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 Worship Schedule  Fr. Chris’ Corner  

Dear friends in the Lord, 

 

Happy Mothers’ Day! On this 

Mother’s Day weekend we 

remember all mothers with 

gratitude and affection. We 

want to remember those who 

live with us physically, those 

who have gone before us, but 

also those who live with us as spiritual mothers. 

 

Whenever I think about Mother’s Day, I am always 

overcome by the great love and sacrifice that a 

mother shows to her child. In many ways, it 

perfectly captures Jesus’ words to “love one another 

as I have loved you.” Every day, every moment, 

mothers across the world give of themselves out of 

love for their children and so I want to extend a 

special prayer to each and every one of you who so 

willingly offer that example of love. 

 

“Loving God, as a mother gives life and 

nourishment to her children, so you watch over 

your Church. Bless these women, that they may be 

strengthened as Christian mothers. Let the example 

of their faith and love shine forth. Grant that we, 

their sons and daughters, may honor them always 

with a spirit of profound respect.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord.” 

 

Faithfully Yours in the Lord, 

Fr. Chris 

Reconciliation Schedule  

Monday,  May 15 

5:15pm 

 

William Torres 

By: Family 

Tuesday, May 16 

8:00am 

 

Mary Scott  

By: Family 

 

Wednesday, May 17 

5:15pm  

 

 

Jan Dietzen 

By: John Dietzen 

Thursday, May 18 

8:00am 

 

Vera Rhyner 

By: Kevin & Linda Philllips 

Friday, May 19 

12:30pm 

 

 

John Edward Plesha 

By: Friday Faith Formation  

 

Saturday, May 20 

4:00pm  

 

7:30pm 

 

St. Teresa of Avila  

 

For Our VU Seniors  

Sunday, May 21 

8:00am 

 

11:00am 

 

Emily & Andrew Budnyk 

By: Ann Vale 

Leonard & Beth Rutz 

By: Cindy Rutz 

Wednesday 6:00-6:30pm 

Saturday 2:30-3:30pm 

Synod Closing Mass  

Synod Closing Mass 

All are invited to the closing Mass 

for the Synod, which starts at 2 

p.m. on Sunday, June 4 at the 

Genesis Center in Gary. Please 

notify the church office if you plan 

to attend.  We are planning on 

providing transportation via a school bus, but we need to 

know the numbers in order to provide the bus.   

We would leave here at 12:30pm and return about 6:00pm. 

We are thrilled to announce 

that Michelle, our formed 

Youth Minister, has given 

birth to her second daughter.   

 

Charlotte "Charlie" Joy 

arrived on Friday, May 5, 

2017 at 7:07pm weighing in at 

6lb 13oz .  Mom and baby are 

doing just fine!    

 

                      Happy Mother’s Day Michelle!  

Birth Announcement  
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God’s Hands in Action—St. Teresa’s Tithing 

As individuals we are called to be good and generous 

stewards with God’s manifold gifts.  

Tithing is the means whereby we have the opportunity to 

give thanks to God; with that in mind, the community of St. 

Teresa of Avila tithes weekly.  The donation this week will 

go to the Diocese of Gary’s collection for the National 

Shrine. 

Every diocese in the United Stares has been asked to take up 

a special one-time collection to pay for the completion of the 

Trinity Done at the Basilica of the National Shiner of the 

Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC.  This project 

will finish our nations patronal church which began nearly a 

century ago.   

Stewardship Commission 

Weekly Stewardship Report:  
April 30, 2017 
 
 
 

Budgeted Weekly Collection            $10,000.00 
 
Sunday Collection Received 
 Sunday Offering                $7,826.00 
 Children’s Offering                       $3.00 
 This Week’s On-line Giving               $1,263.00 
 
Total Sunday Collection Received             $9,092.00 
 
Weekly Status (+/-)                            -$908.00 
 
Year to Date Status (+/-)                     +$15,689.00 

Stewardship Report  

Spirituality  

Meditation Group 

There will be two times in the month of May to 

practice Meditation in a group setting. Both will be held 

in the Antioch Room. 

 

Tuesday, May 16, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, May 24, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

 

The sessions will each be an hour of silence consisting of 

two 20 minute Meditation sittings, a 10 minute walking 

Meditation and a 10 minute spiritual reading.  These 

sessions are for anyone over the age of 18. 

 

We will be sitting on chairs or on the floor if that is 

your preference.  Please bring a chair cushion or 

Meditation cushion, whatever is your choice, and a light 

sweater.  Please wear or bring a pair of socks as we will 

remove our shoes prior to entering the prayer space. 

Arrive at least 10 minutes early as we will process into 

the prayer space as a group.  If you have questions I will 

be there a half hour prior.   

 

Please  RSVP at dunedrifter@comcast.net  or call 219-

762-2078 to indicate which date you plan on 

attending.   This is a new experience for us at St. 

Teresa's.  We will grow and learn together.   

Blessings, Jean David  

Weekly Stewardship Report:  
May 7, 2017 
 
Budgeted Weekly Collection            $10,000.00 
 
Sunday Collection Received 
 Sunday Offering                $8,377.00 
 Children’s Offering                       $1.00 
 This Week’s On-line Giving               $3,114.00 
 
Total Sunday Collection Received           $11,492.00 
 
Weekly Status (+/-)                 +$1,492.00 
 
Year to Date Status (+/-)                     +$17,181.00 

God’s Hands in Action 

St. Teresa of Avila Weekly Tithing  

 

St. Teresa’s is a generous community and as such, the 

Stewardship Commission has formed a God’s Hands 

in Action:  Weekly Tithing Committee. 

 

To be more intentional in our giving, this group will 

select organizations that meet the following criteria:   

 Follow the teaching of the Catholic Church 

 Have a local connection 

 

About five years ago we changed our tithing amount to 

$450 weekly and we will continue to donate that 

amount to each organization.   

 

If you have an organization that is close to your heart 

and that meets the guidelines or are interested in 

serving on the committee, please contact the committee 

at saintt.Godshands@gmail.com  

mailto:dunedrifter@comcast.net
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Baptism 

Please join us 

this weekend as 

we welcome 

into our 

community of 

faith through 

the sacrament 

of baptism:  

Lyla Pearl Friday 

Daughter  of  

Katie & Russell 

In the celebration of the sacrament, 

the child meets Jesus in the pouring 

of the water, and we, as a 

community, are renewed in our own 

baptismal promises.  Come celebrate 

and rejoice, for God has been so 

good to us!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

Faith Formation 

We continue on the subject of ministry this 

Tuesday evening as we continue to unpack the mysteries 

of our faith. We will be introducing our neophytes to 

some of the ministry opportunities that we have here at 

St. T's as well as discussing other places where God can 

accomplish His work through us. Thank you for your 

prayers and support for our newest Catholics. God bless! 

 

Whatever you do, do from the heart, as for the Lord and not for others. 

                                                                           

Colossians 3:23 

Vacation Bible School 2017  Marvelous Mystery- Bring Mass Alive for the Children! 

 

Sign-ups online at www.saintt.com.   

 

Payments CAN BE MADE (Memo section of check should read:  VBS) 

 At VBS info tables after Masses   

 In a clearly labeled envelop (VBS) in the donation baskets 

 At the office. 

 By May 31st  Early Sign-up/fee payment ($15)  

 June 1st - June 9th ABSOLUTE DEADLINE ($20)  

 Children must be 5yrs old by June 19th through students entering 5th grade 

Offering of Letters 

 

The Social Justice Commission would like to thank everyone 

who wrote letters to Senator Donnelly, Senator Young, and 

Congressmen Visclosky on restoring money cut from 

international aid and hunger programs. Over one hundred letters were either 

delivered or mailed to their offices.   

American Red Cross Blood 

Drive  

 

The next Blood Drive is set for 

May 22, 2017 from 1:00pm-

7:00pm in Avila Hall. 

Sign up at redcrossblood.org or  

call  1-800-RED-CROSS 

Social Justice 

Café Manna Update 

We would like to thank everyone who participated in the success of our 

meal on Thursday.  We served 296 meals last week.   

 

All Café Manna dishes are available for pick up in the Storage Room located 

off the kitchen area.   

In an effort to reduce the number of unclaimed dishes please 

bring your donation of salad/dessert in a ziplock bag or on a 

paper plate if possible or when you drop off you dish, 

transfer it to one of our dishes and then take your dish home 

with you.   

We are so grateful for your donations!  
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Sponsor of the Week:  

Valpo Care & Rehab  

To view their ad see the back of the bulletin 

and don’t forget to patronize all of our 

sponsors.  They make the bulletin possible.  

Just what is “TIPS”? 

 

TIPS is an acronym for 

Thunderhouse Independent 

Patronage Society which has been in 

existence since the 1970’s and 

supports the Catholic Student 

Center.  

 

There are 100 numbers available at a 

cost of $100 each per year.  Half of 

the proceeds goes towards the 

Student Center to help support the 

many programs that are in place. 

The balance is given away in 

monthly drawings, as well as a 

‘Thank You Dinner’ for supporters.  

St. Teresa of Avila  Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday  
8:30am-3:30pm        

 

Friday:  8:30-12:00pm 
 

saintt.office@gmail.com    
 

1511 LaPorte Ave.  
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

                                
    219-464-4042            
www.saintt.com 

 

A Novena to the Holy Spirit in Advance of Our Diocesan Synod  

TIPS Winners for May 2017 

For Your Information  

#49 Barbara Thomas (150)  

#22 Joe & Dora Clifford (25)  

#37 Kay Koday (25)  

#64 Tony & Kathleen Hahn (25) 

#76 C.J. Ehlers (25)  

May 2017 TIPS Winners 

All Catholics in the Diocese are invited to pray a Novena to 

the Holy Spirit over the course of the nine days that begin on 

Wednesday, May 24.    

Our hope is that this time-honored form of prayer will help us 

prepare for the Diocese of Gary’s first Synod as God would 

have us do so.   

 

A novena recalls the nine days that the Apostles and the Blessed Virgin Mary 

dedicated themselves to prayer between the Ascension and Pentecost Sunday.  

They awaited the Holy Spirit who had been promised to them by Jesus.  It is thus 

appropriate that all of us who cherish the Diocese of Gary participate in a novena 

of this kind as we, too, invoke the guidance of the Holy Spirit.     

Although a novena can be prayed anywhere either on one’s own or in a small 

group, nine parishes will provide a communal focus for this very special Novena 

to the Holy Spirit:  

Holy Angels Cathedral on Wednesday, May 24;  

Sacred Heart in Wanatah on Thursday, May 25;  

St. Paul in Valparaiso on Friday, May 26;  

Sacred Heart in LaPorte on Saturday, May 27;  

Our Lady of Guadalupe in East Chicago on Sunday, May 28;  

Ss. Cyril and Methodius in North Judson on Monday, May 29;  

St. Thomas More in Munster on Tuesday, May 30;  

St. Michael in Schererville on Wednesday, May 31; and  

St. Francis Xavier in Lake Station on Thursday, June 1.     

  

Each of the novena services will begin at 7:00 p.m. with a hymn, Exposition of the Eucharist, and an opening prayer.  

This will be followed, in turn, by a scripture reading unique to the evening, our Synod Prayer, Eucharistic Adoration, 

and prayers of petition.  The evening will close with Benediction, a closing prayer, and a closing hymn.      

All members of the Diocese of Gary are encouraged to join Bishop Hying in praying this Novena to the Holy Spirit, and 

a special invitation is extended to all throughout the Diocese to participate in one or more of the nine public services 

noted above. 

Novena Readings 
 
Day 1:  Genesis 2:4b-10, 18, 21-25  
 (The LORD breathed into the 

Man the breath of life.) 
Day 2: Exodus 19:3-8a, 16, 20b (The 

LORD came down upon Mount 
Sinai before all the people.) 

Day 3:  First Kings 19:11-13a (The LORD 
was heard in the tiny whispering 
sound.) 

Day 4: Proverbs 8:22-31 (I was beside 
him, like a master worker; 
rejoicing before him always.) 

Day 5: Jeremiah 31:31-35 (I will make a 
new covenant, written on their 
hearts.) 

Day 6: Ezekiel 37:1-14 (Dry bones of 
Israel, I will bring spirit into you, 
that you may come to life.) 

Day 7: Joel 3:1-5 (I will pour out my spirit 
upon the servants and 
handmaids.) 

Day 8: Romans 8:22-27 (The Spirit 
intercedes with inexpressible 
groanings.) 

Day 9:  John 7:37-39 (Rivers of living 
water will flow.) 

http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Ascension.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Pentecost.htm

