
              ST. BENEDICT, RIDGELY                                         www.beparish.com                                             ST. ELIZABETH, DENTON         MARCH 30 & 31, 2019                                              FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  
MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

SATURDAY, March 30 
4:30 – 5:10 p.m. St. Elizabeth 

CONFESSIONS 
5:30 p.m. St. Elizabeth 

Virginia Blades 
 

SUNDAY, March 31 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  

7:15 a.m. St. Benedict 
John Podlesny 

8:30 a.m. St. Benedict 
People of the Parish 

11:15 a.m. St. Elizabeth 
Dorothy Bomhoeft 

 

Tuesday, April 2 
9:00a.m. FLC Chapel  

Christy Livezey 
 

Wednesday, April 3 
9:00 a.m. St. Elizabeth 

Intentions of Joseph O’Brien 
 

Thursday, April 4 
9:00a.m.  FLC Chapel  

Theresa Rock 
  

Friday, April 5 
9:00a.m.  St. Elizabeth  

Intentions of Josie Prince 
 

SATURDAY, April 6 
First Saturday Mass  

9:00a.m.  FLC Chapel  
Poor Souls in Purgatory 

4:30 – 5:10 p.m. St. Elizabeth 
CONFESSIONS 

5:30 p.m. St. Elizabeth 
Myrtle Prahl 

 

SUNDAY, April 7 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT  

7:15 a.m. St. Benedict 
People of the Parish 

8:30 a.m. St. Benedict 
Intentions of Josephine Massoni 

11:15 a.m. St. Elizabeth 
Melvin Humphries  

 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT OF 
STEWARDSHIP BACK TO THE LORD  

Weekend of March 23 & 24, 2019 
Envelopes     $ 4,215.00 
Loose      $    794.00    
TOTAL OFFERTORY          $ 5,009.00 
Weekly Budget             $  5,100.00 
Deficit (Below Budget)           ($      91.00)        
  

Easter Flowers     $ 1,306.90 
Poor Box      $    160.20 

 

YEAR- TO-DATE 
Budgeted Offertory          $195,335.48 
Actual Offertory         $187,778.98 
Shortfall         ($  7,556.80) 
 
The stewardship message in the parable of 
the prodigal son is that it is never too late to 
become a good steward.  Blessed is the 
elder brother who had been a good steward 
all along, but, blessed, too, is the prodigal, 
who had to lose all he had in order to 
understand the value of what he’d been 
given.   
 
 

 
 

A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR… 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

In the Gospel of Luke 15 we hear: Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to 
listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying, 
“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So, to them Jesus addressed this 
parable: 
“A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, ‘Father give me the share 
of your estate that should come to me.’ 
 

We heard a few weeks ago, when we read the Gospel of 
the Transfiguration, “This is my beloved Son, listen to 
Him.” Well, today we hear again that listening is taking 
place.  However, this listening is challenged by hearts 
that do not coincide with what is said by Jesus.  Listening 
is an important human endeavor.  Unfortunately, too 
often, the listener believes they are truly listening, but in 
actuality are constructing their own reality based on how 
they are personally hearing with a tinge of defensiveness, 
because they are also making a judgement at that time.  
Rather, should we not be present to what is said and 
then see how it can be applied in our lives, especially if 
what is being said is from God? 

The complex relationship of family is always an intriguing place to dwell within.  The 
dynamics of relationships as placed before us by today’s Gospel also alerts us to the 
varied positions within one family that can exist.  What is most important in this 
relationship? 

Christ teaches us through the parable of our own attitudes that hinder our development 
with our heavenly Father.  Christ teaches us the important element in every relationship 
is forgiveness.  As the son asks for his inheritance in the Gospel today, he is actually 
wishing his father dead and that he be able to separate from him.  This act by the son is 
jarring to any audience – the offense is great.  The father obliges his son out of his own 
love for his son. As we listen to this piece of the story, do we hear what is in the father’s 
heart? Or are we listening just to the words of the self-indulgent son?   

This parable is familiar to us because we hear it often – but have you really listened to 
what is presented without making judgement? Have you been able to engage the words 
with openness and allow them to speak to your heart?  Perhaps take a moment in 
silence and read the gospel over again… and listen to the Word of God and listen to 
yourself and how you are responding or reacting to these words.  Allow time to sit in 
silence and listen to God – what is He saying to you? 

Perhaps you will find yourself puzzled for a bit or even struggling with some internal 
response to what is said.  In the end you will be drawn to the challenge of forgiveness 
and the value God places on having the human being return to Him.  Yes, sometimes 
the journey can be subtle and at times obnoxiously in your face, but in the end, in the 
silence, God calls you back from whence you came, back into His heavenly embrace. 

Let us take seriously what is said by God and Listen as He has instructed – for the 
Kingdom of God is truly at hand. 

Pax Christi, 
Vy. Rev. John B. Gabage, V.F. 
 

LITURGY 
TABERNACLE LIGHT INTENTIONS  
for MARCH 30 through APRIL 12 
St. Benedict Church:  __________________________________________                     
St. Elizabeth Church:  In Memory of Jonathan Eric Jopp 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT       It ain’t over even when it’s over  
Some years back we celebrated a Year of Mercy, opening symbolic doors across the 
Catholic world to convey the idea that prodigals could return at this time, and no hard 
feelings. Many were amazed, a few dismayed, and others took advantage of the offer 
and happily returned. Then the Year of Mercy ended. The doors were closed. Some 
wondered: Are we back now to the Millennium of Judgment? Answer: The door of mercy 
is always open. Our loving God remains on the lookout, even when we are very far off. 
Today's readings: Joshua 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32  

“While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him,  
and was filled with compassion.” 

 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION  
Maureen Duggan-Cassidy, Coordinator of Religious Ed. 

410-634-2253, ext. 4 mduggan@beparish.com 
Religious Ed Classes (Grades 1-10) – Sundays from 9:45-10:50a.m. 

 

Our 10th grade Confirmation students will be going on retreat this coming 
Saturday, April 6th, to the Franciscan Monastery and the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.   Please keep our 10th graders in your 
prayers this week!!   
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION DURING LENT 
THE PIVOTAL PLAYERS ~ This Thursday, April 4th, Deacon Hal Jopp will 
facilitate our second Lenten Adult Faith Formation sessions utilizing Bishop 
Robert Barron’s Pivotal Players series.  At that session, we will explore the life 
of St. Augustine.  Come to the session to view the video and for some lively 
conversation based on the life of this “Pivotal Player” of our Church.   
 

PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE  
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS  

Youth Ministry is selling chocolate-dipped peanut butter, coconut cream, 
and butter cream eggs for $3 each.  A limited supply of chocolate pretzel bark is 
also available for $3 per bag.  Please purchase your treats after Masses to support 
youth activities all year long!  
 

Save the date for our April gathering on Sunday, April 7th from 6-8pm.  We 
will be practicing for our Shadow Stations of the Cross which was a big success 
last year! 
 

Youth Ministry is going to Hershey Park on Sunday, April 28th.  Details can 
be found on the forms that are due to a YM leader no later than Friday, April 12th 
and limited seats are available.  If you don't have a form or have questions, email 
kathryn.belmonte@gmail.com or pick one up at our Super Sunday gathering on 
April 7th from 6-8pm.   
 

SODALITY NEWS  
Items Requested for Easter Basket Project and April Showers for CHOICES 

The Blessed Virgin Mother Ladies’ Sodality is sponsoring two of 
their annual projects:  Easter Baskets for Nursing 
Homes/Homebound and the April Showers Baby Shower in 
support of CHOICES Pregnancy Center.  They are seeking your 
donations in support of these projects.  Please place your 
donations of the following items at the entrance of either church or 

drop them off at the Parish Office:  FOR EASTER BASKETS - small containers of 
lotion & powder, shampoo, after-shave, toothpaste, toothbrushes, crossword/word 
search books, stuffed animals and regular & sugar-free candy (individually-
wrapped); and FOR BABY SHOWER – Bottles, diapers, wipes, formula, baby 
wash/lotion, onesies, etc… Please place donations at the entrance of either 
church or drop them off at the Parish Office.  Easter Basket Donations are needed 
by March 31st and Baby Shower Donations are needed by April 28th.  Thank you!    
 

UPCOMING LENTEN OFFERINGS 
LENTEN ADULT FAITH FORMATION  
Sunday, April 14 ~ 9:45-10:45a.m. in Parish Hall during hospitality   
Viewing of Bishop Robert Barron’s Seven Deadly Sins, Seven 
Lively Virtues series 
  

Thursday evening ~ April 4 – 7:00-9:00p.m.  
w/Deacon Jopp in the Parish Hall  
Pivotal Players ~ St. Augustine 
 

LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE ~  
Wednesday, April 10 – 7pm – St. Benedict Church   
Several area priests will join Fr. Gabage to hear confessions.   
 
 

PARISH COUNCIL/LEADERSHIP NEWS 
PARISH COUNCIL SEEKING NOMINATIONS for MAY ELECTIONS 

3 new members will be elected and 2 will be appointed for the Parish Council in 
late May.  If you are interested in serving on the Council and would like to 
nominate yourself, or if you would like to nominate another parishioner, please 
contact Lori in the Parish Office.  As stated in the St. Benedict/St. Elizabeth Parish 
Council Constitution, “Any lay person is eligible for election to the Council, who 
is a fully initiated and practicing member of the Roman Catholic Church, and 
free of any canonical impediment affecting full participation in the life of the 
Church; and who has attained the age of eighteen (18) years by the date of 
elections; and who is a registered member of the parish.”  Elected members 
serve a 3-year term on the Parish Council.  Appointed members serve a 1-
year term.  Your voice and gifts are needed.  Please consider serving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIFE IN THE PARISH FAMILY 
Sunday, March 31 – 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 Annual Appeal Announcement Weekend 
 2nd Collection – Building Maintenance  
 Social Ministries Passing out Food Bags 
 Hospitality sponsored by BVM Ladies’ 

Sodality – 9:30a.m. – Hall  
 Rel. Ed./RCIA Classes – 9:45-10:50 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 2 
 Divine Mercy Retreat – 7:00 p.m. - Hall  
 Adult Bible Study –7:00p.m. – RR 
Wednesday, April 3 
 Staff Meeting – 10:15a.m. – RR  
 Knights of Columbus Meeting – 7:30p.m. – 

Hall  
Thursday, April 4 
 Adult Bible Study – 9:30 a.m. – RR 
 Lenten Adult Faith Formation – 7-9p.m. – Hall  
Friday, April 5 
 First Friday Benediction after 9:30a.m. Mass 

– SE Church  
 Stations of the Cross – 7p.m. – St. Elizabeth   
Saturday, April 6 
 Confessions – 8:00-8:45a.m. – Pastor’s FLC 

Office  
 First Saturday Mass – 9am – FLC Chapel  
 Sodality Easter Basket Project – 9:30a.m. – 

Hall  
 Confirmation Retreat – Washington, D.C.  
 Rosary – 5pm – SE Church  
Sunday, April 7 – 4th SUNDAY OF LENT 
 Annual Appeal Commitment Weekend 
 Social Ministries Passing out Food Bags 
 Super Sunday Breakfast – 9:30a.m. – Hall  
 Rel. Ed./RCIA Classes – 10:10-10:50 a.m. 
 Confirmation Prep. Class – 10:45a.m. – 10th 

Grade Classroom  
 Youth Ministry Gathering – 6-8pm – Hall  

 

REMEMBERING 
 IN PRAYER THIS WEEK… 

Patricia Brady  Peggy Brittingham  Joan 
Mollick  Terry Franz  Kathleen Green  
Patricia McWilliams  Julia Seiler  Helen Dill  
Cheryl Harris  Judy Edmonston  Edie Crank 
 Patricia Freedman  Sandy Keating  
Michael Alt  Michael Keating  Christina 
Jewell  Debbye Jackson  Kenny Winn  
Clark Johnson  Ken & Carolyn Swain    Janet 
Kibler    Karen Coward    Kelly Presnell   
John Vranich    Ron Safchick   Rita Miedl   
Nelson Owens    Roy Dean    Pat Centofante  
  Tobey McWilliams    Rosemary Foracker    
Agnes Metzler    Cynthia Makas    Ernie 
Blazejak    Mary Redgraves    Alex Wood    
Donnie Riffle    James Coleman    Rick 
Schwab   George Simacourbe   Delaney Tull 
 Charles Roller    David Agee, Sr.    Sue 
Lappin    Josie Prince  
 

VOCATION REFLECTIONS ~ 
“We are ambassadors for Christ,” St. Paul 
tells the Corinthians in today’s second reading, 
“as if God were appealing through us.”  In every 
generation, God calls some men to serve in a 
formal way as His ambassadors, preaching the 
good news, celebrating the Sacraments, leading 
His holy people as they strive to grow closer to 
their Lord.  If you are a man between the ages of 
18 and 49 and believe that God might be calling 
you to serve as a priest, call or write Fr. Norm 
Carroll, Diocesan Vocation Director (302-573-
3113, vocations@cdow.org).  Be sure to visit our 
website: www.cdow.org/vocations.  
 

 

 

 

 



  

FLOCKNOTE SIGN-UP ~ If you haven’t yet signed up for Flocknote, we encourage you to do so.  
Flocknote is service that our parish uses to communicate with you about parish liturgies and events.  To 
sign-up, go to www.flocknote.com/BEPARISH OR text the word BEPARISH to 84576 from your phone 
to subscribe.   
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE/COMMUNITY  
2019 Annual Catholic Appeal –“AS I HAVE DONE FOR YOU, YOU SHOULD ALSO DO” 
The 2019 Annual Catholic Appeal will be conducted in parishes throughout the diocese next weekend. Funds 
generated by the Appeal provide pastoral, charitable, and educational ministries to tens of thousands of people 
in our 12-County diocese. As members of St. Benedict/St. Elizabeth Parish we are proud to be part of the 
Church of Wilmington. As members, it is important that we reach out in service to others by sharing our 
resources. Just as we are one in the Body of Christ, we must remember that we are one with other parishes and 
the diocese. The Annual Catholic Appeal offers us a chance to work in collaboration to care for the Church by 
sharing the gifts God has granted us.  Our Parish target is $46,000. Your financial support also provides funding 
for your parish since 50% of monies collected above our target will be returned for our own ministerial needs. 
 
Please give prayerful consideration to your resources as well as the thousands of individuals and families who 
receive needed assistance through the 37 ministries supported by the Annual Catholic Appeal. Decide ahead of 

time the contribution you wish to make this year and come to church next weekend prepared to offer your support. You can learn more about 
the 2019 Annual Catholic Appeal by looking at the campaign information handout in today’s bulletin or by visiting the diocesan website at 
www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal. 
 
Answer Bishop Malooly’s Invitation to Journey to the Kingdom. 
Bishop Malooly invites youth, young adults, and families from all parishes and schools to join him as we come together for the tenth annual 
Pilgrimage on Saturday, April 13, 2019. Pilgrims from across the diocese will carry the diocesan pilgrimage cross through the streets of 
Wilmington with the Bishop as a representation of Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem and His journey on Good Friday to Calvary. The day begins at St. 
Elizabeth Parish (809 S. Broom St., Wilmington DE) with opening prayer and a concert featuring Ben Walther at 10:30 am. We conclude with 
the 5pm Mass, also at St. Elizabeth. Don’t miss this great opportunity to wrap up your Lenten journey with hundreds of your peers. Cost for the 
day is $15 per person or $45 max per family (bring your own lunch). To register, please contact Lori Parks in the Parish Office. For more 
information, visit www.cdowcym.org. Registration deadline is April 5, 2019. 
 
HISTORIC BERLIN & SCENIC SOUTHERN POLAND ~ September 17-30 with Fr. Tom Flowers.  Visit the Berlin Wall, the world’s tallest statue 
of Christ (178 feet), the miraculous Eucharistic Host at St. Jacek in Legnica, the Basilica of Our Lady, Queen of Families, the shrine of the Black 
Madonna, the Nazi death campt at Auschwitz, a 1000-year old salt mine, and the inspiring wonders of Krakow & Zakopane.  For complete 
intinerary, contact Lori Parks in the parish office or contact Fr. Flowers at stjudelewes.org or 302-382-0914.   
 
RACHELS VINEYARD CATHOLIC RETREAT ~ The next retreat is May 3-5, 2019 at the Malvern Retreat House.  The retreat weekend is a 
beautiful opportunity for emotional and spiritual healing for any woman or man who has struggled with abortion.  For more information, contact 
Nan Freeman at 302-333-1904 or visit rachelsvineyard.org.   
 

MUDDY PRINCESS 5K OBSTACLE MUD RUN on MAY 19 ~  
Help raise funds for CHOICES PREGNANCY CENTER 
Grab your mothers, sisters, daughters and besties to have the time of your lives while raising money for a great 
cause!  We are harnessing our fiercest girl-power to tackle the MUDDY PRINCESS 5K Obstacle Mud Run on May 
19, 2019.  NO COMPETITION.  NO TIMING.  NO PRESSURE.  It’s just plain FUN and teamwork and laughing your 
head off!  Once you decide you are brave enough to take on the challenge with us, start gathering your supporters 
who will literally pay to see you get muddy.  It’s a great cause, because we are getting MUDDY FOR LIFE!  Don’t 
want to get muddy?  Sponsor someone who will!  To register or to donate visit give.classy.org/choicesmuddyforlife.  
Or, visit www.cpcministry.org or call 410-822-1869 for more information.   
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 


