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Dear St. Raphael Parishioners, 
 

 A man had two sons:  We can think of this Sunday’s parable as a very short 
version of the Prodigal Son story.  One son was rebellious but repented, the other son 
was obedient in word only.  Jesus is teaching how important it is to repent of our sins.  
Repentance is even more important than holiness itself, because in some way all of us 
are lacking in holiness.  The greatest honesty we can have is to admit that we have 
sinned, and to repent of the parƟcular sins we have commiƩed.  All of us, at some 
Ɵme, have been that child who refused to obey our Father. 

 
Feast of St. Raphael our Patron:  Belated greeƟngs for the Feast of St. Raphael the Archangel. It 

was this past Friday, September 29.  Parishes can celebrate the feast of their patron as a solemnity, 
which is the same liturgical category as a Holy Day.  

 
Offertory GiŌ Bearers:  From the Covid shutdown in 2020 unƟl now we have not had anyone 

bring up the offertory giŌs.  Normally the ushers will recruit giŌ-bearers  just before Mass begins. I was 
slow to bring this back because we have been short on ushers for some Masses;  they were oŌen 
scrambling at the last minute to get more volunteers.  Now the situaƟon has seƩled enough to bring 
back the giŌ-bearers.  It may be a very small part of the overall Sunday liturgy, but a simple way to take 
part.  We will resume this starƟng next weekend. Go ahead and tell an usher if you are interested. 

 
AdoraƟon / Holy Hour:  In this year of dedicaƟon to the Eucharist, there has been some 

discussion among staff and the Pastoral Council about having a regularly scheduled evening of AdoraƟon, 
i.e., a Holy Hour.  St. Raphael Church has a parƟcular challenge for evening devoƟons, in that we literally 
have no neighborhood around our church.  Each of us, including your pastor, must make at least a small 
investment in travel Ɵme for church events. In any case, a Holy Hour will be scheduled for All Saints’ Day, 
November 1. 

 
Day of Renewal, September 25:  I aƩended the archdiocese-wide meeƟng in Rosemont this past 

Monday, with three parishioners.  Cardinal Cupich and other invited speakers addressed the assembly on 
the topic of spiritual renewal.  We can easily see that religious observance has declined over the last few 
generaƟons, with negaƟve consequences in the general culture.  Crime rates have increased, mental 
health in general has declined, moral confusion is widespread.  People need God as much as ever, but 
seem uninterested in finding Him.  As Jesus observed centuries ago, they are “sheep without a 
shepherd”.  It was for this very reason Jesus gave authority to his apostles.  How do we bring the gospel 
to a culture rich in material things, but increasingly deprived of spirituality and meaning?  This is the task 
of the Church today. 

 
God bless, 

 

Fr. MaƩhew  
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Knightly	News	

	

Planning MeeƟngs are held on the first Friday of the month at Steve Laky’s 
house starƟng at 7:00 pm; monthly meeƟngs will be on the second Thursday 
starƟng at 6:30 pm saying the Rosary; 7:00 pm. Business meeƟng will start in the 
Fellowship Room downstairs of the Church. If you are already a Knight and your 

Email or phone number have changed, please update your informaƟon to steve.laky@outlook.com. If you 
wish to become a Knight either come to one of our meeƟngs or E-mail Steve Laky.  All men of the Parish 
are welcome to join us.  
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Mass	of	Remembrance	
 

There was a nice turnout for the third annual ARS sponsored Mass of Remembrance last Saturday 
morning and thirteen of us were able to enjoy brunch afterwards at Emily's Pancake House in 
Lindenhurst. 



Bundle	Up	Weekend 
 

There will be a St. Vincent DePaul (SVDP) trailer 
in the church parking lot before and after our 
Saturday 4 pm and Sunday 9 am and  11 am 
Masses the weekend of Sept 30 and Oct 1. 
Please drop off any small household items, 
clothing, etc. They do not accept furniture, 
electronics or children's toys. Your donations 
will help many people in need. 

Aid	for	Women	Baby	Bottle	Drive		
	

During the month of October, Respect Life 
month, St. Raphael will be having a Baby 
Bottle drive benefiting “Aid for Women”.  
 

Bottles can be filled with cash, coins or a a 
check. Please write Baby Bottle Drive on 
the memo line.  
 

Baby bottles can be picked up in the 
church narthex September 30 through 
October 8. 

 

St. Raphael The Archangel Mass Schedule and Times 
 

Weekday: 8:30 am (Monday-Saturday am);  Saturday: 4:00 pm 
Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 

St. Raphael the Archangel Office Hours 
The Church Office is open Monday - Thursday from 9:00 am unƟl 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays. 
 

Confession : Saturday aŌernoons from 3-3:40 pm. 
 

BapƟsm:  Registered parishioners should contact the parish office at 847-395-3474. 
 

Marriage PreparaƟon:  Registered and supporƟng members should call the office. A date should not be 
set unƟl consulƟng the pastor. 
 

WEDDING	BANNS	 
III Nikki Megerle and Tyler Schend 
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Blessing of Animals, this Sunday, October 1 
Father MaƩhew will give the tradiƟonal St. Francis of Assisi Blessing of Animals on 
October 1. It will take place immediately aŌer the 11:00 am Mass  in front of the church. 
Please keep your pets leashed or in cages, and well-behaved.  

2023	Annual	Catholic	Appeal	September	Update	
	

The Annual Catholic Appeal is an invitaƟon for every Catholic family 
to respond with a generous heart. Your giŌ will provide inspiraƟon, 
educaƟon, and services to the less fortunate in our Archdiocese and 
throughout the world. The 2023 Annual Catholic Appeal is open 
during the year for donaƟons to support these ministries. You may 

contribute through our regular collecƟon or online at our St. Raphael website throughout 2023. There is 
sƟll Ɵme to fulfill your pledge. 

Our 2023 Parish Goal: $23,027 
2023 Amount Pledged: $21,530 
Last Year’s CollecƟon: $24,850 

 

Thank you for your generosity toward this important ministry. 



St. Raphael the Archangel Religious EducaƟon Calendar 
 

Wednesday Classes at Milburn Middle School from 6:30-7:30 pm: October 4, 11, 18 and 25 
 

Sunday, October 15 Family Mass, Grades 8 and 1 assisƟng, St. Raphael Church  
 

For more informaƟon about our Religious EducaƟon Program, please contact:  
AnneƩe Wynn, Coordinator, at ReligiouseducaƟon@straphaelcatholic.org 
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Altar	and	Rosary	Sodality	News 
 

ARS had a busy meeƟng last Monday night with 18 ladies in aƩendance to include two new faces. 
There was also an informaƟve presentaƟon by Strang Funeral Home of AnƟoch on funeral pre-
planning.  

Saturday, October 7, we will be aƩending the Chicago Botanic Gardens Fall FesƟval & Bulb Sale, 
carpooling from church. Tickets are available online for $17. Let Grace Bower or the office know if you are 
interested in aƩending. Also watch for details on another movie night at AnƟoch Theater to see Beyond 
Utopia. 



 

I struggle. 
     But don’t have much to complain about. 
I fear. 
     John Paul II told me “Be Not Afraid.” 
I worry. 
     Anxiety is a monster I try to cage. 
I rush. 
     Even when I am not in a hurry. 
I hunger. 
     But not sure for what. 
I hope. 
    Knowing in God is my joy. 
I peƟƟon. 
     For my needs. 
I pray. 
     Seeking understanding. 
I bleed. 
      But won’t admit I was cut 
I ache. 
      My football coach said to get back up. 
I ponder. 
     Looking at the stars. 
I wonder. 
     What lies beyond them. 
I search. 
    To see what I missed. 
I anger. 
     At my injusƟce. 
I fail.  
     At seeing your injusƟce. 
I resent. 
     When I am not seen. 
I miss.  
     Seeing you. 
I journey. 
     A circular path. 
I topple. 
    When I should pick up. 
I believe. 
     Help my unbelief.  
I run. 
     When I should stay. 
I do not love. 
     As Jesus calls me to do. 
I do not feed the poor. 
     I miss seeing Jesus in them. 
I do not bury the dead. 
    I bury those alive in my speech. 
 

I do not visit the prisons. 
     Even when the imprisoned are not in jail. 
I am not a peacemaker. 
     When seeking my place in the world. 
I am not the dad my father was. 
     But I understand him more as I get older. 
I am not the brother I should be. 
     Biological, fraternal or comrade 
I am not the relaƟve that calls. 
     Yet I always have a phone with me. 
I am not the friend to cry with. 
     But I will be there when you call. 
I am an introvert. 
     Who has learned to be loud. 
I am not the deacon worthy of the stole.   
     None of us are. 
I put up walls. 
      When I should be taking them down. 
I pray the words. 
     But God wants my emoƟons. 
I recite the psalms. 
     Without hearing the song. 
I look at the sunset. 
     Seeing the glory of creaƟon. 
I look at the horizon. 
     And note the world is curved. 
I miss my parents. 
    Knowing they are both dead and sƟll live. 
I save for my 401K. 
     Not being promised tomorrow.  
I dream about tomorrow.   
     Without living in joy today. 
I hear the bells before Mass. 
     And know they toll for me.  
I carry decisions of 45 yrs. ago. 
     As if I made them today. 
I speak with confidence. 
     Having liƩle of it myself.  
I am in awe.   
     When I look at the cross. 
I am the Imago Dei. 
    So are you.  
In all, none of this maƩers. 
Today, I have a breath. 
     God is leƫng me start anew. 
 
 

{Originally published in the Catholic Journal, 
www.catholicjournal.us, September 2023} 

I	Struggle		
by	Deacon	Gregory	Webster	



	

Go	Light	the	World	
 

Once again, this Christmas, St. Raphael the Archangel is hosƟng our third annual 
interfaith NaƟvity Pageant with other churches in the area! This is a great opportunity 
for the ChrisƟan community to come together and celebrate the birth of Jesus! With a 
huge turnout last year, we are most excited for his event to start again. This is for all 
primary and youth. (K-12) 
 

If you like to act and sing- whether as a soloist, small trio, group etc., have a musical 
talent or just want to be part of something extraordinary, then we most welcome you! EVERYONE is 
welcome to be a part of this simple and wonderful event. It is at NO cost to anyone!  

 

KrisƟne Judd and I are most excited to head this extraordinary event this year! We both have numerous 
years working with the youth of our churches and much experience with musicals and theatre. Natasha 
Spradlin is an incredible pianist who will once again help this come to life! 

 

We plan to meet on Sunday evenings at St Raphael from 6-7:30, starƟng on October 1st. We plan to 
perform the play on Sunday, December 17 at 6:30. A full schedule will be handed out at pracƟce.  
 

Christ is the center of all our lives and to come together and worship the greatest giŌ given to us-with 
others, is truly a blessing! 
 

Love and Blessings, 
Marlén Thompson, 314-541-1379 marlenbrigid@gmail.com 

Each year, many thousands of adults in America aƩend OCIA and enter the Church at 
EasterƟme. Deacon Greg Webster leads the OCIA sessions at St. Raphael Church. Call 
the parish office today at 847.395.3474, or contact Greg:  gwebster@archchicago.org 
or 847.395.3474. 
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Exploring	Priesthood	Weekend:	October	27,	2023	at	7pm	-	October	29,	1pm	
University	of	St	Mary	of	the	Lake	

 

Exploring Priesthood Weekend retreat is designed to help 
further discern God’s call to the diocesan priesthood 
through formaƟon at Mundelein. Throughout a weekend of 
prayer, discussions, fraternity, recreaƟon, and 
presentaƟons from current faculty and seminarians, you 
will beƩer understand God’s movement in your heart as 
you experience life on campus. 
 

During Exploring Priesthood Weekend, you will have the chance to learn about the steps for discernment, 
values of priestly life, and the structure of seminary formaƟon. Current seminarians will share their 
vocaƟon stories, and you will join them at Mass, EucharisƟc AdoraƟon, and the Liturgy of the Hours. Our 
historic campus with its many chapels will also be open to you for your personal prayer and exploraƟon. 
Our prayer for you is that by fully engaging in the opportuniƟes provided on this retreat, you will find more 
clarity on where God is leading you.  Register at:  hƩps://forms.office.com/r/H3v7Jt33Hx. 



Please pray for those in our parish and community who are sick: 

St. Raphael the Archangel  
Serving in the Armed Forces  

 

The names of acƟve duty military personnel from the St. Raphael community are listed below. We keep 
them in our thoughts and prayers as they protect our country and freedom. Please noƟfy the parish office 
if you would like to add someone to the list or if your service person is no longer acƟve in the military. 
 

Captain Nicholas A. DeSilvia, U. S. Air Force 
1 LT Mary Claire Lindroth, U.S. Army 
SFC Robert L. Ochsner III, U.S. Army 

1 LT Sarah Ochsner, U.S. Army 

In	Loving	Memory	of	our	recently	deceased	parishioners	
Richard and ClaudeƩe MaƩhews (Parents of Laura MaƩhews) May God’s perpetual light shine upon them. 

Mass	Intentions	

Week of October 1, 2023  Requested by: 

Saturday, September 30, 
2023 

8:30 am 
 

4:00 pm 
† Carol Fuge 

 

† James & ChrisƟne Baron 
Bob & Elizabeth Forster 

 

Sandy Czerwinski 

Sunday, October 1, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
The People of St. Raphael 

 

† Julian Robak 
 
 

Zbigniew Robak 

Monday, October 2 , 2023 8:30 am John Kelley Kimberly Allen 

Tuesday, October 3, 2023 8:30 am † Ken Clark JoAnn Osmond 

Wed October 4, 2023 8:30 am † Sir Knight Jim Wallace Bishop Quarter Assembly of 
the Knights of Columbus 

Thursday, October 5,2023 8:30 am † Ed Pillash MarieƩa Centko 

Friday, October 6, 2023 8:30 am † John Anen The Anen Family 

Saturday, October 7, 2023 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
Communion Service 

 

† Carol Ondricka 
 
 

The Boutell Family 

Sunday, October 8, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
The People of St. Raphael 

 

Kellen & Megan Price 
 
 

Kellen Price 

BeƩy Laky 
Wayne Francke  
Janusz Kowalski 
Bill Hutchings 

Tom Tomasello, Jr. 
Belen Kling 

Fr. Art MaƩox  
Frank Wihtelich 

Richard Biel 
Mary Lou Biel 

Residents of Rolling Hills 



Worship	&	Spiritual	Life	Schedule	
Mass	Times	for	October	7-8,	2023	

Mass Times 4:00 pm 
Saturday 

9:00 am 
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Sunday 

Clergy Fr. Jim Merold Fr. MaƩhew Kowalski Fr. MaƩhew Kowalski 
Dcn. John Haderlein 

Lector Garry Ryan Ann Hitschel Open 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Donna Pavelski Steve Laky Bill Booker 

Altar Servers 3 Open 
E. Marry 
T. Marry 
1 Open 

R. Edran 
G. Muzones 
M. Muzones 

Ushers 

Dennis Civic 
Joseph Costa 
Tom Hagerty 
Paul Pavelski 

Bob Forster 
Catherine Laky 

Fritz Meyers 
1 Open 

Rich Josten 
Rafael Muzones 

2 Open 

Fellowship Wanda Hagerty Open Mary Mrowiec 



	

40	Days	for	Life	Waukegan	
	

From Wednesday, September 27th through 
Sunday, November 5th, you’re invited to join 
other ChrisƟans for 40 Days for Life – 40 days of 
prayer and fasƟng for an end to aborƟon. You’re 
also invited to stand and peacefully pray during a 
40-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside 
Waukegan Planned Parenthood at 1601 N. Lewis 
Avenue, and also to help spread the word about 
this important community outreach.  

 
 

Sign up for one-hour vigil Ɵmes at hƩps://
www.40daysforlife.com/waukegan. 
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