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 Worship Schedule  Fr. Chris’ Corner  
Dear friends in the Lord, 
 
As we begin this new year I 
would like to give you a little 
update on our current goals 
and strategies. As many of you 
know, the Pastoral Council is a 
key leadership group in the 
parish. Through prayer, study, 
and open dialogue, the 

members of the council collaborate with the 
pastor to help form the vision and goals to meet 
the pastoral and spiritual needs of all the 
parishioners. Our council has 13 members and 
includes representatives from high school, 
college and across the age groups. 
 
For the past year and a half, the Pastoral Council 
has been working diligently in helping us to 
focus our mission and align all our ministry to 
that mission. From all our planning sessions we 
were able to draw on the strengths of our 
community by stating that “St. Teresa of Avila 
Catholic Student Center is a vibrant, welcoming, 
Catholic community serving the students of 
Valparaiso University and our local families. We 
strive to provide a life-changing encounter with 
Christ as we CONNECT, GROW, and SERVE.” 
 
Our first real task was to “survey the landscape” 
here at St. Teresa’s so that we could identify the 
pastoral and spiritual needs of the community. 
From there, we have spent a significant amount 
of time identifying goals to address those needs. 
Some of these goals include: Creating an 
inspired culture of stewardship; developing and 
implementing an organizational structure for 
staff and ministries; identifying and addressing 
issues in our physical spaces; Improving 
communication; and Creating opportunities to 
engage and involve more people. 
 
All of these things are in line with the initiatives 
that have come out of the Synod, and we are 
putting them together into an action plan so 
that we have a course charted out for us through 
the year 2020. We have already been addressing 
several of these goals, and the big task for the 
remainder of this fiscal year is to form and 
engage our five commissions: Parish Life, Peace 
and Social Justice; Spirituality and Worship; 
Education and Formation; and Stewardship.  

Monday,  January 15 
5:15pm 

 
Michael Stasak 
By: Barb Thomas 
 

Tuesday,  January 16 
8:00am 

 
Bill & Bertha 
Davidson  
By: Meg & Bob Davidson 

Wednesday, January 17 
5:15pm 
 

 
Kathy Hall 
By:  Christine Harsh 

Thursday, January 18 

8:00am 
 

 
Priest Intention  
By:  Community  

Friday, January 19 
12:30pm 
 

 
For Those Discerning 
Their Vocation  
By: community 
 

Saturday, January 20 
4:00pm  
 

 
Mary A. Scott  
By: Family 

Sunday, January 21 
8:00am 
 
11:00am 
 
9:00pm 
 

 
Earline Racich 
By: Daughter, Kathy  
Ron & Ginny Bauer 
By: Sarah Leitz 
St. Teresa of Avila 
By: Community  

Reconciliation Schedule  

Wednesday 6:00-6:30pm 

Saturday 2:30-3:30pm 

Fr. Chris’ Corner Continued  

Once we have these commissions in place again, 
we are excited about all the new opportunities 
they will be able to offer to you, our community 
members. Please continue to pray for us as we 
continue to discern God’s will for us here at St. 
Teresa’s. 
 
Faithfully Yours in the Lord, 
Fr. Chris 
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Stewardship Commission 

Reports 

Weekly Stewardship 
Report:  
December 31, 2017 
 
 

Budgeted Weekly Collection                             $10,000.00 
 
Sunday Collection Received 
 Sunday Offering                                               $7,358.00 
 Children’s Offering (Monthly)                        $52.00 
 This Week’s On-line Giving                              $4,496.00 
 
Total Sunday Collection Received                      $11,905.00 
 
Weekly Status (+/-)                                    +$1,905.00 
Year to Date Status (+/-)                                +$7,559.00 
 

Thank you for your generous donations. 

God’s Hands in Action— 
St. Teresa’s Tithing 
 
As individuals we are called to be good and 
generous stewards with God’s manifold gifts. 
Tithing is the means whereby we have the 
opportunity to give thanks to God; with that in 
mind, the community of St. Teresa of Avila tithes 
$450 weekly.   
 
This week our tithing will be donated to Valpo 
Parks Foundation.—Tower Park.   

An Invite from Bishop Hying 

Year-end 
Statements  
 
All your donations are 
tax deductible.  If you 
would like your 
Contribution 
Statement for the year, please contact Chris 
Blane in the office, or place a self-addressed 
stamped envelope in the collection basket 
and she will mail it to you. 
 
We want to thank you for your generosity as 
you help to support our mission. Because of 
your help, we are able to offer a life-changing 
encounter with Christ for all those who walk 
through our doors.  

 
Christmas Collection 
Report 
December 25, 2017 
 
 

  
Budgeted Collection      $25,000.00 
Actual Christmas Collection      $17,712.00 
Status        -$7,288.00 

Weekly Stewardship Report 
January 7, 2018 
 
 
Budgeted Weekly Collection                             $10,000.00 
 
Sunday Collection Received 
 Sunday Offering                                               $9,046.00 
 Children’s Offering (Monthly)                        
 This Week’s On-line Giving                                  $372.00 
 
Total Sunday Collection Received                         $9,418.00 
 
Weekly Status (+/-)                                       -$582.00 
Year to Date Status (+/-)                                +$6,977.00 
 

Thank you for your generous donations. 

Join Our Flock!  
The Diocese of Gary has launched a Flocknote 
account. Flocknote is a way for you to connect 
directly with the diocese through text 
messages or emails. When you sign up, you’ll 
receive links to video messages from Bishop 
Hying, notifications about upcoming events 
and much more. There are two ways to join. 
You can visit www.flocknote.com/
DioceseofGary and follow the sign-up steps. Or, 
you can text the word GARY to the phone 
number 84576, which will take you to the sign-
up page. You don’t have to download an app. 
You don’t have to pay to join.   
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We are now accepting Mass  
intentions for 2018.  
 
If you are interested in offering a 
Mass for someone, here is the in-
formation needed:   

 
1. Name of person for whom the Mass is      
       intended. 
1. Name of person who is offering the Mass.   
2. A stipend of $10 per Mass. 
3. If you have a specific date and Mass time please include that as 

well as a second choice.  
4. Send your request to the office. 
 
This information can be: 
 Put in the collection basket in an envelope labeled MASS IN-

TENTIONS  
 Mail to or dropped off at the office.  
 

What does it mean to have a Mass  
"offered" for someone? 

An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for 
example, in thanksgiving, for the intentions of another person 

(such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of 
the soul of someone who has died.   

Our own Fr. Chris will pay a visit to the RCIA group this 
Monday evening to share his knowledge and insights 
on several topics near and dear to his heart: Holy 
Orders and Vocations.  
 

As we slog through the winter months, please pray that our 
catechumen and candidates will experience the spring sensations 
of new life that Christmas foretold and Easter realizes. God bless! 
 
"It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed 
you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask 

the Father in my name he may give you."   

Social Justice 

Give Blood.  
Help Save 

Lives. 
Monday,  
January 15, 2018 
1:00pm-7:00pm 
Please call  
1-800-RED CROSS  

Café Manna:  Food for the body and soul. 
Thursdays serving from 4:30-6:30pm. 

January    4, 2018 
Number of Meals Served:  247 

 Weekly guest’s donations:   $32.00 

Meal:  Pork Loin, green beans, potatoes  

Liturgy and Worship 

Attention 
Liturgical Ministers: 

EMs 
Lectors  

Sacristans 
Hospitality Ministers! 

 
We are trying something new 
with the Liturgical Ministry 
schedules in 2018.  
 
We are using 
SignUp.com, so 
that you can 
choose the 
dates and times 
that are most 
convenient for 
you.  
 
You should have received an 
email from Kris Conrad, inviting 
you to sign up. The next 
schedule will be from Feb. 3/4 
to March 24/25.  
 
Please sign up for only two slots 
so that everyone will have an 
opportunity to serve. Thank you 
for your continued dedication 
to these ministries.  
 
Questions? 
kristin.conrad@valpo.edu. 
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Sponsor of the Week:    Inman’s Party Center  
To view their ad see the back of the bulletin and don’t forget to patronize all of our sponsors.   

They make the bulletin possible.  

Fleece Jacket Order Form 

Parish Life  

Name Email Phone  Size Payment  

_____________ __________________ ____________ ______ ____________ 

Show your St. T's Spirit by ordering a Fleece Jacket!   

Now available for purchase:  

Navy blue unisex fleece jackets with the new St. T logo on the 
upper left.  

Only $25!!  

Payment must be received to the office no later than  

January 17, 2018. 

If you are interested in 
purchasing one, please 

complete the form below 
or visit saintt.com to 
complete the form.   

 
Either way, payment is 

due to the office by 
JANUARY 17, 2018. 

Unisex Sizes  XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 

Chest Size 32-34 35-38 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 50-53 54-57 

Complete the order form below and submit with payment. 

Health Ministry Invitation 
 
The St. Teresa of Avila Health Ministry believes everyone is called to 
be a good steward of their mind, body, and spirit in order to reach 
their highest God-designed potential. We are also called to support 
each other in community as good stewards. The Health Ministry 
promotes holistic health and wellness through activities that 
support and strengthen the mental, physical, and spiritual needs of 
the St. Teresa community. 
 
If you are interested in helping with this Ministry (with any amount 
of time and talent), please contact Mary Conlisk at 219-405-
7907 or saintt.wellness@gmail.com 

Walk to Bethlehem 
Celebration 
We made it to 
Bethlehem!  Come help us 
celebrate our imaginary 12 
week walk where participants 
prayed and reported their 
miles walked every week.  
 
All are invited to celebrate 
with food and fellowship. 

Sunday, January 21st  
10am -11:00am 
Avila Hall 

tel:(219)%20405-7907
tel:(219)%20405-7907
mailto:saintt.wellness@gmail.com
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My name is Daniel Benjamin and I 
am a Regional Director with ATI 

Physical Therapy.  Currently I live in 
Valparaiso with my wife Cara and 
our three daughters.  We have been 
a part of the Saint Teresa’s 

community for two years now.  I am 
looking to forward to serving the community on the 
Pastoral Council. Go Cubs!! 

Hello all, my name is Jennie 
Kerwin! I am married to Jake (Fr 

Chris’s bff and twin) and we 
have a little girl on the way! I am 
a mental health counselor and 
on my free time I like to spend 

time with our pets, work out, be 
outside, and hang out with our 
family and friends.  

My name is Tara Beere and I have 
been one of the student 

representatives on Pastoral 
Council since spring of 2017!  I 
have been involved with St. T's 
since the beginning of my 

freshman year.  St. T’s has been a 
huge part of who I am at Valpo 
and serving on Pastoral Council 

has added to that experience!  

Hi! My name is Carolyn Mikovich. I 
have been attending St. T’s since 

2010. In 2013 I started attending 
RCIA and was confirmed at the 
Easter Vigil in 2014. I retired from 
healthcare consulting in 2014. 

When I retired, I made a 
commitment to God to be active and involved in the 
church wherever needed. I am currently involved in Cafe 

Mana as a team lead and I coordinate the team for the 9 
pm student mass meals. I am also involved in the Adult 
Faith Formation committee and Scripture Sisters. St. T’s 
is truly my church family and I am honored to serve on 

the Pastoral Council.  

Hi, I am Angie Dominguez.. 
It is truly a blessing to be part of 

the family of God here at St. 
Teresa’s. My husband Alex, our 
children Noey, Alex and Ruben 
and I, have been active 

parishioners since 2015. I am a 
Parish Life Commission 

member, VBS Coordinator and now a new member of 

the Pastoral Council. With each new opportunity to 
serve, has come a deepening of my faith and a greater 
sense of belonging in our parish! 

Hi, my name is Megan Sweet. My family 
has been attending St Teresa's for four 

years since we moved back to the area 
from New Jersey. I grew up in Valpo 
and knew the community all the way 
back to the Thunderhouse days. I have 

been a stay at home mom for our 
daughters. Now that they are teenagers, 
I am enjoying becoming more involved 

in our church community.   

Shortly after being ordained on June 4, 2011 to service in the Diocese of Gary, "Deacon Bob" was 
assigned to serve his community of over 16 years, St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Student Center in 

Valparaiso. Bishop Melczek assigned Bob additional pastoral work with the diocesan Office for 
Youth & Young Adults.  Bob and wife Karen have been actively involved with St. Teresa of Avila for 
nearly twenty-five years. Together they have six children and eight grandchildren. 
Bob is not shy about his love of Scripture and how Christ is alive in our lives today...his mantra is, 

"What do you want me to do for you?" (Mk 10:51) So just ask him! 
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Jill joined St. Teresa’s in 
July 2014 upon moving 
to Valparaiso IN from 

Pittsburgh PA. Jill has 
been married to her 
husband, Bob, for 26+ 
years. They have three 
children: Matthew is 23, 

currently living in Lombard IL; Nicholas is a 
freshman at Purdue University; and Avi is in 
5th grade at Liberty Intermediate School. She 
currently works for Horizon Bank as Vice 
President, Consumer Lending Manager. She 

Hello! I’m Holly, and I am a 
junior civil engineering. 

Though out my time here, 
St. T’s has become a second 
home to me. I have been 
involved with St. T’s since I 

stepped foot in the church, 
which includes being a 
voice for the students at 

Pastoral Council  

Matt is a 2006 Graduate of 
Valparaiso University.  With his 
father, he owns and operates 
a small business in Valpo 
focused on educating retail 
investors on how to self 
manage their portfolios.   

Mark Bader and his wife, 
Shannon, have been members 

of St. Teresa since fall of 2014.  
He has been a member of the 
Pastoral Council since early 
2017 and involved in CRHP. 

They have two married 
daughters and have three 

grandchildren (two granddaughters and one 

grandson). Mark is a retired hospital and practice 
administrator and is an adjunct instructor in business 
and marketing at Ivy Tech. Mark’s hobbies are taichi, 
computing, and piano.  

Dan Buckenmeyer has been 
an active member of St. T's 

since 2015. His relationship 
with our community is 
strengthened by his CRHP 
’15 and ’16 brothers. Dan 

brings to the Council broad 
business leadership and 
development experience as 

well as his strong faith. Dan 
and his wife, Amy, have four 
children.   

Jon McGinty joined St. T’s in 
June 2016.  He is married to 

Kati and they have three 
daughters,:  Ainslee Jane, 
Rori Ruth and Maggie Mae 
and two dogs.  All of which 

keep them very busy!  
Jon grew up on South Side 
of Chicago, attended Queen 

of Martyrs and Brother Rice 
High School Catholic 
Schools and is happy to be 

serving you as a member of the St. T’s Pastoral Council.   


