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Dear St. Raphael Parishioners, 
 

 Who do you say Jesus is?   The Lord asks two seemingly simple ques ons to his 
apostles.  What are the people in the crowds saying about Him?  And then, what do the 
apostles themselves know about Jesus?  The answers to these ques ons are more 
important than we might realize.  Not that Jesus was concerned with the opinions 
others had about him.  Jesus was God’s Divine Word incarnate, and nobody on earth 
had authority to pass judgement on him.  But Jesus also had the task of making God’s 
word known to mankind, and in that sense he needed to overcome some 

misunderstandings that people had about a messiah. 
 
Some people thought of Jesus as a great prophet.  This showed a par al understanding, as a 

prophet speaks in the name of God, and so did Christ.  But no prophet, Elijah or Jeremiah or anyone else, 
had authority equal to our Lord.  A true prophet might speak for God, but he is s ll just a man.  One 
major world faith today (Islam) considers Jesus a prophet, but this is not a full understanding of Christ.  

 
Jesus also needed to avoid the common Jewish expecta on of a victorious military messiah.  This 

is probably why Jesus o en says “tell no one” that he is the Christ, i.e., the messiah.  Jesus drew large 
crowds to hear his teachings, but when the crowds got too excited about his miracles he would withdraw 
into the wilderness.  Star ng an armed rebellion against Rome was definitely not in His plan. 

 
Even in the world today, we need to avoid these common mistakes about Jesus.  Jesus is not one 

spiritual teacher among others.  The Gospels are not an ingredient to be mixed with other beliefs, they 
are the defini ve revela on of God.  On the other extreme, we must not think of Jesus as a “problem-
solver” or rich uncle who grants wishes.  We understand Jesus Christ correctly when we understand his 
saving death and Resurrec on. 

 
The ques on of who Jesus is cannot be avoided in our modern world.  Knowledge of Him has 

spread to every na on and culture.  Very few people can claim to have never heard of Jesus Christ.  It 
would be a bad decision for anyone to ignore the ques on, or answer it without at least some 
delibera on. 

 
Religious Educa on Parents Mee ng:  This Wednesday, August 30 at 6:30 pm. See the RE page in 

this bulle n.  
 
Parish Picnic Sept 10.  Will the weather allow our picnic to finally become  a reality?  We are 

be ng on September 10.  As usual, we will need some volunteer help.  This might be a good way for 
students to get some service hours early in the school year. 

 
God bless us, 

 

Fr. Ma hew  
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Registrations	are	still	being	accepted	for	the	2023-2024	Religious	Education	Program.	
	

Classes begin: Wednesday, September 6, 2023 at 6:30 pm (Millburn Middle School). 
Parent Mee ng: Wednesday, August 30, 2023 at 6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall in the church). 

The program meets regularly on Wednesday evening from 6:30 to 7:30 pm at 
Millburn Middle School, 640 Freedom Way, Lindenhurst, IL 60046. 

 

Religious Educa on involves students from Kindergarten to 8th grade.  Students prepare for the 
recep on of the Sacraments of First Reconcilia on and First Holy Communion during the second 
semester of 2nd grade. Students are required to have at least 2 years of religious educa on prior to the 
receipt of the sacraments. 

 
 

The Confirma on prepara on program is a two-year program which meets in 7th and 8th grades. 
Students a end at least two years of religious educa on and complete service and other ac vi es to 
prepare for receipt of the Sacrament at the end of the 8th grade. High school students may join these 
classes to prepare for Confirma on. Students preparing for the sacraments must a end in-person 
learning on Wednesday nights. 
 
 

The eLearning op on is available for students in grades 3 to 6 who are not preparing for sacraments. 
Requests for eLearning should accompany registra on paperwork. 

 

The cost of the Program is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Submi ng Paperwork for Registra on 
 

Submit registra on paperwork to be enrolled in the program.  Prepara on for the start of classes has 
begun.  Textbooks, materials, class sizes, and volunteers all need to be organized for the start of classes 
in September. Registra on paperwork has been emailed to families in the program last year.  If you are 
new to the parish and/or the Religious Educa on Program you may pick up paperwork at the Parish 
office or you may also find it on the parish website. 

 
 

All families planning to enroll in religious educa on should complete the registra on paperwork and 
send it in via email or post office. If you are considering the eLearning op on, please complete the 
registra on paperwork and request for this op on at the me of registra on. Registra on paperwork 
can also be dropped off at the Parish office. The Parish office is open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
from 9:00 am un l 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays. You may enter the Parish office through the 
southernmost front door of the church where a doorbell camera is installed.  
 
 

For more informa on about the St. Raphael the Archangel Religious Educa on Program, or if you have 
ques ons, please contact: Anne e Wynn religiouseduca on@straphaelcatholic.org. 

Students 
per family 

Tui on 
per family 

Fees per 
student 

Late fees per stu-
dent (added a er 
July 1st) 

Total 

1 $200 $50 $25 $275 
2 $200 $100 $50 $350 
3 $200 $150 $75 $425 
4 $200 $200 $100 $500 
Etc.         

Twenty- irst	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	 	 August	27,	2023	 St.	Raphael	the	Archangel	



St. Raphael The Archangel  Mass Schedule and Times 
 

Weekday: 8:30 am (Monday-Saturday am);  Saturday: 4:00 pm 
Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 

St. Raphael the Archangel Office Hours 
The Church Office is open Monday - Thursday from 9:00 am un l 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays. 

 

Confession :  Saturday a ernoons from 3 - 3:40 pm. 

 

Bap sm:  Registered parishioners should contact the parish office at 847-395-3474. 

 

Marriage Prepara on:  Registered and suppor ng members should call the office. A date should not be 
set un l consul ng the pastor. 
 

Each year, many thousands of adults in America a end OCIA and enter the Church at 
Easter me. Deacon Greg Webster leads the OCIA sessions which begin in the Fall. Call 
the parish office today, or contact Greg:  gwebster@archchicago.org or 847.395.3474. 

Altar	and	Rosary	Sodality 
 

Summer is ending and school is starting up 
again. ARS's summer break is also ending and 
our next business meeting will be Monday, 
September 25 at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall, preceded by the Rosary at 6:30 pm in 
the sanctuary. There are no dues and we love 
new faces. Please plan to join us. 
 

The Book Club is also starting up again. We 
will meet on Thursday, September 28 at 6:00 
pm to discuss Rachel and Leah, the third book 
in the Orson Scott Card's Women of Genesis 
series. New ladies are welcome. Contact the 
office for details if you would like to join us. 
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Third	Annual	Mass	of	Remembrance,	Saturday,	September	23	at	the	8:30	am	Mass	

	

This Mass is sponsored by the Altar & Rosary Sodality Women's Group to pray for all 
members of our Parish who have passed away during the last year as well as any 
deceased family members of the ARS group. We will have breakfast at a local restaurant 
afterwards. All	parishioners	are	welcome	to	attend. 

 
 
 
 
 

PARISH PICNIC 
Sunday, September 10 

 

We have rescheduled our parish picnic for 
Sunday, September 10. Everyone is welcome to 
join us on the parish grounds following the 11:00 
am Mass.   
 

The Knights will be grilling hamburgers, hot dogs, 
brats, but we are asking  parishioners to donate a 
side dish. Drop yours off before the 11:00 am 
Mass, if a ending that Mass, or bring it with you 
to the picnic. We will have tables set up for drop 
off.  
 

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for 
coordina ng the picnic planning. Sign up to 

volunteer on the parish website.  
 

Pray for good weather! 



Family	Faith	Formation	Group:		Book	Drive	Starting	this	Weekend	
	

Children’s Book Drive:  IT IS TIME! The Family Faith Forma on (F3) 
Group is hos ng a Make a Difference Event at St. Raphael the 
Archangel Church to benefit Bernie’s Book Bank.  Children can benefit 
from your generous tax-deduc ble dona on of new or gently used 
books.  Now is a great me to repurpose those books on your shelves 
to help those in need as you prepare and make room for new 
materials for the school year! 

 

Reading is the single most important skill a child needs, yet many 
children lack access to books, especially books of their own. Bernie’s 
Book Bank provides free quality books for children to build personal 
libraries.  Since 2009 they have distributed more than 24 million free 
books.  With a goal of distribu ng books to 25,000 more children this 

year, they urgently need books! We ask that you consider dona ng new and gently used children’s books 
(birth-6th grade reading level) during our book drive.  Children’s picture books, board books, recent non-
fic on and chapter books are all appreciated.  (Please note, Bernie’s Book Bank cannot use ac vity books, 
coloring books, dic onaries, textbooks or foreign language books other than Spanish.)   

 

When:  20 mins before and a er all weekend masses on the following dates:   

 

August 26th& 27;   Sept. 2 & 3;   Sept. 9th & 10th 
 

If your family would also like to help collect or sort donated books during this event, please contact Suzie 
(suzieteal@gmail.com) or Donna (FamilyFaithFormation@gmail.com).   
 

This is a great opportunity to meet other parish families while helping those in need.  For those looking to 
earn service hours, bring your form or we can provide one for you!  
 

1 This Photo h ps://www.wovenbywords.com/2017/04/dk-books-in- me-for-easter.html by Unknown 
Author is licensed under CC BY-ND (h ps://crea vecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/) 
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2023 Annual Catholic Appeal August Update 
 

The Annual Catholic Appeal is an invita on for every Catholic family to respond with a 
generous heart. Your gi  will provide inspira on, educa on, and services to the less 
fortunate in our Archdiocese and throughout the world. The 2023 Annual Catholic 

Appeal is open during the year for dona ons to support these ministries. You may contribute through our 
regular collec on or online at our St. Raphael website throughout 2023. 
 

Our 2023 Parish Goal: $23,027 
2023 Amount Pledged: $21,280 
Last Year’s Collec on: $24,850 

 

Thank you for your generosity toward this important ministry. 

St.	Raphael	the	Archangel	Parish	Choir	
The Parish Choir will resume regular singing a er Labor Day. We will have a start-up rehearsal on 
Wednesday, September 6 at 7pm, followed by singing at the 11am Mass on September 10. Rehearsals will 
then be prior to and a er each Mass we sing. If you are interested in joining the choir, please contact the 
parish office. No formal musical experience is needed to join. 



Please pray for those in our parish and community who are sick: 

St. Raphael the Archangel Serving in the Armed Forces  
 

The names of ac ve duty military personnel from the St. Raphael community are listed below. We keep 
them in our thoughts and prayers as they protect our country and freedom. Please no fy the parish office 
if you would like to add someone to the list or if your service person is no longer ac ve in the military. 
 

Captain Nicholas A. DeSilvia, U. S. Air Force 
1 LT Mary Claire Lindroth, U.S. Army 
SFC Robert L. Ochsner III, U.S. Army 

1 LT Sarah Ochsner, U.S. Army 

Wayne Fracke  
Janusz Kowalski 
Bill Hutchings 
Anne Laredo 

Tom Tomasello, Jr. 
Belen Kling 

Kim Webster 
Fr. Art Ma ox  

Frank Wihtelich 
Richard Biel 

Mary Lou Biel 
Residents of Rolling Hills 

In Loving Memory of our recently deceased parishioner 
Donna Wendt (Mother of Joel and Donna Wendt) 

May God’s perpetual light shine upon her. 

Mass	Intentions	

Week of August 27, 2023  Requested by: 

Saturday, August 26, 2023 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
† Karl Grubert 

 

† Robert Ringelstein 
Tina Grubert 

 

Sandy Czerwinski 

Sunday, August 27, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
† Gladys & Donald Cherry 

 

The People of St. Raphael 
Dawn Cherry 

 

 

Monday, August 28, 2023 8:30 am St. Jude &  
St. Anthony of Padua Ruth Blood 

Tuesday, August 29, 2023 8:30 am † Ann Cheatham Kimberly Allen 

Wednesday, Aug 30, 2023 8:30 am † Benjamin Jahns Bernade e Jahns 

Thursday, August 31, 2023 8:30 am † Fr. William Costello Victoria Cardenas 

Friday, September 1, 2023 8:30 am † Theodore & Elizabeth 
Swambar Jim & Karen Swambar 

Saturday, Sept 2, 2023 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
The Siron Family 

 

The People of St. Raphael 
Evelyn Ong 

 

 

Sunday, Sept 3, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 

Frank Wihtelich’s  
90th Birthday 

 

Ravianne Edran & Ivy Edran 

Lorrie Wihtelich 
 

 
The Edran Family 



Worship	&	Spiritual	Life	Schedule	
Mass	Times	for	September	2-3,	2023	

Mass Times 4:00 pm 
Saturday 

9:00 am 
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Sunday 

Clergy Fr. Ma hew Kowalski Fr. Ma hew Kowalski 
Dcn. John Haderlein 

Fr. Ric Halvorson 
Dcn. Bob Oschner 

Lector Brian Bulicek Ma hew Jerina Elizabeth Simu s 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Donna Pavelski Victoria Cardenas Melissa Tebben 

Altar Servers 3 Open 
E. Marry 
T. Marry 
1 Open 

G. Muzones 
J. Simu s 
N. Simu s 

Ushers 

Dennis Civic 
Joseph Costa 
Peter Dadivas 
Paul Pavelski 

Vicky Cardenas 
Tom Heinrich 

Jim Sitko 
1 Open 

Rich Josten 
Mark Mrowiec 

2 Open 

Fellowship Lilian Dadivas Open Open 



Life	Witness	Seminar,	Monday, August 28th 6:30 pm-8:30 pm 
St. Dismas Church, 2600 Sunset Ave., Waukegan, IL; Pizza and Drinks will be provided.  

Sign up at  h ps://e.givesmart.com/events/xuQ/. Ques ons?  Contact Leslie at (847)951-1064 

Dear	Brothers	and	Sisters	in	Christ,	
 

Blest Art will be visi ng your parish on behalf of the Chris an families in 
Bethlehem, Pales ne. Our mission is to support those families in the Holy 
Land. When Blest Art visits your parish, we will have hand-carved na vity 
sets, statues, crosses, rosaries, and many other pieces of beau ful olive 
wood art. Please visit our display at your parish,  
Saturday & Sunday, September 2nd and 3rd, 2023 A er each Mass  
We gladly accept cash, checks, and all major credit cards. 

Fa ma Tour For Peace to Visit Archdiocese of Chicago  
Interna onal Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fa ma 

World Apostolate of Fa ma USA—Our Lady’s Blue Army 
 

The Interna onal Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fa ma will visit Archdiocese of Chicago parishes 
September 7-18, 2023. Each parish will offer opportuni es for visits and devo ons. Check 
each parish’s website for more informa on.  

 

September 7  St. Joseph Parish, 114 N. Lincoln Ave., Round Lake  
September 8 St. Walter Parish, 130 W. Pine Ave., Roselle (Diocese of Joliet) 
September 9 Christ our Hope Parish, 770 Deerfield Rd., Highland Park   
September 10 St. Ansgar Parish, 2040 Laurel Ave., Hanover Park   
September 12 St. Zachary Parish, 567 W. Algonquin Rd., Des Plaines 
September 13 St. Peter Parish, 27551 Volo Village Rd., Volo  
September 14 Our Lady of the Wayside, 450 S. Mitchell Ave., Arlington Heights 
September 16 St. Marcelline Parish, 822 S. Springinsguth Rd., Schaumburg 
September 17 Santa Maria del Popolo Parish,116 N. Lake St., Mundelein   
September 18 St. Mary of Perpetual Help, 1039 W. 32ndSt., Chicago   
 

Learn more about the tour and the statue at www.fa matourforpeace.com.  
For informa on, contact Jorie or Patch Aluquin, 630-272-3344. 

Memorial	Service	for	Aborted	Children	at	Waukegan	Planned	Parenthood	
	

On Saturday, September 9, pro-life Americans throughout the country will gather at the gravesites of 
aborted babies and other memorial sites dedicated in their honor for the tenth annual Na onal Day of 
Remembrance for Aborted Children. Solemn vigils will be held at these sites to commemorate the more 
than 60 million children who have lost their lives to legal abor on since 1973, and to remind our society 
of the humanity of the unborn child. Please join us for the memorial service in our community: 

 

Na onal Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children, Saturday, September 9, 10:00 am 
Across from Waukegan Planned Parenthood, 1601 N. Lewis Ave in Waukegan, IL 60085 

More Info: Contact Leslie at 847-951-1064 or hazfam6@comcast.net 
 

Together let us remember the vic ms of abor on and pray for a final end to this injus ce in our land 
during the Na onal Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children. 
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Retired?		Semi-retired?			
Open	the	Doors	of	Your	Heart!	

Join the Igna an Volunteers 
Corps!  IVC is a program for 
re red adults which provides 
opportuni es for service, 

reflec on, and community. Volunteers are matched 
with not-for-profit organiza ons serving the poor 
and marginalized two days each week from 
September un l June.  Monthly, we come together 
for presenta ons, conversa ons and prayer based 
in Igna an spirituality. Mass, lunch, and fellowship 
enrich these gatherings. Individual mee ngs with a 
spiritual reflector and an annual, two-night retreat 
are also part of IVC.  Detailed informa on is online 
at www.ivcusa.org/chicago. Learn more about 
Igna an Volunteer Corps, volunteer opportuni es 
and meet current volunteers. Please a end an 
informa on session on Thursday, August 31 at 2pm 
at the Holy Cross Parish Center, 724 Elder Lane, 
Deerfield.   Register online or contact Jacqueline 
Fitzgerald 312-961-6206 jfitzgerald@ivcusa.org 
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