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Dear St. Raphael Parishioners, 
 

 God’s House for all Peoples:  All three readings this Sunday say something about 
God reaching out to the Gen les.  The word “gen les” simply means “the na ons” and 
it was how the Jews referred to the rest of the world.  In the early centuries of the Old 
Testament, the Israelites kept their distance from other na ons, in order to avoid pagan 
influences.  As world history developed, the Jews found themselves surrounded by 
powerful empires too strong to be overcome.  The Jews became a ny island of 
monotheism (one God) in an ocean of paganism.  But Jesus brought a new reality:  it 

would be possible to teach all na ons about the one true God, and convert them.  
 
The centuries have proven Jesus correct; there are more Chris ans in the world today than any 

other religion.  But as our modern, wealthy society grows apathe c about religion in general, Catholics 
need to reach out in ways not unlike the earliest Chris ans.  Jesus tests the Canaanite woman in today’s 
gospel, probably to measure her sincerity and understanding.  Some ancient pagans had terrible prac ces 
in their cultures, which the Jews were well aware of.  The apostles were more surprised by Jesus working 
a miracle for this person than they were by his ini al avoidance of her.  There are social circles in our 
modern world equally ignorant of God as the ancient pagan cultures.  But God seeks to save all souls.  
Historically, Chris anity has grown by reaching those cultures that most need the Good News of Christ.  
Some mes those are the people that seemed least likely to accept the Gospel.  God always finds a way. 

 
Another Summer Nears Comple on:   Each year in August, I get surprised when our students tell 

me their school year starts on Monday.  This year was no excep on, although I’m pre y sure it is only the 
High Schools star ng that early.  The grade schools will be off and running in a week or so.  I suppose it’s a 
cliché to men on how quickly Summer passes.  It’s also a cliché that me passes quickly when we are 
having fun, but both of those old sayings come true most summers.  I hope you all had a chance to get 
your recrea on me this Summer, whether it was a vaca on trip or something different. I expect to take 
some me off in September. 

 
Our parish picnic was cancelled twice due to weather.  At the me, we thought about having it in 

September when the weather is generally nice.  As I am wri ng this, we are considering Sunday, 
September 10 for the picnic.  More news to come! 

 
Religious Educa on:  Another sign of Summer’s end is the start of St. Raphael’s Religious 

Educa on program.  Our volunteer teachers and staff will meet this Tuesday, August 23 at 6:30 pm.  The 
“start of the year” mee ng for parents is the following week, August 30, at the same me.  There is s ll 

me for parents to sign up your children for the year, but please get it done this week or next.  
 
God bless, 
 

Fr. Ma hew  



Registrations	are	still	being	accepted	for	the	2023-2024	Religious	Education	Program.	
	

Classes begin: Wednesday, September 6, 2023 at 6:30 pm (Millburn Middle School). 
Parent Mee ng: Wednesday, August 30, 2023 at 6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall in the church). 

The program meets regularly on Wednesday evening from 6:30 to 7:30 pm at 
Millburn Middle School, 640 Freedom Way, Lindenhurst, IL 60046. 

 

Religious Educa on involves students from Kindergarten to 8th grade.  Students prepare for the 
recep on of the Sacraments of First Reconcilia on and First Holy Communion during the second 
semester of 2nd grade. Students are required to have at least 2 years of religious educa on prior to the 
receipt of the sacraments. 

 
 

The Confirma on prepara on program is a two-year program which meets in 7th and 8th grades. 
Students a end at least two years of religious educa on and complete service and other ac vi es to 
prepare for receipt of the Sacrament at the end of the 8th grade. High school students may join these 
classes to prepare for Confirma on. Students preparing for the sacraments must a end in-person 
learning on Wednesday nights. 
 
 

The eLearning op on is available for students in grades 3 to 6 who are not preparing for sacraments. 
Requests for eLearning should accompany registra on paperwork. 

 

The cost of the Program is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Submi ng Paperwork for Registra on 
 

Submit registra on paperwork to be enrolled in the program.  Prepara on for the start of classes has 
begun.  Textbooks, materials, class sizes, and volunteers all need to be organized for the start of classes 
in September. Registra on paperwork has been emailed to families in the program last year.  If you are 
new to the parish and/or the Religious Educa on Program you may pick up paperwork at the Parish 
office or you may also find it on the parish website. 

 
 

All families planning to enroll in religious educa on should complete the registra on paperwork and 
send it in via email or post office. If you are considering the eLearning op on, please complete the 
registra on paperwork and request for this op on at the me of registra on. Registra on paperwork 
can also be dropped off at the Parish office. The Parish office is open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
from 9:00 am un l 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays. You may enter the Parish office through the 
southernmost front door of the church where a doorbell camera is installed.  
 
 

For more informa on about the St. Raphael the Archangel Religious Educa on Program, or if you have 
ques ons, please contact: Anne e Wynn religiouseduca on@straphaelcatholic.org. 

Students 
per family 

Tui on 
per family 

Fees per 
student 

Late fees per stu-
dent (added a er 
July 1st) 

Total 

1 $200 $50 $25 $275 
2 $200 $100 $50 $350 
3 $200 $150 $75 $425 
4 $200 $200 $100 $500 
Etc.         
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Family	Faith	Formation	Group	–	Upcoming	Events	
 

Children’s Book Drive 
It is almost me!  Next week the Family Faith Forma on (F3) Group will host a 
Make a Difference Event at St. Raphael the Archangel Church to benefit 
Bernie’s Book Bank.  Children can benefit from your generous tax-deduc ble 
dona on of new or gently used books.  Now is a great me to repurpose those 
books on your shelves to help those in need as you prepare and make room 
for new materials for the school year! 
 

Reading is the single most important skill a child needs, yet many children lack 
access to books, especially books of their own. Bernie’s Book Bank provides 
free quality books for children to build personal libraries.  Since 2009 they have 

distributed more than 24 million free books.  With a goal of distribu ng books to 25,000 more children this 
year, they urgently need books! 
 

We ask that you consider dona ng new and gently used children’s books (birth-6th grade reading level) 
during our book drive.  Children’s picture books, board books, recent non-fic on and chapter books are all 
appreciated.  (Please note, Bernie’s Book Bank cannot use ac vity books, coloring books, dic onaries, 
textbooks or foreign language books other than Spanish.)   
 

When:  20 mins before and a er all weekend Masses on the following dates:   
August 26th& 27th;   Sept. 2nd & 3rd;   Sept. 9th & 10th 
 

If your family would also like to help collect or sort donated books during this event, please contact Suzie 
(suzieteal@gmail.com) or Donna (FamilyFaithFormation@gmail.com).   
 

This is a great opportunity to meet other parish families while helping those in need.  For those looking to 
earn service hours, bring your form or we can provide one for you!  
 

We will host a Family Movie Night to kick off the Book Drive!  Bring a children’s book to donate 
and see a movie for free on Friday, August 25th at 7pm. We will have a large screen theater 
experience right here at St. Raphael’s and will be showing The Super Mario Bros. Movie to also 
celebrate as many of the kids will have finished their first week back to school.  Light 
refreshments will be available.   

 

Note: These are not drop off events as the inten on is to provide opportuni es for families to get to know 
each other in our parish while growing in our faith together through service and fellowship. 
 

1 This Photo (h ps://www.bundabergnow.com/2020/10/20/childers-state-school-book-dona on/) by 
Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY (h ps://crea vecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/) 
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Altar	and	Rosary	Sodality 
 

Summer is ending and school is starting up again. ARS's summer break is also ending and our 
next business meeting will be Monday, September 25 at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall, 
preceded by the Rosary at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. There are no dues and we love new faces. 
Please plan to join us. 

 

The Book Club is also starting up again. We will meet on Thursday, September 28 at 6:00 pm to discuss 
Rachel and Leah, the third book in the Orson Scott Card's Women of Genesis series. New ladies are 
welcome. Contact the office for details if you would like to join us. 



St. Raphael The Archangel  Mass Schedule and Times 
 

Weekday: 8:30 am (Monday-Saturday am);  Saturday: 4:00 pm 
Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 

St. Raphael the Archangel Office Hours 
The Church Office is open Monday - Thursday from 9:00 am un l 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays. 

 

Confession :  Saturday a ernoons from 3 - 3:40 pm. 

 

Bap sm:  Registered parishioners should contact the parish office at 847-395-3474. 

 

Marriage Prepara on:  Registered and suppor ng members should call the office. A date should not be 
set un l consul ng the pastor. 

Worship	&	Spiritual	Life	Schedule	
Mass	Times	for	August	26-27,	2023	

Mass Times 4:00 pm 
Saturday 

9:00 am 
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Sunday 

Clergy Fr. Jim Merold 
Dcn. Bob Ochsner 

Fr. Ma hew Kowalski 
Dcn. Greg Webster 

Fr. Ma hew Kowalski 
Dcn. Greg Webster 

Lector Marie Huml John Boldt Greg Robak 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Garry Ryan Gidget Leable Bill Booker 

Altar Servers 3 Open 
M. Dadivas 

O. Fillipp 
B. Pumala 

R. Edran 
G. Muzones 
M. Muzones 

Ushers 

Dan Bulicek 
Paul Pavelski 

Ken Van Bergen 
1 Open 

Peter Dadivas 
Bob Forster  

Tom Heinrich 
Fritz Meyers 

Mark Mrowiec 
Rafael Muzones 

2 Open 

Fellowship Karen Hopkins Lilian Dadivas Mary Mrowiec 

 

Each year, many thousands of adults in America a end OCIA and enter the Church at Easter me. Deacon 
Greg Webster leads the OCIA sessions which begin in the Fall. Call the parish office today, or contact 
Greg:  gwebster@archchicago.org or 847.395.3474. 



Please pray for those in our parish and community who are sick: 

St. Raphael the Archangel  
Serving in the Armed Forces  

 

The names of ac ve duty military personnel from the St. Raphael community are listed below. We keep 
them in our thoughts and prayers as they protect our country and freedom. Please no fy the parish office 
if you would like to add someone to the list or if your service person is no longer ac ve in the military. 

 

Captain Nicholas A. DeSilvia, U. S. Air Force 
1 LT Mary Claire Lindroth, U.S. Army 
SFC Robert L. Ochsner III, U.S. Army 

1 LT Sarah Ochsner, U.S. Army 

Wayne Fracke  
Janusz Kowalski 
Bill Hutchings 
Donna Wendt 
Anne Laredo 

Tom Tomasello, Jr. 
Belen Kling 

Kim Webster 
Fr. Art Ma ox  

Frank Wihtelich 

Richard Biel 
Mary Lou Biel 

Residents of Rolling Hills 

In	Loving	Memory	of	our	recently	deceased	parishioner	
Arlene Siegel (wife of Carl Siegel) May God’s perpetual light shine upon her. 

Mass	Intentions	
Week of August 20, 2023  Requested by: 

Saturday, August 19, 2023 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
† Sebas an Bartosz Kowalski 

 

The People of St. Raphael 
Janusz Kowalski 

 

Sunday, August 20, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 

† Alden Arul Rajan 
 

† Regina & Tadeusz 
Michalowski 

The Arul Rajan Family 
 

The Robak Family 
 

Monday, August 21, 2023 8:30 am The Muzones & Lasquerty 
Families The Edran Family 

Tuesday, August 22, 2023 8:30 am † Helen Musache The Anen Family 
Wednesday, August 23, 

2023 8:30 am † Vicente Hernando Evelyn Ong 

Thursday, August 24, 2023 8:30 am Living & Deceased Members 
of Arnone & Herbet Families Joe Arnone 

Friday, August 25, 2023 8:30 am † Gayle Thielke The Payonk Family 

Saturday, August 26, 2023 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
† Karl Grubert 

 

† Robert Ringelstein 
Tina Grubert 

 

Sandy Czerwinski 

Sunday, August 27, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
† Gladys & Donald Cherry 

 

The People of St. Raphael 
Dawn Cherry 
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Life	Witness	Seminar,	Monday, August 28th 6:30 pm-8:30 pm 
St. Dismas Church, 2600 Sunset Ave., Waukegan, IL 

Pizza and Drinks will be provided.  
 

We are excited to present a Life Witness Seminar, a class to help you be a witness for life amidst a 
culture of death. Learn how to save babies from abor on on the front lines of the ba le for life!  

 

Our presenters are Ann Scheidler of Pro-Life Ac on League and Dan Miller of Pro-Life Wisconsin. Ann 
helped found the Pro-Life Ac on League with her late husband, Joe Scheidler in 1980 and is a frequent 
speaker on pro-life ac vism and sidewalk counseling. Dan Miller of Pro-Life Wisconsin has logged over 
6,000 hours sidewalk counseling at abor on facili es since 2010, personally witnessing over 1,000 
babies saved, including his godson, Joseph.  

 

Learn the basics of how to counsel those who are contempla ng abor on and how to peacefully and 
prayerfully win their hearts for life. A er this training, we know you can and will save lives. Sign up at 

h ps://e.givesmart.com/events/xuQ/. Ques ons?  Contact Leslie at (847)951-1064 

Dear	Brothers	and	Sisters	in	Christ,	
 

Blest Art will be visi ng your parish on behalf of the Chris an families in 
Bethlehem, Pales ne. Our mission is to support those families in the Holy 
Land. When Blest Art visits your parish, we will have hand-carved na vity 
sets, statues, crosses, rosaries, and many other pieces of beau ful olive 
wood art. Please visit our display at your parish,  
Saturday & Sunday, September 2nd and 3rd, 2023 A er each Mass  
We gladly accept cash, checks, and all major credit cards. 

Fa ma Tour For Peace to Visit Archdiocese of Chicago  
Interna onal Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fa ma 

World Apostolate of Fa ma USA—Our Lady’s Blue Army 
 

The Interna onal Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fa ma will visit Archdiocese of Chicago parishes 
September 7-18, 2023. Each parish will offer opportuni es for visits and devo ons. Check 
each parish’s website for more informa on.  
 

September 7  St. Joseph Parish, 114 N. Lincoln Ave., Round Lake  
September 8 St. Walter Parish, 130 W. Pine Ave., Roselle (Diocese of Joliet) 
September 9 Christ our Hope Parish, 770 Deerfield Rd., Highland Park   
September 10 St. Ansgar Parish, 2040 Laurel Ave., Hanover Park   
September 12 St. Zachary Parish, 567 W. Algonquin Rd., Des Plaines 
September 13 St. Peter Parish, 27551 Volo Village Rd., Volo  
September 14 Our Lady of the Wayside, 450 S. Mitchell Ave., Arlington Heights 
September 16 St. Marcelline Parish, 822 S. Springinsguth Rd., Schaumburg 
September 17 Santa Maria del Popolo Parish,116 N. Lake St., Mundelein   
September 18 St. Mary of Perpetual Help, 1039 W. 32ndSt., Chicago   
 

Learn more about the tour and the statue at www.fa matourforpeace.com.  
For informa on, contact Jorie or Patch Aluquin, 630-272-3344. 
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