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Dear St. Raphael Parishioners, 
 

 Laborers in the Vineyard:  The owner of the vineyard in today’s parable acts in 
mysterious ways. Why does he pay a full day’s wage to men who only worked one 
hour?  Even more, he pays the late workers first.  The laborers who worked the whole 
day see how much the others are geƫng and resent it.  If the landowner had discreetly 
paid the workers in the order they were hired, maybe nobody would have noƟced.  
The full-day workers would have taken their pay and gone home already.  But instead, 
the owner flaunts his extreme generosity in front of all the workers.  How strange! 

 
 NoƟce also that the owner has no naïve hopes for the last group of workers.  He asked them 
“Why are you standing idle all day?”, which at least hints that they are not the most ambiƟous men he 
has met!  But this owner also tells the full-day workers that he is not cheaƟng them, an opinion they did 
not agree with.  What exactly is going on with this unpredictable vineyard owner?  Obviously, Jesus is not 
telling us how to run a business with this parable. 
 

What happens when we compare ourselves with others?  Are we beƩer off or worse off than they 
are?  Have we been given more blessings, more talent, more good fortune, or less?  One of the hardest 
things parents have to teach their children is that life does not always seem fair, in the sense of everyone 
geƫng exactly equal treatment.  Some people are born into wealth, and some into poverty.  Jesus made 
clear that the amount of money we have, even if we earned it, is not all-important.   

 
We believe God gives us what we need, in order to reach the most important goal.  That goal is 

for each of us to spend eternity with Him.  The giŌs that God gives us to reach this goal are what we call 
grace.  God gave us all saving grace when Jesus died for us on the cross.  But in  other ways, God sends 
grace to us each day, whether we noƟce or not.  And while it may not always seem like something we 
want, this kind of grace is how God keeps us in His saving plan. 

 
Mass of Remembrance:   The annual Mass of Remembrance for departed parishioners was this 

Saturday morning.  Members of our Altar and Rosary Sodality aƩended to pray for the departed and 
their families who mourn them.  I am working on plans for a special evening meeƟng for parishioners 
grieving the loss of a loved one.  It may be considered a “grief support group”. 

 
Archdiocesan Day of Renewal:  Fr. MaƩhew and three members of our Ad Hoc CommiƩee will 

aƩend a special Archdiocesan event this Monday in Rosemont.  This Archdiocesan “Day of Renewal” 
aims to help parishes meet the challenges we face in evangelizing a world such as we live in. 

 
God bless us all, 

 

Fr. MaƩhew  
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Altar	and	Rosary	Sodality 
 

ARS's summer break has ended. Our next business meeting will be Monday, September 25 at 
7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall, preceded by the Rosary at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. There are 
no dues and we love new faces. Please plan to join us. The Book Club is also starting up again. 
We will meet on Thursday, September 28 at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall to discuss Rachel 

and Leah, the third book in the Orson Scott Card's Women of Genesis series. New ladies are welcome. 
Contact the office for details if you would like to join us. 

Bundle	Up	Weekend 
 

There will be a St. Vincent DePaul (SVDP) trailer 
in the church parking lot before and after our 
Saturday 4 pm and Sunday 9 am and  11 am 
Masses the weekend of Sept 30 and Oct 1. 
Please drop off any small household items, 
clothing, etc. They do not accept furniture, 
electronics or children's toys. Your donations 
will help many people in need. 

Aid	for	Women	Baby	Bottle	Drive		
	

During the month of October, Respect Life 
month, St. Raphael will be having a Baby 
Bottle drive benefiting “Aid for Women”.  
 

Bottles can be filled with cash, coins or a a 
check. Please write Baby Bottle Drive on 
the memo line.  
 

Baby bottles can be picked up in the church 
narthex September 30 through October 8. 

 

St. Raphael The Archangel Mass Schedule and Times 
 

Weekday: 8:30 am (Monday-Saturday am);  Saturday: 4:00 pm 
Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 

St. Raphael the Archangel Office Hours 
The Church Office is open Monday - Thursday from 9:00 am unƟl 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays. 
 

Confession : Saturday aŌernoons from 3-3:40 pm. 
 

BapƟsm:  Registered parishioners should contact the parish office at 847-395-3474. 
 

Marriage PreparaƟon:  Registered and supporƟng members should call the office. A date should not be 
set unƟl consulƟng the pastor. 
 

 
WEDDING	BANNS	 

II Nikki Megerle and Tyler Schend 
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Blessing	of	Animals,	October	1	
	

Father MaƩhew will give the tradiƟonal St. Francis of Assisi Blessing of Animals on 
October 1. It will take place immediately aŌer the 11:00 am Mass  in front of the church. 
Please keep your pets leashed or in cages, and well-behaved.  



Knightly	News	

	

Planning MeeƟngs are held on the first Friday of the month at Steve Laky’s 
house starƟng at 7:00 pm; monthly meeƟngs will be on the second Thursday 
starƟng at 6:30 pm saying the Rosary; 7:00 pm. Business meeƟng will start in 
the Fellowship Room downstairs of the Church. If you are already a Knight and 

your Email or phone number have changed, please update your informaƟon to steve.laky@outlook.com. 
If you wish to become a Knight either come to one of our meeƟngs or E-mail Steve Laky.  All men of the 
Parish are welcome to join us.  

St. Raphael the Archangel Religious EducaƟon Calendar 
 

Wednesday Classes at Milburn Middle School from 6:30-7:30 pm 

September 27;  October 4, 11, 18 and 25 

 

Sunday, October 15 Family Mass, Grades 8 and 1 assisƟng, St. Raphael Church  
 

For more informaƟon about our Religious EducaƟon Program, please contact:  
AnneƩe Wynn, Coordinator, at ReligiouseducaƟon@straphaelcatholic.org 

Each year, many thousands of adults in America aƩend OCIA and enter the 
Church at EasterƟme. Deacon Greg Webster leads the OCIA sessions at St. Raph-
ael Church. Call the parish office today at 847.395.3474, or contact Greg:  gweb-
ster@archchicago.org or 847.395.3474. 
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Go	Light	the	World	
 

Once again, this Christmas, St. Raphael the Archangel is hosƟng our third annual 
interfaith NaƟvity Pageant with other churches in the area! This is a great opportunity 
for the ChrisƟan community to come together and celebrate the birth of Jesus! With a 
huge turnout last year, we are most excited for his event to start again. This is for all 
primary and youth. (K-12) 
 

If you like to act and sing- whether as a soloist, small trio, group etc., have a musical 
talent or just want to be part of something extraordinary, then we most welcome you! EVERYONE is 
welcome to be a part of this simple and wonderful event. It is at NO cost to anyone!  

 

KrisƟne Judd and I are most excited to head this extraordinary event this year! We both have numerous 
years working with the youth of our churches and much experience with musicals and theatre. Natasha 
Spradlin is an incredible pianist who will once again help this come to life! 

 

We plan to meet on Sunday evenings at St Raphael from 6-7:30, starƟng on October 1st. We plan to 
perform the play on Saturday, December 16th at 6:30. A full schedule will be handed out at pracƟce.  
 

Christ is the center of all our lives and to come together and worship the greatest giŌ given to us-with 
others, is truly a blessing! 
 

Love and Blessings, 

 

Marlén Thompson, 314-541-1379 marlenbrigid@gmail.com 

Twenty-ϐifth	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time					September	24,	2023	 	 St.	Raphael	the	Archangel	

Please Sign-up to Volunteer at St. Raphael the Archangel. Thank you! 
Name: ______________________________________; Address, City, State: ________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________; Email: _______________________________________________ 
Your Availability: _______________________________________________________________________ 
Volunteer Opportunity you are interested in:  
 _____ Altar Server _____ Choir/Music _____ Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 _____ Fellowship aŌer Mass _____ Lector _____ Ministers of Care _____ Usher 
 _____ Religious EducaƟon  
Please drop this form in the Sunday basket, bring to the Parish Office, or you may sign-up at 
www.straphaelcatholic.org. Feel free to contact the parish office at 847.395.3474 if you have any 
addiƟonal quesƟons. Thank you for your willingness to support our parish! 



 

The Chicago Archdiocese Diaconate Council 
St. Francis Dinner 

 
 

Every year, the deacons of the Archdiocese of Chicago come together to celebrate the 
Feast of St. Francis.  The St. Francis Dinner is the sole fundraiser of the Diaconate Council.  
Deacons, priests, bishops, parish leaders, family and friends come together to celebrate 
and thank the diaconate community for its faithful s e r v i c e .  This year the St. Francis 
Dinner will take place on Sunday, October 1, at 4:00 p m  at Elmcrest Banquet Hall, 7370 
W. Grand Ave., Elmwood Park, IL. 60707. 
 

There are three ways to support the Diaconate community and the St Francis Dinner: 
(1) purchase Ɵcket(s) or a table (10 Ɵckets) for the dinner;  (2) make a donaƟon online or by wriƟng a 
check; (3) make a donaƟon as a parish to thank your parish's deacon(s) and support the Diaconate 
Community. 
 

Funds raised from the St. Francis Dinner assist the following acƟviƟes: several chariƟes that s e r v i c e  
the poorest and most marginalized (orphans, the mentally ill, the homeless, and the recovering), 
conƟnuing theological and ministerial educaƟon for deacons and wives, and a mutual aid fund for 
deacons in need. 
 

We are asking for your prayers and support. We are a nonprofit organizaƟon and all donaƟons qualify 
as a charitable donaƟon.  DonaƟons can be mailed to the Office of the Diaconate, 816 Marengo Ave ., 
Forest Park, IL 60130. Please make checks payable to the Diaconate Council. You can also make a 
donaƟon on Give Central at hƩps://www.givecentral.org/locaƟon/158/event/37594. 
 

Thank you for your conƟnued support of the deacons of the Archdiocese of Chicago.  
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Thus, the last will be irst, and the irst will be last. (Matthew 20:16)  
Have	You	“insured”	Our	Parish?	

 

Name our parish as a beneficiary of the policy. Simply update your beneficiary designaƟon form with 
your policy holder and list the primary or conƟngent beneficiary as: “St. Raphael the Archangel 
Catholic Church, The Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a CorporaƟon Sole”  

 

Make an outright giŌ of an exisƟng policy. You can irrevocably name our parish as owner and 
beneficiary of a policy with accumulated cash value that you and your family no longer need. You 
qualify for a federal income tax charitable deducƟon when you itemize on your taxes. Also, if you 
conƟnue to pay premiums on the policy, each payment is tax deducƟble as a charitable giŌ, if you 
itemize. 

 

For more informaƟon on making a giŌ of life insurance to our parish, we recommend you consult with 
your financial planner, aƩorney or insurance representaƟve. Please contact Marguerite Q. Zappa, 
Parish Support Manager, Archdiocese of Chicago at 312.848.3068 or mzappa@archchicago.org] for 
more informaƟon or with any quesƟons.  



Please pray for those in our parish and community who are sick: 

St. Raphael the Archangel  
Serving in the Armed Forces  

 

The names of acƟve duty military personnel from the St. Raphael community are listed below. We keep 
them in our thoughts and prayers as they protect our country and freedom. Please noƟfy the parish office 
if you would like to add someone to the list or if your service person is no longer acƟve in the military. 
 

Captain Nicholas A. DeSilvia, U. S. Air Force 
1 LT Mary Claire Lindroth, U.S. Army 
SFC Robert L. Ochsner III, U.S. Army 

1 LT Sarah Ochsner, U.S. Army 

Wayne Francke 
Janusz Kowalski 
Bill Hutchings 

Tom Tomasello, Jr. 

Belen Kling 
Fr. Art MaƩox  

Frank Wihtelich 
Richard Biel 

Mary Lou Biel 
Residents of Rolling Hills 

Mass	Intentions	

Week of September 24, 2023  Requested by: 

Saturday, September 23, 
2023 

8:30 am 
 

4:00 pm 
Mass of Remembrance 

 

The People of St. Raphael 
Altar & Rosary Sodality 

 

 

Sunday, September 24, 
2023 

9:00 am 
 

11:00 am 
† Phil Forster 

 

† Ludwik Michalowski 
Bob & Elizabeth Forster 

 

The Robak Family 

Monday, Sept 25, 2023 8:30 am † Ken Clark Open Arms Mission 

Tuesday, September 26, 
2023 8:30 am † Karl Grubert Tina Grubert 

Wed, September 27, 2023 8:30 am † Mary Jo Milligan BernadeƩe Jahns 

Thursday, September 28, 
2023 8:30 am † Alden Arul Rajan The Arul Rajan Family 

Friday, September 29, 
2023 8:30 am Healing for Katherine Parents 

Saturday, September 30, 
2023 

8:30 am 
 

4:00 pm 
† Carol Fuge 

 

† James & ChrisƟne Baron 
Bob & Elizabeth Forster 

 

Sandy Czerwinski 

Sunday, October 1, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
The People of St. Raphael 

 

† Julian Robak 
 
 

Zbigniew Robak 



40	Days	for	Life	Waukegan	
	

From Wednesday, September 27th through 
Sunday, November 5th, you’re invited to join 
other ChrisƟans for 40 Days for Life – 40 days of 
prayer and fasƟng for an end to aborƟon. You’re 
also invited to stand and peacefully pray during a 
40-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside 
Waukegan Planned Parenthood at 1601 N. Lewis 
Avenue, and also to help spread the word about 
this important community outreach.  

 

Sign up for one-hour vigil Ɵmes at hƩps://
www.40daysforlife.com/waukegan. 

	

Quigley	Days—September	30.	2023	

	

A brotherhood of high school men learning about 
Jesus, the Church and the priesthood through 

prayer, discussion and activities.  

 

Details/Registration at: 

 

forms.office.com/r/eG1ZVY2p8Q 

Worship	&	Spiritual	Life	Schedule	
Mass	Times	for	September	30-October	1,	2023	

Mass Times 4:00 pm 
Saturday 

9:00 am 
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Sunday 

Clergy Fr. Ric Halvorson 
Dcn. John Haderlein 

Fr. MaƩhew Kowalski 
Dcn. Colin Patrick 

Fr. MaƩhew Kowalski 

 
 

Lector Katy Teichert MaƩhew Jerina Greg Robak 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Brian Bulicek Victoria Cardenas Melissa Tebben 

Altar Servers 3 Open 
K. Anen 
L. Anen 

O. Fillipp 

G. Muzones 
M. Muzones 

J. SimuƟs 

Ushers 

Dennis Civic 
Paul Pavelski 

Ken Van Bergen 
1 Open 

Angie Badame 
Tom Hagerty 
Tom Heinrich 

Jim Sitko 

Rich Josten 
Rafael Muzones 

2 Open 

Fellowship Karen Hopkins Vicky Cardenas JeanneƩe Heiney 



The	Archdiocesan	Council	of	Catholic	Women	
92nd Annual Fall Assembly Breakfast 

 

The Carlisle, 435 East BuƩerfield Road Lombard, IL 
Honoring: 2023 Scholarship Recipient and  

2023 Women of the Year and Women of DisƟncƟon 
Saturday, October 7, 2023 

 

For more informaƟon visit: hƩps://
accw.archchicago.org/  

or call (312) 534-8330/ (312) 534-8325 
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