-
time special collection: It is a pledged commitment to 
make a gift over time. Your pledge can be made payable 
in installments. 
 Each pledge makes a difference because all 
parishes participate in the campaign and the gifts of many 
enable our archdiocese to deliver needed ministries and 
services to answer the call of “Making all things new … 
God’s promise and our responsibility.” 
 If you received  your pledge form in the mail, 
please complete it and mail it back. This year, we also 
encourage our parishioners to make their Annual Catholic 
Appeal gifts online at annualcatholicappeal.com. 
 

++++++++++ 
 

End of the Year Donor Substantiation 
 

 If you would like an end of the year tax letter 
from us. Please call the Rectory. Pat is in the Office 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 9:00am until 3:00pm 
or leave a message. 
 

++++++++++ 
 

Ash Wednesday 
 

 March 2 is Ash Wednesday which marks the 
beginning of the Lenten season. Masses on Ash 
Wednesday will be at 7:30am Bilingual Mass, 12:00noon 
English Prayer Service & Ashes, 7:00pm Bilingual Mass. 
Ashes will be distributed after the harmony at all the 
above Masses. 
 

++++++++++ 
 

Operation Rice Bowl 
 

 This is a Lenten program which provides us the 
opportunity to make tangible difference in the lives of our 
brothers and sisters who suffer from hunger and poverty. 
We do this through prayer, fasting and sacrificial 
contribution in support of the global work of the Church 
through Catholic Relief Services. We will collect all the 
Lenten donations for Operation Rice Bowl on Palm 
Sunday. 

Mass Intention for the Week 

Everyday Stewardship 
 

Thanking God for Missing Spears 
 

 Imagine how Saul must have felt when he awoke 
from his sleep and saw his spear missing from its resting 
place. Now imagine how he felt when he realized that the 
person who had it was the same person seeking his life — 
and there he sat, safe and sound. Now there’s a day you  
don’t forget your morning prayers. 
 I think if we look, we can all find a “missing spear 
moment” in our lives, when it hits us right in the gut that 
God has kept us safe from an impending disaster. This can 
be physical disaster, sure — but more commonly, I think 
it is spiritual disaster. Often the salvation comes through 
the gift of a person, people, through whom God reveals 
His mercy. 
 When I was in high school, I had a circle of 
friends who were really into their faith. We were all in 
youth ministry together, and the bond we shared taught 
me a lesson that changed me as a person: we become 
those with whom we associate. I can look back now, all 
these years later, and see that these people are evidence of 
God’s hand in my life. 
 Take a look at your life. In whose love has God 
shown you comfort? By whose hand has God brought you 
closer to Him, or kept you away from harm? Through 
whose friendship has God shaped you into the person you 
are? 
 Let’s strive to remember to thank God for these 
people — and to thank them, to. 
 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPI 


